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American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 funds.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years,
Allamakee County has received
$1,792,068 in Harkin grants. Similarly,
schools in Allamakee County have re-
ceived funds that I designated for Iowa
Star Schools for technology totaling
$59,494. Finally, Allamakee schools re-
ceived more than $280,000 through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 for academic and learning
support.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Allamakee County has re-
ceived more than $1.3 million from a
variety of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Allamakee County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $900,000 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Allamakee County, both those with
and without disabilities. And they
make us proud to be a part of a com-
munity and country that respects the
worth and civil rights of all of our citi-
Zens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Allamakee County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Allamakee County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

CONGRATULATING COLONEL
JAMES WALKER

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish
to congratulate COL James Walker of
Las Vegas, Nevada on his upcoming re-
tirement from the Nevada Army Na-
tional Guard. I am proud to honor a
Nevadan who has dedicated his life to
serving our country.

Born and raised in Las Vegas, NV,
Colonel Walker’s desire to serve came
when he was studying psychology in
college. On scholarship for soccer at
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas,
he decided he wanted to enlist and be-
come a combat medic. Upon joining the
Army in 1979, Colonel Walker rose
through the ranks and eventually be-
came the highest ranking African-
American Army National Guard officer
in Nevada history. Colonel Walker’s ca-
reer from private to colonel over the
course of 35 years is both commendable
and admirable.

Throughout his career, Colonel Walk-
er continued to pursue all of the edu-
cational training that the Army Na-
tional Guard had to offer. With the
support of his wife Doris Colonel Walk-
er decided to pursue three NCO profes-
sional development schools, earning
him the prestigious NCO Ribbon. Colo-
nel Walker also participated in an Offi-
cer Candidate School at Clear Creek
near Carson City and was a pioneering
student in the Nevada primary leader-
ship development course, graduating at
the top of his class with honors. After
his success there, he served as a train-
ing officer for the next graduating
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class. His ability to give back to the
National Guard and his community
was also exemplified during his 3 years
of teaching ROTC at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. Upon his retire-
ment from the National Guard, Colonel
Walker plans to continue working for
National Security Technologies as the
company’s facility manager at Nellis
Air Force Base in Las Vegas.

I extend my deepest gratitude to
Colonel Walker for his courageous con-
tributions to the United States of
America and to freedom-loving nations
around the world. His service to his
country and his bravery and dedication
earn him a place among the out-
standing men and women who have val-
iantly defended our Nation. As a mem-
ber of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, I recognize that Congress
has a responsibility not only to honor
these brave individuals who serve our
Nation but also to ensure they are
cared for when they return home. I re-
main committed to upholding this
promise for our veterans and service-
members in Nevada and throughout the
Nation.

Throughout his tenure, Colonel
Walker has demonstrated profes-
sionalism, commitment to excellence,
and dedication to the highest standards
of the Army National Guard. I am both
humbled and honored by his service
and am proud to call him a fellow Ne-
vadan. I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing COL James Walker for
all of his accomplishments and wish
him well in all of his future endeav-
ors.e

———

USS “NEVADA” CENTENNIAL

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize the 100th Anniversary of
the commissioning of the USS Nevada
Battleship. I am proud to be able to
honor Nevada’s namesake battleship
today and all of the Americans that
served aboard her.

The anniversary of the battleship
USS Nevada comes on the heels of Ne-
vada celebrating its 150th year of state-
hood. Through her years of service, the
Nevada suffered many blows and cas-
ualties, but remained dedicated to de-
fending her country. The crew that
served aboard her have all earned a
place among the outstanding men and
women who have valiantly defended
our Nation. I, along with my fellow Ne-
vadans, feel a great sense of pride that
our State has been chosen as the name-
sake for this ship that is arguably one
of the greatest of our navy or of any
Navy.

Launched on July 11, 1914, at the
Fore River Shipbuilding Corporation in
Quincy, MA, the USS Nevada was the
most-advanced battleship in the U.S.
Navy at the time. The USS Nevada saw
both World Wars during her time in ac-
tive service. During the final months of
World War I, she was based in Bantry
Bay, County Cork, Ireland, to ensure
that the supply convoys that were sail-
ing to and from Great Britain were pro-
tected. In World War II, she was the
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only ship to get underway during the
Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor. After
receiving one torpedo hit and several
bomb hits, the USS Nevada had to be
beached, but after vigorous salvage
work, repairs and improvements, she
was able to return to combat. Highly
decorated for the numerous battles
that she was a part of, the USS Nevada
was present at the Attu landings
against the Japanese, fired against
German defenses during the Normandy
landings, and supported operations in
Iwo Jima and Okinawa. After over 30
years of service, the USS Nevada was
deemed too old for retention and was
assigned to serve as a target in the
atomic bomb tests at Bikini Atoll. The
experience left her radioactive and
badly damaged, leading to her being
decommissioned and eventually sunk
during naval gunfire practice.

It is an honor to be able to com-
memorate this day on behalf of my fel-
low Nevadans as we remember those
who have risked their lives to defend
freedom. Our Navy’s commitment to
this country, as well as their dedica-
tion to their families and communities,
exemplified why the legacy of all vet-
erans must be preserved for genera-
tions to come. These heroes selflessly
served not for recognition, but because
it was the right thing to do. As a mem-
ber of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, I recognize that Congress
has a responsibility not only to honor
these brave individuals, but to ensure
they are cared for after their return
home. I remain committed to uphold-
ing this promise for our veterans and
servicemembers in Nevada and
throughout the Nation.

I ask that we recognize the commis-
sioning of the USS Nevada and honor
all that sailed aboard her. I am both
humbled and honored to commemorate
the brave men and women who dedi-
cated their lives to serving our country
and recognize them here today. May we
never forget the legacy of this great
battleship and her gallant crew.e

REMEMBERING MATTIE STEPANEK

e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to the life of Matthew
Joseph Thaddeus Stepanek, best known
as Mattie, who passed away 10 years
ago at the age of 13 from complications
due to his rare form of muscular dys-
trophy. Though his death was a trag-
edy, his life was a triumph. He was a
gifted author and noted peacemaker.
He took a personal challenge and
turned it into a tool of inspiration for
all of us. Mattie once said, ‘I want my
message to live beyond me,” and it
does. His message of peace and hope
has reached millions around the world.

When Mattie was born in 1990 in
Upper Marlboro, MD, doctors did not
expect him to live longer than 24 hours.
Mattie suffered from the same rare
form of muscular dystrophy as his
mother, his two brothers, and sister.
His siblings all died before the age of 4.
Though the disease eventually ren-
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dered him unable to walk and breathe
on his own, Mattie was a survivor. He
began writing poetry at the age of 3. He
wrote poems about hope and peace. His
philosophy was, ‘‘Remember to play
after every storm,”” and he did.

Mattie believed that wishes can come
true. He had three. The first was to
talk peace with Jimmy Carter. They
spoke several times through email cor-
respondence. His second was to have
his poems published in a book. He
wrote the most successful volumes of
poetry in the last 30 years and became
a seven-time New York Times best-
selling author. His last was to see his
poetry read on Oprah. He appeared on
Oprah’s show several times and became
her good friend.

In September 2001, Mattie faced a set-
back. He was so sick that his doctors
warned a laugh could cause his dam-
aged windpipe to collapse. But that did
not stop Mattie from a spectacular re-
covery. His doctors could not explain
his comeback from this brush with
death, but Mattie knew what it was. It
was hope, prayer, and just one in a se-
ries of miracles in a miraculous life.

After the chaos and confusion of Sep-
tember 11 and the anthrax attacks on
the Capitol, I was very grief stricken. I
saw a little boy on TV reading poetry,
offering hope and healing. Mattie com-
forted me and lifted my spirits. I con-
tacted him through his hospital and
visited with him and his mother in his
home. In 2002, I presented Mattie with
the Children’s Hope Medal of Honor.
This medal is given to young heroes
who have shown valiant effort and
courage in facing life’s daily chal-
lenges. No one was more deserving of
that medal than Mattie Stepanek.

Today we must also remember
Mattie’s mother Jeni Stepanek. Like
Mattie, she suffers physical challenges,
but her heart, mind, and spirit remain
strong. Without Jeni, Mattie would
never have been able to share his beau-
tiful, inspiring words with us. Mattie
got his knack for public speaking from
his mom. She writes and talks about
children with disabilities. He also got
his love of life from her. Jeni continues
to inspire us all with her life, with
Mattie’s words, and most importantly,
a message of peace and hope.

In his poem entitled ‘“The Daily
Gift,”” Mattie wrote:

You know what?

Tomorrow is a new day.

And today is a new day.

Actually, every day is a new day.
Thank you, God,

For all of these special and new days.

This is how Mattie Stepanek lived
his life—with appreciation, inspiration,
and energy. That is why I wish to say:
Thank you, God, for blessing us with
the gift of Mattie Stepanek and his
heart of songs.e

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 5016. An act making appropriations
for financial services and general govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2015, and for other purposes.

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the
following concurrent resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 108. Concurrent resolution
providing for the correction of the enroll-
ment of H.R. 5021.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 5016. An act making appropriations
for financial services and general govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2015, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 2631. A bill to prevent the expansion of
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program unlawfully created by Executive
memorandum on August 15, 2012.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. DURBIN, from the Committee on
Appropriations, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

H.R. 4870. A bill making appropriations for
the Department of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2015, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 113-211).

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary:

Report to accompany S. 517, a bill to pro-
mote consumer choice and wireless competi-
tion by permitting consumers to unlock mo-
bile wireless devices, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 113-212).

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

S.J. Res. 19. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relating to contributions and
expenditures intended to affect elections.
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