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other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2841. A bill to provide for a study by the 

Institute of Medicine on health disparities, 
to direct the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to develop guidelines on reducing 
health disparities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 2842. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act to establish a Caregiver Corps 
program; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Ms. AYOTTE): 

S. 2843. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to provide certain members of 
the reserve components of the Armed Forces 
who are victims of sex-related offenses with 
access to a special victims’ counsel; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. SAND-
ERS): 

S. 2844. A bill to reauthorize the World 
Trade Center Health Program and the Sep-
tember 11th Victim Compensation Fund of 
2001, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. HARKIN: 
S. 2845. A bill to establish the Southern 

Prairie Potholes National Wildlife Refuge; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Ms. AYOTTE: 
S. 2846. A bill to express the sense of the 

Senate that the Secretary of State should 
use his existing authority to revoke the 
passports of United States citizens who have 
provided material support to ISIS and to re-
quire the Secretary to submit a quarterly re-
port to Congress on the use of such author-
ity; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 2847. A bill to provide for certain land to 

be taken into trust for the benefit of the 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. FISCHER, 
and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 2848. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, with respect to apportionments 
under the Airport Improvement Program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 2849. A bill to strengthen student 
achievement and graduation rates and pre-
pare youth for postsecondary education at 
institutions of higher education, careers, and 
citizenship through innovative partnerships 
that meet the comprehensive needs of youth; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2850. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Act to create a program to provide funding 
for organizations that support startup busi-
nesses in formation and early growth stages 
by providing entrepreneurs with resources 
and services to produce viable businesses, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S.J. Res. 44. A joint resolution to authorize 

the use of United States Armed Forces 
against the Islamic State in Iraq and the Le-
vant; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. Res. 551. A resolution recognizing Sep-
tember 2014 as ‘‘National Campus Safety 
Awareness Month’’ and supporting the goals 
and ideals of National Campus Safety Aware-
ness Month; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota): 

S. Res. 552. A resolution supporting Lights 
on Afterschool, a national celebration of 
afterschool programs held on October 23, 
2014; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. Res. 553. A resolution recognizing the 
250th anniversary of the Hartford Courant 
newspaper; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr. LEE): 

S. Res. 554. A resolution recognizing the 
month of October 2014 as ‘‘National Prin-
cipals Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Mr. THUNE): 

S. Res. 555. A resolution designating the 
week of September 15 through September 19, 
2014, as ‘‘National Health Information Tech-
nology Week’’ to recognize the value of 
health information technology in trans-
forming and improving the health care sys-
tem for all individuals in the United States; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mr. WARNER, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. Res. 556. A resolution designating the 
week beginning on October 12, 2014, as Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Week; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. PRYOR, 
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. ENZI, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. STABENOW, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, and Mr. MANCHIN): 

S. Res. 557. A resolution designating the 
week beginning October 19, 2014, as ‘‘Na-
tional Character Counts Week’’; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. REED, Mr. JOHNSON 
of South Dakota, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. Res. 558. A resolution designating the 
week of September 22 through 28, 2014, as 
‘‘National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
TOOMEY): 

S. Res. 559. A resolution designating the 
week beginning on October 19, 2014, as ‘‘Na-
tional Chemistry Week’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. BLUNT): 

S. Res. 560. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2014 as ‘‘School Bus Safety Month’’; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. Con. Res. 43. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for designation of a ‘‘Na-

tional Lao-Hmong Recognition Day’’; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 223 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
223, a bill to amend section 217 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to 
modify the visa waiver program, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 325 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
325, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to increase the maximum 
age for children eligible for medical 
care under the CHAMPVA program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 539 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 539, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to foster 
more effective implementation and co-
ordination of clinical care for people 
with pre-diabetes and diabetes. 

S. 577 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 577, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for the distribution of addi-
tional residency positions, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 633 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 633, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for cov-
erage under the beneficiary travel pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs of certain disabled veterans for 
travel in connection with certain spe-
cial disabilities rehabilitation, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 946 

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
946, a bill to prohibit taxpayer funded 
abortions, and for other purposes. 

S. 1011 

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1011, a 
bill to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the centennial of Boys Town, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1088 

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 
names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1088, a bill to end dis-
crimination based on actual or per-
ceived sexual orientation or gender 
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identity in public schools, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1277 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1277, a bill to establish a commission 
for the purpose of coordinating efforts 
to reduce prescription drug abuse, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1463 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) and the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1463, a bill to amend the 
Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 to pro-
hibit importation, exportation, trans-
portation, sale, receipt, acquisition, 
and purchase in interstate or foreign 
commerce, or in a manner substan-
tially affecting interstate or foreign 
commerce, of any live animal of any 
prohibited wildlife species. 

S. 1507 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1507, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify the 
treatment of general welfare benefits 
provided by Indian tribes. 

S. 1531 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1531, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the 
types of wines taxed as hard cider. 

S. 2082 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2082, a bill to pro-
vide for the development of criteria 
under the Medicare program for medi-
cally necessary short inpatient hos-
pital stays, and for other purposes. 

S. 2092 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2092, a bill to provide certain protec-
tions from civil liability with respect 
to the emergency administration of 
opioid overdose drugs. 

S. 2141 
At the request of Mr. REED, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN), the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BURR) and the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2141, a 
bill to amend the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act to provide an alter-
native process for review of safety and 
effectiveness of nonprescription sun-
screen active ingredients and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2192 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2192, a bill to amend the Na-

tional Alzheimer’s Project Act to re-
quire the Director of the National In-
stitutes of Health to prepare and sub-
mit, directly to the President for re-
view and transmittal to Congress, an 
annual budget estimate (including an 
estimate of the number and type of 
personnel needs for the Institutes) for 
the initiatives of the National Insti-
tutes of Health pursuant to such an 
Act. 

S. 2348 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2348, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
waive coinsurance under Medicare for 
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing. 

S. 2366 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2366, a bill to amend the 
Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act to establish a permanent, 
nationwide summer electronic benefits 
transfer for children program. 

S. 2508 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2508, a bill to estab-
lish a comprehensive United States 
Government policy to assist countries 
in sub-Saharan Africa to improve ac-
cess to and the affordability, reli-
ability, and sustainability of power, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2538 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2538, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to revise and ex-
tend the program for viral hepatitis 
surveillance, education, and testing in 
order to prevent deaths from chronic 
liver disease and liver cancer, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2587 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2587, a bill to amend the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 to pro-
tect and conserve species and the law-
ful possession of certain ivory in the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 2621 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2621, a bill to amend the Migratory 
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp 
Act to increase the price of Migratory 
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamps 
to fund the acquisition of conservation 
easements for migratory birds, and for 
other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2621, supra. 

S. 2622 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2622, a bill to require 
breast density reporting to physicians 
and patients by facilities that perform 
mammograms, and for other purposes. 

S. 2646 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO), the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2646, a bill to reau-
thorize the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 2653 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2653, a bill to amend the defi-
nition of ‘‘homeless person’’ under the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act to include certain homeless chil-
dren and youth, and for other purposes. 

S. 2655 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2655, a bill to reauthorize 
the Young Women’s Breast Health Edu-
cation and Awareness Requires Learn-
ing Young Act of 2009. 

S. 2687 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2687, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to ensure that women 
members of the Armed Forces and 
their families have access to the con-
traception they need in order to pro-
mote the health and readiness of all 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2689 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) and the Senator from Alaska 
(Mr. BEGICH) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2689, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to specify cov-
erage of continuous glucose monitoring 
devices, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2689, supra. 

S. 2693 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2693, a bill to reauthorize the 
women’s business center program of 
the Small Business Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2706 
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 

of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2706, a bill to ensure that organizations 
with religious or moral convictions are 
allowed to continue to provide services 
for children. 
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S. 2746 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2746, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to improve the 
health of children and help better un-
derstand and enhance awareness about 
unexpected sudden death in early life. 

S. 2758 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2758, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of the Air Force to modernize C–130 air-
craft using alternative communication, 
navigation, surveillance, and air traffic 
management program kits and to en-
sure that such aircraft meet applicable 
regulations of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. 

S. 2782 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator 
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY), the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE) 
and the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2782, a bill to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to improve the Federal 
charter for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2793 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN) 
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 2793, a bill to authorize the award of 
the Medal of Honor to Henry Johnson. 

S. 2809 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2809, a bill to require the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to obtain a 
court order to garnish wages to pay a 
nontax debt. 

S. 2814 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from Geor-
gia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2814, a bill to amend the 
National Labor Relations Act to re-
form the National Labor Relations 
Board, the Office of the General Coun-
sel, and the process for appellate re-
view, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 353 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 

(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 353, a resolution designating 
September 2014 as ‘‘National Brain An-
eurysm Awareness Month’’. 

S. RES. 529 

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 529, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 100th anniversary of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States and commending its members 
for their courage and sacrifice in serv-
ice to the United States. 

S. RES. 530 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) and the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 530, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate on the 
current situation in Iraq and the ur-
gent need to protect religious minori-
ties from persecution from the Sunni 
Islamist insurgent and terrorist group 
the Islamic State, formerly known as 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL), as it expands its control 
over areas in northwestern Iraq. 

S. RES. 541 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 541, a resolution recognizing the 
severe threat that the Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa poses to populations, 
governments, and economies across Af-
rica and, if not properly contained, to 
regions across the globe, and express-
ing support for those affected by this 
epidemic. 

S. RES. 543 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names 
of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 543, a resolution 
designating November 1, 2014, as Na-
tional Bison Day. 

S. RES. 545 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. KAINE), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from 
Nevada (Mr. HELLER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 545, a resolution 
recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month 
and celebrating the heritage and cul-
ture of Latinos in the United States 
and the immense contributions of 
Latinos to the United States. 

S. RES. 546 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 546, a resolution con-
gratulating Indonesia’s President-elect 
Joko Widodo on his electoral victory 
and commending the people of Indo-
nesia on their commitment to democ-
racy and free and fair elections. 

S. RES. 548 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 

MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 548, a resolution designating 
November 29, 2014, as ‘‘Small Business 
Saturday’’ and supporting efforts to in-
crease awareness of the value of locally 
owned small businesses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3420 
At the request of Mr. WALSH, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3420 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2410, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2015 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3744 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3744 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2410, an 
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2015 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2850. A bill to amend the Small 

Business Act to create a program to 
provide funding for organizations that 
support startup businesses in forma-
tion and early growth stages by pro-
viding entrepreneurs with resources 
and services to produce viable busi-
nesses, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Startup Oppor-
tunity Accelerator Act or SOAR Act, 
which provides funding for accelerator 
programs and organizations that sup-
port small business startups. 

The importance of small businesses 
to the economy and job creation is well 
documented. In fact, data has shown 
the innovative, smallest companies 
represent a significant majority of all 
new businesses, reaffirming the impor-
tance of young, small firms to driving 
small business and economic growth. 

To be sure, we see the impact of 
these high growth startups daily in the 
technology we rely on for communica-
tion and access to information. Many 
of the startups developing these inno-
vative technologies have thrived in re-
gions, such as Silicon Valley and Sil-
icon Alley, where there are high con-
centrations of other entrepreneurs and 
startups. Specifically, these regions 
have benefited from the presence of 
growth accelerators and other organi-
zations that connect startups with the 
resources necessary for growth. These 
resources can provide critical opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs to access the 
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