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under which the CIA’s detention and 
interrogation program was developed. 
It is critical to remember that the in-
telligence community was inundated 
by a surge of terrorist threat reporting 
after the September 11 attacks. The 
fear of a follow-on attack was perva-
sive, and it was genuine. The Nation 
was traumatized by the horrific mur-
ders of nearly 3,000 Americans and at 
the CIA there was no greater impera-
tive than stopping another attack from 
happening. This context is entirely ab-
sent from the study. 

In addition, everyone must remember 
that the CIA was directed to conduct 
this program by the President. I have 
spoken with a number of CIA officers 
over the years who remember the con-
tentious debates about the program at 
the time it was being considered, but 
at the end of the day the Agency did 
what the President directed them to do 
under the color of law and based upon 
opinions issued and updated by the De-
partment of Justice. 

Many of my colleagues continue to 
discuss the brutality of many of the en-
hanced interrogation techniques. I 
agree that waterboarding, which only 
occurred against three detainees, is 
particularly severe. Many of the other 
techniques were not. By comparison, 
KSM, who was one of the detainees who 
was subjected to waterboarding, per-
sonally beheaded Wall Street Journal 
reporter Daniel Pearl, and a number of 
other U.S. citizens have been tortured 
and beheaded by Al Qaeda-inspired 
groups since. 

In my opinion, the current threat 
level posed by ISIL and other Al Qaeda- 
affiliated terrorist groups may be 
greater today than what we faced prior 
to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. They are 
better funded, better equipped, and 
have recruited hundreds of terrorists 
who have American as well as Euro-
pean passports. ISIL terrorists are 
using social media to encourage new 
recruits to conduct ‘‘lone wolf’’ attacks 
in their home countries such as the 
United States. They are murdering and 
beheading captured hostages and plan-
ning terrorist attacks against U.S. citi-
zens. 

In light of these significant threats, 
the President is still attempting to 
make good on a misguided campaign 
promise to close down Guantanamo 
Bay. It doesn’t seem to matter to him 
that we are now down to the worst of 
the worst or that his own review 
groups have strongly recommended 
against the release of these remaining 
terrorists. Instead, he has returned to 
the pre-9/11 practice of treating terror-
ists like ordinary criminals. We are 
reading terrorists their Miranda rights 
instead of conducting extended intel-
ligence interrogations to develop ac-
tionable intelligence that might lead 
to additional captures or plot disrup-
tions. 

I think we would be better off if we 
were to return to a mindset where we 
attempt to capture the enemy and use 
authorized interrogation techniques to 

obtain the actionable intelligence in-
formation needed to neutralize these 
dangerous terrorist organizations. 
While there is no doubt there were in-
deed moments during the CIA deten-
tion and interrogation program where 
interrogators exceeded their authorized 
limits, such instances were relatively 
few and far between. 

In this, my last week of service on 
the floor of the U.S. Senate and as the 
vice chairman of the Intelligence Com-
mittee, I wish to thank the men and 
women of the CIA and the rest of the 
intelligence community and the mem-
bers of our Armed Forces who have 
served us so well since the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks. Their efforts and their sac-
rifices have not gone unnoticed. I will 
be forever grateful for their patriotic 
service to our beloved country. May 
God bless them all and may God bless 
the United States of America. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
f 

TRIBUTES TO MIKE JOHANNS 
Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I 

come to the floor to praise the public 
service of and bid farewell to my friend 
and valued colleague from Nebraska, 
Senator MIKE JOHANNS. 

With my remarks, I celebrate not 
just MIKE’s last 6 years in the Senate 
but also his 30-plus years in public 
service that will culminate with the 
end of this term. 

At the highest levels of government 
in both the legislative and executive 
branches, MIKE’s life of public service 
has been punctuated by great accom-
plishment. From the Lancaster County 
Board in Nebraska to the Lincoln City 
Council, from his service as mayor of 
Lincoln to his service as the 38th Gov-
ernor of Nebraska, from his service as 
the 28th U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
and throughout his tenure in the Sen-
ate, MIKE has demonstrated a commit-
ment to those with muted voices in our 
political system, including small busi-
ness owners, veterans, those impaired 
by mental illness and most certainly 
America’s farmers and ranchers. 

In the Senate, MIKE’s leadership and 
bipartisan efforts to repeal purposeless 
tax reporting requirements in 
ObamaCare, his championing new trade 
agreements, and his contribution to 
the development and final passage of a 
new farm bill this year all describe a 
strong conservative legislator com-
mitted to stimulating economic growth 
through reduced government spending, 
lower tax rates, and reduced regulatory 
burdens on American business. 

I have appreciated MIKE’s partner-
ship on key legislation, including his 
joining me to cosponsor the bipartisan 
Congressional Accountability and 
Line-Item Veto Act of 2009. During the 
112th Congress, we were both cospon-
sors of the Foreign Earnings Reinvest-
ment Act, a bipartisan effort to let cor-
porations reinvest earnings kept over-
seas by our high corporate tax rates 
back into the American economy. 

I was also proud to join MIKE as an 
original cosponsor of his bill, the Two- 
Year Regulatory Freeze Act of 2011, 
which sought to give the American 
economy a much needed reprieve to 
burdensome and confusing Federal reg-
ulations that frequently hinder eco-
nomic growth. MIKE was also an origi-
nal cosponsor of the Jobs Through 
Growth Act, and many others. 

I am also grateful that he joined in 
helping replenish the Forest Service’s 
aging air tanker fleet. A decade ago the 
Forest Service had roughly 40 large air 
tankers to fight wildfires that burned 
millions of acres of land across West-
ern States, including Nebraska and Ar-
izona. 

Today they own eight large air tank-
ers. Senator JOHANNS and I saw an op-
portunity to transfer several excess De-
partment of Defense aircraft to the 
Forest Service to temporarily address 
this shortage, and that has happened. 

While MIKE and I have had disagree-
ments along the way, I have always re-
spected his knowledge and experience 
as a farmer, foreign trade expert, and 
the Nation’s former Agriculture Sec-
retary. 

I am proud of the areas where we 
agree: reining in certain farm subsidy 
programs, advocating for free trade 
agreements with Colombia, Panama, 
and South Korea, and even working to-
gether to kill the proposed USDA cat-
fish office—a little known $15 million 
program inside the last farm bill that 
we both highlighted as wasting tax-
payer money and that, from a trade 
perspective, was negatively impacting 
our cattlemen and soy farmers. 

We also agree on the need to help re-
turning veterans seeking to reenter the 
workforce as beginning farmers, an ef-
fort he championed in our last farm 
bill. I have long applauded Senator 
JOHANNS for calling on Congress to pass 
laws to stop farm subsidies from going 
to millionaires while he was a sitting 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

As much as I respect the substance of 
MIKE’s accomplishments in public serv-
ice, I have valued how he has achieved 
them with a quiet, purposeful dignity 
and, indeed, a vibrant sense of humor. 
He has never been opposed to bipar-
tisan cooperation whenever it is needed 
to further the interests of his constitu-
ents or the greater Nation. 

For these reasons, his approach to 
governance in legislating has earned 
him the respect of colleagues and con-
stituents across the political con-
tinuum. It should also serve as an ex-
ample to all of us in this body who re-
main behind. 

In an email MIKE wrote to his friends 
last February announcing his decision 
not to seek reelection in 2014, MIKE 
wrote: ‘‘With everything in life, there 
is a time and a season.’’ 

Well, to my friend and valued col-
league, MIKE JOHANNS, I bid fair winds 
and following seas in all that he and 
his lovely wife Stephanie do, and I 
thank him for his service and his 
friendship. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, 

I rise and second what my friend and 
colleague from Arizona said. 

It has been a privilege of mine to 
serve in this body for 12 years—and I 
will be making some comments about 
that tomorrow—but during my early 
years in the Senate the Secretary of 
Agriculture was Secretary MIKE 
JOHANNS. 

Being a very active member of the 
Agriculture Committee and being 
chairman for 2 years during then-Sec-
retary JOHANN’s tenure, I had the op-
portunity to work with MIKE on a day- 
to-day basis and, boy, what a pleasure 
it is to work with one of the finest gen-
tlemen and public servants I have ever 
known. He is smart, and he is political 
when he needs to be political, but he 
has as much or more common sense as, 
again, any public servant I have ever 
known. 

For the past 6 years, he has been my 
next-door neighbor in the Russell 
building, so we see a lot of each other 
coming and going and have the oppor-
tunity to visit on a regular basis. 

As I leave at the end of this term, 
one of the real Members of the Senate 
I am going to miss is MIKE JOHANNS. I 
publicly thank him for his service and 
thank him for his commitment. I wish 
him and Stephanie the best, but what I 
really thank him for is the great 
friendship he and I developed over the 
years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
join the Senator from Arizona and the 
Senator from Georgia—my senior Sen-
ator, Mr. CHAMBLISS—to rise for a 
minute and talk about MIKE JOHANNS. 

I want to amend that. I don’t want to 
just talk about MIKE JOHANNS, I want 
to talk about him and Stephanie 
Johanns. 

In the South what we have is what 
we call a two-for. MIKE and Stephanie 
are a two-for. They are a great pair for 
America, and they are a great pair for 
the State of Nebraska. 

As a Senator from an agricultural 
State, I know the value that MIKE 
brought to the Cabinet of the United 
States when he was Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

I know from his serving the State of 
Nebraska when he was Governor what a 
great job they did. I know the past 6 
years, working side-by-side with MIKE 
JOHANNS has been a real treat. He is a 
gentleman, and he is a scholar. He 
doesn’t do anything where he doesn’t 
know what he is doing, and if he is not 
always right, he is almost always right 
because he always has Stephanie there 
to guide him in the right direction. 

I pay tribute to a great Senator, and 
a great personal friend, MIKE JOHANNS, 
and his lovely wife Stephanie. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 
Mr. JOHANNS. I wish to start by 

saying I so appreciate the kind words 
by Senators MCCAIN, CHAMBLISS, and 
ISAKSON. I see there are others in the 
Chamber who may weigh in and offer a 
thought or two. I can’t express how 
much I appreciate it. 

I would like to offer a few thoughts— 
my farewell thoughts—today. 

I rise, first, to convey a very deep 
and sincere appreciation to the people 
of a really great State, the State of Ne-
braska. They have entrusted me with 
the high privilege and the solemn re-
sponsibility of representing them in 
this body. 

I am honored to have served as a Sen-
ator from Nebraska, and I hope and 
pray that I have done so in a manner 
that upholds the high standards that 
Nebraskans have rightly established 
for their elected office holders. 

If I could turn back the clock 32 
years I would do it again—from my 
first day as the county commissioner, 
throughout my service as a Lincoln 
City Council member, as mayor of our 
capital city, Lincoln, as the Governor 
of Nebraska, in President Bush’s Cabi-
net, and now as a Senator. No doubt 
about it, if I could turn back the clock, 
I would just do it again. 

I am so grateful for the trust placed 
in me and the support of so many peo-
ple who have made this service pos-
sible. 

Let me start with the top of the list, 
and that would be my family. My wife, 
Stephanie, has been an incredible pillar 
of support. 

One of my best friends refers to her 
as ‘‘spirited.’’ That would be an under-
statement. She is a true partner. She 
has given her whole heart to public 
service—both her own service as a 
State senator and as a county commis-
sioner when we first met—and to mine. 

I thank my children, Justin and 
Michaela, who are now grown up. They 
have their own families. We have five 
beautiful grandchildren. They have 
been a source of true joy and pride. 
They too have cheerfully supported me 
despite the sometimes long hours and 
the missed birthdays—I could go on 
and on. It cut into that dad and 
grandpa time. 

I offer a special word of thanks to the 
hundreds or thousands of volunteers 
whom I could never thank individually. 
They went out there, pounded the yard 
signs, walked the precincts, worked the 
phone banks, and they probably wrote 
checks when the bank account was 
pretty low. Their belief in me is what 
has been inspiring in those campaigns. 

Another group of people near and 
dear to my heart are my current and 
former staff, campaign or government 
related. We have always called our-
selves Team Johanns. It is an extended 
family and for good reason. Their hard 
work, their commitment, and their 
professionalism enabled me to rep-
resent and serve our great State and 
our country. 

I have not only been truly blessed by 
the privilege to serve, but I have been 

blessed by the privilege of meeting 
some very extraordinary people. 

In my various roles I have been with 
world leaders, spiritual heads, cultural 
icons, Presidents, Vice Presidents, 
Prime Ministers, Queens, and Kings— 
all memorable experiences to be sure. 
But I will say they are not the extraor-
dinary people I speak about today. My 
real inspiration comes from ordinary 
people whom I have observed and 
watched do remarkable, extraordinary 
things. 

Each year for the past 6 years, I have 
had the privilege of selecting a Ne-
braska family to be honored as ‘‘Angels 
in Adoption.’’ Each year their stories 
of unconditional love show the limit-
less capacity of the human heart. 

One family, the Welchels of Harris-
burg, NE, went from two children to 
seven. They adopted five children, all 
with special needs, but their selfless-
ness did not stop there. They created a 
camp where these very special kids 
could share life’s journeys. How power-
ful is that? 

I have learned that heroes walk 
among us daily whose courage is re-
vealed in split-second decisions, and in 
that split second they put the lives of 
others in front of their own. 

Two Nebraskans did exactly that in 
2012. A school bus had collided with a 
semitrailer on a rural road near a com-
munity called Blue Hill, NE. These in-
dividuals, Ron Meyer and Phil Petr, ar-
rived on this horrific scene. They 
bravely ran onto that burning bus and 
pulled five children to safety. A wit-
ness who was there at the scene ex-
pressed absolutely no doubt those five 
children would have perished, as others 
sadly did, if not for the remarkable 
courage of Ron and Phil. 

I have been so moved beyond words 
by my conversations with the parents 
of our fallen men and women in uni-
form. I would call them to offer them 
my condolences, and I have found their 
strength to be so astounding. To a per-
son, they speak with such passion 
about love of country and pride in their 
loved one’s service, despite sorrow. 
They honor their children with their 
patriotism. They honor their children 
with their fortitude. Their grace 
through incomprehensible grief in-
spires immeasurable gratitude. May 
God bless them and all of the families 
of the fallen. 

Walking the streets of a tornado-rav-
aged community—and I have done that 
too many times as Governor and as a 
Senator—I saw ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things. 

One stands out especially in my 
mind. I watched in amazement as Kim 
Neiman, the Pilger, NE, city clerk, at-
tempted to take care of every conceiv-
able need of every single resident fol-
lowing a devastating tornado that lit-
erally leveled this Nebraska commu-
nity. 

Her tireless advocacy, her raw deter-
mination was focused entirely on the 
community she loved. She had vir-
tually no regard for her personal loss. 
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