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In the few remaining days of this 

Congress, I hope that the Republican 
Senators who recommended many of 
the pending judicial nominees to the 
President will work within their cau-
cus to get consent to confirm nominees 
to their own home States. 

I hope that all Senators will vote to 
end the filibuster of these nominations 
today and confirm them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to 
a vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the Abrams nomination. 

Mr. REID. I yield back all time on 
this nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Leslie Joyce Abrams, of Georgia, to be 
United States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Georgia. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Richard J. Durbin, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Jon Tester, Richard 
Blumenthal, Bill Nelson, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Elizabeth Warren, Brian 
Schatz, Al Franken, Sheldon White-
house, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tim Kaine, 
Charles E. Schumer, Tom Harkin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Leslie Joyce Abrams, of Georgia, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Georgia, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER), 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mrs. 
HAGAN), and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 
is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 68, 
nays 28, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 277 Ex.] 

YEAS—68 

Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 

Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Cochran 

Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Flake 

Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Isakson 
Johnson (SD) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 

Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—28 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Corker 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Enzi 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johanns 
Johnson (WI) 
Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 

Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Thune 

NOT VOTING—4 

Boxer 
Coburn 

Hagan 
Sanders 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 68, the nays are 28. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to 
a vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the Cohen nomination. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I yield 
back time on this side. 

Mr. HATCH. I yield back time on our 
side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
being yielded back, pursuant to rule 
XXII, the Chair lays before the Senate 
the pending cloture motion, which the 
clerk will state. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Mark Howard Cohen, of Georgia, to be 
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of Georgia. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Richard J. Durbin, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Jon Tester, Richard 
Blumenthal, Bill Nelson, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Elizabeth Warren, Brian 
Schatz, Al Franken, Sheldon White-
house, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tim Kaine, 
Charles E. Schumer, Tom Harkin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Mark Howard Cohen, of Georgia, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Georgia, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk called the 
roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER), 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mrs. 
HAGAN), and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 
is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 67, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 278 Ex.] 
YEAS—67 

Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Flake 
Franken 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Isakson 
Johnson (SD) 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—29 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Corker 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Enzi 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johanns 
Johnson (WI) 
Kirk 
Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 

Moran 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Thune 

NOT VOTING—4 

Boxer 
Coburn 

Hagan 
Sanders 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 67, the nays are 29. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

NOMINATION OF MARK HOWARD 
COHEN TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEOR-
GIA 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of Mark Howard Cohen, of 
Georgia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of 
Georgia. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to 
the vote to invoke cloture on the Ross 
nomination. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to yield back all 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, all time is yielded back. 
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Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 

before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Eleanor Louise Ross, of Georgia, to be 
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of Georgia. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Benjamin 
L. Cardin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Bar-
bara Boxer, Al Franken, Christopher A. 
Coons, Jack Reed, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand, Maria Cantwell, Amy Klo-
buchar, Bill Nelson, Mark R. Warner, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Richard 
Blumenthal, Tom Harkin, Dianne Fein-
stein. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Eleanor Louise Ross, of Georgia, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Northern District of Georgia, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER), 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mrs. 
HAGAN) and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) and the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 66, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 279 Ex.] 

YEAS—66 

Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Flake 
Franken 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson (SD) 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—29 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Cochran 
Corker 
Crapo 

Cruz 
Enzi 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Johanns 
Johnson (WI) 

Kirk 
Lee 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 

Roberts 
Scott 

Sessions 
Shelby 

Thune 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—5 

Boxer 
Coburn 

Hagan 
Sanders 

Toomey 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 66, the nays are 29. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

NOMINATION OF ELEANOR LOUISE 
ROSS TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEOR-
GIA 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of Eleanor Louise Ross, of 
Georgia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of 
Georgia. 

f 

NOMINATION OF BARBARA A. 
LEAF, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

NOMINATION OF THEODORE G. 
OSIUS III, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SO-
CIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

NOMINATION OF ERICA J. BARKS 
RUGGLES, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF RWANDA 

NOMINATION OF KAREN CLARK 
STANTON, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
TIMOR-LESTE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nominations, which the clerk 
will report. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nominations of Barbara A. Leaf, of Vir-
ginia, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 

United States of America to the United 
Arab Emirates; Theodore G. Osius III, 
of Maryland, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam; Erica J. 
Barks Ruggles, of Minnesota, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Rwanda; 
and Karen Clark Stanton, of Michigan, 
a Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Democratic Republic of 
Timor-Leste. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield back 
all time on these nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, all time is yielded back. 

VOTE ON LEAF NOMINATION 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the nomination of 
Barbara A. Leaf, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the United Arab Emirates? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON OSIUS NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Theodore 
G. Osius III, of Maryland, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON RUGGLES NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Erica J. 
Barks Ruggles, of Minnesota, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Rwanda? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON STANTON NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Karen 
Clark Stanton, of Michigan, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Democratic Republic of 
Timor-Leste? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 
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