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President’s solutions of putting many
more people on Medicaid under the
health care law, a program that has al-
ready failed and is failing and con-
tinues to be a problem—the front page
of the Wall Street Journal, Friday, 14
of November, ‘‘As More Join Medicaid,
Health Systems Feel Strain’’—stories
about people who can’t get care, people
who are providers who can’t afford to
provide the care for Medicaid patients
because the reimbursement is so low.
That is the President’s solution—force
more people on to Medicaid because
the President’s focus during all of
these discussions has been on coverage.
As a doctor I will tell you the focus
should be on the word ‘‘care.” People
want care, and they know what they
want. They know what they need in
health care reform.

They want affordable care, quality
care, and choice. That is what a Repub-
lican plan will look like to replace and
strip out the terrible parts of this
health care law. Then for people living
all across the country in rural commu-
nities—I know in the Presiding Offi-
cer’s State and in mine, we know what
impact the loss of a rural hospital has
on that community.

But yet, front page, USA Today, last
weekend, November 14 to 16, ‘“‘Rural
Hospitals in Critical Condition.”
ObamacCare critics say the law is speed-
ing up the demise of the facilities.
There is a map of the United States, a
list of 43 hospitals that have closed
since January of 2010 as a result of the
health care law.

You say: Is it as a result of the
health care law? I believe it is, because
it was Ezekiel Emanuel, one of the ar-
chitects of the health care law, who
said and recently wrote that between
now and the year 2020, up to 1,000 hos-
pitals in the United States were likely
to close. We know what the impact of
the cuts that happen to our seniors on
Medicare as a result of the health care
law will have to rural hospitals, where
a disproportionate number of the pa-
tients are seniors on Medicare. The
hospitals cannot sustain themselves.

That was part of the original budget
numbers as they looked at the health
care law, as we debated it on this Sen-
ate floor and said: Please do not pass
this, Democrats—who one by one by
one voted for the health care law—be-
cause it is going to impact our rural
hospitals.

Now we see 43 hospitals in rural com-
munities all around the country and
tell stories of people who could not get
care, had to travel such a long distance
in that critical hour after a heart at-
tack, were unable to survive. So the
health care law continues to be very
unpopular across the country. Yes, it is
possible for colleagues to come to the
floor and tell a story about one indi-
vidual whose life may have been im-
proved as a result of the health care
law. But across the country, there are
many people who are finding they can-
not keep their doctor, they cannot
keep their child’s pediatrician, they
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cannot go to the hospital in their local
community because of the specific
components of the health care law
which have caused so much damage
and wreaked havoc in communities all
around America.

I continue to hear from people in Wy-
oming who have lost the insurance
that worked for them and they liked.
They had to buy other insurance, much
more expensive, that covered things
they did not need, did not want, and
cannot afford. Many now find them-
selves for the first time without insur-
ance when they had it before. It
worked for them and their families.

So that is why all across the country,
people are saying: This health care law
is not working for me. That is why the
signups are down and the belief is that
fewer people are going to sign up be-
cause for them they do not feel they
are getting good value. They see what
they are going to have to pay out of
pocket for deductibles, what they have
to pay out of pocket for copays, what
their premiums are. As a result, they
are saying: No, thank you.

Even with the subsidies, Health and
Human Services has significantly low-
ered their predictions of how many
people will sign up for the health care
law this year. That is in spite of the
fact that the fines are going up.

Then, on top of all of this, there is a
health care MIT economist, Professor
Jonathan Gruber, who has made com-
ments that are disparaging of Amer-
ican citizens. He has said not just once
but time and time again, as the videos
continue to come out of this Gruber
miniseries of TV videos, that this
health care law was sold to the Amer-
ican people by trying to confuse them.
He has questioned their intelligence. It
was NANCY PELOSI who said: First you
have to pass it before you get to find
out what is in it.

American people are furious about
the way this administration has treat-
ed them, has behaved toward them, and
has acted upon their willingness to be-
lieve an administration and believe a
Speaker of the House at a time people
wanted health care reform in America.
People did not get what they wanted.
They did not get what they were prom-
ised.

So, today, I come to the floor to say
to my colleague who just spoke about
the health care law, that perhaps for
the folks he mentioned it has worked.
We want health care to work for people
all across the country so they can get
the care they need, from a doctor they
choose, at lower cost. That is what
they want. So today, the proof comes
out, the administration has been cook-
ing the books. As USA Today says, the
Obama administration gave bad health
exchange numbers and the Associated
Press starts its story on this very same
topic with one word, ‘“‘Oops!”’

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
UbpALL of Colorado). The clerk will call
the roll.
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The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF NOAH BRYSON
MAMET TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 892.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Noah Bryson
Mamet, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Argentine Republic.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Noah Bryson Mamet, of California, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Argentine Republic.

Harry Reid, Robert Menendez, Patrick J.
Leahy, Patty Murray, Debbie Stabe-
now, Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy Klo-
buchar, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Chris-
topher Murphy, Brian Schatz, Richard
J. Durbin, Richard Blumenthal, Tom
Harkin, Angus S. King, Jr., Tom Udall,
Mazie K. Hirono, Sheldon Whitehouse.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Mr. REID. I move to proceed to legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF COLLEEN BRAD-
LEY BELL TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO HUN-
GARY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 631.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Colleen Bradley
Bell, of California, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to Hun-
gary.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a
cloture motion at the desk that I ask
to have reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Colleen Bradley Bell, of California, to be

Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Hungary.

Harry Reid, Robert Menendez, Bill Nel-
son, Patrick J. Leahy, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Elizabeth Warren, Barbara
Boxer, Tom Udall, Tammy Baldwin,
Brian Schatz, Richard Blumenthal,
Christopher A. Coons, Tom Harkin,
Angus S. King, Jr., Carl Levin, Joe
Manchin ITI, Bernard Sanders.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF NANI A.
COLORETTI TO BE DEPUTY SEC-
RETARY OF DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 772.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
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The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Nani A. Coloretti, of
California, to be Deputy Secretary of
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

The

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Nani A. Coloretti, of California, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

Harry Reid, Tim Johnson, Patrick J.
Leahy, Patty Murray, Tom Udall,
Brian Schatz, Charles E. Schumer, Bar-
bara Boxer, Benjamin L. Cardin, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Jeff Merkley, Al
Franken, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Martin
Heinrich, Elizabeth Warren, Richard J.
Durbin, Christopher Murphy.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF ROBERT S.
ADLER TO BE A COMMISSIONER
OF THE CONSUMER PRODUCT
SAFETY COMMISSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 918.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Robert S. Adler, of
the District of Columbia, to be a Com-
missioner of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. There is a cloture motion
at the desk that I ask to be reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the

S6187

Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Robert S. Adler, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be a Commissioner of the Consumer
Product Safety Commission.

Harry Reid, John D. Rockefeller IV, Rob-
ert Menendez, Patty Murray, Debbie
Stabenow, Benjamin L. Cardin, Amy
Klobuchar, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Christopher Murphy, Brian Schatz,
Richard J. Durbin, Richard
Blumenthal, Tom Harkin, Angus S.
King, Jr., Tom Udall, Mazie K. Hirono,
Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon Whitehouse.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF CHARLOTTE A.
BURROWS TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITY COMMISSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 1069.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Charlotte A. Bur-
rows, of the District of Columbia, to be
a Member of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. There is a cloture motion
at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Charlotte A. Burrows, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Member of the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission.

Harry Reid, Tom Harkin, Patrick J.
Leahy, Patty Murray, Tom Udall,
Brian Schatz, Charles E. Schumer, Bar-
bara Boxer, Benjamin L. Cardin, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Jeff Merkley, Al
Franken, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Martin
Heinrich, Elizabeth Warren, Richard J.
Durbin, Christopher Murphy.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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