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the input of farm bureau leadership, 
staff and members. I look forward to 
continuing to work with this seasoned 
Idaho organization in shaping agri-
culture and natural resources policy to 
ensure that it best meets the needs of 
Idaho producers. 

Congratulation to the Idaho Farm 
Bureau and its membership on this sig-
nificant milestone. I wish you contin-
ued success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BENJAMIN CHARLES 
STEELE 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor Benjamin Charles Steele, a 
veteran of World War II. 

On behalf of all Montanans and all 
Americans, I stand to say ‘‘thank you’’ 
to Ben for his service to our Nation. 

It is my honor to share the story of 
Ben’s service in World War II, because 
no story of bravery—especially not one 
from our ‘‘greatest generation’’— 
should ever be forgotten. 

Ben was born on November 11, 1917, in 
Roundup, MT. The son of ranchers, Ben 
loved the outdoors. Sometimes he 
would sneak out of school by pre-
tending to go to the bathroom, but in-
stead would jump on his horse and head 
for the ranch. 

Ben was 22 when he enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps in Missoula, MT on 
September 9, 1940. 

In September of 1941, Ben was as-
signed to serve in the Philippines. 

Ben had barely arrived in country 
when the Army gave him a rifle and 
told Ben ‘‘now you’re in the infantry.’’ 

The Japanese attacked on December 
8. A few weeks later, Ben’s unit was 
evacuated from Clark Field and or-
dered to the Bataan Peninsula. In Jan-
uary 1942, Ben was sent to the front 
lines. 

Three months later, the front lines 
collapsed. Soon after, Ben’s unit was 
captured and he and his fellow soldiers 
began the infamous Bataan Death 
March. 

Ben marched for 6 days and was fed 
only two cups of rice. The American 
captives were tormented by the Japa-
nese soldiers. They were forced to walk 
closely together, and if a prisoner 
stumbled, or worse, fell, they were 
bayoneted or shot and killed. 

Ben was a prisoner for three and one- 
half years. During this time, at great 
risk to himself, he secretly made draw-
ings of the torture and cruelty he and 
his fellow prisoners endured. On one 
construction project, 324 prisoners 
started work beside Ben. By the end, 
Ben was one of only 50 surviving pris-
oners. 

Ben then was sent to Japan where he 
did hard labor in the Japanese mines. 
He was liberated once the atomic bomb 
was dropped on Hiroshima, with 
Ground Zero less than 80 miles from 
Ben’s coal mine. When he was freed, 
Ben had dysentery, pneumonia, ma-
laria, blood poisoning and beriberi. 

Ben was discharged from the U.S. Air 
Force on July 10, 1946. After beginning 

his art career drawing on the concrete 
floor of a prison in the Philippines, Ben 
pursued a formal art education. In 1955, 
he received a master’s in art from the 
University of Denver. 

Ben then taught art at Montana 
State University-Billings. To this day, 
he continues to recreate the images of 
his imprisonment through drawings 
and paintings. 

Ben was never ‘‘officially’’ assigned 
to the infantry; the military just hand-
ed him a weapon and told him to go 
fight—and he did. He fought for months 
before he was captured. 

Ben is now 97 years old, living in a 
nursing home in Billings, MT, fighting 
his last battle—and still painting. Ben 
never requested any medals or recogni-
tion for his brave and incredible serv-
ice. A true World War II veteran, Ben 
feels he simply did the job he was sent 
to the Philippines to do. 

But today, it is my honor to honor 
Ben Steele’s true heroism, sacrifice, 
and dedication to service by including 
his story in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

Thank you, Ben.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:56 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 2759. An act to release the City of St. 
Clair, Missouri, from all restrictions, condi-
tions, and limitations on the use, encum-
brance, conveyance, and closure of the St. 
Clair Regional Airport. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 1378. An act to designate the United 
States Federal Judicial Center located at 333 
West Broadway in San Diego, California, as 
the ‘‘John Rhoades Federal Judicial Center’’ 
and to designate the United States court-
house located at 333 West Broadway in San 
Diego, California, as the ‘‘James M. Carter 
and Judith N. Keep United States Court-
house’’. 

H.R. 5059. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide for the conduct 
of annual evaluations of mental health care 
and suicide prevention programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, to require a 
pilot program on loan repayment for psychi-
atrists who agree to serve in the Veterans 
Health Administration of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5086. An act to amend the National 
Trails System Act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a study on the feasi-
bility of designating the Chief Standing Bear 
National Historic Trail, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 5185. An act to reauthorize the Young 
Women’s Breast Health Education and 
Awareness Requires Learning Young Act of 
2009. 

H.R. 5701. An act to require that certain 
Federal lands be held in trust by the United 
States for the benefit of federally recognized 
tribes in the State of Oregon, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 5705. An act to modify certain provi-
sions relating to the Propane Education and 
Research Council. 

H.R. 5764. An act to authorize the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 5781. An act to provide short-term 
water supplies to drought-stricken Cali-
fornia. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following measure was dis-
charged from the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs and re-
ferred as indicated: 

H.R. 5471. An act to amend the Commodity 
Exchange Act and the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934 to specify how clearing require-
ments apply to certain affiliate transactions, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED ON 
DECEMBER 9, 2014 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 579. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 East Court 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, as the ‘‘R. 
Jess Brown United States Courthouse’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 5146. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 700 Grant 
Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as the 
‘‘Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States Court-
house’’; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

H.R. 5385. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 55 Grasso Plaza in St. Louis, Missouri, as 
the ‘‘Sgt. Amanda N. Pinson Post Office’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 5562. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 801 West Ocean Avenue in Lompoc, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Federal Correctional Officer 
Scott J. Williams Memorial Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 5687. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 101 East Market Street in Long Beach, 
California, as the ‘‘Juanita Millender- 
McDonald Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5794. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 16105 Swingley Ridge Road in Chesterfield, 
Missouri, as the ‘‘Sgt. Zachary M. Fisher 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 5086. An act to amend the National 
Trails System Act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a study on the feasi-
bility of designating the Chief Standing Bear 
National Historic Trail, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

H.R. 5781. An act to provide short-term 
water supplies to drought-stricken Cali-
fornia; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE 

CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 2992. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to reform procedures for deter-
minations to proceed to trial by court-mar-
tial for certain offenses under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME ON 
DECEMBER 9, 2014 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 2992. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to reform procedures for deter-
minations to proceed to trial by court-mar-
tial for certain offenses under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, December 10, 2014, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 229. An act to designate the medical cen-
ter of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated at 3900 Woodland Avenue in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Corporal Mi-
chael J. Crescenz Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center’’. 

S. 1434. An act to designate the Junction 
City Community-Based Outpatient Clinic lo-
cated at 715 Southwind Drive, Junction City, 
Kansas, as the Lieutenant General Richard 
J. Seitz Community-Based Outpatient Clin-
ic. 

S. 2673. An act to enhance the strategic 
partnership between the United States and 
Israel. 

S. 2917. An act to expand the program of 
priority review to encourage treatments for 
tropical diseases. 

S. 2921. An act to designate the community 
based outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs located at 310 Home Boule-
vard in Galesburg, Illinois, as the ‘‘Lane A. 
Evans VA Community Based Outpatient 
Clinic’’. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 182. A bill to provide for the 
unencumbering of title to non-Federal land 
owned by the city of Anchorage, Alaska, for 
purposes of economic development by con-
veyance of the Federal reversion interest to 
the City (Rept. No. 113–289). 

S. 398. A bill to establish the Commission 
to Study the Potential Creation of a Na-
tional Women’s History Museum, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 113–290). 

S. 776. A bill to establish the Columbine- 
Hondo Wilderness in the State of New Mex-
ico, to provide for the conveyance of certain 
parcels of National Forest System land in 
the State, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
113–291). 

S. 841. A bill to designate certain Federal 
land in the San Juan National Forest in the 
State of Colorado as wilderness, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 113–292). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 1328. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study of the archeological site and sur-
rounding land of the New Philadelphia town 
site in the State of Illinois, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 113–293). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 1419. A bill to promote research, devel-
opment, and demonstration of marine and 
hydrokinetic renewable energy technologies, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113–294). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 1750. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture 
to enter into agreements with States and po-
litical subdivisions of States providing for 
the continued operation, in whole or in part, 
of public land, units of the National Park 
System, units of the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, and units of the National Forest 
System in the State during any period in 
which the Secretary of the Interior or the 
Secretary of Agriculture is unable to main-
tain normal level of operations at the units 
due to a lapse in appropriations, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 113–295). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 1971. A bill to establish an interagency 
coordination committee or subcommittee 
with the leadership of the Department of En-
ergy and the Department of the Interior, fo-
cused on the nexus between energy and 
water production, use, and efficiency, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 113–296). 

S. 2031. A bill to amend the Act to provide 
for the establishment of the Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore in the State of Wis-
consin, and for other purposes, to adjust the 
boundary of that National Lakeshore to in-
clude the lighthouse known as Ashland Har-
bor Breakwater Light, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 113–297). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 2104. A bill to require the Director of the 
National Park Service to refund to States all 
State funds that were used to reopen and 
temporarily operate a unit of the National 
Park System during the October 2013 shut-
down (Rept. No. 113–298). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 2379. A bill to approve and implement 
the Klamath Basin agreements, to improve 
natural resource management, support eco-
nomic development, and sustain agricultural 
production in the Klamath River Basin in 
the public interest and the interest of the 
United States, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 113–299). 

S. 2602. A bill to establish the Mountains to 
Sound Greenway National Heritage Area in 
the State of Washington (Rept. No. 113–300). 

S. 2873. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to acknowledge contributions at 
units of the National Park System (Rept. 
No. 113–301). 

By Ms. LANDRIEU, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

H.R. 885. To expand the boundary of the 
San Antonio Missions National Historical 
Park, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113– 
302). 

H.R. 1241. A bill to facilitate a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest 
System lands in the Inyo National Forest, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113–303). 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation: 

Report to accompany S. 2094, a bill to pro-
vide for the establishment of nationally uni-
form and environmentally sound standards 
governing discharges incidental to the nor-
mal operation of a vessel (Rept. No. 113–304). 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute: 

S. 1317. A bill to authorize the programs of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration for fiscal years 2014 through 2016 
and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
HARKIN): 

S. 2993. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve the determina-
tion of cohort default rates and provide for 
enhanced civil penalties, and to authorize 
the establishment of an institutional risk- 
sharing commission; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 2994. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of 

1930 to facilitate the administration and en-
forcement of antidumping and counter-
vailing duty orders, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 2995. A bill to direct the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
carry out a pilot program to work with mu-
nicipalities that are seeking to develop and 
implement integrated plans to meet waste-
water and stormwater obligations under the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 2996. A bill to create a limited popu-
lation pathway for approval of certain anti-
bacterial drugs; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 2997. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the exclusion 
for employer-provided dependent care assist-
ance; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico: 
S. Res. 596. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the Senate regarding the need for 
reconciliation in Indonesia and disclosure by 
the United States Government of events sur-
rounding the mass killings during 1965–66; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN): 

S. Res. 597. A resolution commemorating 
and supporting the goals of World AIDS day; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself and 
Mr. COATS): 

S. Res. 598. A resolution expressing condo-
lences to the family of Abdul-Rahman Peter 
Kassig and condemning the terrorist acts of 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant; 
considered and agreed to. 
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