S812

have already been charged have been
convicted. Some received sentences up
to 20 years in prison.

Other major work from the office in-
cludes Operation Highlife, a major drug
trafficking investigation involving
more than 100 local, State, and Federal
law enforcement officers, resulting in
26 indictments, 25 guilty pleas, and sen-
tences up to 200 months in prison.

I would note that right now we are
experiencing—as they are in many
places around the country—a heroin
epidemic in Minnesota. Over 50 people
in Hennepin County died last year from
heroin overdoses. That is what we are
talking about.

We have a heroin epidemic, and then
we have to go home and tell the people
of our State that the Senate has not
yet confirmed a U.S. attorney.

He went through the committee
unanimously—not one objection. The
committee he was voted out of includes
a very diverse group of Senators, in-
cluding Senator CRUZ, Senator GRASS-
LEY, Senator CORNYN, and Senator
WHITEHOUSE.

I recommended Andrew Luger to the
President, and he was nominated. He
has the support of our Republican Con-
gressmen near the Twin Cities. Andrew
Luger went through that committee
without objection and deserves to be
voted on by this Senate.

Operation Brother’s Keeper is an-
other example of a successful inves-
tigation and prosecution of a RICO
case involving a regional 200-member
gang which took 22 dangerous crimi-
nals off the street.

Operation Malverde received national
attention and had a prosecution of 27
defendants associated with the Mexi-
can drug cartel—including the appre-
hension of the cartel’s regional lead-
er—with sentences as high as 20 years
in prison.

The office also recently prosecuted a
case involving a major synthetic drug
seller in Duluth, MN. This head shop
was a huge problem and a scourge in
the community. They went after it,
prosecuted the owner, and found
$700,000 in plastic bags hidden in his
bathroom, and they won that case.

These are just a few of the major
cases this office has worked on over the
last few years. It has been 890 days
since we had a full-time boss, which
was due, in part, to the delay in filling
the position of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. It
took nearly 1 year for this body to act
on that nomination because this body
had not confirmed anyone for that full-
time job for 7 years.

After Operation Fast and Furious,
and the disaster with that case, it was
finally decided that we need a full-
time, confirmed Director at the ATF.
Our U.S. attorney agreed to work at
both jobs for 2 years and was finally
confirmed. We finally have a nominee,
and that person is now waiting. That is
how we get to 890 days without a full-
time boss.

The Senate has always served the
people of Minnesota well in making
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sure that our State has a U.S. attor-
ney. I think we need to continue that
tradition and honor the value our
Founding Fathers entrusted in this po-
sition.

It is time we vote on Mr. Luger’s
nomination. He is a dedicated public
servant whose breadth of experience
and strength of character and commit-
ment to justice makes him a well-
qualified candidate.

No one has questioned or shed any
doubt on his qualifications; that is not
the issue. Oftentimes that is an issue
with nominees, but that is not the
issue in this case. The issue is that we
simply—as we have in the past—al-
lowed a voice vote on these nomina-
tions. It has taken an average of 8 days
after coming out of the committee for
the District of Minnesota. The first
U.S. attorney for Minnesota took 2
days. We have now waited 890 days.

It is time to get this done.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER).

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REPEALING SECTION 403 OF THE
BIPARTISAN BUDGET ACT OF
2013—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
for regular order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to proceed to S. 1963 is now pend-
ing.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
cloture motion at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 298, S. 1963, a bill to
repeal section 403 of the Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2013.

Harry Reid, Mark L. Pryor, Mark Begich,
Kay R. Hagan, Jeanne Shaheen, Jack
Reed, Brian Schatz, Christopher A.
Coons, Angus S. King, Jr., Bill Nelson,
Richard J. Durbin, Tim Kaine, Robert
P. Casey, Jr., Jeff Merkley, Debbie Sta-
benow, Barbara Boxer, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum required under rule XXII be
waived and the vote on the motion to
invoke cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed to this matter occur at 5:30 p.m.,
Monday, February 10.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRANK
CHEATHAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to an accom-
plished educator from the Common-
wealth of XKentucky. Dr. Frank
Cheatham is the senior vice president
for academic affairs and professor of
math and computer science at Camp-
bellsville University. His impending re-
tirement in December will conclude a
career of over 40 years devoted to
Christian higher education. Campbells-
ville University is an acclaimed univer-
sity in central Kentucky with more
than 3,600 students that prepares them
as Christian servant leaders for life-
long learning, continued scholarship,
and active participation in a diverse,
global society.

No more than 20 miles of country
road separates Frank’s birthplace of
Merrimac, KY, from the campus on
which he has spent the majority of his
life as both a student and a professor.
Dr. Cheatham was born on February 3,
1943, to Gladys and the late Jeff
Cheatham. Of his eight siblings, four
went on to become teachers, including
his brother, Don, who also teaches at
Campbellsville.

Dr. Cheatham wields an impressive
arsenal of post-secondary degrees.
After completing his undergraduate
studies at Campbellsville in 1965, he
continued to earn a master of science
from Tennessee Technological Univer-
sity, his Ph.D. in mathematics from
the University of Kentucky, and a sec-
ond master of science in computer
science education from the University
of Evansville.

Dr. Cheatham began his career teach-
ing math and biology at Taylor County
High School in 1965. He then served as
a teaching assistant at Tennessee Tech
and the University of Kentucky and as
an assistant professor at Campbell Col-
lege in North Carolina before landing
at Campbellsville University in August
of 1973. Ever since then, save for a sin-
gle year of leave during which he
taught at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity, Dr. Cheatham has taught math
and computer science at Campbells-
ville. In 1999, he was offered and accept-
ed the position of senior vice president
for academic affairs. The university’s
president, Dr. Michael V. Carter, re-
calls that it was ‘‘the very first deci-
sion I made after becoming president.”

Dr. Cheatham’s excellence as an edu-
cator needs no validation aside from
the many successes and accomplish-
ments of his students. Nevertheless, he
has been honored for his service at
Campbellsville University time and
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time again. He has twice been named
Campbellsville/Taylor County Chamber
of Commerce Educator of the Year, in
1992 and 2000. He was awarded the
Sears-Roebuck Foundation Teaching
Excellence and Campus Leadership
Award in 1989 and the Campbellsville
University Student Government Asso-
ciation Challenger Award a year later.
In 1996, he received the Board of Advi-
sors Academic Excellence Distin-
guished Professor award, and in 2002,
he became a Campbellsville University
Distinguished Alumnus.

Despite his tireless devotion to
teaching, Dr. Cheatham has also found
time to pursue his passions outside the
classroom. Among his many extra-cur-
ricular pursuits, he led the discussion
on bringing the internet to Campbells-
ville University in 1994, and served as
president for the Consortium for Com-
puting in Small Colleges. He also
served as the national president of
Sigma Zeta, the science and math
honor society, and is on the board of
directors at Taylor Regional Hospital.

Those who have crossed paths with
Dr. Cheatham—whether as one of his
students, as a colleague, as a fellow
member of Frank’s Campbellsville Bap-
tist Church, or as a friend—know just
how much he will be missed at Camp-
bellsville University. His lifelong com-
mitment to education and his devotion
to bettering the lives of his students
deserve the praise of this body.

Thus, I ask my Senate colleagues to
join me in commending Dr. Cheatham
for an exemplary career and wishing
him nothing but the best as he enjoys
retirement with his wife, Shirley, his
daughter, Tammy, and his grandson—a
junior at Campbellsville University—
Drew.

———

THE AGRICULTURAL ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, after
more than a year of debate, negotia-
tion and compromise, the farm bill has
finally been approved. This legislation
is a win for the family farmers and
rural economy that is at the heart of
Upstate New York. While the final
product does not include everything
that we fought for, the farm bill’s pas-
sage was of the utmost importance to
New York. It maintains or grows scores
of programs for our dairies, fruit and
vegetable farmers, maple syrup pro-
ducers, rural development projects and
iconic New York companies like Hick-
ey Freeman in Rochester, NY.

The farm bill is unique in that it
touches the lives of all Americans by
ensuring the health of our nation’s
food supply. It does that by supporting
our hard working farmers. The bill sup-
ports innovative agricultural research
that helps make our farms some of the
most productive on the planet. I am
proud that this will include the Acer
Access and Development Program or
Maple Tap Act, which will provide
grants to promote maple tapping and
research across New York. This bill
makes common sense reforms like
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eliminating direct payments and ex-
panding opportunities for crop insur-
ance and even linking crop insurance
with conservation compliance. This
bill does this all while providing a safe-
ty net for our farms that often face un-
predictable natural disasters.

However, this bill is more than just
an agriculture bill; it is the bedrock of
our food and agriculture policy for the
next 5 years. The Farm Bill will drive
our rural economy into the 21st Cen-
tury by making investments not only
in our farms, but in water, broadband,
and energy infrastructure. This bill
provides opportunities to grow small
business in rural communities, such as
helping a rural entrepreneur turn
grandma’s award winning jam into a
commercial product ready to be sold on
store shelves across the great state of
New York and across the country. This
farm bill pulls our rural and urban
communities ever closer, as it expands
opportunities for farmers markets and
food hubs to communities that for so
long have lacked access to local fresh
food.

Another very important provision in
this bill that I would like to highlight
is extension of the Wool Trust Fund.
For more than a decade we have had in
place this successful program to pro-
tect the workers at American manufac-
turers of men’s suits from an unfair
trade anomaly. While we allow finished
suits to be imported into this country
duty-free from many countries, we im-
pose a 25% duty on the fabrics that our
domestic suit manufacturers must im-
port. This anomaly has acted as a huge
tax on companies that wanted to stay
and manufacture here in the United
States. Therefore, more than a decade
ago, we enacted the Wool Trust Fund
program to provide both duty refunds
and licenses to import limited quan-
tities of suiting fabrics at reduced du-
ties. The combination of these steps
helped to level the playing field and
keep manufacturing jobs from moving
abroad.

The Farm Bill will extend and modify
this program. For example, it will con-
solidate the duty refunds and duty re-
ductions with the intention of main-
taining the same amount of benefits
for the same manufacturers as would
have been achieved under the current
program. While the program has been
modified it continues its central pur-
pose—providing a mechanism to reduce
the tariff burden of companies that
stay in the United States to manufac-
ture apparel without harming the do-
mestic textile industry.

I am proud to say that one company
that benefits from this program today,
and that will continue benefiting, is
Hickey Freeman and its 410 employees
in Rochester, New York. I am proud to
be a customer of this iconic brand. I
am also proud to have stood up for
these workers by helping establish this
program more than a decade ago and
extending it through the years. I am
certain that the provisions of this bill
will be implemented as intended so
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that Hickey Freeman and its employ-
ees—along with many other companies
in New York and across the country—
will continue to benefit fully from this
program in the same way that it has
benefited for more than a decade.

From suit manufacturing in Roch-
ester to maple taps in the Adirondacks,
from dairies in the Central part of my
state, to apple, pear, cherry and berry
growers in the Hudson valley, from the
wineries at end of Long Island to those
near Niagara Falls, the industries that
bring life to our rural communities will
be better because we passed this Farm
Bill. Their crops will grow fuller and
stronger, and so will our economy.

——————

AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 2014

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Farm bill poli-
cies touch the lives of all Americans,
not just those who work in the agricul-
tural sector. In addition to reauthor-
izing farm programs, this legislation
deals with domestic and international
food aid, conservation and the environ-
ment, trade, rural development, renew-
able energy, forestry, and financial
markets, among other issues. This
year’s reauthorization presented an op-
portunity to enact significant reforms
in these areas. While some progress
was made, I believe the bill falls short
of its potential, and ultimately I could
not support it.

The farm bill takes an important
step toward reform by ending the long-
standing practice of giving direct pay-
ments to farmers of certain commodity
crops regardless of whether they expe-
rienced losses or even planted a crop. It
also tightens limits on the amount of
farm payments an individual can re-
ceive, expands crop insurance opportu-
nities for specialty and organic crops,
establishes conservation compliance as
a requirement for receiving premium
insurance subsidies, and invests in
rural broadband.

In spite of these successes, however,
the farm bill does not do enough for
Rhode Island families.

Of greatest concern to me, it cuts $8.6
billion over 10 years from the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
SNAP, also known as food stamps.
These cuts could reduce food stamp
benefits for as many as 850,000 house-
holds across the country, including
tens of thousands in Rhode Island.
SNAP is our Nation’s most important
antihunger program. In this chal-
lenging economic climate, it is wrong
to cut critical food-assistance funding.

In addition, this farm bill, like its
predecessors, fails to provide adequate
support for our fishermen in Rhode Is-
land and nationwide. Farm bill pro-
grams provide billions of dollars in sub-
sidies and technical assistance to farm-
ers every year. In comparison, fisher-
men have little access to similar kinds
of Federal assistance. Despite attempts
to correct this inequity, fishermen re-
main second-class citizens when it
comes to Federal support.

Finally, American agriculture
springs from the richness of our land
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