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His regiment worked its way toward 
Bloody Nose Ridge, where they became 
surrounded on three sides and suffered 
heavy casualties. Despite persistent 
enemy fire, receiving shrapnel wounds 
in both of his legs, and blasts blowing 
out both his ear drums, Duke fought 
hard through the 6-day battle. In the 
end, Duke was one of only 29 survivors 
of his battalion. He received the Purple 
Heart and was promoted to corporal for 
his heroic efforts and leadership at 
Peleliu. 

After recovering from his numerous 
injuries, Duke resumed Active Duty 
and rejoined his brothers in arms in 
the Battle of Okinawa. A Company, 1st 
and 3rd platoons were tasked with ad-
vancing on enemy positions, and Duke 
was assigned 3rd squad leader of the 1st 
platoon. On May 5, 1945, 2nd Squad 
Leader CPL John Brady was burned by 
a phosphorous grenade. Under heavy 
fire, Duke threw CPL Brady over his 
shoulder and carried him to safety. 
Duke then swiftly returned to the 
frontline and proceeded to engage a se-
ries of six enemy machine gun nests. 
Duke was the only member of his 12- 
person team to reach the fourth nest, 
and he continued moving forward and 
removed the last two nests by himself. 
His actions permitted the First Marine 
Division to safely advance up the ridge. 

While many Americans were honored 
for their courageous actions that day 
and throughout the campaign, Duke’s 
heroic actions have largely gone unrec-
ognized. I stand here today and ask 
that Duke’s selfless and brave actions 
be acknowledged and not soon forgot-
ten. Duke received an honorable dis-
charge from the United States Marine 
Corps on February 28, 1947, ending a 
military career that undoubtedly 
factored into American successes in 
the Pacific Theater. 

Duke is most deserving of recogni-
tion for his exemplary bravery in the 
face of great danger and for putting the 
concerns of others always before his 
own. His selfless acts saved the lives of 
his colleagues and helped to secure 
American victory in that great war. 
Our Nation will always be grateful for 
Duke’s dedicated service, and as thank-
ful citizens, we must never take for 
granted the courage displayed by he-
roes like Corporal Loren Duke 
Abdalla.∑ 
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REMEMBERING BRET KNAPP 
∑ Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, in New Mexico we are very 
proud to be the home of Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. LANL employs 
some of the finest scientists and re-
searchers in the world. Each day, these 
brilliant public servants go to work 
and make vital contributions to our 
national security and to cutting-edge 
scientific and innovative advances. 

The dedicated men and women of 
LANL are a credit to my State and to 
our Nation. It is with regret that I rise 
today to remember Bret Knapp, a val-
ued member of the LANL team, who 
passed away last month. 

Mr. Knapp received his B.A. in me-
chanical engineering at the California 
Polytechnic State University and his 
M.S. in mechanical engineering at the 
University of California, Davis. 

In a career that spanned over three 
decades, Mr. Knapp demonstrated val-
ued expertise and leadership. His com-
mitment to excellence was a defining 
element of his career, and, even as we 
mourn his passing, we are grateful for 
his service. 

Over the years, Mr. Knapp estab-
lished an outstanding reputation for 
programmatic achievements, as well as 
for technical depth, honest and open 
communication, and fostering a strong 
sense of partnership and collaboration. 
He was the principal associate director 
for the weapons program at LANL, 
which plays a crucial role in sup-
porting our country’s defense, energy, 
and environmental needs. He also 
served as acting director at the Law-
rence Livermore National Laboratory. 

Among his many accomplishments at 
LANL, Bret Knapp integrated the plan-
ning and execution of the stockpile 
stewardship program, which is a crit-
ical mission for the Nation. He re-
ceived the NNSA Defense Program In-
dividual Award for Excellence in 2000 
and two NNSA Defense Program 
Awards for Excellence in 1998 and 1999. 

Those are, of course, the public and 
well-deserved accolades of an exem-
plary career. But for those who worked 
closely with Bret Knapp, they recall an 
inspiring colleague, a good friend, and 
someone who will be greatly missed. 

I offer my sincere condolences to Mr. 
Knapp’s wife Sheryl and their sons, 
Trevor and Cameron. I hope that, for 
all of Bret Knapp’s friends and family, 
your memories of his life will offer a 
measure of comfort now in your loss.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:16 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H.R. 2640) to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to adjust the Crooked 
River boundary, to provide water cer-
tainty for the City of Prineville, Or-
egon, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 3329) to en-
hance the ability of community finan-
cial institutions to foster economic 
growth and serve their communities, 
boost small businesses, increase indi-
vidual savings, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, without amendment: 

S. 1353. An act to provide for an ongoing, 
voluntary public-private partnership to im-
prove cybersecurity, and to strengthen cy-
bersecurity research and development, work-
force development and education, and public 
awareness and preparedness, and for other 
purposes. 

S.1474. An act to amend the Violence 
Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 

to repeal a special rule for the State of Alas-
ka, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 5859. An act to impose sanctions with 
respect to the Russian Federation, to provide 
additional assistance to Ukraine, and for 
other purposes. 

At 1:00 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2591. An act to amend certain provi-
sions of the FAA Modernization and Reform 
Act of 2012. 

H.R. 5699. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire approxi-
mately 44 acres of land in Martinez, Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5803. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to assemble a team of tech-
nical, policy, and financial experts to address 
the energy needs of the insular areas of the 
United States and the Freely Associated 
States through the development of energy 
action plans aimed at promoting access to 
affordable, reliable energy, including in-
creasing use of indigenous clean-energy re-
sources, and for other purposes. 

At 5:13 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 2338. An act to reauthorize the United 
States Anti-Doping Agency, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3008. An act to extend temporarily the 
extended period of protection for members of 
uniformed services relating to mortgages, 
mortgage foreclosure, and eviction, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the text of the bill (H.R. 
2952) to require the Secretary of Home-
land Security to assess the cybersecu-
rity workforce of the Department of 
Homeland Security and develop a com-
prehensive workforce strategy, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment to 
the title. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 4007) to recod-
ify and reauthorize the Chemical Facil-
ity Anti-Terrorism Standards Pro-
gram. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 1238(b)(3) of the 
Floyd D. Spence National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 
U.S.C. 7002), amended by division P of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Reso-
lution, 2003 (22 U.S.C. 6901), the Minor-
ity Leader reappoints the following 
member on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the United States- 
China Economic and Security Review 
Commission: Mr. Michael Wessel of 
Falls Church, Virginia. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 3(b) of the Public 
Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 
2001 (42 U.S.C. 15202), the Minority 
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Leader appoints the following member 
on the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Medal of Valor Review 
Board: Mr. Brian Fengel of Bartonville, 
Illinois. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
The President pro tempore (Mr. 

LEAHY) announced that on today, De-
cember 12, 2014, he had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, previously signed 
by the Speaker of the House: 

S. 1000. An act to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget to pre-
pare a crosscut budget for restoration activi-
ties in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1683. An act to provide for the transfer 
of naval vessels to certain foreign recipients, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1691. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to improve the security of the 
United States border and to provide for re-
forms and rate of pay for border patrol 
agents. 

S. 2142. An act to impose targeted sanc-
tions on persons responsible for violations of 
human rights of antigovernment protesters 
in Venezuela, to strengthen civil society in 
Venezuela, and for other purposes. 

S. 2270. An act to clarify the application of 
certain leverage and risk-based requirements 
under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act. 

S. 2444. An act to authorize appropriations 
for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2015, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2519. An act to codify an existing oper-
ations center for cybersecurity. 

S. 2521. An act to amend chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code, to provide for reform 
to Federal information security. 

S. 2651. An act to repeal certain mandates 
of the Department of Homeland Security Of-
fice of Inspector General. 

S. 2759. An act to release the City of St. 
Clair, Missouri, from all restrictions, condi-
tions, and limitations on the use, encum-
brance, conveyance, and closure of the St. 
Clair Regional Airport. 

H.R. 1067. An act to make revisions in title 
36, United States Code, as necessary to keep 
the title current and make technical correc-
tions and improvements. 

H.R. 1204. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) to establish 
an Aviation Security Advisory Committee, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1281. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize programs 
under part A of title XI of such Act. 

H.R. 1447. An act to encourage States to re-
port to the Attorney General certain infor-
mation regarding the deaths of individuals in 
the custody of law enforcement agencies, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2719. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to imple-
ment best practices and improve trans-
parency with regard to technology acquisi-
tion programs, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2952. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to assess the cyberse-
curity workforce of the Department of 
Homeland Security and develop a com-
prehensive workforce strategy, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3044. An act to approve the transfer of 
Yellow Creek Port properties in Iuka, Mis-
sissippi. 

H.R. 3374. An act to provide for the use of 
savings promotion raffle products by finan-
cial institutions to encourage savings, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 3468. An act to amend the Federal 
Credit Union Act to extend insurance cov-

erage to amounts held in a member account 
on behalf of another person, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 4007. An act to recodify and reauthor-
ize the Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism 
Standards Program. 

H.R. 4193. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to change the default invest-
ment fund under the Thrift Savings Plan, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4199. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs medical center in Waco, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Doris Miller Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center’’. 

H.R. 4681. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4926. An act to designate a segment of 
Interstate Route 35 in the State of Min-
nesota as the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Memorial 
Highway’’. 

H.R. 5705. An act to modify certain provi-
sions relating to the Propane Education and 
Research Council. 

At 7:07 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following joint resolution, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.J. Res. 131. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2015, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.Con.Res. 125. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for the sine die adjournment of the 
second session of the One Hundred Thir-
teenth Congress. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 7:51 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore 
(Mr. WOLF) has signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

S. 1353. An act to provide for an ongoing, 
voluntary public-private partnership to im-
prove cybersecurity, and to strengthen cy-
bersecurity research and development, work-
force development and education, and public 
awareness and preparedness, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1474. An act to amend the Violence 
Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 
to repeal a special rule for the State of Alas-
ka, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2640. An act to amend the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act to adjust the Crooked 
River boundary, to provide water certainty 
for the City of Prineville, Oregon, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 3096. An act to designate the building 
occupied by the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion located at 801 Follin Lane, Vienna, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘Michael D. Resnick Terrorist 
Screening Center’’. 

H.R. 3329. An act to enhance the ability of 
community financial institutions to foster 
economic growth and serve their commu-
nities, boost small businesses, increase indi-
vidual savings, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4771. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to more effectively regulate 
anabolic steroids. 

H.R. 5057. An act to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to permit exemp-

tions for external power supplies from cer-
tain efficiency standards, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 
The Secretary of the Senate reported 

that on today, December 12, 2014, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 1000. An act to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget to pre-
pare a crosscut budget for restoration activi-
ties in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1683. An act to provide for the transfer 
of naval vessels to certain foreign recipients, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1691. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to improve the security of the 
United States border and to provide for re-
forms and rate of pay for border patrol 
agents. 

S. 2142. An act to impose targeted sanc-
tions on persons responsible for violations of 
human rights of antigovernment protesters 
in Venezuela, to strengthen civil society in 
Venezuela, and for other purposes. 

S. 2270. An act to clarify the application of 
certain leverage and risk-based requirements 
under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act. 

S. 2444. An act to authorize appropriations 
for the Coast Guard for fiscal year 2015, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2519. An act to codify an existing oper-
ations center for cybersecurity. 

S. 2521. An act to amend chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code, to provide for reform 
to Federal information security. 

S. 2651. An act to repeal certain mandates 
of the Department of Homeland Security Of-
fice of Inspector General. 

S. 2759. An act to release the City of St. 
Clair, Missouri, from all restrictions, condi-
tions, and limitations on the use, encum-
brance, conveyance, and closure of the St. 
Clair Regional Airport. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–8156. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Vice Admiral 
Paul J. Bushong, United States Navy, and 
his advancement to the grade of vice admiral 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–8157. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fluopyram; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9918–99) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 11, 
2014; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–8158. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Natamycin; Amendment to an Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’’ (FRL No. 9919–35) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 11, 2014; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–8159. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel, Bureau of the Fiscal Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
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