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December 10, 2014

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that Deepa Ghosh, a foreign affairs fel-
low in my office, and Kaveh
Sadeghzadeh, a natural resources fel-
low, be granted floor privileges for the
remainder of the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
people from my office be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of the
113th Congress: Military Fellow, Chief
Master Sergeant Lavor Kirkpatrick;
Interns Lee Kearns, Eleanor Murphy,
Morgan Mena, and Joy Demmert.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection.

Ms. LANDRIEU. I ask unanimous
consent that Jonathon Burpee, a Na-
tional Park Service fellow on the staff
of the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, be granted floor privileges
for the duration of the 113th Congress.

———

RECOGNIZING 20 YEARS SINCE THE
GENOCIDE IN RWANDA

On Tuesday, December 9, 2014, the
Senate adopted S. Res. 413, as amended,
with its preamble, as amended, as fol-
lows:

S. RES. 413

Whereas in the aftermath of the Holocaust,
the United Nations General Assembly adopt-
ed the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide declar-
ing that genocide, whether committed in a
time of peace or war, is a crime under inter-
national law;

Whereas the United States was the first
country to sign the Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, and the Senate voted to ratify the
Convention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide on February
11, 1986;

Whereas, for approximately 100 days be-
tween April 7, 1994, and July 1994, more than
800,000 civilians were killed in a genocide in
Rwanda that targeted members of the Tutsi,
moderate Hutu, and Twa populations, result-
ing in the horrific deaths of nearly 70 percent
of the Tutsi population living in Rwanda;

Whereas the massacres of innocent Rwan-
dan civilians were premeditated and system-
atic attempts to eliminate the Tutsi popu-
lation by Hutu extremists, fueled by hatred
and incitement propagated by newspapers
and radio;

Whereas in addition to systematic tar-
geting of an ethnic minority in Rwanda re-
sulting in the mass slaughter of innocent ci-
vilians, rape was also used as a weapon of
war;

Whereas, despite the deployment of the
United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwan-
da (UNAMIR) in October 1993 following the
end of the Rwandan Civil War, its mandate
was insufficient to ensure the protection of
large swathes of the population, dem-
onstrating the inability of the United Na-
tions to effectively respond to the unfolding
genocide and stop or mitigate its impact;

Whereas, on July 4, 1994, the Rwandan Pa-
triotic Front, a trained military group con-
sisting of formerly exiled Tutsis, began its
takeover of the country, which resulted in
an ending of the genocide, though not a com-
plete end to the violence, including retribu-
tion;
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Whereas, in October 1994, the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was es-
tablished as the first international tribunal
with the mandate to prosecute the crime of
genocide and ultimately prosecuted 63 indi-
viduals for war crimes, including genocide
and crimes against humanity as well as the
first convictions for rape as a weapon of war;

Whereas the United States Government
supports initiatives to ensure that victims of
genocide and mass atrocities are not forgot-
ten, and has committed to work with inter-
national partners to help prevent genocide
and mass atrocities and identify and support
a range of actions to protect civilian popu-
lations at risk;

Whereas, in July 2004, the Senate adopted
Senate Concurrent Resolution 133 and the
House of Representatives adopted House
Concurrent Resolution 467, declaring that
‘“‘the atrocities unfolding in Darfur, Sudan,
are genocide’”, and calling on the United
States Government and the international
community to take measures to address the
situation immediately;

Whereas, in September 2004, the United
States Government, in testimony by Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell before the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate,
declared the ongoing conflict in Darfur,
Sudan, a ‘‘genocide’ perpetrated by the gov-
ernment based in Khartoum against its own
people and affecting over 2,400,000 people in
Sudan, including an estimated 200,000 fatali-
ties;

Whereas, in September 2005, the United
States joined other members of the United
Nations in adopting United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 60/1, which affirmed
that the international community has a re-
sponsibility to use appropriate diplomatic,
humanitarian and other peaceful means to
help protect populations from genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against
humanity;

Whereas, in December 2011, the Senate
unanimously passed Senate Concurrent Res-
olution 71, recognizing the United States na-
tional interest in helping to prevent and
mitigate acts of genocide and other mass
atrocities against civilians, and urging the
development of a whole of government ap-
proach to prevent and mitigate such acts;

Whereas, in April 2012, President Barack
Obama established the Atrocities Prevention
Board within the United States inter-agency
structure, chaired by National Security
staff, to help identify and more effectively
address atrocity threats, including genocide,
as a core national security interest and core
moral responsibility;

Whereas, in July 2013, the National Intel-
ligence Council completed the first ever Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate on the global
risk for mass atrocities and genocide;

Whereas, in January 2014, the National Di-
rector of Intelligence testified before the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the Sen-
ate, stating that ‘‘the overall risk of mass
atrocities worldwide will probably increase
in 2014 and beyond. . . . Much of the world
will almost certainly turn to the United
States for leadership to prevent and respond
to mass atrocities.”’;

Whereas, despite measures taken by the
United States Government and other govern-
ments since 1994, the international commu-
nity still faces the challenges of responding
to escalation of violence, atrocities, and reli-
gious-based conflict in many corners of the
globe, including Syria and the Central Afri-
can Republic, and a failure of the inter-
national community to appropriately re-
spond to and address the rapidly deterio-
rating situation could result in further
atrocities;

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council was unable to pass a resolution con-
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demning the Government of Bashar al Assad
of Syria for the use of chemical weapons
against civilians, killing more than 1,400 of
his own people in August 2013; and

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon recommended to the United
Nations Security Council the establishment
of a United Nations peacekeeping mission in
the Central African Republic with the pri-
mary mandate to protect civilians: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the United Nations designa-
tion of April 7th as the International Day of
Reflection on the Genocide in Rwanda;

(2) honors the memory of the more than
800,000 victims of the Rwandan genocide and
expresses sympathy for those whose lives
were forever changed by this horrific event;

(3) expresses support for the people of
Rwanda as they remember the victims of
genocide;

(4) affirms it is in the national interest of
the United States to work in close coordina-
tion with international partners to prevent
and mitigate acts of genocide and mass
atrocities;

(5) condemns ongoing acts of violence and
mass atrocities perpetrated against innocent
civilians in Syria, the Central African Re-
public, South Sudan, Sudan and elsewhere;

(6) urges the President to confer with Con-
gress on an ongoing basis regarding the pri-
orities and objectives of the Atrocities Pre-
vention Board;

(7) urges the President to work with Con-
gress to strengthen the United States Gov-
ernment’s ability to identify and more rap-
idly respond to genocide and mass atrocities
in order to prevent where possible and miti-
gate the impact of such events;

(8) clarifies that nothing in this resolution
shall be construed as an authorization for
the use of force or a declaration of war; and

(9) supports ongoing United States and
international efforts to—

(A) strengthen multilateral peacekeeping
capacities;

(B) build capacity for democratic rule of
law, security sector reform, and other meas-
ures to improve civilian protection in areas
of conflict;

(C) ensure measures of accountability for
per-petrators of mass atrocities and crimes
against humanity; and

(D) strengthen the work of United States
and international institutions, such as the
Holocaust Memorial Museum, which are
working to document, identify, and prevent
mass atrocities and inspire citizens and lead-
ers worldwide to confront hatred and prevent
genocide.

———

DEATH IN CUSTODY REPORTING
ACT OF 2013

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 604, H.R. 1447.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1447) to encourage States to re-
port to the Attorney General certain infor-
mation regarding the death of individuals in
the custody of law enforcement agencies, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today
Senators have finally come together to
pass the Death in Custody Reporting
Act, which will provide important
transparency to law enforcement ef-
forts and our prison system. At a time
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when our Nation is having an impor-
tant conversation about police encoun-
ters that result in the loss of life, we
know that hundreds of police-related
deaths are unaccounted for in Federal
statistics. The Death in Custody Re-
porting Act will require that State and
Federal law enforcement officials re-
port deaths in their custody, including
those that occur during arrest. The
Justice Department will then have the
opportunity to analyze the data and
see what we can learn from it. The
American people deserve as much.

Too many communities across our
country are losing faith in our justice
system. This bill provides a step to-
ward accountability, and it is my hope
that it may ultimately lead to restor-
ing some measure of trust in these
communities. If we are ever able to
truly embody the words engraved in
Vermont marble above the TUnited
States Supreme Court building, ‘‘Equal
Justice Under the Law,” then more of
course must be done. I look forward to
continuing these efforts in the next
Congress.

The prior authorization for the Death
in Custody Reporting Act expired in
2006, and after too many years of inac-
tion, I am glad that Democrats and Re-
publicans have come together and sent
this reauthorization bill to the Presi-
dent for signature. My appreciation
goes to Congressman BOBBY SCOTT, who
sponsored and has long championed
this legislation, as well Senator RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, who sponsored a
Senate version.

This has been an important week for
transparency. On Monday, the Senate
came together to pass my bipartisan
FOIA Improvement Act and I hope the
House will soon take up this bill. On
Tuesday, I spoke on the Senate floor in
favor of the release of the executive
summary of the Senate Intelligence
Committee Study of the CIA’s Deten-
tion and Interrogation Program. Both
of these actions did not come easily,
but in both instances the interests of
the American public and our values as
a democracy prevailed. Today, we have
again come together in the interest of
transparency for the betterment of our
Nation.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1447) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

AMERICAN SAVINGS PROMOTION
ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee
be discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 3374 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3374) to provide for the use of
savings promotion raffle products by finan-
cial institutions to encourage savings, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3374) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

SMART SAVINGS ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of H.R.
4193, which was received from the
House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4193) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to change the default invest-
ment fund under the Thrift Savings Plan,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read three times and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4193) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

—

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
HIGHWAY

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4926, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4926) to designate a segment of
Interstate Route 35 in the State of Min-
nesota as the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Memorial
Highway.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read three times
and passed and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4926) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.
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PROPANE EDUCATION AND RE-
SEARCH ENHANCEMENT ACT OF
2014

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of H.R.
5705, which was received from the
House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5705) to modify certain provi-
sions relating to the Propane Education and
Research Council.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time
and passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5705) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

DIGNIFIED INTERMENT OF OUR
VETERANS ACT OF 2014

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Veterans’
Affairs Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. 2822 and the
Senate proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2822) to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to conduct a study on mat-
ters relating to the burial of unclaimed re-
mains of veterans in national cemeteries,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed, and the motion
to reconsider be made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2822) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2822

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Dignified In-

terment of Our Veterans Act of 2014,

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
STUDY ON MATTERS RELATING TO
BURIAL OF UNCLAIMED REMAINS OF
VETERANS IN NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES.

(a) STUDY AND REPORT REQUIRED.—Not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall—
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