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improving patients’ access to their own 
health information and is supported by 
organizations including the American 
Cancer Society Cancer Action Net-
work, Are You Dense Advocacy, Breast 
Cancer Fund, and Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on this important issue. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. WYDEN, Ms. WARREN, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. BEGICH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 2625. A bill to establish certain du-
ties for pharmacies to ensure provision 
of Food and Drug Administration-ap-
proved contraception, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce with nineteen of my 
colleagues the Access to Birth Control 
Act of 2014, ABC Act, which protects an 
individual’s right to birth control by 
requiring pharmacies to fill a valid pre-
scription for birth control in a timely 
manner. 

Family planning is central to wom-
en’s basic health care. Studies show 
that 99 percent of women will use con-
traception at some point in their lives. 
Yet, despite the prevalence of contra-
ceptive use, women in at least 24 
States across the country have re-
ported incidents where pharmacists 
have refused to fill prescriptions for 
birth control or provide emergency 
contraception to individuals who do 
not require a prescription. Further-
more, 6 States permit refusals without 
patient protections, such as require-
ments to refer or transfer prescrip-
tions, and 7 States allow refusals but 
prohibit pharmacists from obstructing 
patient access to medication. It is Un-
believable to me that in 2014 we are 
still debating a woman’s right to make 
responsible and personal decisions 
about her own health. 

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 
insurance plans are required to cover 
preventive services, including birth 
control without a copay. Congress has 
an obligation to see that the intent of 
the Affordable Care Act to make pre-
ventive health care affordable and ac-
cessible comes to fruition and act to 
make sure that the pharmacy counter 
does not come between women and 
timely access to contraception. 

The ABC Act would ensure women’s 
timely access to basic, preventative 
health care and ensures that women of 
age will not be denied birth control or 
emergency contraception by their 
pharmacist. The bill requires phar-
macies to help a woman obtain medica-
tion by her preferred method if the re-
quested product is not in stock and 
protects women from being intimi-
dated when requesting contraception. 

Denying contraception to women rep-
resents an erosion of a woman’s right 
to access to contraception and a threat 
to women’s access to basic health care. 
Access is especially important for low- 
income women who may lack the re-
sources to find an alternative phar-
macy in the appropriate time frame 
and women living in rural areas who 
may not have multiple pharmacies 
near them. When women are seeking 
emergency contraception, a phar-
macist’s denial can be an unsurmount-
able obstacle to access within the lim-
ited timeframe. 

Under the ABC Act, if a requested 
product is not in stock, but the phar-
macy stocks other forms of contracep-
tion, the pharmacy must help the 
woman obtain the medication without 
delay by the method of her preference: 
order, referral, or a transferred pre-
scription. By placing the burden on the 
pharmacy—not the individual phar-
macist—the ABC Act strikes a balance 
between the rights of individual phar-
macists who might have personal reli-
gious objections to contraception and 
the rights of women to receive their 
validly prescribed medication. 

The idea that women would still have 
to fight for access to birth control is 
astonishing. It should be clear: per-
sonal health care decisions should be 
between women and their doctors. I’m 
proud to join with my colleagues in 
putting forward this legislation that 
will protect woman’s right to access 
contraception throughout the country. 
A woman’s rights must not be depend-
ent on her zip code or State. 

I also want to acknowledge the late 
Senator Frank R. Lautenberg, who in-
troduced a version of this legislation 5 
times in the past. I am proud to build 
on Senator Lautenberg’s leadership in 
defending a woman’s right to make re-
sponsible and personal decisions about 
her own health. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to build support for this bill. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
BEGICH, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 2629. A bill to require employers to 
notify employees and prospective em-
ployees of exemptions from otherwise 
required coverage of health services 
under group health plans; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2629 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Preventive 
Care Coverage Notification Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROVIDING INFORMATION TO EMPLOY-

EES AND PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYEES. 
(a) DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS.—With re-

spect to an employer (other than an organi-
zation that is organized and operates as a 

nonprofit entity and is referred to in section 
6033(a)(3)(A)(i) or (iii) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986) that establishes or main-
tains a group health plan (other than a 
grandfathered health plan as defined in sec-
tion 1251 of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18011)) for its 
employees, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, the Secretary of Labor, and 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall jointly 
develop standards that require the employer 
to provide notice to current and prospective 
employees if the employer is exempted or ex-
cepted from covering health services other-
wise required to be covered pursuant to title 
XXVII of the Public Health Service Act (in-
cluding preventive health services required 
under section 2713 of such Act). Such notice 
shall include a description of the specific 
items and services that are not covered 
under such plan as a result of such exemp-
tion or exception. Such standards shall re-
quire that any notice provided under this 
subsection be provided by the employer to 
employees and prospective employees in a 
timely and easily understandable manner. 

(b) INFORMING EMPLOYEES OF LIMITATIONS 
ON COVERAGE.—With respect to the notice re-
quired under subsection (a), an employer 
shall be deemed to be in compliance with the 
requirements of such section if the employer 
is an eligible organization as defined in, and 
provides for the notice in accordance with, 
regulations issued pursuant to section 2713 of 
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
300gg–13). 

(c) ENFORCEMENT.—The provisions of this 
section shall apply to employers acting as 
plan sponsors, group health plans, and health 
insurance issuers as if enacted in the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.), and the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986. Any failure by 
an employer acting as a plan sponsor, a 
group health plan, or a health insurance 
issuer to comply with the provisions of this 
Act shall be subject to enforcement through 
part 5 of subtitle B of title I of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), section 2723 of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–22), and 
section 4980D of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986. 

(d) APPLICATION.—This section shall apply 
to plan years beginning on or after July 1, 
2014. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 505—CON-
GRATULATING THE GAY, LES-
BIAN, AND ALLIES SENATE 
STAFF (GLASS) CAUCUS ASSO-
CIATION ON THE 10-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ASSOCIATION 

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. BROWN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. MARKEY, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. BENNET) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 505 

Whereas on April 23, 2004, several Senate 
staffers joined to form a first-of-its-kind 
staff association for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (referred to in this preamble 
as ‘‘LGBT’’) Senate staff and their allies; 
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Whereas the Gay, Lesbian, and Allies Sen-

ate Staff Caucus association (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘GLASS Caucus asso-
ciation’’) continues to serve the Senate com-
munity by raising awareness of issues affect-
ing the LGBT community; 

Whereas the GLASS Caucus association 
continues to promote the welfare and dignity 
of LGBT Senate employees; and 

Whereas the GLASS Caucus association 
continues to provide a safe environment for 
social interaction and professional develop-
ment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Gay, Lesbian, and Al-

lies Senate Staff Caucus association (re-
ferred to in this resolution as the ‘‘GLASS 
Caucus association’’) on the momentous oc-
casion of the association’s 10th anniversary; 

(2) commends the late Senator Frank Ra-
leigh Lautenberg of New Jersey for the crit-
ical role he played in the formation of the 
GLASS Caucus association and for his stal-
wart support for equality; and 

(3) recognizes inaugural GLASS Caucus 
Steering Committee members Lynden Arm-
strong, Brett Bearce, Jeffrey Levensaler, 
Josh Brekenfeld, Jason Knapp, John Fossum, 
Kelsey Phipps, and Mat Young for their vi-
sion and hard work in establishing the 
GLASS Caucus association. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 506—RECOG-
NIZING THE PATRIOTISM AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF AUXILIARIES 
OF VETERANS SERVICE ORGANI-
ZATIONS 

Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr. 
BURR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs: 

S. RES. 506 

Whereas, for nearly a century, auxiliaries 
have served as a complementary and integral 
part of veterans service organizations, sup-
porting members of the Armed Forces, vet-
erans, and their families; 

Whereas, since their inception, auxiliary 
units have proudly supported members of the 
Armed Forces, veterans, and the families of 
those who have served, volunteering hun-
dreds of thousands of hours and raising bil-
lions of dollars; 

Whereas auxiliaries have representatives 
in all 50 States and abroad; 

Whereas auxiliaries have more than 
1,000,000 members and are composed of wives, 
widows, mothers, grandmothers, daughters, 
and granddaughters of veterans, as well as 
veterans themselves; 

Whereas auxiliary units have raised money 
to aid and enhance the lives of members of 
the Armed Forces, veterans, and their fami-
lies through financial support—providing as-
sistance with essentials such as rent, child 
care, utilities, and food; 

Whereas auxiliary units host ‘‘stand- 
downs’’ that focus on providing vital health 
and support services to homeless veterans; 

Whereas auxiliary units strengthen their 
local communities by conducting food 
drives, visiting hospitals, and providing 
scholarships to youth; 

Whereas auxiliary units serve as advocates 
for veterans and their families; 

Whereas auxiliary units conduct welcome 
home and send-off events for members of the 
Armed Forces; 

Whereas members of auxiliaries selflessly 
volunteer their services at facilities of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs throughout 
the country to enhance the lives of veterans 
and their families; and 

Whereas, each year, auxiliary units raise 
millions of dollars for cancer research: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors and recognizes the patriotism 

and countless contributions to the United 
States by generations of women in the auxil-
iaries of veterans service organizations; 

(2) commends members of auxiliaries in 
the United States and abroad for their dedi-
cated service to and support of members of 
the Armed Forces and veterans as well as 
their families and communities; 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to promote awareness of the contribu-
tions and dedication of members of auxil-
iaries to members of the Armed Forces, vet-
erans, and their families; and 

(4) calls on the people of the United States 
to follow the noble example of the auxil-
iaries of veterans service organizations and 
volunteer support and services to those who 
have selflessly served the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 507—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 7, 2014, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL LIGHTHOUSE AND 
LIGHTHOUSE PRESERVATION 
DAY’’ 

Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Mr. SCHUMER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 507 

Whereas August 7, 2014, marks the 225th 
anniversary of the signing by President 
George Washington of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act for the establishment and support of 
lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public 
piers’’, approved August 7, 1789 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Lighthouse Act of 1789’’) (1 
Stat. 53, chapter 9); 

Whereas in 1789, the ninth Act of the first 
Congress, established a Federal role in the 
support, maintenance, and repair of all light-
houses, beacon buoys, and public piers nec-
essary for safe navigation, commissioned the 
first Federal lighthouse, and represented the 
first public works act in the young United 
States; 

Whereas the establishment of the United 
States system of navigational aids set the 
United States on a path to the forefront of 
international maritime prominence and es-
tablished lighthouses that played an integral 
role in the rich maritime history of the 
United States, as that history spread from 
the Atlantic coast through the Great Lakes 
and the Gulf coast and Pacific States; 

Whereas those iconic structures, standing 
at the margins of land and water, sometimes 
for as long as 2 centuries, have symbolized 
safety, security, heroism, duty, and faithful-
ness; 

Whereas architects, designers, engineers, 
builders, and keepers devoted, and in some 
cases jeopardized, their lives for the safety of 
others during centuries of light tending by 
the United States Lighthouse Service and 
the United States Coast Guard; 

Whereas the automation of the light sys-
tem exposed the historic lighthouse towers 
to the ravages of time and vandalism and 
yet, at the same time, opened an opportunity 
for citizen involvement in efforts to save and 
restore those beacons that mark the evolv-
ing maritime history of the United States 
and its coastal communities; 

Whereas the national lighthouse preserva-
tion movement has gained momentum over 
the past half century and is making major 
contributions to the preservation of mari-
time history and heritage and, through the 
development and enhancement of cultural 

tourism, to the economies of coastal commu-
nities in the United States; 

Whereas the National Historic Lighthouse 
Preservation Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 470w-7 et 
seq.), enacted on October 24, 2000, with the 
aid of the lighthouse preservation commu-
nity, provides an effective process adminis-
tered by the General Services Administra-
tion and the National Park Service for trans-
ferring lighthouses to the best possible stew-
ardship groups; 

Whereas 2014 is the 200th anniversary of the 
August 24, 1814, rescue of the original copies 
of the Declaration of Independence, the Arti-
cles of Confederation, the United States Con-
stitution, and many irreplaceable original 
government documents and books from de-
struction when the British burned Wash-
ington, D.C. during the War of 1812 by Ste-
phen Pleasonton, who later served as Gen-
eral Superintendent of Lighthouses for 32 
years; 

Whereas 2014 is also the 75th anniversary of 
when Congress dissolved the United States 
Lighthouse Service and turned all of its du-
ties over to the United States Coast Guard; 

Whereas although the United States Coast 
Guard was created in 1915 with the merger of 
the United States Life Saving Service and 
the United States Revenue Marine Service, 
the United States Coast Guard uses the 
United States Revenue Marine founding date 
of 1790 as its anniversary year, and thus, Au-
gust 7, 2014, is also the 225th anniversary of 
the United States Coast Guard; 

Whereas 2014 also marks the 250th anniver-
sary of the Sandy Hook Lighthouse in New 
Jersey, the oldest standing lighthouse tower 
in the United States, which was built before 
the United States was a country and was 
still part of the British colonies; 

Whereas for the past several decades, re-
gional and national groups have formed 
within the lighthouse preservation commu-
nity to promote lighthouse heritage through 
research, education, tourism, and publica-
tions; 

Whereas despite progress, many light-
houses in the United States remain threat-
ened by erosion, neglect, vandalism, and de-
terioration by the elements; and 

Whereas the many completed, ongoing, or 
planned private and public efforts to pre-
serve lighthouses demonstrate the public 
support for those historic structures: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates August 7, 2014, as ‘‘National 

Lighthouse and Lighthouse Preservation 
Day’’; 

(2) encourages lighthouse grounds to be 
opened to the general public to the extent 
feasible; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Lighthouse and 
Lighthouse Preservation Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 508—COM-
MEMORATING THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE 
Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 

SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 508 

Whereas, in 1914, Congress recognized the 
need for greater assistance and established a 
reference unit within the Library of Con-
gress to support an informed and inde-
pendent legislature; 

Whereas the Legislative Reorganization 
Act of 1970 (2 U.S.C. 28 et seq.) transformed 
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