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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
MCcCAIN):

S. Res. 540. A resolution recognizing Sep-
tember 15, 2014, as the International Day of
Democracy, affirming the role of civil soci-
ety as a cornerstone of democracy, and en-
couraging all governments to stand with
civil society in the face of mounting restric-
tions on civil society organizations; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. FLAKE,
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 541. A resolution recognizing the se-
vere threat that the Ebola outbreak in West
Africa poses to populations, governments,
and economies across Africa and, if not prop-
erly contained, to regions across the globe,
and expressing support for those affected by
this epidemic; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 132
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 132, a bill to provide for the admis-
sion of the State of New Columbia into
the Union.
S. 641
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 641, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to increase the
number of permanent faculty in pallia-
tive care at accredited allopathic and
osteopathic medical schools, nursing
schools, and other programs, to pro-
mote education in palliative care and
hospice, and to support the develop-
ment of faculty careers in academic
palliative medicine.
S. 933
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
933, a bill to amend title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 to extend the authorization of
the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant
Program through fiscal year 2018.
S. 1011
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1011, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the centen-
nial of Boys Town, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1249
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1249, a bill to rename
the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking of the Department of State the
Bureau to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and to provide for an
Assistant Secretary to head such Bu-
reau, and for other purposes.
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S. 1463
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1463, a bill to amend
the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 to
prohibit importation, exportation,
transportation, sale, receipt, acquisi-
tion, and purchase in interstate or for-
eign commerce, or in a manner sub-
stantially affecting interstate or for-
eign commerce, of any live animal of
any prohibited wildlife species.
S. 1535
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRruUZ), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 15635, a bill to deter ter-
rorism, provide justice for victims, and
for other purposes.
S. 1690
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1690, a bill to reauthorize the Sec-
ond Chance Act of 2007.
S. 1945
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1945, a bill to amend the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 to revise the criteria
for determining which States and polit-
ical subdivisions are subject to section
4 of the Act, and for other purposes.
S. 1955
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1955, a
bill to protect the right of law-abiding
citizens to transport knives interstate,
notwithstanding a patchwork of local
and State prohibitions.
S. 2199
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Mr. REID) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2199, a bill to
amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938 to provide more effective remedies
to victims of discrimination in the
payment of wages on the basis of sex,
and for other purposes.
S. 2258
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2258, a bill to provide for an increase,
effective December 1, 2014, in the rates
of compensation for veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities and the rates
of dependency and indemnity com-
pensation for the survivors of certain
disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2481
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2481, a bill to amend the Small Busi-
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ness Act to provide authority for sole
source contracts for certain small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by
women, and for other purposes.
S. 2543
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 25643, a bill to support after-
school and out-of-school-time science,
technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics programs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2546
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 25646, a bill to repeal a requirement
that new employees of certain employ-
ers be automatically enrolled in the
employer’s health benefits.
S. 2621
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2621, a bill to amend the Mi-
gratory Bird Hunting and Conservation
Stamp Act to increase the price of Mi-
gratory Bird Hunting and Conservation
Stamps to fund the acquisition of con-

servation easements for migratory
birds, and for other purposes.
S. 2646

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2646, a bill to reauthorize the
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, and
for other purposes.

S. 2687

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2687, a bill to amend
title 10, United States Code, to ensure
that women members of the Armed
Forces and their families have access
to the contraception they need in order
to promote the health and readiness of
all members of the Armed Forces, and
for other purposes.

S. 2689

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER), the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. COCH-
RAN) were added as cosponsors of S.
2689, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to specify coverage
of continuous glucose monitoring de-
vices, and for other purposes.

S. 2707

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2707, a bill to provide for coordination
between the TRICARE program and
eligibility for making contributions to
a health savings account.

S. 2758

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 2758, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Air Force to modernize C-
130 aircraft using alternative commu-
nication, navigation, surveillance, and
air traffic management program Kits
and to ensure that such aircraft meet
applicable regulations of the Federal
Aviation Administration.
S.J. RES. 41
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 41, a joint reso-
lution approving the location of a me-
morial to commemorate the more than
5,000 slaves and free Black persons who
fought for independence in the Amer-
ican Revolution.
S. RES. 466
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 466, a resolution designating the
week of October 27 through November
2, 2014, as ‘‘National Drug Take-Back
Week’”’, and designating October 2014 as
““National Prescription Opioid and Her-
oin Abuse Awareness Month”’.
S. RES. 538
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 538, a resolution expressing
the condolences of the Senate to the
families of James Foley and Steven
Sotloff, and condemning the terrorist
acts of the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. CASEY, and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 2788. A Dbill to provide support for
the development of middle school ca-
reer exploration programs linked to ca-
reer and technical education programs
of study; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, the key to
America’s continued success lies in im-
proving our Nation’s educational sys-
tem to meet the demands of the 21st
century job market. Today, many stu-
dents enter high school and college
with little knowledge of the careers
available to them outside of tradi-
tional pathways. With college costs
continuing to rise, it is critical that
students have exposure to the wide
range of available work and career
choices early in their academic careers
so that, by the time they enter high
school, they are more informed about
future paths and what they need to do
to pursue them.

Career and technical education, CTE,
are a proven way to help students ex-
plore their own strengths and pref-
erences, as well as how they match up
with potential future careers. However,
limited funding for middle school CTE
programming often means students
have to wait until high school for this
exposure.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Studies have found that middle
school students greatly benefit from
career and technical education devel-
opment programs that promote career
exploration skills, as well as increase
knowledge of career options and career
pathways. Middle school is an impor-
tant time for students to explore their
own strengths, likes, and dislikes, and
career and technical education explo-
ration programs are great tools to edu-
cate them about the type of course or
training that goes into a career field
that matches their interests.

This is why I am pleased to introduce
the Middle School Technical Education
Program Act, which establishes a pilot
program for middle schools to partner
with postsecondary institutions and
local businesses to develop and imple-
ment career and technical exploration
programs. This legislation will provide
support for middle schools to create ca-
reer and technical education programs
that will provide students with intro-
ductory courses, hands-on learning, or
afterschool programs. Career guidance
and academic counseling is vital to en-
suring that our students understand
the educational requirements for high-
growth, in-demand career fields. Many
times students receive this information
too late in their academic careers.

We need to make middle school more
career-relevant and expose students to
the career pathways they may choose.
This legislation also requires that pro-
grams helps students draft a high
school graduation plan that dem-
onstrates what courses would prepare
them for a given career field. If we give
students at a younger age applied ca-
reer and technical opportunities, they
will be more informed about future
paths and what they need to do to pur-
sue them. I hope this bill spurs discus-
sion on how vital middle school is for
exposing students to career choices.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
REED, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, and
Mrs. HAGAN):

S. 2789. A bill to amend part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act to provide full Federal funding of
such part; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, through-
out my career in public service I have
focused on ensuring that each and
every child with a disability is ensured
the right to a good education. To this
end, I have fought tirelessly to safe-
guard the rights of children with dis-
abilities under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, IDEA, land-
mark legislation that has been improv-
ing the educational outcomes of mil-
lions of students across the nation
since 1975 on the bedrock principles of
inclusion and equality.

When Congress passed IDEA, we un-
derstood that our commitment to pro-
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vide high-quality educational opportu-
nities and serve the needs of students
with disabilities in our classrooms en-
tailed excess costs compared to others
students, which would have a signifi-
cant financial impact on States and
school districts. That is why Congress
committed to covering up to 40 percent
of the excess cost of educating students
with disabilities. However, we have
failed to deliver on that promise, and
the law has been consistently and
grossly underfunded.

This is why I am pleased to introduce
the IDEA Full Funding Act, which will
allow us to make good on the full fed-
eral commitment. Given the current fi-
nancial difficulties that many state
and local governments are facing, this
legislation is more essential than ever
for ensuring that students with disabil-
ities get the high-quality education
and services they need in order to ful-
fill their potential.

Since enactment of IDEA, students
with disabilities across the TUnited
States have made tremendous progress.
Today, nearly 6.6 million students re-
ceive special education services de-
signed to meet their individual needs.
Ninety-five percent of students with
disabilities attend a mneighborhood
school, and almost two-thirds of those
students spend at least 80 percent of
their day in the regular school environ-
ment. Nearly 350,000 infants and tod-
dlers receive early intervention serv-
ices. More than 6 out of 10 students
with disabilities graduate high school
with a regular diploma—twice the per-
centage of 25 years ago. Moreover, ap-
proximately half of students with dis-
abilities enroll in postsecondary edu-
cation. We must do our best to con-
tinue this progress and make good on
our 39-year-old promise because there
is still a long way to go. For instance,
students with disabilities who graduate
from high school have an employment
rate that is less than half the employ-
ment rate of the general population.

Today, the Federal Government pro-
vides about 16 percent of the additional
cost of educating a student with a dis-
ability, less than half the 40 percent
that Congress committed to when we
passed IDEA. In the current fiscal year,
this means Federal funding for IDEA is
almost $24 billion short, which forces
states and school districts to make up
the federal shortfall at a time when
they are cash strapped.

The IDEA Full Funding Act will fully
fund the federal commitment to IDEA
by gradually increasing the federal
government’s share of the excess costs
of educating students with disabilities
to its committed level over 10 years.
Specifically, this legislation will in-
crease the Federal dollars appropriated
from $11.5 billion in fiscal year 2014 to
$35.6 billion in fiscal year 2023.

This bill is supported by 34 organiza-
tions including: ACCSES, the Associa-
tion of Assistive Technology Act Pro-
grams, the Autism National Com-
mittee, the Autism Society of Amer-
ica, the Council of Parent Attorneys
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