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country that is invading Ukraine, the
same country occupying Crimea and
the eastern part of Ukraine.

Then when we try to get the Euro-
pean Union to join with us to push
back, what do they say? Geez, I don’t
know. We can’t, because Russia is
going to cut off the gas and it is fall
and it is getting colder.

Does that make sense to anybody? Is
that the situation we want to be in? I
think it is pretty compelling. Do we
want to be in a situation where we
have to try to get oil out of the Middle
East with ISIL over there operating
the way they are? I don’t think so.

These issues are all interrelated, and
they are not short-term issues. We
can’t start building that infrastructure
today and have it done tomorrow.
These are billion-dollar investments.
They don’t cost the government a sin-
gle penny, but they are billion-dollar
investments that private enterprise is
willing to make and put people to
work, provide that energy more safely,
more securely, with better environ-
mental stewardship, and address our
national security challenges. That type
of energy plan is a long-term plan for
this country, and it is one we need to
start now.

For six years we have been waiting
for a decision from the President on a
multibillion dollar pipeline project
that will not only bring oil from Can-
ada to the United States but will move
100,000 barrels a day of oil from my
home State to refineries in this coun-
try, that by the State Department’s
own admission will create more than
40,000 jobs, that will create hundreds of
millions in tax revenue, that will help
us create energy security for our coun-
try, that will allow us to work with our
closest friend and ally, Canada, rather
than telling them: No, we are not going
to work with you. Send that oil to
China. It is something the American
people overwhelmingly want by about
70 percent in most of the polls that I
guess is being held up by special inter-
est groups.

This is about how we run this coun-
try. This is about who we work for.
This is about having a long-term plan
to build the kind of energy future for
America that I believe the American
people very much want.

Let’s go to work and pass this bipar-
tisan legislation.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself
and Ms. STABENOW):

S. 2832. A bill to provide for youth
jobs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, if you
talk to the people in Vermont, and I
suspect in any other State in America,
they will say the most serious crisis
facing this country is the lack of de-
cent-paying jobs, particularly when it
comes to young Americans. This is an
issue we do not talk enough about, and
this is an issue on which we have to
focus.
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Yes, we are better off today than we
were 6 years ago when we were hem-
orrhaging 700,000 jobs a month and the
Nation’s financial system was on the
verge of collapse, but the truth is that
the economy for working families and
lower income families today remains in
very difficult straits. The middle class
of this country—the backbone of this
country—continues to disappear and
more and more people are living in
poverty. In fact, we have almost more
people living in poverty today than at
any time in the history of this country,
and all the while we are seeing more
wealth and income inequality, such
that 95 percent of all new income gen-
erated in America since the Wall
Street crash is going to the top 1 per-
cent.

The fact is that real unemployment
in this country is not the ‘‘official” 6.1
percent we see on the front pages of
newspapers. The truth is that if you
count those people who have given up
looking for work because they live in
high-unemployment areas or the peo-
ple—and there are many of these—who
are working part time when they want
to work full time, real unemployment
is 12 percent. That is a crisis situation.

As bad as that is, the unemployment
rate is far worse for young Americans.
Today the youth unemployment rate is
20 percent—20 percent. We all paid a lot
of attention to the tragedy in Fer-
guson, MO, a few weeks ago, but what
was not discussed is that African-
American youth unemployment is 33
percent, and in many areas of the coun-
try it is even higher than that. Today
over 5.5 million young people have ei-
ther dropped out of high school or have
graduated high school. And do you
know what they are doing? Nothing.
They have no jobs. Many of them in
Vermont and throughout this country
are hanging out on street corners and
many of them are getting into trouble.
Maybe they are doing drugs, maybe
they are involved in crime, but this I
will tell you, and the statistics are
very clear on this: If you leave school—
either you drop out or you graduate
high school—and you don’t get a job in
your first year, you don’t get a job in
your second year, you don’t get a job in
your third year, there is a strong like-
lihood you will never get a job, never
get a career, never make it to the mid-
dle class, never be part of mainstream
America.

Youth unemployment at 20 percent is
clearly one of the reasons why in the
United States of America we have more
people in jail today than any other
country on Earth. A lot of people don’t
know that. China’s a great big country,
a Communist authoritarian country.
Doesn’t China have more people in jail
than we do? No. We have more people
in jail than China.

I think the time is long overdue for
us to start investing in our young peo-
ple, helping them get the jobs they
need, helping them get the education
they need, helping them get the job
training they need so they can be part
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of our economy, part of the middle
class, and not end up in jail or dead
from overdoses of drugs. The situation
is so dire that there are studies out
there that tell us now that one out of
every three African-American males
born today, if we do not change this,
will go to prison in his lifetime—one
out of three. This is a crisis situation,
and it is one that cannot be ignored.

The legislation I have introduced
today, along with Congressman JOHN
CONYERS of Michigan, is called the Em-
ploy Young Americans Now Act. This
legislation will provide $5.5 billion in
immediate funding to States and local-
ities throughout the country to employ
1 million young Americans between the
ages of 16 and 24 and provide job train-
ing to hundreds of thousands of other
young Americans. Under our bill the
U.S. Department of Labor would pro-
vide $4 billion in grants to States and
local governments to provide summer
jobs and year-round employment op-
portunities for economically disadvan-
taged youth, with direct links to aca-
demic and occupational learning.
There is another $1.5 billion in there to
provide such services as transportation
or childcare, which would be necessary
to enable young Americans to partici-
pate in job opportunities.

I am very grateful this legislation
has already been endorsed by the AFL-
CIO, which is the largest labor union in
the country, representing some 13 mil-
lion workers; the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Em-
ployees; the United Auto Workers; the
United Steel Workers of America; the
Campaign for America’s Future; and
the National Employment Law Project.

I thank Senator DEBBIE STABENOW of
Michigan for her support on this legis-
lation as well.

We cannot continue to ignore the cri-
sis of youth unemployment in America.
We are talking about the future of an
entire generation. We are talking
about the future of the United States
of America. Let’s start focusing on this
issue. Let’s give millions of young peo-
ple the opportunity to earn a paycheck
and to make it into the middle class.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  546—CON-
GRATULATING INDONESIA’S
PRESIDENT-ELECT JOKO WIDODO
ON HIS ELECTORAL VICTORY
AND COMMENDING THE PEOPLE
OF INDONESIA ON THEIR COM-
MITMENT TO DEMOCRACY AND
FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and
Mr. McCAIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 546

Whereas the United States and Indonesia
are the world’s second and third largest de-
mocracies, respectively;

Whereas the United States and Indonesia
share many common values, including re-
spect for human rights and the rule of law;
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Whereas in November 2010, the United
States and Indonesia launched the U.S.-Indo-
nesia Comprehensive Partnership, which so-
lidified a long-term commitment to coopera-
tion on key bilateral, regional and global
issues;

Whereas the U.S.-Indonesia Comprehensive
Partnership’s Democracy and Civil Society
Working Group promotes enhanced coopera-
tion on parliamentary and electoral proc-
esses and political empowerment for women;

Whereas Indonesia, a regional and global
leader, has undergone a remarkable demo-
cratic transformation over the last 2 dec-
ades;

Whereas on July 9, 2014, approximately
135,000,000 votes were cast in Indonesia’s
presidential election, which was the largest
single day election in the world to date;

Whereas on July 22, 2014, Joko Widodo was
declared the winner in Indonesia’s presi-
dential election; and

Whereas Indonesia, with its vast geog-
raphy, large multi-ethnic population, and
largest Muslim majority population in the
world, is a powerful model for a peaceful,
democratic transition of power: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates Indonesia’s President-
elect Joko Widodo on his electoral victory;

(2) commends the people of Indonesia on
their commitment to democracy and free
and fair elections;

(3) affirms the commitment of the United
States to strengthening our bilateral rela-
tionship with Indonesia;

(4) supports the advancement of an inclu-
sive democracy and an active role for civil
society in Indonesia; and

(5) recognizes Indonesia’s 2014 presidential
election as an example of a peaceful, demo-
cratic transition of power for other trans-
formational democracies throughout the
world to follow.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 547—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2014, AS NA-

TIONAL HISPANIC-SERVING IN-
STITUTIONS WEEK
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
REID of Nevada, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CoONS, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.

LEVIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
NELSON, Mr. REED of Rhode Island, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr.
UpALL of New Mexico, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. HELLER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 547

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are
degree-granting institutions that have a full-
time equivalent undergraduate enrollment of
at least 25 percent Hispanic students;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions
play an important role in educating many
underprivileged students and helping those
students attain their full potential through
higher education;

Whereas 370 Hispanic-Serving Institutions
operate in the United States;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions rep-
resent just 11 percent of all institutions of
higher learning, yet serve nearly 60 percent
of all Hispanic students, enrolling more than
1,500,000 Hispanic students in 2012;

Whereas the number of ‘‘emerging His-
panic-Serving Institutions,” defined as insti-
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tutions that do not yet meet the threshold of
25 percent Hispanic enrollment but serve a
Hispanic student population of between 15
and 24 percent, grew to 270 colleges and uni-
versities in 2012;

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are
actively involved in stabilizing and improv-
ing the communities in which the institu-
tions are located;

Whereas celebrating the vast contributions
of Hispanic-Serving Institutions to the
United States strengthens the culture of the
United States; and

Whereas the achievements and goals of
Hispanic-Serving Institutions deserve na-
tional recognition: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the achievements and goals
of Hispanic-Serving Institutions across the
United States;

(2) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 14, 2014, as ‘‘National Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions Week’’; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States
and interested groups to observe the week
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs to demonstrate support for His-
panic-Serving Institutions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 548—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 29, 2014, AS
“SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY”
AND SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO
INCREASE AWARENESS OF THE
VALUE OF LOCALLY OWNED
SMALL BUSINESSES

Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. RUBIO,
Mrs. HAGAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. LEVIN,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. KING,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. UDALL of New Mexico,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. BENNET, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. COONS, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. TESTER, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr.
ENzI, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin, Mr.
HOEVEN, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. HATCH, Mr.
ISAKSON, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. ScoTT, Mr. THUNE, Ms. HEITKAMP,
and Mr. CARDIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 548

Whereas there are 28,200,000 small busi-
nesses in the United States;

Whereas small businesses represent 99.7
percent of all businesses with employees in
the United States;

Whereas small businesses employ over 48
percent of the employees in the private sec-
tor in the United States;

Whereas small businesses pay over 42 per-
cent of the total payroll of the employees in
the private sector in the United States;

Whereas small businesses constitute 98 per-
cent of firms exporting goods;

Whereas small businesses are responsible
for more than 46 percent of private sector
output;

Whereas small businesses generated 63 per-
cent of net new jobs created from 1993
through 2013;

Whereas 87 percent of consumers in the
United States agree that the success of small
businesses is critical to the overall economic
health of the United States;

Whereas 89 percent of consumers in the
United States agree that small businesses

S5635

contribute positively to local communities
by supplying jobs and generating tax rev-
enue;

Whereas 93 percent of consumers in the
United States agree that it is important to
support the small businesses in their com-
munities; and

Whereas November 29, 2014, is an appro-
priate day to designate as ‘“‘Small Business
Saturday’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates November 29, 2014, as ‘‘Small
Business Saturday’’; and

(2) supports efforts—

(A) to encourage consumers to shop lo-
cally; and

(B) to increase awareness of the value of
locally owned small businesses and the im-
pact of locally owned small businesses on the
economy of the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 549—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 26, 2014, AS
DAY OF THE DEPLOYED

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. MCCONNELL,
and Mr. BLUNT) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 549

Whereas more than 2,500,000 individuals
serve as members of the United States
Armed Forces;

Whereas several hundred thousand mem-
bers of the Armed Forces rotate each year
through deployments to 150 countries in
every region of the world;

Whereas more than 2,500,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed to the area
of operations of the United States Central
Command since the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks;

Whereas the United States is kept strong
and free by the loyal military personnel from
the total force (the regular components and
the National Guard and the Reserves), who
protect the precious heritage of the country
through their positive declaration and ac-
tions;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces
serving at home and abroad have coura-
geously answered the call to duty to defend
the ideals of the United States and to pre-
serve peace and freedom around the world;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces per-
sonify the virtues of patriotism, service,
duty, courage, and sacrifice;

Whereas the families of members of the
Armed Forces make important and signifi-
cant sacrifices for the United States; and

Whereas the Senate designated October 26
as “Day of the Deployed” in 2011, 2012, and
2013: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 26, 2014, as ‘‘Day of
the Deployed’’;

(2) honors the deployed members of the
United States Armed Forces and their fami-
lies;

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to reflect on the service of those members of
the Armed Forces, wherever they serve, past,
present, and future; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Day of the Deployed with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.
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