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and fishing heritage of the United States for
future generations;

(5) identifies the significance of national
wildlife refuges in advancing the traditions
of wildlife observation, photography, envi-
ronmental education, and interpretation;

(6) recognizes the importance of national
wildlife refuges to wildlife conservation and
the protection of imperiled species and eco-
systems, as well as compatible uses;

(7) acknowledges the role of national wild-
life refuges in conserving waterfowl and wa-
terfowl habitat pursuant to the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755, chapter 128);

(8) reaffirms the support of the Senate for
wildlife conservation and the National Wild-
life Refuge System; and

(9) expresses the intent of the Senate—

(A) to continue working to conserve wild-
life; and

(B) to manage the National Wildlife Refuge
System for current and future generations.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 557T—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
OCTOBER 19, 2014, AS “NATIONAL
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. PRYOR, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. ENZI, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, and Mr. MANCHIN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 557

Whereas the well-being of the United
States requires that the young people of the
United States become an involved, caring
citizenry of good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas, more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young people are taught the importance of
good character and the positive effects that
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas, although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
United States;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values, which form the
foundation of a democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;

Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;
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Whereas the character and conduct of
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;

Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those that have
an interest in the education and training of
the young people of the United States, to
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National
Character Counts Week”’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations focus on character
education, is of great benefit to the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning October
19, 2014, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week”’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups—

(A) to embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 558—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 22 THROUGH 28, 2014, AS
“NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK”

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. REED of Rhode Island, Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr. ISAKSON,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS,
and Ms. MIKULSKI) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 558

Whereas the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development reports that
approximately 36,000,000 adults in the United
States lack the basic literacy and numeracy
necessary to succeed at home, in the work-
place, and in society;

Whereas the literacy of the people of the
United States is essential for the economic
and societal well-being of the United States;

Whereas the United States reaps the eco-
nomic benefits of individuals who improve
their literacy, numeracy, and English-lan-
guage skills;

Whereas literacy and educational skills are
necessary for individuals to fully benefit
from the range of opportunities available in
the United States;

Whereas the economy and position of the
United States in the world marketplace de-
pend on having a literate, skilled population;

Whereas the unemployment rate in the
United States is highest among those with-
out a high school diploma or an equivalent
credential, demonstrating that education is
important to economic recovery;

Whereas the educational skills of a child’s
parents and the practice of reading to a child
have a direct impact on the educational suc-
cess of the child;

Whereas parental involvement in a child’s
education is a key predictor of a child’s suc-
cess, and the level of parental involvement
in a child’s education increases as the edu-
cational level of the parent increases;
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Whereas parents who participate in family
literacy programs become more involved in
their children’s education and gain the tools
necessary to obtain a job or find better em-
ployment;

Whereas as a result of family literacy pro-
grams, the lives of children become more
stable, and their success in the classroom
and in future endeavors becomes more like-
ly;

Whereas adults need to be part of a long-
term solution to the educational challenges
faced by the people of the United States;

Whereas many older people in the United
States lack the reading, math, or English
skills necessary to read a prescription and
follow medical instructions, which endangers
their lives and the lives of their loved ones;

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills necessary to
obtain and keep a job to provide for their
families, to continue their education, or to
participate in job training programs;

Whereas many high school dropouts do not
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical
training, or obtain a job;

Whereas a large portion of individuals in
prison have low educational skills, and pris-
oners without educational skills are more
likely to return to prison once released;

Whereas many immigrants in the United
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and

Whereas National Adult Education and
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to
ensure that each individual in the United
States has the literacy skills necessary to
succeed at home, at work, and in society:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 22
through 28, 2014, as ‘‘National Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week” to raise
public awareness about the importance of
adult education, workforce skills, and family
literacy:;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist individ-
uals in need of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy programs;

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy
programs; and

(4) calls upon public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to
ensure a literate society.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 559—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
ON OCTOBER 19, 2014, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK”

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
TOOMEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 559

Whereas chemistry is the science of basic
units of matter and, consequently, plays a
role in every aspect of human life;

Whereas chemistry has broad applications,
including food science, water quality, en-
ergy, sustainability, medicine, and elec-
tronics;

Whereas the science of chemistry is vital
to improving the quality of human life and
plays an important role in addressing crit-
ical global challenges;

Whereas innovations in chemistry con-
tinue to spur economic growth and job cre-
ation and have applications for a range of in-
dustries;
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Whereas National Chemistry Week is part
of a broader vision to improve human life
through chemistry and to advance the chem-
istry enterprise and the practitioners of such
enterprise for the benefit of communities
and the environment;

Whereas the purpose of National Chem-
istry Week is to reach the public with edu-
cational messages about chemistry in order
to foster greater understanding and appre-
ciation for the applications and benefits of
chemistry;

Whereas National Chemistry Week strives
to stimulate the interest of young people, in-
cluding women and underrepresented groups,
in enthusiastically studying science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics and in
pursuing science-related careers that lead to
innovations and major scientific break-
throughs; and

Whereas students who participate in Na-
tional Chemistry Week deserve recognition
and support for their efforts: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning on Octo-
ber 19, 2014, as ‘“‘National Chemistry Week”’;

(2) supports the goals of and welcomes the
participants in the 27th annual National
Chemistry Week;

(3) recognizes the need to promote the
fields of science (including chemistry), tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics and
encourage youth to pursue careers in such
fields; and

(4) commends the American Chemical Soci-
ety and the partners of such society for orga-
nizing and convening events and activities
surrounding National Chemistry Week each
year.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 560—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2014 AS
““SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH”

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. BLUNT) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 560

Whereas approximately 480,000 public and
private school buses carry 26,000,000 children
to and from school every weekday in the
United States;

Whereas America’s 480,000 public and pri-
vate school buses comprise the largest mass
transportation fleet in the Nation;

Whereas during the school year, school
buses make more than 55,000,000 passenger
trips daily and students ride these school
buses 10,000,000,000 times per year as the Na-
tion’s fleet travels over 5,600,000,000 miles per
school year;

Whereas school buses are designed to be
safer than passenger vehicles and are 13
times safer than other modes of school trans-
portation, and 44 times safer than vehicles
driven by teenagers;

Whereas in an average year, about 25
school children are killed in school bus acci-
dents, with one-third of these children
struck by their own school buses in loading/
unloading zones, one-third struck by motor-
ists who fail to stop for school buses, and
one-third killed as they approach or depart a
school bus stop;

Whereas The Child Safety Network, cele-
brating 26 years of national public service,
has collaborated with the National PTA and
the school bus industry to create public serv-
ice announcements to reduce distracted driv-
ing near school buses, increase ridership, and
provide free resources to school districts in
order to increase driver safety training, pro-
vide free technology for tracking school
buses, reduce on-board bullying, and educate
students; and
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Whereas the adoption of School Bus Safety
Month will allow broadcast and digital
media and social networking industries to
make commitments to disseminate public
service announcements designed to save chil-
dren’s lives by making motorists aware of
school bus safety issues: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2014 as ‘“‘School Bus Safety Month™’.

————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-

TION 43—EXPRESSING SUPPORT
FOR DESIGNATION OF A ‘“NA-
TIONAL LAO-HMONG RECOGNI-
TION DAY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. CoN. REs. 43

Whereas the Lao-Hmong, which means
“free people”’, are Laotian members of the
Hmong tribe and are noted for their warrior
tradition, loyalty, and bravery;

Whereas beginning in 1960, the United
States recruited thousands of the Lao-
Hmong to fight against the Communist
Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese Army
regulars in Laos;

Whereas the United States relied heavily
on the Lao-Hmong Special Guerrilla Units to
engage in direct combat with North Viet-
namese troops from 1960 to 1975;

Whereas the Lao-Hmong conducted tac-
tical guerrilla actions, flew thousands of
deadly combat missions in support of the
Armed Forces and the Central Intelligence
Agency, and fought in conventional and
guerrilla combat clashes with extreme cas-
ualties;

Whereas the Lao-Hmong, although out-
numbered, fought against enemy forces to
disrupt the flow of troops and war supplies
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail;

Whereas the Lao-Hmong protected United
States personnel, guarded United States Air
Force radar installations, gathered critical
intelligence about enemy operations, and un-
dertook rescue missions to save the lives of
downed American pilots;

Whereas more than 35,000 of the Lao-
Hmong lost their lives, and many more were
seriously injured and disabled;

Whereas thousands of Lao-Hmong suffered
grievous injuries and permanent disabilities,
and thousands more were captured and sent
to concentration camps;

Whereas after the conclusion of the war,
many Lao-Hmong soldiers were the victims
of acts of retribution and atrocities by the
Pathet Lao, causing many of the Lao-Hmong
to flee to neighboring Thailand and become
refugees; and

Whereas beginning with the City Council
of Golden, Colorado, in 1995, various State
and local governments have issued proclama-
tions declaring July 22 as ‘‘Lao-Hmong Rec-
ognition Day’’, and the establishment of a
‘““National Lao-Hmong Recognition Day”’
would recognize the bravery, sacrifice, and
loyalty to the United States exhibited by the
Lao-Hmong in Southeast Asia: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
‘“National Lao-Hmong Recognition Day’’;
and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe ‘‘National Lao-
Hmong Recognition Day’ with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3823. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2015 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3824. Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for him-
self and Mr. SESSIONS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3825. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3826. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3827. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3828. Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr.
WICKER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2410,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3829. Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2410, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3830. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3831. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3832. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3833. Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2410,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3834. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3835. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3836. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3837. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3838. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3839. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3840. Mr. HATCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3841. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2410, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3842. Mr. NELSON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
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