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S6074
EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF LESLIE JOYCE
ABRAMS TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MID-
DLE DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

OF MARK HOWARD
BE UNITED STATES
JUDGE FOR THE
DISTRICT OF GEOR-

NOMINATION
COHEN TO
DISTRICT
NORTHERN
GIA

NOMINATION OF ELEANOR LOUISE
ROSS TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEOR-
GIA

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nominations, which the
clerk will report.

(DISTURBANCE IN THE VISITORS’ GALLERIES)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ser-
geant at Arms will restore order in the
gallery.

The bill clerk read the nominations
of Leslie Joyce Abrams, of Georgia, to
be United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Georgia; Mark How-
ard Cohen, of Georgia, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern
District of Georgia; and Eleanor Louise
Ross, of Georgia, to be United States
District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Georgia.

ABRAMS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to
a vote on the Abrams confirmation.

The Senator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I
yield my time to the two Senators
from Georgia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Georgia, the next three votes
will be three judges for the State of
Georgia.

Senator CHAMBLISS, the senior Sen-
ator from Georgia, has done an out-
standing job of leading our Judiciary
Committee to negotiate with the Presi-
dent and White House on six nomina-
tions, three of which we have approved
and the final three are tonight.
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I heartily recommend to each Mem-
ber of the Chamber a vote for Leslie
Abrams for the Middle District of Geor-
gia, Eleanor Ross for the Northern Dis-
trict of Georgia, and Mark Cohen for
the Northern District of Georgia. All
are extremely competent, talented in-
dividuals.

I thank the Obama administration
and all those who worked with us to
come up with a package of judges to
fill the vacancies in the State of Geor-
gia.

I yield to Senator CHAMBLISS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. I join with my col-
league Senator ISAKSON in recom-
mending that all of our colleagues vote
for all three of these judges: Judge El-
eanor Ross, Judge Mark Cohen, and
Judge Leslie Abrams—or future judges
in all three cases. They are excellent
candidates.

I particularly wish to commend Sen-
ator LEAHY for working closely with
us, the President for being willing to
sit down and discuss our judicial nomi-
nations, and particularly former White
House Counsel Kathy Ruemmler. We
would not be here today if Kathy had
not demonstrated great legal skills in
working this package and putting this
package together.

I encourage all my colleagues to vote
in favor of all three of these judges.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader.

KEYSTONE PIPELINE

Mr. McCCONNELL. I would point out
to my colleagues in the Senate that
consideration of the Keystone Pipeline
will be very early in the next session of
the Senate, of the Congress, and I con-
gratulate Senator HOEVEN for his good
work on this issue.

VOTE ON ABRAMS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nomination of Leslie Joyce Abrams, of
Georgia, to be United States District
Judge for the Middle District of Geor-
gia?

Mr. CORNYN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 100,
nays 0, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 281 Ex.]

YEAS—100
Alexander Gillibrand Murphy
Ayotte Graham Murray
Baldwin Grassley Nelson
Barrasso Hagan Paul
Begich Harkin Portman
Bennet Hatch Pryor
Blumenthal Heinrich Reed
Blunt Heitkamp :
Booker Heller gfsl(?h
Boozman Hirono Roberts
Boxer Hoeven
Brown Inhofe Roc];efeller
Burr Isakson Rubio
Cantwell Johanns Sanders
Cardin Johnson (SD) Schatz
Carper Johnson (WI) Schumer
Casey Kaine Scott
Chambliss King Sessions
Coats Kirk Shaheen
Coburn Klobuchar Shelby
Cochran Landrieu Stabenow
Collins Leahy Tester
Coons Lee Thune
Corker Levin Toomey
Cornyn Manchin Udall (CO)
Crapo Markey Udall (NM)
Cruz McCain Vitter
Donnelly McCaskill Walsh
Durbin McConnell Warner
Enzi Menendez
Feinstein Merkley Warren
Fischer Mikulski Whitehouse
Flake Moran Wicker
Franken Murkowski Wyden

The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON COHEN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to
the vote on the Cohen nomination.

Mr. REID. I yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Mark Howard Cohen, of Georgia, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Georgia?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON ROSS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided on the
Ross nomination.

Who yields time?

Mr. REID. I yield back all time.

Mr. McCONNELL. I yield back all
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Eleanor Louise Ross, of Georgia, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Georgia?

The nomination was confirmed.
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NOMINATION OF LESLIE ANN BAS-
SETT, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY

NOMINATION OF MARCIA STE-
PHENS BLOOM BERNICAT, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH

NOMINATION OF JAMES PETER
ZUMWALT, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL AND TO

SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COM-
PENSATION AS AMBASSADOR

EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
REPUBLIC OF GUINEA-BISSAU

NOMINATION OF CRAIG B. ALLEN,
A CAREER MEMBER OF THE SEN-
IOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS
OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

NOMINATION OF WILLIAM V. ROE-
BUCK, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF COUNSELOR, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nominations, which the clerk
will report.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nominations of Leslie Ann Bassett, of
California, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Paraguay; Marcia Stephens
Bloom Bernicat, of New Jersey, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the People’s Republic of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Bangladesh; James Peter Zumwalt, of
California, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Senegal and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Guinea-Bissau; Craig B. Allen, of
Virginia, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to Brunei
Darussalam; William V. Roebuck, of
North Carolina, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the King-
dom of Bahrain.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I will
yield back all time on these nomina-
tions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

VOTE ON BASSETT NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Leslie
Ann Bassett, of California, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Paraguay?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON BERNICAT NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Marcia
Stephens Bloom Bernicat, of New Jer-
sey, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Bangladesh?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON ZUMWALT NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of James
Peter Zumwalt, of California, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Senegal
and to serve concurrently and without
additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON ALLEN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Craig B.
Allen, of Virginia, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
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the United States of America to Brunei
Darussalam?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON ROEBUCK NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of William
V. Roebuck, of North Carolina, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Bahrain?

The nomination was confirmed.

For the information of the Senate,
for the respective nominations just
confirmed, the motions to reconsider
are considered made and laid upon the
table, and the President will be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

USA FREEDOM ACT—MOTION TO
PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 2685, which the clerk will
report.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

Motion to proceed to calendar No. 499, S.
2685, a bill to reform the authorities of the
Federal Government to require the produc-
tion of certain business records, conduct
electronic surveillance, use pen registers and
trap and trace devices, and use other forms
of information gathering for foreign intel-
ligence, counterterrorism, criminal pur-
poses, and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. Madam President, could
we have order?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Order,
please.

Mr. REID. Madam President, under
the rule that has been initiated here in
the Senate and confirmed, we have 30
minutes of debate on this matter, and
I have been told that it won’t take that
full 30 minutes. And, Madam President,
the time for debate would be equally
divided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 30
minutes for debate between the leaders
or their designees.

Who yields time?

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum, and ask
unanimous consent that the time be
equally divided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I
would ask for order.
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