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This should gradually reduce, in a way
that provides some help for more mid-
dle-income Americans so they pay no
more than 9.5 percent their income in
health insurance premiums.

The Affordable Health Insurance for
the Middle Class Act would do just
that. This legislation extends the cur-
rent subsidy up to 600 percent of the
Federal poverty level, which is $68,940
for an individual. As an individual
makes more, their subsidy goes down.

I am particularly concerned about
older individuals who mneed medical
care but face premiums they simply
cannot afford. In California, it is esti-
mated that approximately 360,600 indi-
viduals between the ages of 50-64 who
do not qualify for Medicaid or have em-
ployer-based coverage would see pre-
miums greater than 9.5 percent of their
income. Nearly 98,000 of these are ex-
pected to remain uninsured due to the
cost. This is a simple fix to improve
the law that will further increase ac-
cess to coverage.

The bill is paid for by a nominal in-
crease in the federal cigarette tax,
which amounts to five cents per pack.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting the Affordable Health In-
surance for the Middle Class Act. It is
commonsense to have a gradual decline
in the federal assistance for health in-
surance and help those who are just out
of reach of affording it on their own.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on this important issue.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 561—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT RECENTLY PRO-
POSED MEASURES THAT WILL
REDUCE TRANSPARENCY AND
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT THE
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF INSURANCE SUPERVISORS
(IAIS) SHOULD BE DISAPPROVED
BY UNITED STATES REPRESENT-
ATIVES TO THE IAIS

Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr.
TESTER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

S. RES. 561

Whereas the International Association of
Insurance Supervisors (IAIS) establishes
global insurance standards that the United
States and other countries are expected to
implement and are graded on their compli-
ance with;

Whereas heretofore, the procedures of the
IAIS were relatively transparent for observ-
ers;

Whereas on August 4, 2014, the IAIS pro-
posed eliminating public observers from its
meetings starting on January 1, 2015, signifi-
cantly reducing the transparency of its ac-
tivities and only allowing certain parties to
attend;

Whereas representatives of United States
consumer advocacy organizations have just
recently been admitted as observers;

Whereas the IAIS proposed procedures
would provide far less transparency and par-
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ticipation than the procedure afforded to in-
terested stakeholders in the United States
by the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners (NAIC);

Whereas maximum transparency produces
the best regulation and the proposed proce-
dures will reduce transparency; and

Whereas United States State insurance
regulators who currently provide the largest
portion of funding to the IAIS have already
publically expressed opposition to the pro-
posed reduction in IAIS transparency: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the International Association of Insur-
ance Supervisors’ (IAIS) proposed procedures
will reduce transparency and access to IAIS
supervisory standard development by United
States stakeholders including those rep-
resenting consumers;

(2) the proposed procedures specifically au-
thorize the unfair and unequal treatment of
interested parties by allowing the IAIS to se-
lectively admit certain parties and exclude
others at key meetings;

(3) all representatives of the United States
at the International Association of Insur-
ance Supervisors should oppose these new
procedures and instead advocate more trans-
parency and public inclusion by the IAIS;

(4) should the IAIS adopt the proposed pro-
cedures or any similar reductions in trans-
parency, United States representatives to
the IAIS should make all appropriate efforts
to ensure that proper transparency is re-
stored; and

(5) all United States representatives to the
IAIS should work to ensure that their activi-
ties are transparent to Congress and United
States stakeholders, and that United States
representatives to the IAIS should regularly
communicate with United States stake-
holders through timely comprehensive re-
porting and in-person discussions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 562—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT PERFORMANCE-
BASED CONTRACTS FOR ENERGY
SAVINGS ARE A BUDGET-NEU-
TRAL MEANS TO SUPPORT THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN RE-
DUCING ITS ENERGY CONSUMP-
TION WITHOUT INCREASING
SPENDING WHILE SIMULTA-
NEOUSLY SUPPORTING UNITED
STATES BASED JOBS AND ECO-
NOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. REED of Rhode Is-
land, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KING, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
DONNELLY) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Budget:

S. RES. 562

Whereas Energy Savings Performance Con-
tracts and Utility Energy Service Contracts
were first authorized by Congress in 1986 and
1992 respectively and reduce energy costs and
consumption at Federal buildings and facili-
ties without relying on additional appropria-
tions;

Whereas the contracts are financed by a
third-party and realize sufficient energy sav-
ings to cover the cost of the financed im-
provements over the contract term;

Whereas the contractor provides a guar-
antee of energy savings for the Energy Sav-
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ings Performance Contract and the utility
provides energy savings performance assur-
ances or guarantees of the savings for the
Utility Energy Service Contract;

Whereas performance-based contracting is
an opportunity for significant savings so
much so that the Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory has determined that under an En-
ergy Savings Performance Contract the total
cost savings delivered to the Government is
nearly twice the guaranteed amount;

Whereas the Energy Independence and Se-
curity Act of 2007 required a Government-
wide audit of facilities and, although to date
only half of those buildings have been sur-
veyed, it has been established that at least
$9,000,000,000 worth of energy savings that
could be achieved within a decade;

Whereas the Office of Management and
Budget first recognized savings from Energy
Savings Performance Contracts and Utility
Energy Service Contracts on an annual basis
throughout the term of the contract as far
back as 1998;

Whereas the Congressional Budget Office
instead has determined that the full cost of
the authority to enter into the long-term
contracts for capital investments be scored
upfront as new mandatory spending while
the savings in energy costs that flow from
these investments be realized over time as
part of the annual appropriations process;

Whereas this has continued to hinder the
ability of Congress to pass legislation ensur-
ing additional energy and cost savings to the
Federal Government through utilization of
these contracts despite their proven savings;
and

Whereas there is broad bipartisan and bi-
cameral recognition in Congress of the value
of these energy saving contracts: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that legislation regarding Energy Savings
Performance Contracts and Utility Energy
Service Contracts, and legislation which
may lead to their use by the Federal Govern-
ment, should receive Congressional scoring
treatment that allows future year guaran-
teed discretionary savings to be counted
against the mandatory spending attributed
to undertaking such contracts.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 563—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT
SHOULD PURSUE EXTRADITION

AUTHORITY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL CYBERCRIMINALS
COMMITTING CREDIT CARD
THEFT TARGETING UNITED

STATES CITIZENS

Mr. KIRK (for himself, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. COATS, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. JOHNSON
of Wisconsin, Mr. CORNYN, and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 563

Whereas the number of United States citi-
zens who have had their identity and finan-
cial information compromised as a result of
recent data breaches at major retailers ex-
ceeds 100,000,000;

Whereas the financial security of middle
class Americans has been put at risk by
these criminal attacks;

Whereas cybercrimes targeting the finan-
cial information of United States citizens
are often transnational crimes; and

Whereas the United States does not cur-
rently have established extradition agree-
ments with many countries acting as safe
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havens for cybercriminals: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the President should immediately
launch international negotiations with the
governments of the world’s leading powers
for new, effective extradition treaties with
countries with which the United States has
no current extradition authority, as well as
renegotiate old, ineffective treaties, in order
to combat more effectively international
cybercriminals, including those who target
the credit card information of United States
citizens.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION  564—HON-
ORING CONSERVATION ON THE
CENTENNIAL OF THE PAS-

SENGER PIGEON EXTINCTION

Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works:

S. RES. 564

Whereas the Senate recognizes the impor-
tance of conserving natural habitats for bird
populations and preserving the Nation’s bio-
diversity;

Whereas the death of Martha, the last pas-
senger pigeon, on September 1, 1914, at the
Cincinnati Zoo, and the extinction of the
passenger pigeon helped to catalyze the
American conservation movement of the
early 20th century, resulting in new laws and
practices that prevented the extinction of
many species;

Whereas the story of the passenger pigeon
can serve as a cautionary tale and raise
awareness of current issues related to
human-caused extinction, explore connec-
tions between humans and the natural world,
and inspire people to build sustainable rela-
tionships with other species;

Whereas the passenger pigeon (Ectopistes
migratorius) was once the most abundant
bird in North America, with a population ex-
ceeding 3,000,000,000 and with flocks so large
that they could darken the skies for hours
and even days at a time;

Whereas due to unregulated market hunt-
ing in the 19th century and deforestation,
the passenger pigeon population plummeted
toward extinction;

Whereas Project Passenger Pigeon, a con-
sortium of over 150 institutions, scientists,
conservationists, educators, artists, musi-
cians, filmmakers, and others throughout
the Nation, is using the centenary of the ex-
tinction of the species to tell the story of the
passenger pigeon; and

Whereas the story of the passenger pigeon,
once a symbol of never-ending natural abun-
dance, and its subsequent extinction is
unique in the annals of the history of the
United States:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates
the importance of this centenary, our nat-
ural heritage, the sustainability of our eco-
system, and the conservation of our Nation’s
wildlife.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 565—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE CA-
NADIAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT
PERMANENTLY STORE NUCLEAR
WASTE IN THE GREAT LAKES
BASIN

Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. KIRK,
Ms. STABENOW, and Ms. BALDWIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 565

Whereas the water resources of the Great
Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources, shared by the Great Lakes States
and the Canadian Provinces;

Whereas since 1909, the United States and
Canada have worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes
through water quality agreements;

Whereas more than 40,000,000 people in
Canada and the United States depend on the
fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water;

Whereas Ontario Power Generation is pro-
posing to build a permanent geological re-
pository for nuclear waste less than one mile
from Lake Huron in Kincardine, Ontario,
Canada;

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels;

Whereas during the 1980s when the Depart-
ment of Energy, in accordance with the Nu-
clear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101
et seq.), was studying potential sites for a
permanent nuclear waste repository in the
United States, the Canadian Government ex-
pressed concern with locating a permanent
nuclear waste repository within the shared
water basins of the 2 countries; and

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the
Great Lakes could have lasting and severely
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the
people that depend on them for their liveli-
hood: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate—

(1) the Canadian Government should not
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin;

(2) the President and the Secretary of
State should take appropriate action to
work with the Canadian Government to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository
from being built within the Great Lakes
Basin; and

(3) the President and the Secretary of
State should work together with their Cana-
dian Government counterparts on a safe and
responsible solution for the long-term stor-
age of nuclear waste.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 566—CELE-
BRATING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH
DAKOTA

Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 566

Whereas South Dakota joined the Union as
a State on November 2, 1889;

Whereas South Dakota serves as a bread-
basket for the United States and the world;

Whereas the agriculture industry in South
Dakota produces a $25,600,000,000 economic
impact each year;
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Whereas South Dakota is among the top 10
producers in the United States of 9 different
Crops;

Whereas South Dakota is among the top 10
producers in the United States in 5 different
animal production areas;

Whereas South Dakota is a land of oppor-
tunity and free enterprise;

Whereas South Dakota consistently has
one of the lowest unemployment rates in the
United States;

Whereas South Dakota has an outstanding
system of education at every level, teaching
students to become leaders and innovators in
a variety of fields;

Whereas South Dakotans have gone on to
serve proudly and in disproportionately high
numbers in the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas the USS South Dakota was com-
missioned in 1942 and valiantly served in the
Pacific during World War II;

Whereas South Dakota is honored to be
home to 9 Native American tribes;

Whereas South Dakota boasts the highest
mountains between the Appalachians and
the Rockies;

Whereas South Dakota supports environ-
mental conservation as home to 6 National
parks;

Whereas people from all over the United
States travel to South Dakota every year to
participate in an annual tradition of pheas-
ant hunting that has spurred tourism and
economic growth and has maintained a her-
itage important to South Dakotans for gen-
erations; and

Whereas South Dakota came to symbolize
the commitment of the United States to
freedom and democracy by way of the world-
famous Mount Rushmore: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate commends and
celebrates South Dakota and its people on
the State’s 125th anniversary.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 567T—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE POS-
SIBLE EASING OF RESTRICTIONS
ON THE SALE OF LETHAL MILI-
TARY EQUIPMENT TO THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF VIETNAM

Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. CORKER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 567

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Vietnam is an important emerging part-
ner with which the United States increas-
ingly shares strategic and economic inter-
ests, including improving bilateral and mul-
tilateral capacity for humanitarian assist-
ance and disaster relief, upholding the prin-
ciples of freedom of navigation and peaceful
resolution of international disputes,
strengthening an open regional trading
order, and maintaining a favorable balance
of power in the Asia-Pacific region;

(2) the Government of Vietnam has re-
cently taken modest but encouraging steps
to improve its human rights record, includ-
ing signing the United Nations Convention
Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, adopt-
ed by the United Nations General Assembly
December 10, 1984, increasing registrations
for places of worship, taking greater action
to combat human trafficking, reviewing the
Criminal Code, and beginning high-level en-
gagement with the United States and inter-
national human rights nongovernmental or-
ganizations;
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