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the rate for the general population. 
These men and women are extremely 
capable. They have an array of job 
skills to offer in the workplace. 

It is inexcusable for FinCEN, or any 
other Federal agency, to reject quali-
fied veterans who faithfully served our 
country. 

The Office of Personnel Management 
already determined that the FinCEN 
hiring practices were illegal and re-
ferred the case to both the U.S. Office 
of Special Counsel and the Treasury 
Department’s Inspector General. The 
investigations need to cover whether 
Treasury Department officials knew 
about the hiring problems and did 
nothing until OPM forced their hand. 
And if FinCEN tried to game the sys-
tem to shortchange our Nation’s vet-
erans Congress needs to know. In addi-
tion, whoever is responsible must be 
held accountable. 

To find out what happened, I re-
quested all emails sent between the 
Treasury Department and FinCEN on 
this matter. 

As the Treasury Assistant Secretary 
for Management, Ms. Coloretti over-
sees the Treasury’s human resources 
department and may have known about 
the illegal hiring practices, or was at 
least in a position to know. If she did, 
she certainly shouldn’t be rewarded 
with a promotion. However, regardless 
of her involvement, the Treasury De-
partment needs to come clean. 

As I said earlier, I have requested 
emails from the Treasury Department 
to help me get to the bottom of this. 
So far, I have received four emails. 

Instead of open transparency, the 
Obama administration is once again 
obstructing access to the information I 
need to conduct proper congressional 
oversight. 

The Treasury Department tried to 
convince me that no other relevant 
emails exist but I am not convinced. 
Their search was limited to only the 8 
months when the vacancy announce-
ments were open. This excluded any 
email communications that took place 
in preparation for posting the an-
nouncements or during 2014 when prob-
lems with the announcements were 
found. That is unacceptable. So I will 
continue my objection to consideration 
of Ms. Coloretti’s nomination. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KING). The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF DAVID J. HALE 
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DIS-
TRICT OF KENTUCKY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 1036. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of David J. Hale, of Kentucky, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Western District of Kentucky. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a 

cloture motion at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of David J. Hale, of Kentucky, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Kentucky. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Richard 
Blumenthal, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Amy Klobuchar, Al 
Franken, Benjamin L. Cardin, Patty 
Murray, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Jeanne 
Shaheen, Claire McCaskill, Christopher 
A. Coons, Mark Begich, Jeff Merkley, 
Richard J. Durbin, Charles E. Schumer. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum under rule XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF MARK A. 
KEARNEY TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EAST-
ERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYL-
VANIA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 1037. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Mark A. Kearney, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a 
cloture motion at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Mark A. Kearney, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Barbara 
Boxer, Benjamin L. Cardin, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Bill Nelson, Barbara A. Mi-
kulski, Amy Klobuchar, Al Franken, 
Jack Reed, Sheldon Whitehouse, Rob-
ert Menendez, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, 
Richard Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, 
Dianne Feinstein. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum under rule XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF GERALD J. 
PAPPERT TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EAST-
ERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYL-
VANIA 

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 1038. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Gerald J. Pappert, of Penn-
sylvania, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a 
cloture motion at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Gerald J. Pappert, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania. 

Harry Reid, Richard J. Durbin, Patty 
Murray, Barbara Boxer, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Debbie 
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Stabenow, Michael F. Bennet, John D. 
Rockefeller IV, Jon Tester, Jack Reed, 
Mark R. Warner, Tim Kaine, Benjamin 
L. Cardin, Charles E. Schumer, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Christopher Murphy. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum under rule 
XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF FRANKLIN M. 
ORR, JR., TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR SCIENCE, DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 555. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Franklin M. Orr, Jr., of Cali-
fornia, to be Under Secretary for 
Science, Department of Energy. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a 
cloture motion at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on Franklin M. 
Orr, Jr., of California, to be Under Secretary 
for Science, Department of Energy. 

Harry Reid, Mary Landrieu, Jon Tester, 
Barbara Boxer, Charles E. Schumer, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Richard J. Durbin, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Christopher A. Coons, John D. 
Rockefeller IV, Carl Levin, Bill Nelson, 
Ron Wyden, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Christopher Murphy, Patty Murray, 
Tom Udall. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum under rule XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF JOSEPH S. HEZIR 
TO BE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI-
CER, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 660. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Joseph S. Hezir, of Virginia, 
to be Chief Financial Officer, Depart-
ment of Energy. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a 

cloture motion at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Joseph S. Hezir, of Virginia, to be Chief 
Financial Officer, Department of Energy. 

Harry Reid, Mary Landrieu, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Elizabeth Warren, Robert 
Menendez, Barbara A. Mikulski, Jack 
Reed, Richard Blumenthal, Carl Levin, 
Christopher Murphy, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand, Sheldon Whitehouse, Patty 
Murray, Thomas R. Carper, John D. 
Rockefeller IV, Jeff Merkley, Richard 
J. Durbin, Benjamin L. Cardin. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum under rule XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WALSH). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Noah Bryson Mamet, of California, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Argentine Republic. 

Harry Reid, Robert Menendez, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Patty Murray, Debbie Stabe-
now, Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy Klo-
buchar, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Chris-
topher Murphy, Brian Schatz, Richard 
J. Durbin, Richard Blumenthal, Tom 
Harkin, Angus S. King, Jr., Tom Udall, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Sheldon Whitehouse. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Noah Bryson Mamet, of California, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Argentine Republic, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU), the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator 
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), and 
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), 
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
COCHRAN), the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. MCCAIN), the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Alaska 
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), and 
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VIT-
TER). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 36, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 291 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 

Casey 
Coons 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Heinrich 

Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Johnson (SD) 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
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