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there is no tolerance to continue doing
nothing, as we have been doing. We
need to make sure the President has
the authority, and this requires the
President, within 15 days and then with
90-day updates, to submit in writing to
Congress a comprehensive strategy to
defeat the global threat posed by ISIS.

Keep in mind, it seems as if this
President is inclined, anytime there is
a problem out there, let’s drop a bomb
here and let’s do something over there.
That is not a strategy. I stated 1 year
ago, on this same day, that the Presi-
dent cannot continue to operate with-
out a clear-cut strategy.

So the congressional authorization
for the President is to use all necessary
and appropriate force to protect Ameri-
cans in defending national security in
the United States against a threat
posed by ISIS and any successor ter-
rorist organization. It allows the Presi-
dent to use all tools available and nec-
essary to defeat ISIS, with flexibility
to adjust efforts as the terrorist orga-
nization evolves. So this is not just
limited to any boundaries. As you
know, there are no boundaries with
ISIS. It is not just Syria, it is not just
Iraq. This is something that is spread
all over. It is huge, and it is a threat
unlike anything we have seen in our
country before.

So I am asking my good friends—I
have already talked to several friends
on the Democratic side and the Repub-
lican side—to join me, and I think
hopefully we will be able to do it.

It is estimated that 12,000 foreign
fighters have joined ISIS, about 2,500 of
which hold Western passports to give
them easy access. What is going to
happen is they will come back and be
trained terrorists. I think that is a
major issue that I want to at least
have announced.

I have introduced this resolution. It
is out there right now and we are going
to be asking for support.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3783. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the resolution S. Res. 530, expressing the
sense of the Senate on the current situation
in Iraq and the urgent need to protect reli-
gious minorities from persecution from the
Sunni Islamist insurgent and terrorist group
the Islamic State, formerly known as the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), as
it expands its control over areas in north-
western Iraq; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

SA 3784. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the resolution S. Res. 530, supra; which
was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

SA 3785. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the resolution S. Res. 530, supra; which
was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

SA 3786. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
joint resolution S.J. Res. 19, proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relating to contributions and
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expenditures intended to affect elections;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3783. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the resolution S. Res. 530, ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate on the
current situation in Iraq and the ur-
gent need to protect religious minori-
ties from persecution from the Sunni
Islamist insurgent and terrorist group
the Islamic State, formerly known as
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL), as it expands its control
over areas in northwestern Iraq; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations; as follows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas Iraq is currently embroiled in a
surge of violence arising from an ISIL-led of-
fensive that began in Anbar province and has
spread to Kkey locations such as Mosul,
Tikrit, and Samarra and continues to engulf
the region in violence and instability;

Whereas, on June 29, 2014, ISIL leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi renamed the group the Is-
lamic State and pronounced himself Caliph
of a new Islamic caliphate encompassing the
areas under his control, and Mr. al-Baghdadi
has a stated mission of spreading the Islamic
State and caliphate across the region
through violence against Shiites, non-Mus-
lims, and unsupportive Sunnis;

Whereas Iraq’s population is approxi-
mately 31,300,000 people, with 97 percent
identifying themselves as Muslim and the
approximately 3 percent of religious minori-
ties groups comprising of Christians, Yezidis,
Sabean-Mandaeans, Bahais, Shabaks,
Kakais, and Jews;

Whereas the Iraqi Christian population is
estimated to be between 400,000 and 850,000,
with two-thirds being Chaldean, one-fifth As-
syrian, and the remainder consisting of
Syriacs, Protestants, Armenians, and Angli-
cans;

Whereas the Iraqi constitution provides for
religious freedom by stating that ‘“no law
may be enacted that contradicts the prin-
ciples of democracy,” ‘‘no law may be en-
acted that contradicts the rights and basic
freedoms stipulated in this Constitution,”
and ‘‘[this Constitution] guarantees the full
religious rights to freedom of religious belief
and practice of all individuals such as Chris-
tians, Yazidis, and Mandean Sabeans’’;

Whereas the fall of Mosul in particular has
sparked enough anxiety among the Christian
population that, for the first time in 1,600
years, there was no Mass in that city;

Whereas over 50 percent of Iraq’s Christian
population has fled since the fall of Saddam
Hussein, and the government under Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki did not uphold its
commitment to protect the rights of reli-
gious minorities;

Whereas the United States Government
has provided over $73,000,000 of cumulative
assistance to Iraq’s minority populations
since 2003 through economic development,
humanitarian services, and capacity develop-
ment;

Whereas 84,902 Iraqis have resettled to the
United States between 2007 and 2013 and over
300,000 Chaldean and Assyrians currently re-
side throughout the country, particularly in
Michigan, California, Arizona, Illinois, and
Ohio; and

Whereas President Barack Obama recently
declared on Religious Freedom Day, ‘‘Fore-
most among the rights Americans hold sa-
cred is the freedom to worship as we choose
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. we also remember that religious liberty
is not just an American right; it is a uni-
versal human right to be protected here at
home and across the globe. This freedom is
an essential part of human dignity, and
without it our world cannot know lasting
peace.”’”’: Now, therefore, be it

SA 3784. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the resolution S. Res. 530, ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate on the
current situation in Iraq and the ur-
gent need to protect religious minori-
ties from persecution from the Sunni
Islamist insurgent and terrorist group
the Islamic State, formerly known as
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL), as it expands its control
over areas in northwestern Iraq; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations; as follows:

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: ‘““That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to promoting
and to protecting religious freedom around
the world;

(2) calls on the Department of State to
work with the Government of Iraq, the
Kurdistan Regional Government, neigh-
boring countries, the diaspora community in
the United States, and other key stake-
holders to address the urgent plight of those
Iraqi minority groups seeking safety and
protection from persecution in Iraq;

(3) respectfully requests the Government of
Iraq to prioritize the issue of protecting reli-
gious minorities and take concrete action to
enact and enforce laws protecting religious
freedom; and

(4) urges the President to ensure the time-
ly processing of visas for Iraq’s minority
groups fleeing religious persecution, in ac-
cordance with existing United States immi-
gration law and national security screening
procedures.

SA 3785. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the resolution S. Res. 530, ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate on the
current situation in Iraq and the ur-
gent need to protect religious minori-
ties from persecution from the Sunni
Islamist insurgent and terrorist group
the Islamic State, formerly known as
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL), as it expands its control
over areas in northwestern Iraq; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations; as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate on
the current situation in Iraq and the urgent
need to protect religious minorities from
persecution from the terrorist group the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).”.

SA 3786. Mr. VITTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 19,
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States relating
to contributions and expenditures in-
tended to affect elections; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘No
Exemption for Washington from Obamacare
Act”.
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SEC. 2. HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR
CERTAIN CONGRESSIONAL STAFF
AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH.

Section 1312(d)(3)(D) of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18032(d)(3)(D)) is amended—

(1) by striking the subparagraph heading
and inserting the following:

‘(D) MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, CONGRES-
SIONAL STAFF, AND POLITICAL APPOINTEES IN
THE EXCHANGE.—’;

(2) in clause (i), in the matter preceding
subclause (I)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and congressional staff
with”’ and inserting ‘‘, congressional staff,
the President, the Vice President, and polit-
ical appointees with’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘or congressional staff
shall” and inserting ¢, congressional staff,
the President, the Vice President, or a polit-
ical appointee shall’’;

(3) in clause (ii)—

(A) in subclause (II), by inserting after
““‘Congress,’”’ the following: ‘‘of a committee
of Congress, or of a leadership office of Con-
gress,”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(III) POLITICAL APPOINTEE.—In this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘political appointee’
means any individual who—

‘‘(aa) is employed in a position described
under sections 5312 through 5316 of title 5,
United States Code, (relating to the Execu-
tive Schedule);

‘“‘(bb) is a limited term appointee, limited
emergency appointee, or noncareer ap-
pointee in the Senior Executive Service, as
defined under paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), re-
spectively, of section 3132(a) of title 5, United
States Code;

‘‘(cc) is employed in a position in the exec-
utive branch of the Government of a con-
fidential or policy-determining character
under schedule C of subpart C of part 213 of
title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations; or

‘(dd) is employed in or under the Execu-
tive Office of the President in a position that
is excluded from the competitive service by
reason of its confidential, policy-deter-
mining, policy-making, or policy-advocating
character.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

¢(iii) GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTION.—No Gov-
ernment contribution under section 8906 of
title 5, United States Code, shall be provided
on behalf of an individual who is a Member
of Congress, a congressional staff member,
the President, the Vice President, or a polit-
ical appointees for coverage under this para-
graph.

“(iv) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT OF TAX CREDIT
OR COST-SHARING.—An individual enrolling in
health insurance coverage pursuant to this
paragraph shall not be eligible to receive a
tax credit under section 36B of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 or reduced cost sharing
under section 1402 of this Act in an amount
that exceeds the total amount for which a
similarly situated individual (who is not so
enrolled) would be entitled to receive under
such sections.

“(v) LIMITATION ON DISCRETION FOR DES-
IGNATION OF STAFF.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, a Member of Congress
shall not have discretion in determinations
with respect to which employees employed
by the office of such Member are eligible to
enroll for coverage through an Exchange.”.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mrs. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public,
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that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources will hold a business
meeting on Thursday, September 11,
2014, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
sider the nomination of Elizabeth Sher-
wood-Randall to be Deputy Secretary
of Energy.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571, or
Sallie Derr at (202) 224-6836.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Amanda
Figueroa, a Defense fellow serving on
our office staff, and Bale Dalton, also a
Defense assistant, be granted privileges
of the floor for the remainder of the
113th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE DISCHARGED AND IN-
DEFINITELY POSTPONED—S.J.
RES. 39

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Foreign Relations Committee
be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 39; also, as part of
that unanimous consent request, I ask
that the joint resolution be indefi-
nitely postponed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2779

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told S.
2779 is due for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2779) to amend section 349 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to deem
specified activities in support of terrorism as
renunciation of United States nationality.

Mr. REID. I object to any further
proceedings with regard to this matter
at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for a second
time on the next legislative day.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 9, 2014

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until tomor-
row morning, September 9, at 10 a.m.;
that following the prayer and the
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, there be a period of
morning business for 1 hour with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each, with the Republicans
controlling the first 30 minutes and the
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majority controlling the next 30 min-
utes; that following morning business,
the Senate resume consideration of the
motion to proceed to S.J. Res. 19
postcloture; further, that the Senate
recess from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.; fi-
nally, that the time during any period
of morning business, adjournment or
recess count postcloture.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:27 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
September 9, 2014, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

RONALD ALAN PEARLMAN, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE OVERSIGHT BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEP-
TEMBER 14, 2015, VICE NANCY KILLEFER, TERM EXPIRED.

OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION

DEVEN J. PAREKH, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE OVERSEAS PRIVATE
INVESTMENT CORPORATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING DE-
CEMBER 17, 2016, VICE KATHERINE M. GEHL, RESIGNED.

TODD A. FISHER, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE OVERSEAS PRIVATE
INVESTMENT CORPORATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING DE-
CEMBER 17, 2016, VICE JAMES A. TORREY, TERM EXPIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

CARLOS A. MONJE, JR., OF LOUISIANA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION, VICE POLLY
TROTTENBERG, RESIGNED.

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

COLETTE DODSON HONORABLE, OF ARKANSAS, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COM-
MISSION FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING
JUNE 30, 2017, VICE JOHN ROBERT NORRIS, RESIGNED.

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

VIRGINIA TYLER LODGE, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TENNESSEE
VALLEY AUTHORITY FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 18, 2019,
VICE WILLIAM B. SANSOM, TERM EXPIRED.

RONALD ANDERSON WALTER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TEN-
NESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY FOR A TERM EXPIRING
MAY 18, 2019, VICE BARBARA SHORT HASKEW, TERM EX-
PIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

SETH B. CARPENTER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,
VICE MATTHEW S. RUTHERFORD.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SHEILA GWALTNEY, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC.

JENNIFER ANN HAVERKAMP, OF INDIANA, TO BE AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR OCEANS AND
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND SCIENTIFIC AF-
FAIRS, VICE KERRI-ANN JONES, RESIGNED.

PETER MICHAEL MCKINLEY, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF AFGHANI-
STAN.

NANCY BIKOFF PETTIT, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA.

PEACE CORPS

CARLOS J. TORRES, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY DI-
RECTOR OF THE PEACE CORPS, VICE CAROLYN HESSLER
RADELET, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

RUSSELL C. DEYO, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY, VICE RAFAEL BORRAS, RESIGNED.
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