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observers. Our electorate takes pride in
retail politicking and it is first in the
Nation’s political caucuses. We cer-
tainly have given Iowan voters a night-
and-day choice between these two U.S.
Senators. So while we may not see eye-
to-eye on politics and ideology, we do
see eye-to-eye when it comes to work-
ing for Iowa’s best interests. Although
our voting records may reflect night-
and-day positions on some public pol-
icy, you wouldn’t see the light of day
between us when we worked together
on matters that are of most impor-
tance to Iowans, including but not lim-
ited to natural disasters such as the
tremendous floods of 1993 and 2008,
Iowa farmers and agriculture, notably
recovering from the farm crisis. Re-
newable energy and rural infrastruc-
ture have been our mutual interest. We
have also enjoyed welcoming economic
development leaders and constituents
to the Nation’s Capital.

Between the famous Siouxland steak
dinner in Washington and the Harkin
steak fry in Indianola, there is no
doubt Tom will miss staking out
Iowans to discuss politics and policy.
However, I have no doubt my home
State colleague will continue to cham-
pion the causes for which he has de-
voted a lifetime of service. In fact, I
have read in news media about his re-
tirement of what he intends to pursue,
and so I have no doubt he is going to
pursue out of the Senate what he has
pursued in the Senate.

To his credit, my colleague’s legacy
reflects the priorities he set out to
achieve decades ago, to make a dif-
ference for those on the downside of ad-
vantage.

My wife Barbara and this Senator ex-
tend our warmest wishes to ToM and
his wife Ruth, and of course to the en-
tire Harkin family, as he starts life’s
next chapter. I see my colleague on the
floor, so I can look at him.

As you start life’s next chapter, may
you enjoy the blessings of hearth and
home, health and happiness. Although
ToM is retiring from public office, I am
confident he is not retiring from serv-
ing the public interest. From one con-
stituent to another, I thank you for
your lifetime of public service and I
wish you good luck and Godspeed.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

———
A GREAT ASSOCIATION

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, first let
me thank my friend and colleague for
his lifetime characteristic which is
being very gracious and very generous
in his remarks.

CHUCK GRASSLEY and I have served
together since 1974. I like to tell people
that in 1974, that was a big wave of
Democrats who came in. They called us
the Watergate babies. We came in a big
wave, won a lot of elections. In fact in
Iowa that year they elected a Demo-
cratic U.S. Senator and every House
seat—I think there were six at that
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time—six House seats all went Demo-
cratic except one, and that was the
seat that CHUCK GRASSLEY won that
year, bucking the trend—the tide—in
1974.

So it is kind of a funny thing,
CHUCK,—I speak to my friend across
the aisle here—that a lot of times peo-
ple, this year, have said, ‘‘All you Wa-
tergate babies are gone now, you and
MAX BAucuUs, and CHRIS DoDD and on
the House side GEORGE MILLER and
HENRY WAXMAN. So this is the last of
the Watergate babies.”

I said, ‘‘No, there is one left.”

“Well, who is that,” they say.

I say, ‘It is a Republican.”

““A Republican? Who is that?”’

I say, ‘“My colleague from Iowa,
CHUCK GRASSLEY, is sort of, shall I say,
the last man standing from that class
of 1974.”

Again, it is a tribute to Senator
GRASSLEY that through all these years
he has won the hearts and minds of the
people of Iowa, been elected and re-
elected. Of course he came to the Sen-
ate before I did. He came in 1981 and I
came in 1984. So I like to think we at
least share in common bucking the
trend a little bit—the tide—because in
1984 someone said, ‘‘Harkin ought to
run for the Senate in 1984 because there
will be a big Democratic landslide,”
and so I ran. The tide was just the op-
posite. There was a Reagan landslide
here. But I was fortunate enough to
win the election. So I think the two of
us share the bucking of the tide, so to
speak, getting into office when we ran.
But it has been a great association all
these years.

As I stand here today on my 75th
birthday, I guess when you are this
age, I think I have two kinds of emo-
tions. One, I wonder where the heck did
all the years go and how did they go by
so fast. And sometimes I say, gosh,
sometimes I wish I could turn the
clock back and do it all again. The
other emotion is sort of my Irish side
of me. The Irish have a saying that any
time you are on this side of the grass is
a good day. So I am sure happy that I
made it this far.

I again want to say that since the
time we took our oath of office on Jan-
uary 4, 1975, we have served together
both in the House and in the Senate. A
lot of the time we were on the same
committee, the agriculture committee,
working on a lot of different agri-
culture bills. I remember back in the
1980s working on the credit bill at that
time when so many farmers were un-
derwater. As the Senator said, it has
been a great honor and a privilege to
represent the people of Iowa.

As he mentioned, we belong to dif-
ferent parties, we have different phi-
losophies of approach in government,
but I like to think we share a common-
sense Iowa way of looking at the world.
We are not monolithic out in Iowa. We
are not all one philosophy or all the
other philosophy. Sometimes I find
very conservative friends of mine and I
may have a liberal view of one thing
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and I find liberals and I may have a
more conservative view of something
else. So the people of Iowa, as my
friend has said, think a lot about these
things, and they take these things into
consideration.

My friend has said, well, a lot of peo-
ple say how can Iowans elect someone
who is conservative and someone who
is liberal. I think that is because there
are common strains of that wave itself
to the people of Iowa in so many ways
where there is a cross of conflicts of
maybe a conservative approach and a
liberal approach.

I say to my friend, I value his friend-
ship and his counsel through all these
years, even though, again, as my friend
said, we approach things maybe from a
different  philosophical standpoint.
That is fine. That is okay. But we have
never let a disagreement on philosophy
ever be the last word between us or the
final word or anything like that. It is
always, well, that is that. What is
next? And the one thing I really appre-
ciate that my friend said is that when
it comes to Iowa, you don’t find any
daylight when it comes to a disaster on
what we can do for Iowa and Iowans.
We have had a wonderful relationship
through all these years and it is one
that I have cherished very much.

I heard my friend, in making some
notes, say that sometimes they say he
is a cold-hearted conservative and I am
a bleeding-heart liberal. I am going to
set the record straight. He is not a
cold-hearted conservative, he is a car-
ing conservative. He cares deeply about
people. He cares deeply about the peo-
ple of Iowa, too. And I hope I am not a
bleeding-heart liberal. I hope I am a
liberal who believes in individual re-
sponsibility—individual responsibility.

My friend has been a very caring con-
servative through all these years. I
think together we have achieved im-
portant things for our State: economic
development, rural development, agri-
culture, energy, all these things we
worked together on for Iowa. I am
proud of the fact that in Iowa right
now with regard to energy production,
25 percent of our energy comes from
wind energy in Iowa. We produce the
blades and turbines and everything in
Iowa and all the jobs there. That is
something we have worked together on
through all these years.

Again, people have asked me why I
am leaving the Senate. Well, it was my
decision. At the time—almost 2 years
ago—I said, you will never hear me
ever say bad things about the Senate
or denounce the Senate or say terrible
things. I love the Senate. This is a
wonderful institution. Yes, we hit a few
bumps in the road once in a while, but
that is to be expected in a legislative
process that represents 300 million peo-
ple in this country. But working to-
gether you form friendships and alli-
ances.

I have often said that as a progres-
sive, I want to go this far this fast and
the conservatives want to go this far
this slow, but by working together, you
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can make progress. You can make
progress, and that is what I think both
Senator GRASSLEY and I have worked
on together. We try to make progress,
especially for the people of Iowa.

I thank the Senator for his kind
words. I know we are not supposed to
say this on the Senate floor; we are al-
ways supposed to speak in the third
person. But I never wanted to follow all
of the rules anyway. So I wish to speak
directly and say: Thank you very
much, CHUCK GRASSLEY, for your
friendship, your counsel, and for work-
ing together through all these years. 1
will miss that relationship—working
on the Senate floor.

I will be in Iowa. I will be working
with the Harkin Institute at Drake
University. I will be spending a lot of
time on the disability policies and ad-
vancing the cause of people with dis-
abilities in some way, shape or form. I
don’t know how but in some way. It is
a nonpartisan institute, and we have a
great board of directors. The former
chair of the Iowa Republican Party is
on the board of the Harkin Institute,
and I want to keep it nonpartisan.

I ask that my friend come and
speak—and perhaps lead a discussion at
some time—at the institute at Drake
University. I would be honored if my
friend would do that sometime down
the road. I don’t know when, but some-
time when we can work it out. I know
my friend will be well received, and I
think the young people at Drake need
to hear the conservative side of the
story as well as the liberal side of the
story. They need to have that kind of
input. I hope we can work it out.

I say again that I know in the future
my friend and his wonderful wife Bar-
bara, a great and wonderful person, and
Ruth and I will maintain friendships
and our connections as we move into
the future. If there is any way we can
work together for the benefit of
Iowans, just let me know, and I will be
glad to be the Senator’s lieutenant in
the field out there in Iowa sometime.

Again, I thank my friend so much for
so many years of counsel and friend-
ship and working together. Thank you,
CHUCK.

I yield the floor.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I thank my col-
league for his kind remarks and for
being here and for serving the people of
Iowa.

Mr. President, I wish to take 4 more
minutes to speak on another subject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
COONS). Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

——
NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on
Saturday, many children and families
around the country will celebrate Na-
tional Adoption Day. It’s a day that
many adoptions are finalized and youth
find their forever families.

It’s very comforting and fitting that
this day helps kick off the holiday sea-
son. Families will be formed and
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strengthened. This Thanksgiving,
many children will celebrate with their
new families and not have to worry
about their next placement or their
next meal. And this month, we give
thanks to the men and women who
make their dreams come true.

Since the first National Adoption
Day in 2000, nearly 50,000 children have
joined ‘‘forever families” during Na-
tional Adoption Day. In 2013 alone,
adoptions for 4,500 children were final-
ized through 400 National Adoption
Day events across the country.

These are impressive numbers—num-
bers that make us proud of the work
being done to help children in foster
care find loving families. But there is
always more work to be done.

Today, there are over 102,000 children
in the foster care system. Iowa alone
has over 6,200 children in foster care,
many of whom are waiting for a loving
family to adopt them.

There are so many issues facing fos-
ter youth—in addition to being torn
apart from their families. They face se-
rious trauma. They are likely to be
treated differently and don’t get to do
the same activities as other kids. They
transition from home to home and
school to school. They don’t know nor-
malcy, and they may never know per-
manency. And, after years of chal-
lenges, some are forced to transition to
adulthood on their own. Unfortunately,
each year over 23,000 youth age out of
care in the U.S.

Too many older children in foster
care, especially those with special
needs, are often the ones who wait the
longest to leave foster care. Foster
youth simply desire to have what so
many of us were blessed to have—a
home with caring, loving parents and
siblings. These kids are less likely than
younger children to find ‘‘forever
homes.”

That is why I helped form the Senate
Caucus on Foster Youth. I wanted to
draw attention to the challenges that
older foster youth face. The caucus has
allowed congressional leaders to be-
come more aware of the issues faced by
young people and families who are in-
volved in the foster care system.

The caucus cannot function without
the input and insight from foster
youth. These children are the experts
on the foster care system. They tell us
what works or what needs to change.
They share their experiences and pro-
vide us with real world stories about
how our policies truly affect them.

The caucus and the youth who share
their experiences remind us that no
child is unadoptable. No child should
be without a mom and dad, and we
must remember that foster care should
be a layover, not a destination.

November is National Adoption
Month, a time to raise national aware-
ness of adoption and celebrate families,
advocates, and volunteers involved in
adoption. It’s also a time to devote
more attention to policies and prac-
tices that protect the safety and well-
being for all children.
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I am hopeful that Congress will con-
tinue to look for ways to improve the
foster care system and promote adop-
tions. I am glad Congress worked to
enact a bill this year to renew the
adoption incentives program and to do
more to screen and help foster youth
who may be trafficked. We must con-
tinually examine how the system is
treating youth and whether the poli-
cies in place are strengthening fami-
lies.

There are many youth who will cele-
brate this holiday season without a
permanent family. Hopefully, our cele-
bration of National Adoption Month
will raise awareness of the issues they
face and the need to find them a mom
and a dad. We need to keep working to-
gether to break down the barriers to
adoption.

So today, I thank all those who have
adopted or who have fostered children
who needed it, and I thank the many
individuals and organizations that
work to make permanency possible for
children. I know many dreams will
come true this Saturday, and I wish
the very best to the youth as they
begin their journey with their new
families.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise in recognition of National Adop-
tion Month, and I know our great col-
league Senator LANDRIEU will be here
to also address this important month.
She has been such a great leader in
fighting for this cause. She has lit-
erally gone to Guatemala to make sure
that children who are awaiting loving
homes in our country get to come to
those homes. She literally knows the
names of those kids and is hands-on
every step of the way and has been the
leader in Congress.

She established the Congressional
Coalition on Adoption, which has
brought together Senators and Mem-
bers of Congress on behalf of children
who need loving homes and families
who want to welcome them home. We
are very pleased with her leadership.

Senator LANDRIEU is joining us right
now, and I will be able to flip it over to
my friend at any time it is appropriate.
But I do wish to speak about National
Adoption Month. It is especially impor-
tant in my home State of Minnesota.

Many people don’t know this, but
Minnesota actually has the highest
rate of international adoptions in the
country. Minnesota families have
opened their homes and their hearts to
children from all over the world—from
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