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when our Nation is having an impor-
tant conversation about police encoun-
ters that result in the loss of life, we 
know that hundreds of police-related 
deaths are unaccounted for in Federal 
statistics. The Death in Custody Re-
porting Act will require that State and 
Federal law enforcement officials re-
port deaths in their custody, including 
those that occur during arrest. The 
Justice Department will then have the 
opportunity to analyze the data and 
see what we can learn from it. The 
American people deserve as much. 

Too many communities across our 
country are losing faith in our justice 
system. This bill provides a step to-
ward accountability, and it is my hope 
that it may ultimately lead to restor-
ing some measure of trust in these 
communities. If we are ever able to 
truly embody the words engraved in 
Vermont marble above the United 
States Supreme Court building, ‘‘Equal 
Justice Under the Law,’’ then more of 
course must be done. I look forward to 
continuing these efforts in the next 
Congress. 

The prior authorization for the Death 
in Custody Reporting Act expired in 
2006, and after too many years of inac-
tion, I am glad that Democrats and Re-
publicans have come together and sent 
this reauthorization bill to the Presi-
dent for signature. My appreciation 
goes to Congressman BOBBY SCOTT, who 
sponsored and has long championed 
this legislation, as well Senator RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, who sponsored a 
Senate version. 

This has been an important week for 
transparency. On Monday, the Senate 
came together to pass my bipartisan 
FOIA Improvement Act and I hope the 
House will soon take up this bill. On 
Tuesday, I spoke on the Senate floor in 
favor of the release of the executive 
summary of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee Study of the CIA’s Deten-
tion and Interrogation Program. Both 
of these actions did not come easily, 
but in both instances the interests of 
the American public and our values as 
a democracy prevailed. Today, we have 
again come together in the interest of 
transparency for the betterment of our 
Nation. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1447) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

AMERICAN SAVINGS PROMOTION 
ACT 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 3374 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3374) to provide for the use of 

savings promotion raffle products by finan-
cial institutions to encourage savings, and 
for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3374) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

SMART SAVINGS ACT 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H.R. 
4193, which was received from the 
House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4193) to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to change the default invest-
ment fund under the Thrift Savings Plan, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4193) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL 
HIGHWAY 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4926, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4926) to designate a segment of 
Interstate Route 35 in the State of Min-
nesota as the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Memorial 
Highway.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read three times 
and passed and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4926) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

PROPANE EDUCATION AND RE-
SEARCH ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 
2014 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of H.R. 
5705, which was received from the 
House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5705) to modify certain provi-
sions relating to the Propane Education and 
Research Council. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5705) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

DIGNIFIED INTERMENT OF OUR 
VETERANS ACT OF 2014 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 2822 and the 
Senate proceed to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (S. 2822) to require the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to conduct a study on mat-
ters relating to the burial of unclaimed re-
mains of veterans in national cemeteries, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BENNET. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be read a 
third time and passed, and the motion 
to reconsider be made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2822) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 2822 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Dignified In-
terment of Our Veterans Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

STUDY ON MATTERS RELATING TO 
BURIAL OF UNCLAIMED REMAINS OF 
VETERANS IN NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES. 

(a) STUDY AND REPORT REQUIRED.—Not 
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall— 
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(1) complete a study on matters relating to 

the interring of unclaimed remains of vet-
erans in national cemeteries under the con-
trol of the National Cemetery Administra-
tion; and 

(2) submit to Congress a report on the find-
ings of the Secretary with respect to the 
study required under paragraph (1). 

(b) MATTERS STUDIED.—The matters stud-
ied under subsection (a)(1) shall include the 
following: 

(1) Determining the scope of issues relating 
to unclaimed remains of veterans, including 
an estimate of the number of unclaimed re-
mains of veterans. 

(2) Assessing the effectiveness of the proce-
dures of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for working with persons or entities having 
custody of unclaimed remains to facilitate 
interment of unclaimed remains of veterans 
in national cemeteries under the control of 
the National Cemetery Administration. 

(3) Assessing State and local laws that af-
fect the ability of the Secretary to inter un-
claimed remains of veterans in national 
cemeteries under the control of the National 
Cemetery Administration. 

(4) Developing recommendations for such 
legislative or administrative action as the 
Secretary considers appropriate. 

(c) METHODOLOGY.— 
(1) NUMBER OF UNCLAIMED REMAINS.—In es-

timating the number of unclaimed remains 
of veterans under subsection (b)(1), the Sec-
retary may review such subset of applicable 
entities as the Secretary considers appro-
priate, including a subset of funeral homes 
and coroner offices that possess unclaimed 
veterans remains. 

(2) ASSESSMENT OF STATE AND LOCAL 
LAWS.—In assessing State and local laws 
under subsection (b)(3), the Secretary may 
assess such sample of applicable State and 
local laws as the Secretary considers appro-
priate in lieu of reviewing all applicable 
State and local laws. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO 
THE FAMILY OF ABDUL-RAHMAN 
PETER KASSIG AND CON-
DEMNING THE TERRORIST ACTS 
OF THE ISLAMIC STATE OF IRAQ 
AND THE LEVANT 
Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. Res. 598, 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 598) expressing condo-
lences to the family of Abdul-Rahman Peter 
Kassig and condemning the terrorist acts of 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 598) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2992 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I under-
stand that S. 2992 is at the desk and 
due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2992) to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to reform procedures for deter-
minations to proceed in trial by court-mar-
tial for certain offenses under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. BENNET. I object to any further 
proceedings with respect to the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

ORDER FOR PRINTING OF SENATE 
DOCUMENT 

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the tributes to retiring Sen-
ators be printed as a Senate document 
and that Senators be permitted to sub-
mit tributes until December 23, 2014. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—H.R. 
5471 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Banking 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 5471, and the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 11, 2014 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, De-
cember 11, 2014; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; and that fol-
lowing any leader remarks, the Senate 
resume consideration of the motion to 
concur in the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment to accompany H.R. 
3979, NDAA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. BENNET. For the information of 
all Senators, there will be a cloture 
vote on the motion to concur on the 
Defense authorization bill at 10:30 a.m. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. BENNET. If there is no further 
business to come before the Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent that it adjourn 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:55 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
December 11, 2014, at 9:30 a.m. 
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