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RURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION
EXTENSION ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I sup-
port efforts to provide permanent en-
hanced conservation tax incentives for
family farmers, ranchers, and forest
landowners who make charitable con-
tributions of land for conservation pur-
poses. As a cosponsor of the Rural Her-
itage Conservation Extension Act, S.
526, I am a strong supporter of these
valuable tools for protecting signifi-
cant natural and historic resources on
privately owned lands.

These incentives expired at the end
of 2013 and are among the so-called ex-
tenders—tax provisions that are rou-
tinely extended each time they expire.
Making these provisions permanent
would benefit wildlife, enhance hunt-
ing, fishing and shooting access, and
keep working lands functioning and in-
tact.

Specifically, the Rural Heritage Con-
servation Extension Act would perma-
nently increase the allowable deduc-
tion for charitable contributions of
property for conservation purposes.
The maximum deduction for individ-
uals would increase from 30 percent to
50 percent of adjusted gross income,
AGI. Farmers and ranchers would be
allowed a maximum deduction of up to
100 percent of AGI. The bill would also
allow any unused deduction to be car-
ried forward for up to 15 years to help
donors receive the full benefit of their
contribution.

When this incentive was in place, it
supported donations of conservation
easements in my home State of Maine.
In 2012, a landowner donated a con-
servation easement on a 20-acre prop-
erty in Machiasport, which is home to
centuries-old cultural artifacts, includ-
ing petroglyphs. In addition to being a
spiritual site for Maine’s Passama-
quoddy tribe, this property allows peo-
ple to explore the State’s precolonial
history and provides access for local
fishermen to wutilize wvaluable clam
flats.

Another success story is from 2013 in
Harpswell, where a landowner donated
a conservation easement on a 44-acre
island property in the heart of Casco
Bay. The easement provides public ac-
cess to a scenic peninsula where visi-
tors can picnic, boat, and kayak. Due
to this generous donation, Casco Bay is
experiencing increased recreational use
while also protecting critical habitats
for many species of wildlife including
shorebirds, herons, and bald eagles.

Continuing the enhanced conserva-
tion tax incentives would assist in the
conservation of thousands of additional
acres and provide a whole host of com-
munity benefits—protecting historical
features, securing economic opportuni-
ties, enhancing recreational access,
and preserving valuable wildlife habi-
tat—in 2014 and beyond.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important bill.
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66TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VOICE
OF AMERICA’S UKRAINIAN SERV-
ICE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, for 65
years the Voice of America Ukrainian
Service has been a vital source of com-
prehensive and unbiased information
for the Ukrainian people.

During the Cold War, VOA’s uncen-
sored, truthful reporting of the news
was a beacon of freedom for Ukrainians
dominated by Soviet rule. Through
VOA and broadcasts by other media
outlets such as Radio Liberty, informa-
tion-starved Ukrainians not only
learned about life in the United States
and the outside world but also about
developments within Ukraine itself.

From VOA, Ukrainians discovered
government-sponsored human rights
violations taking place throughout the
Soviet Union. They became aware of
the many courageous Ukrainian human
rights activists, including members of
the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, who
languished in Soviet prisons for daring
to call upon the Soviet Government to
abide by its Helsinki Final Act com-
mitments. And when disaster struck at
Chernobyl, Ukrainians looked to VOA
to provide the objective information
that the Soviet Government stub-
bornly refused to share.

Since Ukraine regained its independ-
ence in 1991, VOA’s Ukrainian Service
has been able to reach more Ukrainian
citizens than ever before. Its daily
news program ‘‘Chas-Time” is seen
nightly on Ukraine’s respected Channel
5, and its reporting is often featured on
other major Ukrainian television chan-
nels.

VOA’s audience has exploded in the
year since the Maidan Revolution for
Dignity and Russia’s illegal annexation
of Crimea and aggression in the south-
east.

Thanks to its focus on developments
in the United States and U.S.-Ukrain-
ian relations, VOA’s Ukrainian Service
has been instrumental in bringing
home to millions of Ukrainians U.S.
policy, as well as the perspectives and
activities of the Executive Branch,
Congress, and NGOs with respect to
Ukraine.

Ukraine confronts profound external
and internal challenges in its quest for
an independent, democratic, European
future. As Chairman of the Helsinki
Commission, I commend the ongoing
and accelerating role of VOA’s Ukrain-
ian service, especially during this his-
toric time.

———

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
NOMINEES

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, the
Tennessee Valley Authority, or TVA, is
a multibillion-a-year utility—one of
the largest in the Nation. It plays a
critical role in our economic develop-
ment efforts in Tennessee by providing
low-cost, reliable power that is essen-
tial to attracting, retaining, and grow-
ing jobs.

December 8, 2014

Strong, independent leadership at
TVA is a priority for all Tennesseans,
and the Senate is scheduled to vote to-
morrow morning on two nominees to
serve on the TV A board.

TVA Dboard members’ sole focus
should be ensuring ratepayers through-
out the Tennessee Valley have afford-
able, reliable power, and they must be
free to operate the entity without
undue influence from outside individ-
uals.

While I respect the two nominees
currently being considered, I have
grown increasingly concerned by the
nomination process and the potential
influence—or perception of influence—
that an outside investor who has pro-
posed a multibillion-dollar project to
TVA has had on this process. I have
shared those concerns with the White
House and the majority leader through
several conversations.

I was particularly disappointed the
majority leader announced he was
moving forward with votes despite
being aware of these issues—making it
the first time TVA nominations have
been confirmed by a rollcall vote since
1987.

While I still believe the selection of
TVA board members and their con-
firmations deserve a closer look mov-
ing forward, today I received copies of
letters from Virginia T. Lodge and
Ronald A. Walter that address the con-
cerns regarding the potential influence
of an outside individual who has busi-
ness dealings with TVA.

I ask unanimous consent that the
full text of both letters be printed in
the RECORD.

The nominees’ forthright letters and
their decision to recuse themselves
helps ensure that there is no appear-
ance of a lack of impartiality, and I
plan to support both of their nomina-
tions.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DECEMBER 8, 2014.

Mr. RALPH E. RODGERS,

Ezxecutive Vice President and General Counsel,
Designated Agency Ethics Official, Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, Knozxville, Ten-
nessee.

DEAR MR. RODGERS: This supplements my
July 30, 2014, letter to you describing steps
that I will take to avoid any actual or appar-
ent conflict of interest, consistent with 5
C.F.R. §2635.502, in the event I am confirmed
to serve on the Board of Directors of the
Tennessee Valley Authority.

While I have neither made nor been asked
to make any commitments on any projects
involving TVA, during the pendency of my
nomination I have had contact and discus-
sions with Franklin Haney, with whom I am
acquainted, and persons associated with him.
I am aware that Mr. Haney has had business
dealings with TVA in the past and has made
significant business proposals to TVA that
may extend into the future. In order to avoid
even the appearance of a lack of impar-
tiality, I will not participate personally and
substantially in any particular matter in
which Mr. Haney or any person on his behalf
is a party or represents a party, or in which
Mr. Haney, or his family, would have a direct
or indirect financial interest.

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA T. LODGE.
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DECEMBER 8, 2014.

Mr. RALPH E. RODGERS,

Executive Vice President & General Counsel,
Designated Agency Ethics Official, Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, Knoxville, Ten-
nessee.

DEAR MR. RODGERS: This supplements my
July 3, 2014, letter to you describing steps
that I will take to avoid any actual or appar-
ent conflict of interest, consistent with 5
C.F.R. §2635.502, in the event I am confirmed
to serve on the Board of Directors of the
Tennessee Valley Authority.

While I have neither made nor been asked
to make any commitments on any projects
involving TVA, during the pendency of my
nomination I have had contact and discus-
sions with Franklin Haney, with whom I am
acquainted, and persons associated with him.
I have become aware that Mr. Haney has had
business dealings with TVA in the past and
has made significant business proposals to
TVA that may extend into the future. In
order to avoid any appearance of a lack of
impartiality, I will not participate person-
ally and substantially in any particular mat-
ter in which Mr. Haney or any person on his
behalf is a party or represents a party, or in
which Mr. Haney, or his family, would have
a direct or indirect financial interest.

Sincerely,
RONALD A. WALTER.

——
TRIBUTE TO MAX MAXFIELD

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, in
his Inaugural Address to the Nation in
2001, President George W. Bush said:

We are bound by ideals that move us be-
yond our backgrounds, lift us above our in-
terests, and teach us what it means to be
citizens. Every child must be taught these
principles. Every citizen must uphold them.

In Wyoming, we have a quality leader
who has embraced these ideals and is
committed to sharing them with future
generations. It is a distinct honor to
recognize my friend, Secretary of State
Max Maxfield, for his lifetime of serv-
ice as a dedicated public servant. I in-
vite my colleagues to celebrate his
contributions as he steps down after
sharing over 47 years of experience
with the people of Wyoming.

In America, we demand a great deal
from our leaders. We expect that they
will be wise, altruistic, and that they
will carry the hearts of the people with
them in all they do. Max has done all
of this—and more. He has dedicated his
career to helping others and furthering
his vision for the success of Wyoming.
In doing so, our State has thrived.

Max’s career as a public servant is
long and distinguished. Max worked for
23 years as the executive director of
the YMCA in Casper. He also served as
the head of the Wyoming Make-A-Wish
Foundation. He then led the Wyoming
Recreation Commission and 2 years
later the Wyoming Department of
Commerce. In 1998 Max was elected as
the State auditor for the two terms
and then in 2006 as the Wyoming sec-
retary of state for two additional
terms. With his passion for excellence
and his pride in Wyoming, Max took
great responsibility in his commitment
to promoting growth and prosperity for
all.

It is sometimes thought that tal-
ented leaders must sacrifice their own
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private pursuits for the good of the
cause. Max has successfully dem-
onstrated that it is possible to be a
strong leader and still remain true to
one’s passions. Max and his wife Gayla
have been lifelong advocates of giving
back. Max has served on the boards of
numerous charitable organizations.
Among them, he is particularly pas-
sionate about helping children and ani-
mals. He currently serves as a board
member of the Cheyenne Animal Shel-
ter and in the past has worked with the
Wyoming Congressional Award Pro-
gram, Special Olympics, the Wyoming
Children’s Society, and Laramie Coun-
ty United Way. Max and Gayla have
touched the lives of and positively im-
pacted every person they have met.

Max Maxfield has long been a trustee
for Wyoming, and his leadership has
shaped the direction of our State. In-
deed, Max and Gayla’s contributions
have benefited not only the governance
of Wyoming but every community they
have visited, every nonprofit organiza-
tion they have supported, every friend
and stranger they have met, and cer-
tainly every pet for which they have
found a home. I trust that in his retire-
ment Max will continue to remain ac-
tive in the public sphere. While con-
tinuing to support causes that are near
and dear to their hearts, Max and
Gayla will enjoy quality time with
their children, grandchildren, and be-
loved golden retrievers.

My wife, Bobbi, and I are honored to
thank him for his service to the great
State of Wyoming. Even more, we are
blessed to call him our friend. Please
join me in thanking Max Maxfield for
his decades of service and wishing him
the best as he embarks on the next
chapter of his life.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO REBECCA HASLAM

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize a remarkable Vermonter,
Rebecca Haslam, who is the recipient
of Vermont’s 2015 Teacher of the Year
Award.

This award is a testament to Rebec-
ca’s dedication to her students’ aca-
demic success and her work to promote
the ideals of tolerance and diversity
throughout the Burlington School Dis-
trict. Rebecca’s leadership in education
has helped encourage intellectual and
personal growth in so many students.
She has earned the respect of the com-
munity through her diligence in the
classroom and for her innovative ap-
proach to learning.

Ms. Haslam’s commitment to her
students is unwavering, ‘‘They have
such a love of learning and they are
joyful when they come to school,” she
explained recently. Rebecca provides a
welcoming environment for students to
learn, fostering their social, academic,
and emotional development.

Ms. Haslam sets high expectations
and provides the guidance needed in
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the classroom to ensure the success of
all her students. Rebecca is committed
to providing both a rigorous cur-
riculum and a nurturing environment.
Her academic expectations inspire stu-
dents of all backgrounds and learning
abilities to thrive.

Over the last few decades, Bur-
lington’s schools have welcomed stu-
dents from all over the world, and for
such a small city, the district’s class-
rooms are among the most diverse in
the country. Rebecca has drawn from
her own childhood experiences in an ef-
fort to build bridges of understanding
between students, faculty, and commu-
nity members from different back-
grounds. Rebecca serves as the Bur-
lington School District’s social studies
and equity coach and works with
teachers from around the district to in-
corporate the values of cultural com-
petency in their lesson plans. These
professional development sessions have
served as valuable tools in capturing
the interests of students and preparing
them to be engaged citizens who prize
equality in our increasingly diverse so-
ciety.

Rebecca is a role model for all
Vermonters. She uses her experiences
to forge goals and serve as motivation
for her students. The work that Re-
becca does to create an atmosphere
that is conducive to learning is com-
mendable, and I would like to offer her
warm congratulations on her award.e

———

TRIBUTE TO SIMON “CY” VINCENT
AVARA

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, the
Beatles’ song ‘“‘Penny Lane’ opens with
lyrics about ‘‘a barber showing photo-
graphs/Of every head he’s had the
pleasure to know/And all the people
that come and go/Stop and say hello.”
They could have been describing my
barber for over 30 years, Simon Vincent
Avara, or ‘‘Cy,” as he was known to ev-
eryone. Cy passed away this Saturday
at the age of 81. I would like to take
this opportunity to pay tribute to a
good friend and amazing man.

One might say that Cy Avara was
born to be a barber. His parents Vin-
cent and Mary were working class
Italian-Americans. His father was a
barber but was killed in a car accident
when Cy was just 14. That did not deter
Cy from following in his father’s foot-
steps, however. He found an oppor-
tunity apprenticing for another West
Baltimore barber and by the time he
was just 16, he passed the examination
to receive his master license. He was
one of the youngest barbers in Mary-
land. While he was still 16, with just
one year of high school under his belt,
he opened his own barbershop with
used equipment in a former funeral
parlor. He charged 60 cents for a man’s
haircut and 40 cents for children.

A short time later, in 1953, Cy was
drafted into the U.S. Army and honor-
ably served our Nation in the Korean
War. When he returned to civilian life,
he attended cosmetology school—the
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