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SENATE RESOLUTION 601—RECOG-
NIZING 35 YEARS OF COOPERA-
TION IN SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
KIRK, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. CARDIN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 601

Whereas mutually beneficial cooperation
between the Governments of the People’s Re-
public of China and the United States in pro-
moting science and technology has made tre-
mendous strides since the signing of the
Agreement Between the Government of the
United States and the Government of the
People’s Republic of China on Cooperation in
Science and Technology, done at Washington
January 31, 1979, which was the first inter-
governmental agreement since the United
States and the People’s Republic of China es-
tablished diplomatic relations in 1979;

Whereas the Governments of the People’s
Republic of China and the United States
have become active partners in fostering re-
search and innovation since the signing of
the Agreement Between the Government of
the United States and the Government of the
People’s Republic of China on Cooperation in
Science and Technology in 1979;

Whereas cooperation in science and tech-
nology since 1979 has brought numerous ben-
efits to both countries, including—

(1) shared information on issues such as
climate variability, seismic activity, and ag-
ricultural science;

(2) joint publication of scientific and tech-
nological research; and

(3) exchange of technical assistance and
best practices in areas such as food and phar-
maceutical safety and environmental clean-
up;

Whereas the continued promotion of
science and technology in both countries
holds the potential to advance shared inter-
ests, as well as the interests of United States
partners and allies in the region and glob-
ally, including in mitigating the effects of
climate change, securing the availability of
water, food and energy, and improving public
health, disease prevention, and pandemic re-
sponse;

Whereas the government-to-government
relationship conducted under the Agreement
Between the Government of the United
States and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China on Cooperation in Science
and Technology now consists of some 30 sub-
ordinate agency-to-agency protocols, includ-
ing—

(1) cooperation between the Department of
Energy and the Chinese Ministry of Science
and Technology to form the Clean Energy
Research Center to explore advances in clean
vehicles, advanced coal technology, and
building energy efficiency;

(2) cooperation between the Department of
Agriculture’s Agricultural Research Service
and the Chinese Ministry of Science and
Technology on agricultural biotechnology,
natural resource management, food safety,
and similar issues;

(3) cooperation between the National Insti-
tutes of Health and the counterparts in
China, including the Natural Science Foun-
dation of China and Chinese Ministry of
Science and Technology to conduct basic and
clinical biomedical research;

(4) cooperation between the Environmental
Protection Agency and the counterparts in
China, including the Chinese Ministry of
Science and Technology and the Chinese
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Ministry of Environmental Protection to
support joint environmental research, and to
exchange best practices on environmental
legislation and enforcement;

(5) exchange of personnel between the Chi-
nese Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to develop information exchange
and response mechanisms for influenza
pandemics;

(6) collaboration between the Food and
Drug Administration and food and medical
regulators in China to enhance the safety of
imported food and medical products from
China through better information sharing
and access to production facilities; and

(7) collaboration between the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and Peking
University Health Center (former Beijing
Medical University) to study child health
issues and health hazards caused by environ-
mental factors;

Whereas many educational institutions in
the United States and China have estab-
lished partnerships to further science and
technology research, including—

(1) Northwestern University, based in
Evanston, Illinois, which has developed stra-
tegic partnerships in China, such as the
Wanxiang Fellows Program, which allows
Northwestern students to study emerging
energy challenges and renewable energy in-
novations in the United States and China;
and

(2) University of California, Davis, based in
Davis, California, which has partnered with
China’s Northwest Agricultural and Forestry
University in Shaanxi province to establish
the Sino-U.S. Joint Research Center for
Food Safety to promote international col-
laborative research for food safety in China
and the United States;

Whereas the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign has signed 97 inter-institu-
tional cooperative partnership agreements
with various institutions that are
headquartered in China in the fields of engi-
neering, food sciences, and transportation,
including a high-speed rail research partner-
ship between the university’s Railway Trans-
portation and Engineering Center and Chi-
na’s oldest and most recognized railway en-
gineering school, Southwest Jiaotong Uni-
versity;

Whereas, on December 5, 2014, China and
the United States will commemorate the
30th anniversary, and renew for another ten
years, the CHELBI partnership, which has
created the largest joint venture engineering
consulting firm in China, having undertaken
over 600 bridge, road, and other projects the
designs of which meet World Bank and Asian
Development Bank standards, and has made
significant progress in engineering knowl-
edge-sharing for road, bridge, and other
project design and construction between the
United States and China;

Whereas several United States Department
of Energy national laboratories have estab-
lished partnerships with research institu-
tions in China to advance energy research,
including—

(1) Argonne National Laboratory in
Lemont, Illinois, which has worked with the
China Automotive Technology and Research
Center (CATARC) to promote energy-effi-
cient vehicle technologies and clean trans-
portation fuels in China since 2003; and

(2) Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-
tory in Berkeley, California, which has
formed the China Energy Group to work col-
laboratively with groups in China to under-
stand the dynamics of energy use, improve
energy efficiency, reduce emissions in China,
strengthen Chinese capabilities in energy ef-
ficiency, and enhance relationships on en-
ergy efficiency among Chinese, United
States, and international institutions;
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Whereas, in 2013, the State of California
and the Chinese Ministry of Commerce
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to
establish a working group to deepen coopera-
tion in fields such as biological pharma-
ceuticals, information technology, agri-
culture, and energy;

Whereas the exchange of ideas in science
and technology and shared research con-
ducted in China and the United States holds
the potential to increase United States ex-
ports of non-sensitive commercial tech-
nologies to China;

Whereas the agreement reached in Novem-
ber 2014 between the United States and the
People’s Republic of China to expand the
scope of goods covered by the Information
Technology Agreement will further deepen
trade, investment, and mutual cooperation
in science and technology;

Whereas collaboration in science and tech-
nology since 1979 has provided both countries
with the technological foundation to make
ambitious pledges to reduce future emissions
of carbon dioxide; and

Whereas people-to-people exchanges con-
ducted under the Agreement Between the
Government of the United States and the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China on Cooperation in Science and Tech-
nology have fostered mutual understanding
of both countries and have led to joint re-
search in science and technology: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the cooperation in science
and technology between the Governments of
the United States and the People’s Republic
of China since 1979;

(2) emphasizes the importance of open mar-
kets, intellectual property rights, and the
free exchange of information to the develop-
ment of science and technology; and

(3) expresses continued support for the
principles of the Agreement Between the
Government of the United States and the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China on Cooperation in Science and Tech-
nology, done at Washington January 31, 1979,
to which both countries remain committed.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4100. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 83, to require the Secretary
of the Interior to assemble a team of tech-
nical, policy, and financial experts to address
the energy needs of the insular areas of the
United States and the Freely Associated
States through the development of energy
action plans aimed at promoting access to
affordable, reliable energy, including in-
creasing use of indigenous clean-energy re-
sources, and for other purposes.

SA 4101. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 4100 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 83, supra.

SA 4102. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 83, supra.

SA 4103. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 4102 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 83, supra.

SA 4104. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 4103 proposed by Mr. REID
to the amendment SA 4102 proposed by Mr.
REID to the bill H.R. 83, supra.

SA 4105. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions and make technical correc-
tions, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide for the tax treatment of
ABLE accounts established under State pro-
grams for the care of family members with
disabilities, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.
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SA 4106. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4107. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4108. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4109. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4110. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4111. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4112, Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4113. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4114. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4115, Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 4116. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 5771, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4117. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
CooNs, Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. MARKEY, and Mrs. BOXER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 83, to require
the Secretary of the Interior to assemble a
team of technical, policy, and financial ex-
perts to address the energy needs of the insu-
lar areas of the United States and the Freely
Associated States through the development
of energy action plans aimed at promoting
access to affordable, reliable energy, includ-
ing increasing use of indigenous clean-en-
ergy resources, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4118. Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. MERKLEY sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill H.R. 83, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

——

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4100. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 83, to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to
assemble a team of technical, policy,
and financial experts to address the en-
ergy needs of the insular areas of the
United States and the Freely Associ-
ated States through the development
of energy action plans aimed at pro-
moting access to affordable, reliable
energy, including increasing use of in-
digenous clean-energy resources, and
for other purposes; as follows:

At the end, add the following:
This Act shall become effective 1 day after
enactment.

SA 4101. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 4100 pro-
posed by Mr. REID to the bill H.R. 83, to
require the Secretary of the Interior to
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assemble a team of technical, policy,
and financial experts to address the en-
ergy needs of the insular areas of the
United States and the Freely Associ-
ated States through the development
of energy action plans aimed at pro-
moting access to affordable, reliable
energy, including increasing use of in-
digenous clean-energy resources, and
for other purposes; as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘‘1 day’’ and in-
sert ‘2 days’’.

SA 4102. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 83, to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to
assemble a team of technical, policy,
and financial experts to address the en-
ergy needs of the insular areas of the
United States and the Freely Associ-
ated States through the development
of energy action plans aimed at pro-
moting access to affordable, reliable
energy, including increasing use of in-
digenous clean-energy resources, and
for other purposes; as follows:

At the end, add the following:
This Act shall become effective 3 days
after enactment.

SA 4103. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 4102 pro-
posed by Mr. REID to the bill H.R. 83, to
require the Secretary of the Interior to
assemble a team of technical, policy,
and financial experts to address the en-
ergy needs of the insular areas of the
United States and the Freely Associ-
ated States through the development
of energy action plans aimed at pro-
moting access to affordable, reliable
energy, including increasing use of in-
digenous clean-energy resources, and
for other purposes; as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘3 days’ and in-
sert ‘4 days’’.

SA 4104. Mr. REID proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 4103 pro-
posed by Mr. REID to the amendment
SA 4102 proposed by Mr. REID to the
bill H.R. 83, to require the Secretary of
the Interior to assemble a team of
technical, policy, and financial experts
to address the energy needs of the insu-
lar areas of the United States and the
Freely Associated States through the
development of energy action plans
aimed at promoting access to afford-
able, reliable energy, including increas-
ing use of indigenous clean-energy re-
sources, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

In the amendment, strike ‘“4” and insert
5.

SA 4105. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 5771, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
certain expiring provisions and make
technical corrections, to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide
for the tax treatment of ABLE ac-
counts established under State pro-
grams for the care of family members
with disabilities, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

Beginning on page 135, strike line 11 and
all that follows through page 140, line 4 and
insert the following:
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‘‘(e) OTHER DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL
RULES.—For purposes of this section—

(1) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—An individual is
an eligible individual for a taxable year if
during such taxable year the individual is
entitled to benefits based on blindness or dis-
ability under title II or XVI of the Social Se-
curity Act, and such blindness or disability
occurred before the date on which the indi-
vidual attained age 26.

‘(2) DESIGNATED BENEFICIARY.—The term
‘designated beneficiary’ in connection with
an ABLE account established under a quali-
fied ABLE program means the eligible indi-
vidual who established an ABLE account and
is the owner of such account.

‘“(3) MEMBER OF FAMILY.—The term ‘mem-
ber of the family’ means, with respect to any
designated beneficiary, an individual who
bears a relationship to such beneficiary
which is described in subparagraph section
152(d)(2)(B). For purposes of the preceding
sentence, a rule similar to the rule of section
152(f)(1)(B) shall apply.

‘“(4) QUALIFIED DISABILITY EXPENSES.—The
term ‘qualified disability expenses’ means
any expenses related to the eligible individ-
ual’s blindness or disability which are made
for the benefit of an eligible individual who
is the designated beneficiary, including the
following expenses: education, housing,
transportation, employment training and
support, assistive technology and personal
support services, health, prevention and
wellness, financial management and admin-
istrative services, legal fees, expenses for
oversight and monitoring, funeral and burial
expenses, and other expenses, which are ap-
proved by the Secretary under regulations
and consistent with the purposes of this sec-
tion.

“(6) ABLE ACCOUNT.—The term ‘ABLE ac-
count’ means an account established by an
eligible individual, owned by such eligible in-
dividual, and maintained under a qualified
ABLE program.

‘‘(6) CONTRACTING STATE.—The term ‘con-
tracting State’ means a State without a
qualified ABLE program which has entered
into a contract with a State with a qualified
ABLE program to provide residents of the
contracting State access to a qualified ABLE
program.

‘(f) TRANSFER TO STATE.—Subject to any
outstanding payments due for qualified dis-
ability expenses, upon the death of the des-
ignated beneficiary, all amounts remaining
in the qualified ABLE account not in excess
of the amount equal to the total medical as-
sistance paid for the designated beneficiary
after the establishment of the account, net
of any premiums paid from the account or
paid by or on behalf of the beneficiary to a
Medicaid Buy-In program under any State
Medicaid plan established under title XIX of
the Social Security Act, shall be distributed
to such State upon filing of a claim for pay-
ment by such State. For purposes of this
paragraph, the State shall be a creditor of an
ABLE account and not a beneficiary. Sub-
section (c)(3) shall not apply to a distribu-
tion under the preceding sentence.

‘(g) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
prescribe such regulations or other guidance
as the Secretary determines necessary or ap-
propriate to carry out the purposes of this
section, including regulations—

‘(1) to enforce the 1 ABLE account per eli-
gible individual limit,

‘“(2) providing for the information required
to be presented to open an ABLE account,

‘“(3) to generally define qualified disability
expenses,

‘“(4) to prevent fraud and abuse with re-
spect to amounts claimed as qualified dis-
ability expenses,

‘“(6) under chapters 11, 12, and 13 of this
title, and
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