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own will to go forward, with
workmanlike determination, toward a
cure.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING HAROLD LEONARD
“LENNY’ KAUFER

e Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today I
recognize the life and legacy of New
Jerseyan Lenny Kaufer, who passed
away on July 13 at the age of 92. Lenny
was a dear friend and inspiration to me
at the very dawn of my career in public
service. He will be greatly missed by
all who knew him.

Harold Leonard Kaufer was born on
August 25, 1921, in Newark, NJ, where
he was raised with his 10 siblings in the
Roseville neighborhood by his parents,
Abraham and Gussie. As a son of New-
ark, a graduate of its schools, and a
New Jersey small business owner,
Lenny cared passionately about New
Jersey and its future, cheering the re-
vival of its largest city and keeping
track of the news ‘‘back home.” He
considered Newark and New Jersey to
be at the very core of his identity, and
even though his retirement took him
to California, he kept a book of his-
toric photos of Newark on his bedside
table until the day he died. Lenny
never forgot where he came from.

I had the great fortune to get to
know Lenny during my time on the
Newark City Council and as mayor. I
consider him to have been one of the
more gentle, kind souls I have ever
met, and I appreciated his sound per-
spective and sage advice. I treasure the
conversations we shared, as well as his
undeterred love of Newark, and I will
miss his wisdom.

Above all else, Lenny was devoted to
his family. In 2012, he and his wife
Shirley celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary, and they found great
pleasure in the time spent with their
daughter, three grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren. Lenny always
gave loved ones a Kkiss for the road. As
a man of faith, after moving to Cali-
fornia, he maintained a membership at
his temple in New Jersey, just so he
could ensure that his family there
would always have a home for the High
Holidays.

Lenny is mourned by his wife Shir-
ley, his daughter Jacqueline, sisters
Madeline and Helga, brother Irwin,
three grandchildren, two great-grand-
children, a large extended family, and
his many friends and neighbors. Lenny
touched so many lives over his 92
years. He was an American treasure.
He demonstrated the truth that so
often the biggest thing you can do in
any day is a small act of kindness, de-
cency, or love. Lenny lived every day
with constant kindness, unyielding de-
cency, and a remarkable love for oth-
ers. I ask that the Senate join me in
honoring him and remembering his ex-
traordinary life.e®
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MARIAMNE
R. M. OKRZESIK

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to
honor and pay tribute to an excep-
tional leader, Col. Mariamne R.
Okrzesik. After a lifetime of service to
our Nation, Colonel Okrzesik is retir-
ing from the U.S. Air Force and her
current position as Director of the Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, United
States Central Command, at MacDill
Air Force Base in Tampa, FL. On this
occasion I believe it is fitting to recog-
nize Colonel OKkrzesik’s extraordinary
dedication to duty and selfless service
to the United States of America.

Colonel Okrzesik has served at all
levels in the Air Force. Her career
began when she received her commis-
sion in 1986 through the Reserve Officer
Training Corps program at the Univer-
sity of Maryland. Colonel OKkrzesik’s
distinguished military service has
taken her all over the world in defense
of our Nation. Her career has included
assignments and duties across a wide
variety of command, intelligence, and
staff positions throughout Europe, the
Pacific, and the United States. Colonel
OKkrzesik has served as an intelligence
flight commander; director of oper-
ations; executive officer; Major Com-
mand; Headquarters Air Force and Sec-
retary of the Air Force staff officer;
squadron commander; and Joint Com-
batant Command staff officer. Colonel
Okrzesik has received numerous
awards during her career, including the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air
Force Meritorious Service Medal with
six oak leaf clusters, the Joint Com-
mendation Medal, and Air Force Com-
mendation Medal.

It is a pleasure to recognize Colonel
Okrzesik’s long and decorated career
today and also the great benefit to the
Nation she has provided as a senior
leader for the U.S. Air Force and De-
partment of Defense. Colonel Okrzesik
has always achieved excellence during
her career. On behalf of a grateful na-
tion, I join my colleagues today in rec-
ognizing and commending Colonel
OKkrzesik for a lifetime of service to her
country. For all she has given and con-
tinues to give to our country we are in
her debt. As Colonel Okrzesik retires to
Lothian, MD, we express our gratitude
for her faithful and dedicated service
and wish her our sincerest best wishes
upon her retirement.e

—————

REMEMBERING JOHN V. EVANS

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I wish to
honor the life of former Idaho Governor
John Victor Evans. Governor Evans
will be missed, but his impact on Idaho
and his legacy of dedicated service will
endure.

Governor Evans and his family were
Idaho pioneers. He was born and raised
in Malad, ID. He attended Idaho State
University, and like so many of his
generation, he went to serve as an in-
fantryman in World War II. After re-
turning from the war, he earned a de-
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gree in business and economics from
Stanford University.

John dedicated much of his life to
public service. He served in the Idaho
State Senate where he rose to the posi-
tions of majority leader and minority
leader. He was mayor of Malad, the
town he grew up in. In 1974, he was
elected Lieutenant Governor before his
terms as Idaho’s 27th Governor from
1977 to 1987. He led Idaho through a
number of challenging times: the his-
toric settlement of water rights, the
closure of the Bunker Hill Mine, and
the difficult economic times much of
the Nation saw in the 1980s. He also
contributed to the national dialogue,
having served in leadership positions in
the Western Governors Association and
National Governor’s Association.

He was dedicated to community serv-
ice and supported numerous efforts and
organizations. He was a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, American
Legion, the Fraternal Order of Eagles,
and the Rotary Club, and he was a
Mason. He also held a number of lead-
ership positions for the Independent
Community Bankers Association.

Following his retirement from public
office in 1987, he became president of
D.L. Evans Bank in Burley, ID. During
his tenure, the bank grew from two
banks to 21 banks, assisting thousands
of Idaho residents and businesses.

Idahoans benefited greatly from his
steady leadership in public office and
in business. He was known for his open-
door policy, strong work ethic and al-
ways taking the time to meet with fel-
low Idahoans. I extend my condolences
to his wife Lola, brother Don, children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
many other family members and
friends. He will be greatly missed.e®

—————

WINNEBAGO COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
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residents of Winnebago County to build
a legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Winnebago County worth over $1.2 mil-
lion and successfully acquired financial
assistance from programs I have fought
hard to support, which have provided
more than $28 million to the local
economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be the success
that the county has had in securing
over $9.4 million funds for the Heart-
land Power Cooperative through pro-
grams I fought for at the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and in
past farm bills.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Winne-
bago County has received $1,083,026 in
Harkin grants.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency-response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to Iowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008. Win-
nebago County has received over $8.2
million to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
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farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Winnebago County has re-
ceived more than $19 million from a va-
riety of farm bill loan and grant pro-
grams.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Winnebago County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $623,971 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Wellness and health care: Improving
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been
passionate about for decades. That is
why I fought to dramatically increase
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole
range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am pleased that Winne-
bago County has recognized this impor-
tant issue by securing $120,000 for com-
munity wellness activities.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
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at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Winnebago County, both those with
and without disabilities. And they
make us proud to be a part of a com-
munity and country that respects the
worth and civil rights of all of our citi-
Zens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Winnebago County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Win-
nebago County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

——————

ALLAMAKEE COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Allamakee County to build
a legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $26 million to
the local economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be the commu-
nity’s success in obtaining funding for
school construction, fire safety, tech-
nology, and other improvements
through Harkin school construction
grants, the Star Schools program, and
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