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fishing, shipbuilding, and tidal-powered
sawmills. The wealth produced by the
sea and by hard work was invested in
schools and churches to create a true
community.

Boothbay was a vital center for revo-
lutionary activity during America’s
fight for independence. The strategic
importance of the harbor put the small
town under frequent enemy attack, and
more than 100 patriots rose to its de-
fense. During the war Captain Paul
Reed established himself as one of our
young nation’s ablest and most coura-
geous naval commanders. The Rev-
erend John Murray was an eloquent
and fearless voice for freedom, and his
powerful words called many to its
cause.

In the decades that followed,
Boothbay became a place of industry
and innovation with such endeavors as
fish processing, canning, and fish-oil
production. During the 1830s,
Boothbay’s bracing sea breezes and
crystal-clear waters made it an early
health spa, and by the end of the 19th
century the town became a favorite
destination for vacationers and sum-
mer residents.

Today the people of Boothbay con-
tinue to build on those traditions.
Fishing and lobstering are mainstays
of the economy. Fine hotels, inns, and
restaurants support a thriving tourism
industry. Boatyards build luxury
yachts, fishing boats, and advanced
vessels for military and law-enforce-
ment purposes. Since its founding in
1974, the Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean
Sciences has become a global leader in
oceanographic research. Lobster boat
races, the annual Windjammer Days,
and the Fishermen’s Festival celebrate
the town’s maritime heritage, and the
restored Opera House provides a beau-
tiful venue for arts and entertainment.

This 250th anniversary is not just
about something that is measured in
calendar years. It is about human ac-
complishment, an occasion to celebrate
the people who for more than two and
a half centuries have pulled together,
cared for one another, and built a com-
munity. Thanks to those who came be-
fore, Boothbay has a wonderful history.
Thanks to those who are there today,
it has a bright future.

———————

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL WILLIAM L.
SHELTON

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, I wish to recognize Gen. Wil-
liam L. Shelton, commander of Air
Force Space Command, on the occasion
of his retirement from the U.S. Air
Force.

Over the course of his 38-year career
in the U.S. Air Force, General Shelton
has served with great distinction and
made countless sacrifices for our coun-
try. I join with all Coloradans in com-
mending his service, the sacrifices of
his family—including his wife Linda
and their two children, Sara and Joel—
and I offer my great personal apprecia-
tion for his leadership and devotion to
our Nation’s security.
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A graduate of the U.S. Air Force
Academy, General Shelton’s selection
as the commander of Air Force Space
Command in January 2011 culminates a
distinguished career that began in 1976
at the Space and Missile Test Center at
Vandenberg Air Force Base, CA. In a
career dedicated to the space enter-
prise, he commanded units at Falcon-
Schriever, F.E. Warren, Offutt, Van-
denberg, and Peterson Air Force Bases.
He also provided valuable leadership
and counsel to the Secretary of the Air
Force, the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force, and the Joint Staff during mul-
tiple headquarters U.S. Air Force as-
signments. His positive leadership had
a direct and positive impact on count-
less men and women in our Armed
Forces, and his legacy will benefit the
United States and our space policy for
generations to come.

Throughout his career, General
Shelton has been a vigilant advocate
for our national security space pro-
grams. As the commander of Air Force
Space Command, he was responsible for
organizing, training and equipping
more than 40,000 military and civilian
personnel to assure space and cyber-
space capabilities for the combatant
commands and for the Nation. While
those capabilities clearly contribute to
our military’s technological and stra-
tegic superiority, they also have be-
come essential in humanitarian and
disaster relief efforts—and they are
now vital assets for the global commu-
nity and world economy. As a result of
his leadership, the Air Force has estab-
lished a truly impressive record of suc-
cessful space launches while developing
an acquisition regime that has led to
greater mission assurance and simulta-
neous cost savings across the Depart-
ment of Defense. Further, his vision of
future space capabilities will position
the military to provide resilient, capa-
ble, and affordable space operations for
the joint forces and the Nation well
into the future.

General Shelton established and sus-
tained an unmatched level of success
during a time of increasing challenges.
He has worked closely with the Senate
Armed Services Committee, and the
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces,
which I am proud to chair. It has been
our great privilege to work with him.
His frank and informed discussions of
our space systems, including the global
positioning satellite system, have
helped leaders and citizens around the
world appreciate the value and need to
protect our Nation’s foundational
space capabilities. I am personally
grateful for General Shelton’s wise
counsel and firm resolve to always do
what is best for the Nation and for the
airmen he has led. He is a leader of ex-
ceptional intellect, candor, and integ-
rity, and his deeply held commitment
to doing the right thing for the right
reasons is clear to all who have been
fortunate enough to work with him.

With nearly four decades of exem-
plary service to our Nation, Gen. Wil-
liam L. Shelton deserves our most
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heartfelt gratitude and praise. He and
his family have my very best wishes for
a long, happy, and well-deserved retire-
ment. Our Nation and our Air Force
are better for his leadership and distin-
guished service.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HOWARD COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Howard County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $12.4 million
to the local economy.

Of course my favorite memories of
working together have to include their
tremendous success in obtaining funds
from a variety of programs I fought for
including farm bill funding, public
safety programs, and firefighter safety
equipment.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
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dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Howard
County has received $91,360 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Howard
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $35,000.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency-response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to Iowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008. How-
ard County has received over $2.7 mil-
lion to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Howard County has received
more than $7.6 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as the meth-
amphetamine epidemic. Since 2001,
Howard County’s fire departments have
received over $1.5 million for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment and over $337,000 in public safety
dollars.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
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full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Howard County, both those with and
without disabilities. And they make us
proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Howard County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in How-
ard County, to fulfill their own dreams
and initiatives. And, of course, this
work is never complete. Even after I
retire from the Senate, I have no inten-
tion of retiring from the fight for a bet-
ter, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always be
profoundly grateful for the opportunity
to serve the people of Iowa as their
Senator.e

————

WRIGHT COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Wright County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.
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Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $9.5 million to
the local economy.

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together is the tremen-
dous success that the Iowa Specialty
Hospital Belmond had in obtaining a
$21.6 million Community Facility
Grant from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Rural Development Office
to renovate the hospital facility.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Wright
County has received $967,434 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Wright
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $25,000.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency-response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to Iowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008.
Wright County has received over $5
million to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
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