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which took place on August 16, 1940, to test 
the innovative concept of inserting United 
States ground combat forces behind a battle 
line by means of a parachute; 

Whereas the success of the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon in the days immediately 
before the entry of the United States into 
World War II validated the airborne oper-
ational concept and led to the creation of a 
formidable force of airborne formations that 
included the 11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, and 101st 
Airborne Divisions; 

Whereas, included in those divisions, and 
among other separate formations, were 
many airborne combat, combat support, and 
combat service support units that served 
with distinction and achieved repeated suc-
cess in armed hostilities during World War 
II; 

Whereas the achievements of the airborne 
units during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those units into a diversified force 
of parachute and air-assault units that, over 
the years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam, 
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf region, 
and Somalia, and have engaged in peace-
keeping operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Pe-
ninsula, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bos-
nia, and Kosovo; 

Whereas, since the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, the members of the 
United States airborne forces, including 
members of the XVIII Airborne Corps, the 
82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Airborne 
Division, the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team, the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Air-
borne) of the 25th Infantry Division, the 75th 
Ranger Regiment, special operations forces 
of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air 
Force, and other units of the Armed Forces, 
have demonstrated bravery and honor in 
combat, stability, and training operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq; 

Whereas the modern-day airborne forces 
also include other elite forces composed of 
airborne trained and qualified special oper-
ations warriors, including Army Special 
Forces, Marine Corps Reconnaissance units, 
Navy SEALs, and Air Force combat control 
and pararescue teams; 

Whereas, of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States airborne forces, 
thousands have achieved the distinction of 
making combat jumps, dozens have earned 
the Medal of Honor, and hundreds have 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
Silver Star, or other decorations and awards 
for displays of heroism, gallantry, intre-
pidity, and valor; 

Whereas the members and former members 
of the United States airborne forces are all 
members of a proud and honorable tradition 
that, together with the special skills and 
achievements of those members, distin-
guishes the members as intrepid combat 
parachutists, air assault forces, special oper-
ation forces, and, in the past, glider troops; 

Whereas individuals from every State of 
the United States have served gallantly in 
the airborne forces, and each State is proud 
of the contributions of its paratrooper vet-
erans during the many conflicts faced by the 
United States; 

Whereas the history and achievements of 
the members and former members of the 
United States airborne forces warrant spe-
cial expressions of the gratitude of the peo-
ple of the United States; and 

Whereas, since the airborne forces, past 
and present, celebrate August 16 as the anni-
versary of the first official jump by the 
Army Parachute Test Platoon, August 16 is 
an appropriate day to recognize as National 
Airborne Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates August 16, 2014, as ‘‘National 

Airborne Day’’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
to observe National Airborne Day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 520—CON-
DEMNING THE DOWNING OF MA-
LAYSIA AIRLINES FLIGHT 17 
AND EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES 
TO THE FAMILIES OF THE VIC-
TIMS 

Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON of Wisconsin) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 520 

Whereas, on July 17, 2014, Malaysian Air-
lines Flight 17 tragically crashed in eastern 
Ukraine, killing all 298 passengers and crew, 
including 80 children; 

Whereas President Barack Obama has of-
fered President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko 
all possible assistance to determine the 
cause of the crash, including the services of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigations and the 
National Transportation Safety Board; 

Whereas intelligence analysis shows that 
the plane was shot down by an antiaircraft 
missile fired from an area controlled by pro- 
Russian separatists; 

Whereas separatists have shot down 10 ad-
ditional aircraft and took credit for shooting 
down another aircraft at approximately the 
same time as Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 
crashed in eastern Ukraine; 

Whereas separatists blocked international 
experts from accessing the crash site in the 
first 72 hours, preventing the proper care of 
the victims’ bodies and allowing evidence 
from the crash to be removed and mis-
handled; 

Whereas weapons and fighters have contin-
ued to flow across the border from the Rus-
sian Federation to eastern Ukraine, and 
there is evidence that the Government of the 
Russian Federation has been providing train-
ing to separatists fighters, including train-
ing on air defense systems; 

Whereas this tragic incident has dem-
onstrated that European and other foreign 
citizens are at risk from dangerous insta-
bility in Ukraine; 

Whereas, on July 21, 2014, the United Na-
tions Security Council condemned in the 
strongest terms the downing of Malaysian 
Airlines Flight 17 and demanded that those 
responsible be held to account and that all 
states fully cooperate with efforts to estab-
lish accountability; 

Whereas British Prime Minister David 
Cameron asserted, ‘‘Russia cannot expect to 
continue enjoying access to European mar-
kets, European capital and European knowl-
edge and technical expertise while she fuels 
conflict in one of Europe’s neighbors.’’; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
has continued to implement sanctions 
against Russian and Ukrainian individuals 
responsible for destabilizing Ukraine and 
failing to end the violence: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the shooting down of Malay-

sian Airlines Flight 17 in Eastern Ukraine 
that resulted in the deaths of all 298 pas-
sengers and crew; 

(2) expresses its deepest condolences to the 
families of the victims and the people of the 
Netherlands, Malaysia, Australia, Indonesia, 
Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, the Phil-
ippines, Canada, and New Zealand; 

(3) supports the ongoing international in-
vestigation into the attack on Malaysian 

Airlines Flight 17, including unobstructed 
access to the crash site; 

(4) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to immediately stop the flow of 
weapons and fighters across the border with 
Ukraine, allow an Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) moni-
toring mission on the border, and fully co-
operate with the international investigation 
currently underway; and 

(5) urges the European Union to join the 
United States Government in holding the 
Government of the Russian Federation ac-
countable for its destabilizing actions in 
Ukraine through the use of increased sanc-
tions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 521—DESIG-
NATING JULY 26, 2014, AS 
‘‘UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE 
PROFESSIONALS DAY’’ 

Mr. WARNER (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. BURR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
KING, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado, and Mr. KAINE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 521 

Whereas on July 26, 1908, Attorney General 
Charles Bonaparte ordered newly-hired Fed-
eral investigators to report to the Office of 
the Chief Examiner of the Department of 
Justice, which subsequently was renamed 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

Whereas on July 26, 1947, President Tru-
man signed the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.), creating the Depart-
ment of Defense, the National Security 
Council, the Central Intelligence Agency, 
and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, thereby laying 
the foundation for today’s intelligence com-
munity; 

Whereas the National Security Act of 1947, 
which appears in title 50 of the United States 
Code, governs the definition, composition, 
responsibilities, authorities, and oversight of 
the intelligence community of the United 
States; 

Whereas the intelligence community is de-
fined by section 3(4) of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)) to include the 
Office of the Director of National Intel-
ligence, the Central Intelligence Agency, the 
National Security Agency, the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, the National Geospatial-In-
telligence Agency, the National Reconnais-
sance Office, other offices within the Depart-
ment of Defense for the collection of special-
ized national intelligence through reconnais-
sance programs, the intelligence elements of 
the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Coast Guard, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, and the Department of En-
ergy, the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search of the Department of State, the Office 
of Intelligence and Analysis of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, the elements of the 
Department of Homeland Security concerned 
with the analysis of intelligence informa-
tion, and other elements as may be des-
ignated; 

Whereas July 26, 2012, was the 65th anni-
versary of the signing of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.); 

Whereas the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act of 2004 (Public Law 
108–458; 118 Stat. 3638) created the position of 
the Director of National Intelligence to serve 
as the head of the intelligence community 
and to ensure that national intelligence be 
timely, objective, independent of political 
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considerations, and based upon all sources 
available; 

Whereas Congress has previously passed 
joint resolutions, signed by the President, to 
designate Peace Officers Memorial Day on 
May 15, Patriot Day on September 11, and 
other commemorative occasions, to honor 
the sacrifices of law enforcement officers and 
of those who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001; 

Whereas the United States has increas-
ingly relied upon the men and women of the 
intelligence community to protect and de-
fend the security of the United States in the 
decade since the attacks of September 11, 
2001; 

Whereas the men and women of the intel-
ligence community, both civilian and mili-
tary, have been increasingly called upon to 
deploy to theaters of war in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and elsewhere since September 11, 2001; 

Whereas numerous intelligence officers of 
the elements of the intelligence community 
have been injured or killed in the line of 
duty; 

Whereas intelligence officers of the United 
States are routinely called upon to accept 
personal hardship and sacrifice in the fur-
therance of their mission to protect the 
United States, to undertake dangerous as-
signments in the defense of the interests of 
the United States, to collect reliable infor-
mation within prescribed legal authorities 
upon which the leaders of the United States 
rely in life-and-death situations, and to 
‘‘speak truth to power.’’ by providing their 
best assessments to decision makers, regard-
less of political and policy considerations; 

Whereas the men and women of the intel-
ligence community have on numerous occa-
sions succeeded in preventing attacks upon 
the United States and allies of the United 
States, saving numerous innocent lives; and 

Whereas intelligence officers of the United 
States must of necessity often remain un-
known and unrecognized for their substan-
tial achievements and successes: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates July 26, 2014, as ‘‘United 

States Intelligence Professionals Day’’; 
(2) acknowledges the courage, fidelity, sac-

rifice, and professionalism of the men and 
women of the intelligence community of the 
United States; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 522—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE SUPPORTING THE U.S.- 
AFRICA LEADERS SUMMIT TO BE 
HELD IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 
FROM AUGUST 4 THROUGH 6, 2014 

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. CORKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 522 

Whereas the United States will convene 
the first U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit from 
August 4 through August 6, 2014, featuring a 
congressional reception welcoming African 
heads of state, the U.S.-Africa Business 
Forum, the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA) Forum, and dialogue sessions 
between Africa leaders and President Barack 
Obama on investing in Africa’s future, pro-
moting peace and regional stability, and 
governing for the next generation; 

Whereas the U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit 
will be the largest event held between the 

United States Government and African heads 
of state and governments; 

Whereas the U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit 
will build on the President’s trip to Africa in 
the summer of 2013 and will strengthen ties 
between the United States and one of the 
most dynamic and fastest growing regions in 
the world; 

Whereas the United States Government 
has built strong and enduring partnerships 
with African heads of state bilaterally and 
through the United Nations, African Union, 
and African regional institutions; 

Whereas the United States Government 
has demonstrated its commitment to Afri-
ca’s development and growth through re-
sources, legislation, economic relationships, 
and initiatives, including the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act (19 U.S.C. 3701 
et seq.), Power Africa, Feed the Future, Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation compacts, 
and other efforts led by the Department of 
State, the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development, the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, the Department of 
Commerce, and other agencies of the United 
States Government; 

Whereas there are 10 authorized United Na-
tions peacekeeping operations in Africa with 
over 94,000 United Nations peacekeepers 
working to promote peace and stability for 
over 131,000,000 people across the continent, 
in addition to additional missions led by the 
African Union, with United States and inter-
national support and training; 

Whereas the United States has served as 
the global leader in investments and innova-
tions in health across Africa, contributing 
significant resources to improvements in 
health over the past two decades through 
United States-led programs such as the 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR), the President’s Malaria Initia-
tive (PMI), and the Global Alliance for Vac-
cines and Immunization (GAVI); 

Whereas, through its investments in health 
across 16 priority countries in Africa over 
the last two decades, the United States Gov-
ernment has contributed to the reduction of 
child mortality rates by 44 percent and the 
reduction of maternal mortality rates by 39 
percent; 

Whereas the majority of the fastest grow-
ing economies in the world are in Africa, and 
the continent’s steady annual economic 
growth rate of 5 percent has exceeded that of 
other regions in the world; 

Whereas there are currently 1,000,000,000 
Africans representing the fastest growing 
population in the world, and by 2035, the Af-
rican continent will have the world’s largest 
workforce; 

Whereas individual nations in Africa and 
the African Union have made significant 
achievements and remarkable progress since 
the inception of the African Union 51 years 
ago and its transition from the Organization 
of African Unity; 

Whereas the United States Government, 
recognizing the importance of Africa’s youth 
and future generations, has invested in the 
next generation of African entrepreneurs, 
educators, civic leaders, and innovators, in-
cluding through the United States-led Young 
African Leaders Initiative (YALI), helping 
them develop skills and networks to build 
brighter futures for their communities and 
countries; and 

Whereas the United States Government is 
looking forward to hosting 50 heads of state 
and the Chair of the African Union at the 
U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit to demonstrate 
the United States commitment to Africa, 
deepen partnerships, and determine concrete 
ways that the United States can support Af-
rican-led efforts to further peace and re-
gional security, advance democracy and good 
governance, improve health and education 

services, increase trade and investment, ad-
dress environmental issues, improve resil-
ience and food security, combat wildlife traf-
ficking, invest in women, and support the 
next generation of African leaders: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) deeply values the historic United States 

commitment to Africa; 
(2) affirms a future commitment to in-

creased economic partnership with Africa; 
(3) supports innovations in development 

and an expanded partnership with the pri-
vate sector, including in the areas of energy, 
food security, and health; 

(4) supports efforts to facilitate increased 
trade and investment between the United 
States and Africa, as well as amongst Afri-
can countries; 

(5) supports ongoing African-led efforts to 
improve peacekeeping, prevent atrocities, 
and combat violent extremism and ter-
rorism; 

(6) affirms the enduring partnership of the 
people and Government of the United States 
with the African people, including the youth, 
and urges African leaders to invest in this 
generation of young people, as well as the 
next generation; 

(7) encourages leaders in Africa to make ef-
forts toward strengthening good governance, 
the rule of law, and democracy, including re-
specting constitutional term limits, human 
rights, and ensuring that civil society orga-
nizations are able to function freely in their 
countries; 

(8) supports ongoing efforts to protect and 
promote women and children, including 
through investments in education and ma-
ternal, newborn, and child health; 

(9) reaffirms the strong United States in-
vestment in health in Africa, and anticipates 
leaders in Africa making greater and sus-
tainable investments in healthcare; 

(10) commends African investments in pre-
venting wildlife trafficking and supports fur-
ther investments, including training and 
equipping enforcement teams in Africa; 

(11) urges African heads of state to take 
concrete steps to implement reforms that 
will further economic growth, good govern-
ance, democracy, peace, security, rule of 
law, and development; and 

(12) expresses support for the U.S.-Africa 
Leaders Summit from August 4 through Au-
gust 6, 2014. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 523—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE ON THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES-INDIA 
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP AND 
THE CONTINUED DEEPENING OF 
BILATERAL TIES WITH INDIA 

Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. KAINE, and Mr. RISCH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 523 

Whereas the United States-India relation-
ship is built on mutual respect for common 
values, including democracy, the rule of law, 
a market economy, and ethnic and religious 
diversity, and bolstered by strong people-to- 
people ties, including a 3,000,000 strong In-
dian American diaspora; 

Whereas the Senate places tremendous 
value on the relationship with India, and the 
bipartisan Senate India Caucus comprises 40 
Senators and is the largest bilateral caucus 
in the Senate; 

Whereas the United States and India have 
a unique opportunity, in the early days of 
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