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him in the forehead. Both bullets were fired
from the front. That means that the last
thing my son did was look Adam Lanza
straight in the face and scream to his class-
mates to run. The last thing he saw was that
coward’s eyes.

Before he died, Jesse and I used to talk
about maybe coming to Washington some-
day. He wanted to go up to the Washington
monument. When we talked about it last
year Jesse asked if we could come and meet
the President.

. . . Jesse believed in you.

This is Neil Heslin, his father talk-
ing.

Jesse believed in you. He learned
about you in school and he believed in you.
I want to believe in you, too. I know you
can’t give me Jesse back. Believe me, if I
thought you could, I'd be asking you for
that.

But I want to believe that you will think
about what I told you here today. I want to
believe you’ll think about it and then you’ll
do something about it, whatever you can do
to make sure no other father has to see what
I’ve seen.

That is a pretty powerful message, a
message that on the 2-year anniversary
mark of that horrible tragedy we would
be wise to listen to.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Connecticut is recog-
nized.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
on December 14, 2012, we saw evil, but
we also saw good. We saw tragedy, but
we also saw actions that should con-
tinue to inspire us.

The evil was in a deranged young
man who committed unspeakable and
unimaginable horrific acts, but the
good was exemplified by the police, the
emergency responders, and the teach-
ers who not only risked their lives but
saved other ones. The good was some-
thing that came forward in the days
and months and in the past 2 years.

Often I visit the playgrounds that
have been built throughout the State
of Connecticut in memory of those
children, in memory of Charlotte
Bacon in West Haven and Ana Grace
Marquez-Greene in Hartford, Jessica
Rekos in Fairfield, and Dylon Hockley
in Westfork, and Victoria Soto in
Stratford. I visit them to watch chil-
dren playing, children often the same
age as the wonderful, beautiful chil-
dren who perished on that day, and par-
ents about the same age as the teach-
ers who lost their lives, sixth-grade
educators.

On that day parents in Newtown took
their children to school, kissed them
goodbye and went about their days,
went to work to plan play dates and
snack breaks and holiday parties, and
just hours into that morning many par-
ents were standing at the Sandy Hook
Volunteer Fire Station where I also
went that day. What I saw was through
the eyes of a parent, not just a public
official, the cries of grief, the faces,
and voices filled with tears and long-
ing. Those images I will never forget,
and they have redoubled my own deter-
mination to try to make America safer
and better, to keep faith with those 26
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wonderful people whose lives were lost
that day, and more than 30,000 people
who perished in the United States as a
result of violence simply because many
of them were in the wrong place at the
wrong time—on the street or in neigh-
borhoods or in their own home.

The good that is done every day by
our police and firemen and emergency
responders to try to stem and stop this
epidemic of violence cannot overcome
the flood of guns in our Nation and
cannot compensate for the lack of ef-
fective measures to make America
safer and better by making our laws
against gun violence more effective.

I will never forget that day or any of
the victims or their families, and I
hope America never forgets them as
well. We are memorializing now their
wonderful lives by acts of kindness, but
the best and truest way to memorialize
them in history is to approve effective,
commonsense, sensible measures
against gun violence.

In the aftermath of those horrific
events of December 14, all of Con-
necticut, certainly in Newtown, and
our State came together to lift those
who were so devastatingly impacted,
and those families have shown incred-
ible strength. They sat in the gallery,
they came to visit us and our col-
leagues urging action. Congress’s fail-
ure to act is contemptible and uncon-
scionable and a betrayal of those indi-
viduals. The action that is ultimately
truest and best as a memorial to them
will be for this Congress to act.

In Newtown and around the Nation,
every community in some way was af-
fected in those days and in some way
came together with Newtown. So my
hope is still that that spirit will be an
inspiration to action, that it will be an
impetus to the Congress for effective,
commonsense measures that will pro-
tect countless others who are in danger
and who will die if Congress does not
act.

More than 60,000 firearm deaths have
occurred since December 14, 2012. There
are 32,000 firearm deaths per year.
Those families have demonstrated un-
relenting resolve, and so should we,
and we will. It took more than 10 years
for the Brady law to be approved, even
after a President of the United States
was almost assassinated and his Press
Secretary, Jim Brady, was severely in-
jured and paralyzed.

I hope it will not take 10 years for ac-
tion to be taken by Congress, but we
need the persistence and perseverance
that will carry us through whatever it
takes to achieve lasting reform.

I have been proud to serve as a mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee and to
have worked hard for this measure,
helping to lead the effort to approve
the ban on high-capacity magazines as
well as assault weapons and back-
ground checks. But a mental health
initiative and school safety initiative
have also been part of what we need do.
I will continue my work on those ef-
forts—mental health and school safety
bills I have introduced, including the
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Lori Jackson Domestic Violence Sur-
vivor Protection Act.

Lori Jackson was estranged from her
husband. She obtained a court order
against him because of the real evi-
dence of danger from him. Unfortu-
nately, that court order failed to save
her life because it was only temporary,
and it failed to take away the guns her
husband had. The Lori Jackson Domes-
tic Violence Survivor Protection Act
will fill that gap in our laws now.

Women are five times as likely to die
as a result of domestic violence when
there is a gun in the home. One in five
women are victims of domestic vio-
lence at some point in their lives. That
is the reason we need to continue this
fight on many fronts. Since that day or
about then, on December 14, I have
worn a bracelet and I still do. The writ-
ing has faded and is no longer visible,
but the one thing it said was, ‘‘Love
wins.” I truly believe that love won in
Newtown, that love won when Con-
necticut’s legislature passed a strong
and effective measure. It was the next
step. It is not the end of the work, but
the next step. I believe that love won
through the grace and courage and
strength of the families of those chil-
dren and the loved ones of the teachers
who lost their lives.

I believe love wins every day in our
classrooms around the Nation when
teachers work hard—and they work
hard—and resolve to keep their chil-
dren safe. Love wins every day when
someone stands up and speaks out
against gun violence. Love will win,
eventually. Honor will win. We will
honor those children, and we will cele-
brate the love they felt so deeply and
unconditionally—as only children
can—unqualifiedly for their parents
and their community. I believe that
love will win eventually as long as we
keep working.

I thank the Presiding Officer and
yield the floor.

———————

FAA MODERNIZATION AND
REFORM ACT OF 2012

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL). The Senator from Ohio.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged from
further consideration of S. 2614 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2614) to amend certain pro-
visions of the FAA Modernization and
Reform Act of 2012.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The bill (S. 2614) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2614

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ROLLOVER OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED
IN ATIRLINE CARRIER BANKRUPTCY.

(a) EXTENSION OF TIME ToO FILE CLAIM FOR
REFUND.—Section 1106(a)(3) of the FAA Mod-
ernization and Reform Act of 2012 (26 U.S.C.
408 note) is amended by striking ‘2013 and
inserting ‘‘2015”°.

(b) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—Sec-
tion 1106(c) of such Act is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)(i), by inserting ‘‘or
filed on November 29, 2011,” after ‘2007,”’;
and

(2) in paragraph (2)(B)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘terminated or’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘terminated,’”’; and

(B) by inserting ‘¢, or was frozen effective
November 1, 2012 after ‘‘Pension Protection
Act of 2006”.

Mr. BROWN. I thank the Presiding
Officer.

——————

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—Contin-
ued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

TAXPAYERS RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I wish
to spend a few minutes to talk as in
morning business. I am not going to
offer a unanimous consent request, but
I am putting the majority leader on no-
tice that I will do that before we leave
today or tomorrow or whenever we
leave.

Yesterday the chairman of the Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee, Senator CARPER, and
I, thought we cleared all holds on the
Taxpayers Right-To-Know Act. I wish
to give a little history about that be-
cause for 2 years the House and Senate,
in conjunction with the committees,
have been working on this bill. The his-
tory goes back to a bill that was passed
with President Obama, myself, Senator
McCAIN, and Senator CARPER, and it
was the Federal Financial Trans-
parency and Accountability Act,
usaspending.gov. It was the first start
towards transparency in terms of how
and where we spend our money.

Quite frankly, as we got that bill
through Congress, with we heard the
same thing from OMB that Senator
REID is representing today. President
Bush and his OMB Director didn’t want
that bill. They didn’t think the Amer-
ican people ought to know where their
spending was going. They didn’t think
the American taxpayer ought to have
the right to hold us accountable to
know where we spent the money, on
which programs, and how.

Interestingly, under Republican lead-
ership, we passed that bill against the
wishes of the OMB Director of the Bush
administration, and that bill became
law. The President has touted that bill
as the first in a long line of trans-
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parency which his administration has
embraced—the idea that the American
people ought to know where their
money is being spent.

Since that time, we passed the DATA
Act, which will move us towards better
quality in terms of usaspending.gov,
and then we have the Taxpayers Right-
To-Know Act, which the majority lead-
er objected to yesterday.

Here is what the Taxpayers-Right-
To-Know Act says. It says the taxpayer
has the right to know how many pro-
grams we have in each department,
how much spending is going on in each
program, and where the money is being
spent. It is pretty simple, straight-
forward stuff that we ought to know
about our government.

The question that I am asking is,
Why would anybody in this body object
to us knowing where our money is
being spent? Why would anybody in
this body object to knowing how many
programs each agency has? Why would
anybody in this body object to coordi-
nating with all the transparency things
that we have done thus far and make it
so that 2 years from now the American
people can actually see where their
money is being spent, how much is
being spent on each program in each
State and at what location.

If somebody can give me an honest
explanation and a logical reason for
why we wouldn’t want to do that, I will
take that, and I will not offer another
unanimous consent request. But the
answer from OMB is that it is too hard
to work. It is not too hard to work.
That is exactly what the Bush adminis-
tration said when we said we are going
to have the transparency act and
usaspending.gov. They said it was too
hard, and we can’t do it. We can do it.

The American people are owed that
explanation, they are owed that trans-
parency, and this administration,
through its claims of being the most
transparent administration should step
forward and release this hold.

So before we leave here, I will offer
the unanimous consent request again.
If it is objected to, we will know that
it has nothing to do with reality. It has
nothing to do with honesty, it has
nothing to do with integrity, it has
nothing to do with truth, it has noth-
ing to do with being transparent with
the American people, and it has every-
thing to do with the Federal Govern-
ment saying that it is just too hard to
be honest with the American people to
allow them to see where we are spend-
ing the money.

I find that is really unacceptable for
us, as Members of the Senate. For a
Member of the Senate to stand up and
say, I object to doing that, tells us that
we have a long way to go on much,
much bigger problems if we are going
to play the game just because some-
thing is a little bit tough to do, and we
are going to fall for complaining that
we just can’t get it done.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.
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SSCI STUDY OF THE CIA’S DETENTION AND
INTERROGATION PROGRAM

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I
wish to salute my friend and colleague
from OKklahoma. I don’t agree with
probably 80 to 90 percent of what he
says, but I really respect him. He is a
person of integrity who really cares.
When you shake his hand and make a
deal, a deal is done, which is a rarity
around here, and we wish him the best.

Today I rise to discuss the recently
released report by the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee. As a representative
of one of the most targeted cities in
the world, I feel compelled to speak
about this report. I want to say clearly
that I am troubled by many of its find-
ings.

First, the many members of the CIA
and the intelligence community self-
lessly serve this Nation and put their
lives on the line. They are patriots who
are committed to protecting and serv-
ing America, keeping her safe from
those very real enemies who are ac-
tively seeking to do the unspeakable in
terms of harm. We owe the members of
the CIA and the Intelligence Com-
mittee their due recognition and grati-
tude. We salute them for protecting us.
In many cases, they risk their lives to
protect us and our freedom.

But as with many institutions in our
society, be it part of the government or
part of the private sector, transparency
and accountability for mistakes are an
essential part of the process that pre-
serves the balance in our democracy.
The fact of the matter is this report
lays bare some very troubling activi-
ties on the part of the CIA. It warrants
a close examination. When we find the
conduct of the CIA to be grossly
counter to the Nation’s ideals, we must
reckon with that and make sure we
never go back to the days when our
government sanctioned torture.

Here, I agree with my colleague and
friend from across the aisle, Senator
McCAIN. He has been an unimpeachable
voice on this topic, and has said time
and again that these actions were tor-
ture, and that torture besmirches the
honor of this great Nation.

I also agree with the remarks made
by Vice President JOE BIDEN, that only
a great Nation and only an open and
free society can forthrightly take own-
ership of their mistakes, find ways to
change those policies, and move posi-
tively forward on both the domestic
and international levels.

It is doubtless this report contains
lessons that our intelligence commu-
nity must take to heart—for their goal
must be to protect our Nation without
sacrificing what it stands for.

Before I go any further, I wish to rec-
ognize the many years of hard work,
diligence, and courage—yes, courage—
on the part of my colleagues on the In-
telligence Committee and their staffs
for putting this report together.

I particularly wish to recognize my
dear friend and colleague, the chair of
the Senate Intelligence Committee,
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, for her work with
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