S5852

this fall of a Beltway World Series be-
tween the Nats and the Baltimore Ori-
oles, he should prepare himself to be
disappointed!

Mr. President, in all seriousness, we
are fortunate to have men and women
of Jerry’s caliber devote their time and
talent to the U.S. Senate. Jerry is an
outstanding public servant. While we
will miss him—and his trademark sus-
penders—he certainly has earned a
well-deserved retirement and on behalf
of the Senate, I thank him for his serv-
ice and wish him and his family all the
best for the future.

————
REMEMBERING JERRY L. HEDRICK

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, as the
ranking member of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, I rise today to pay
tribute to Jerry L. Hedrick, a lifelong
North Carolinian, distinguished public
servant, a United States Army veteran,
and a leader of distinction at many lev-
els in the American Legion, who died
on August 25, 2014, concluding a life of
superb and selfless service to the vet-
erans of North Carolina and America.
Jerry passed away on the eve of the
American Legion’s National Conven-
tion in Charlotte, NC, an event he had
been actively planning for almost until
the moment his life ended. There is no
doubt in anyone’s mind that Jerry put
his heart and soul into the Legion’s
mission throughout his life.

Jerry was born in Lexington, NC a
year after the end of World War II and
spent his younger, formative years in
Davidson County, where he was grad-
uated from Lexington Senior High in
1965, just as the war in Vietnam was es-
calating. Jerry joined the TUnited
States Army in 1966 and was trained as
an armor crewman. He was subse-
quently assigned to Alpha Troop, First
Squadron, of the Fourteenth Armored
Cavalry Regiment, based in Fulda, Ger-
many. This was in the early years of
the Cold War that pitted North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization forces, com-
manded by the United States, at out-
posts and in forward bases along the
border that divided a free and demo-
cratic West Germany from a repressive
communist regime in Soviet supported
BEast Germany. The open Ilowlands
around Jerry’s base were known then
and for the next 25 years as the Fulda
Gap, where NATO expected a Soviet in-
vasion of Western Europe would come
through. At that time America’s atten-
tion was turning toward Southeast
Asia and the hot war there, but Jerry
and his fellow soldiers had a vital mis-
sion, one that would continue until the
demise of the Soviet Union.

Jerry received an honorable dis-
charge from the Army in 1968 and re-
turned home to North Carolina. Soon
after, he joined American Legion Post
8 in Lexington and found work as a
mail carrier with the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice, where he worked faithfully from
1969 until 2001. In the early post-Army
years, Jerry somehow found the time
amidst all his activities to study and
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obtain a business degree from Rowan
Technical Community College. Years
later, when Jerry was asked what
spurred his decision to join the Legion,
he simply stated, ‘I was asked by fel-
low workers and I wanted to help vet-
erans.”

Throughout his over four decades of
service to the Legion and to North
Carolina’s veterans, Jerry Hedrick held
almost every leadership position from
Post Financial Officer, to Post Adju-
tant, to Post Commander, and went on
to serve as both a Department and Dis-
trict Vice Commander and Com-
mander, as well as rising to National
level committees that addressed Amer-
icanism, Military Affairs, and Inter-
national Affairs. Jerry was also the
North Carolina Department’s rep-
resentative to the dedication of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Wash-
ington DC and would say in later years
that some of his fondest memories were
from his time on the National Execu-
tive Committee, which is responsible
for drafting the annual budget and
signing off on the American Legion’s
spending.

While he devoted much of his life’s
work to the Legion and to veterans’
issues, Jerry Hedrick was also devoted
to his wife Marie and to his family, and
a prominent figure in his community,
through volunteerism for the Moose,
Masonic, and Elks Lodges.

When I reflect on the sum total of
Jerry’s life, I see a man who knew that
the calling of service and the value of
fellowship were essential elements of
the American experience and what
truly bind us together. As an advocate
for veterans, his legacy is typified in
the old saying that the measure of a
man is not what he does but what he
gives. Jerry lived those words until his
last day with us.

I offer his wife Marie and his entire
family my deepest condolences. They,
all of North Carolina, and this Nation,
have lost a lifelong friend, a true gen-
tleman, a stalwart leader for veterans,
and a role model for those committed
to community and national service.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. STORY LANDIS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I
want to recognize a truly exceptional
public servant, Dr. Story Landis, who
is retiring in a few weeks from the di-
rectorship of the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke at
the National Institutes of Health. I
have been fortunate to get to know Dr.
Landis during her 11 years as Institute
Director. She has testified several
times before the committees I chair,
the Senate Labor, Health and Human
Services Appropriations Subcommittee
and the Senate Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Committee, al-
ways with the poise of a leader at a
prestigious national institution, the
rigor of a renowned scientist, and the
insight of a truly extraordinary pio-
neer working on the frontiers of our
knowledge of the human brain.
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Certainly, Dr. Landis has an exem-
plary pedigree. A graduate of Wellesley
College and Harvard University, Dr.
Landis came to NIH in 1995 as NINDS
Scientific Director, following a distin-
guished career as a neuroscience re-
searcher and chair of the Neuroscience
Department at Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine. As sci-
entific director, she had the bold vision
to stimulate collaborations in brain re-
search across labs from different insti-
tutes on the NIH campus and led the
planning for a unique national neuro-
science research center at NIH. From
the time Dr. Landis became NINDS Di-
rector in 2003, she worked with me,
with the late Senator Spector, and
with other NIH Institute Directors to
make this center a reality. This spring
I was fortunate to be at the NIH cam-
pus to help officially dedicate the John
Edward Porter Neuroscience Research
Center.

I will remember Dr. Landis best for
her courage, her ability to bridge gaps,
and her passion.

First, her courage. Not many people
remember this, but in 2007, Dr. Landis
was the first NIH Director to speak
publicly in opposition to President
Bush’s ban on Federal funding of stem
cell research. That may not sound like
much to us now, but at the time it was
a remarkable act of professional integ-
rity and personal courage. The Amer-
ican public was very divided, the sci-
entific community was not unified, and
most importantly, she worked for the
administration whose policies she was
publicly criticizing. She risked her job
and her reputation to alert this Senate
to the reality that research was being
stifled—research with enormous poten-
tial to reduce human suffering. Just
last week, I read a press report about
stem cells being used to decode schizo-
phrenic brains. This Nation is indebted
to Dr. Landis for having the courage to
speak a hard truth at a critical junc-
ture in our Nation’s scientific policy
debate.

Second, let me talk about Dr.
Landis’s ability to bridge gaps. In
truth, she has bridged so many divides
throughout her career: She reached
across institutes in 2005 to establish
and develop one of the most effective
trans-NIH initiatives in producing the
NIH Blueprint for Neuroscience Re-
search and more recently launching
the NIH BRAIN Initiative, which will
bring together engineers, aging ex-
perts, and neuroscientists to transform
our understanding of the human brain.
She reached across scientific gaps in
chairing the NIH Stem Cell Task Force
and helping to coordinate and lead pain
research efforts across NIH, and she
bridged generation gaps in her enthusi-
astic mentorship, her work on career
development, and her support for early-
stage investigators.

But the gap I remember best is the
divide between scientists and policy-
makers. I might be telling tales out of
school here, but it was Story Landis
and Jim Battey who sat with me for



September 18, 2014

nearly an hour in Dirksen 116 and pa-
tiently walked me through the science
and the potential for stem cell re-
search. Concepts that are familiar to
many of us now—ideas such as
pluripotency and somatic cell trans-
fer—were entirely new. Scientists and
the public would all have to learn how
to engage with one another about the
legal, technical, and ethical issues
raised by stem cell research, and Dr.
Landis was there to bridge that divide
with me.

Finally, let me speak about her pas-
sion. Dr. Landis and I have worked to-
gether for many years on many topics,
but none is closer to her heart than
spinal muscular atrophy, or SMA.
When she and I began collaborating to
address SMA, there was very little to
offer families who had a child afflicted
by this debilitating disease. Between
2003 and 2012, the NINDS piloted the
Spinal Muscular Atrophy Project to ex-
pedite therapeutics development. If
you listen to Dr. Collins talk about the
Advanced Medicine Partnership today,
you hear echoes of Dr. Landis’s work
on SMA. The project was designed to
accelerate the research process by cre-
ating a virtual pharmaceutical com-
pany to identify drugs that could be
used as potential leads for clinical test-
ing. This was groundbreaking work
well before ‘‘translational research”
was commonly discussed. And it
worked not just for the compounds it
discovered but also by getting compa-
nies interested in creating more and
better treatments. As a consequence,
today when we talk about the SMA
treatments in development, we talk
about treatments in the plural. This
would not be happening if Story Landis
had not focused her passion on SMA.

Dr. Landis’s career has stimulated
tremendous progress in the field of
neuroscience and inspired legions of
young scientists to follow in her path.
She has been a true public servant. In-
deed, I am always amazed at America’s
good fortune in attracting public serv-
ants of the world-class caliber of Dr.
Landis. It has been my privilege to
work with her and to learn from her
over the years. Dr. Landis has many
other admirers in the U.S. Senate. We
honor Dr. Story Landis today for her
invaluable leadership of NINDS and for
her great service to the people of the
United States.

————

TRIBUTE TO COMBINED JOINT
INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE 435

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the contributions of Combined
Joint Interagency Task Force,
CJIATF, 435. On October 1, 2014,
CJIATF 435 will conclude a 5-year mis-
sion in Afghanistan to conduct U.S.
law of armed conflict detainee oper-
ations while successfully training, ad-
vising, and assisting the Afghan Na-
tional Army and Afghan justice sector
to develop and improve the investiga-
tion, prosecution, and detention of in-
surgent and terror-related threats.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

CJIATF 435’s team included Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force
servicemembers, Department of De-
fense civilians, contractors, and coali-
tion members. The team developed a
strong collaborative relationship with
highly capable partners in the Afghan
National Army Military Police Guard
Command, the National Directorate of
Security, the Attorney General’s Of-
fice, and the Supreme Court. They also
partnered with U.S. Department of
State and U.S. Department of Justice.

On September 18, 2009, CJIATF 435
was established originally as Joint
Task Force 435, JTF 435, to assume
command, control, oversight and re-
sponsibility for all U.S. detainee oper-
ations in Afghanistan and coordinate
with other partners to promote the
rule of law and use of biometrics in Af-
ghanistan. Through its subordinate
command, the Rule of Law Field Force-
Afghanistan, CJIATF 435 partnered
with the Office of the U.S. Ambassador
to Afghanistan for Rule of Law and
Law Enforcement. With the addition of
combined and interagency partners,
JTF 435 officially became CJIATEF 435
on September 1, 2010.

CJIATF 435 justice advisors from the
Rule of Law Field Force-Afghanistan
and the Joint Legal Center, trained,
advised, and assisted Afghan prosecu-
tors, judges, and investigators, which
enabled the justice system to try over
7,000 cases with a 75 percent conviction
rate, resulting in more than 3,000 insur-
gents held accountable for their
crimes. The Joint Legal Center also re-
sponded to over 12,000 requests for in-
formation from Afghan courts. The Na-
tional Directorate of Security Agents
provided information for investigations
to assist in convictions.

CJIATF 435 instituted the first of its
kind Afghan Training Team program
that provided opportunities for expert
Afghan criminal investigators, forensic
experts, and prosecutors to share their
professional expertise with provincial
investigators and prosecutors. The pro-
gram trained more than 400 students in
a multitude of Evidence Based Oper-
ations procedures.

The CJIATF 435 Intelligence Direc-
torate, the Theater Intelligence Group,
conducted more than 30,000 interviews
and produced thousands of reports in
support of Afghan investigation, pros-
ecution, and detention operations. Out-
standing intelligence collection con-
sisting of over 30,000 interrogations
generating more than 5,500 intelligence
information reports, resulting in over
2,000 source directed requirements,
made legal victories possible and con-
tributed valuable information to the
war fighting effort. The Theater Intel-
ligence Group expertly partnered with
Afghan law enforcement investigators
to train and assist them in conducting
interviews and investigations of com-
plex terror organizations.

CJIATF 435 managed the theater bio-
metrics database which enrolled thou-
sands of individuals associated with
the insurgency into the database and
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prevented them from entering coali-
tion bases. The biometrics enabled
watchlist was critical to force protec-
tion and led to the capture, targeting,
and tactical questioning of hundreds of
possible threats. These biometric en-
rollments also linked many insurgents
to a host of crimes against the coali-
tion and the Afghan people.

During the transition of detention
operations to Afghan custody and con-
trol, CJIATF 435 ensured the Afghan
Military Police Guard Command pro-
vided secure and humane care, custody,
and control of over 3,500 detainees.
CJIATF 435 provided hands-on train-
ing, mentorship, and oversight to fa-
cilitate the complete transfer of de-
tainee operations to the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
GIROA. Their tireless efforts set the
conditions of GIRoA’s largest deten-
tion facility to conduct independent
operations in full compliance with
international standards of humane care
and detainee treatment.

As CJIATF 435 approached the end of
mission, it established a rule of law de-
velopment team to continue mentoring
the Afghan prosecutors, judges, inves-
tigators and military police in the in-
vestigation, prosecution, and detention
of national security threats. Through
the tireless efforts of the men and
women of CJIATF 435, the Afghans are
well poised to effectively operate the
National Security Justice Center at
Parwan which will protect the Afghan
people and coalition forces while
strengthening the rule of law in Af-
ghanistan.

Commending the combined Joint
Interagency Task Force 435 on a job
well-done for supporting the Govern-
ment of Afghanistan as it built self-
sustaining detention capacity and rule
of law institutions compliant with Af-
ghan and international law, I ask that
the Senate join me in acknowledging
the hard work, dedication, and sac-
rifice of CJTATF 435 for promoting the
values of democracy.

——

INDIA

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, next
week, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will travel to the United States
for the first time since his historic
election victory. The U.S. and India are
natural partners with shared values
and common interests, yet we are far
from realizing the full potential of our
relationship to the mutual benefit of
both of our countries. On behalf of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and thousands of Indian-American con-
stituents across New Jersey, I welcome
the Prime Minister to the TUnited
States and am confident that his visit
will re-invigorate and refocus our part-
nership so that concrete progress can
be made in a host of sectors.

India’s new government has won a
historic mandate to deliver change and
reform, and we should be ready to sup-
port India’s efforts to meet chal-
lenges—through concrete measures to
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