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South Dakotans who work in our tour-
ism industry ensure that people from
all over the world enjoy our great
places. Tourists enjoy visiting Mount
Rushmore, of course, but also seeing
the sights throughout the Black Hills
and the Badlands, the Corn Palace in
Mitchell, the Crazy Horse Memorial,
and the falls in Sioux Falls.

In addition to welcoming Americans
from coast to coast, South Dakota is
feeding our Nation and our world. Each
year, one South Dakota farmer pro-
duces enough food to feed 155 people.
South Dakota ranks in the top 10
States for wheat, corn, soybeans, al-
falfa, and sunflowers. We are also in
the top 10 States of bison, honey,
sheep, and beef. In all, South Dakota’s
agriculture industry contributes $26
billion annually to our economy.

While the productivity of our farmers
and ranchers is unmatched, all hard-
working South Dakota families con-
tribute to our State’s success. Whether
they are educating our children, serv-
ing in our growing health care and fi-
nancial services sectors, conducting re-
search in our college laboratories, hard
work is what binds South Dakotans to-
gether and has made our State’s exper-
iment in democracy one of the most
successful in our Nation’s history.

I am proud to call the great State of
South Dakota home, and I am honored
to have the privilege of serving all
South Dakotans here in the Senate.

Today I wish to honor the spirit that
has endured in our State for the last
125 years by celebrating this special
anniversary.

—————

CELEBRATING SOUTH DAKOTA’S
125TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, today, I join with my col-
league, the junior Senator from South
Dakota, in celebrating the birth of our
home State, which entered the union
125 years ago on November 2. I'm a
fourth generation South Dakotan, and
my great-grandfather was a home-
steader in what was then known as the
Dakota Territory. As I have learned
growing up in Canton and from the
generations of my family that came be-
fore me, being a South Dakotan instills
in oneself a unique kind of work ethic
and a drive to do good unto others.

South Dakotans know how to deal
with adversity and they know how to
help each other when disaster strikes.
Last year, a devastating blizzard hit
much of western South Dakota, caus-
ing millions of dollars in damage and
killing tens of thousands of head of
livestock. Without blinking an eye,
neighbors were out helping neighbors
who lost power. They donated their
time and money to help ranchers who
lost their livelihoods. Recovery would
not have been possible without the in-
herent attitude that South Dakotans
have to help one another.

South Dakotans also have a lot to
celebrate this year. The ag industry
has driven our economy, creating jobs
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and spurring economic development in
rural communities. Our State also
boasts some of the Nation’s most pop-
ular tourist destinations including the
Badlands, the Black Hills National
Forest, the world’s only Corn Palace,
and some of the best pheasant hunting
in the country. Mount Rushmore in the
Black Hills also symbolizes democracy
and enables all Americans to remember
and celebrate our history. The Crazy
Horse monument, which is still a work
in progress, honors the legendary
Lakota warrior. South Dakota is also
home to nine Native American tribes,
each having its own distinct cultures
and traditions.

There is an awful lot to be proud of
in our State, from the attitude we have
as individuals to what we have built
during our 125 year history. Through-
out this past year, South Dakotans
have taken part in a number of activi-
ties to celebrate our State’s history,
heritage, and culture, and those cele-
brations will continue in the weeks
ahead. I am honored to play just a
small role in this celebration by join-
ing with my colleague in offering this
resolution, and I urge all of our col-
leagues to join us in celebrating the
birth of our State.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
566, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. Res. 566) celebrating the 125th an-
niversary of the State of South Dakota.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———————

BANK ON STUDENTS EMERGENCY
LOAN REFINANCING ACT—MO-
TION TO PROCEED—Continued
TRIBAL GENERAL WELFARE EXCLUSION ACT OF

2013

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I also
wish to speak in support of S. 1507, the
Tribal General Welfare Exclusion Act
of 2013. I am a cosponsor of this bipar-
tisan legislation which passed the
House of Representatives earlier this
week.

This bill would codify that general
welfare benefits provided to tribal
members by Indian tribes—often in
areas with high levels of poverty and
unemployment where these benefits
are much needed—are exempt from
Federal taxation.
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The bill would ensure parity between
the tax treatment of benefits provided
by Indian tribes and those provided by
State and local governments.

While the Internal Revenue Service
has issued guidance on this issue, fur-
ther action is needed to ensure that
our tribal citizens are treated fairly
with regard to taxation of certain trib-
al welfare benefits.

This bill establishes a tribal advisory
committee to advise the Secretary of
the Treasury on the taxation of tribal
members.

This is a bipartisan amendment with
support from the National Congress of
American Indians and the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Tribes and tribal organizations
across the country, including the Great
Plains Tribal Chairman Association
and the Coalition of Large Tribes rep-
resenting the nine tribes in my home
State of South Dakota, are urging us
to move forward with this legislation.

The Joint Committee on Taxation
has estimated that this legislation
would have a negligible impact on Fed-
eral revenue.

I hope before we adjourn that the
Senate can pass by unanimous consent
this legislation that was passed by the
House of Representatives earlier this
week under suspension and that we will
reaffirm our commitment to Indian
Country.

I hope we move this legislation and
move it quickly and clarify once and
for all this important issue.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MORAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, Octo-
ber—next month—is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. It is not expected
that the Senate will be in session next
month and I would like to use this op-
portunity to visit just a moment about
domestic violence in an effort to create
a greater awareness and to work to
eliminate this plight among many fam-
ilies and many individuals across the
country.

Domestic violence is an issue that
impacts way too many Americans. In
fact, it affects so many homes, and yet
it is something that is rarely spoken
about publicly. Right now, because of
actions of professional athletes, domes-
tic violence is in the news and it is on
our minds. But this attention needs to
continue when the sports writers quit
writing and when the news reporters
and camera crews quit covering and
they move on to the next story.
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Many Americans assume domestic vi-
olence doesn’t occur in their neighbor-
hood, it doesn’t occur among their
friends, but unfortunately that is not
the case. Domestic violence does not
discriminate by race, gender, age
group, education or social status. We
can’t stereotype, the way we often do,
about domestic violence. In fact, it is
not just a problem for women; it is also
a problem for children and men who
are often victims.

In large communities, in small com-

munities across the country and
across, unfortunately, my State of
Kansas, too many Americans, too

many Kansans find themselves placed
in danger by the very people who are
supposed to love and care for and pro-
tect them. Each year, more than 2 mil-
lion women are victims of domestic vi-
olence across the country. In Kansas
alone, it is estimated that 1 in 10 adult
women will suffer from domestic abuse
this year. These are damning statistics
that make clear, whether we realize it,
someone we know is enduring physical
and psychological abuse today, tomor-
row, this week. We have a responsi-
bility to help the hopeless—those who
are often too afraid to speak out for
themselves. I rise tonight to try to give
voice to those who are victims and to
acknowledge professionals and volun-
teers who provide care and the services
those victims need.

On a single day last year, shelters
and organizations in Kansas served
more than 720 victims, and similar or-
ganizations around the country served
more than 66,000 victims each day.

I visited one of those organizations
last year, the Kansas SAFEHOME. It is
a tremendous organization that serves
the greater Kansas City area.
SAFEHOME provides more than just a
shelter for those needing a place to live
or to escape from abuse. They provide
no-cost advocacy, counseling, an
inhouse attorney, and assistance in
finding employment. The agency also
provides education in the community
to prevent abuse.

Each year SAFEHOME helps thou-
sands of women and children reestab-
lish their lives without violence. The
employees and volunteers there are
making huge differences in the lives of
many. I have often said on the Senate
floor that what happens in Washington,
DC, matters, but I know we change the
world one person, one soul at a time,
and in this setting and in settings simi-
lar to it across Kansas and around the
country, lives are being changed and
improved.

Despite the important and the honor-
able and noble work that organizations
such as SAFEHOME are performing,
they are often faced with uncertainty
regarding the Federal support they will
receive. The good news is that last year
Congress was able to move past politics
and pass legislation to reauthorize the
Violence Against Women Act.

I sponsored and voted for that legis-
lation and in my view it provides cru-
cial, critical resources for victims of
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domestic violence and empowers our
justice system to act on their behalf.
Just as crucial, it works to prevent
abuse from occurring in the first place.

This legislation is having a real im-
pact on the lives of Kansans because
survivors now have access, for example,
to legal services, through the Legal As-
sistance to Victims grant project, es-
tablished in 2012 by the Kansas Coali-
tion Against Sexual and Domestic Vio-
lence.

One survivor expressed how grateful
she was for the program because, as she
said, ‘I didn’t know what I would have
done without it.”” Without the assist-
ance of this program, she may have had
to go to court without legal represen-
tation, knowing that her perpetrator
already had an attorney representing
him. With that legal representation,
her perpetrator was held accountable
for his actions.

Throughout our country, more than
one in three women still suffer from
abuse during their lifetime, and domes-
tic violence brings fear and hopeless-
ness and depression into the lives of
every victim. We should work not only
to end this violent crime, but we must
also care for those who are victims. By
volunteering at a local shelter, speak-
ing out when we become aware of do-
mestic violence or making a donation
to an organization that helps in those
circumstances, every citizen—as I said,
we could change the world one person
at a time, and every citizen can find a
way to get involved and make a dif-
ference.

Now and throughout the year—mnot
just now, not just next month, October
is Domestic Violence Month—Ilet us be
mindful of the victims of domestic vio-
lence and each of us do our part to
break the cycle and bring hope to those
who suffer and are in despair. Let us
also use the conversations taking place
now in the print in the papers and on
the view of the television as an oppor-
tunity to speak out against any and all
types of domestic abuse. Let’s raise the
awareness of this silent and dev-
astating crime and bring about an end
to all domestic violence.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF RANDOLPH D.
MOSS TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 853.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Randolph D. Moss,
of Maryland, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Colum-
bia.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion
that has been filed and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Randolph D. Moss, of Maryland, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Columbia.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Patty Murray, Elizabeth

Warren, Charles E. Schumer, Jack
Reed, Christopher A. Coons, Dianne
Feinstein, Angus S. King, Jr., Ben-

jamin L. Cardin, Mazie XK. Hirono,
Richard Blumenthal, Amy Klobuchar,
Christopher Murphy, Cory A. Booker,
Martin Heinrich.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum under rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF LEIGH MARTIN
MAY TO BE UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTH-
ERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 855.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Leigh Martin May,
of Georgia, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of
Georgia.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
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