
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4611 July 17, 2014 
think that now more than ever what 
they need from this country is a Presi-
dent and a U.S. Government that 
aligns itself squarely on their side—no 
doubletalk, no fancy diplomatic lan-
guage that you could read between the 
lines on—a very clear statement: In 
this conflict we are on Israel’s side and 
we will support them with anything 
they need to ensure their stability and 
their survival—very clear language 
that makes it unequivocal. 

Hamas is a terrorist organization, 
not a legitimate representative of the 
aspirations of the Palestinian people, 
but a terrorist organization designed 
for the very purpose of destroying the 
Jewish state. We need to make these 
things abundantly clear, because other-
wise we are going to see more of this in 
the years to come. 

If there is any daylight between the 
United States and Israel, it emboldens 
Israel’s enemies. I would say as bad as 
this situation is—and it is terrible—the 
biggest danger facing Israel today is 
not just 1,300 rockets that have come 
over from Hamas, it is the threat of a 
nuclear Iran. It is interesting that 
while we are having this conversation 
here today about the attack Israel is 
under, this administration is trying to 
get an extension of these talks with 
the Iranian regime. 

I hope you clearly understand. I said 
this before and I want to come here and 
reiterate: If Iran is allowed to retain 
the ability of enriching uranium or re-
processing plutonium, they will build a 
nuclear weapon with that capacity. Let 
me put it in plain English. If you let 
them keep the machines they use to re-
process and enrich, they may not re-
process and enrich to weapons grade 
right away, but the fact they have the 
ability to do it I guarantee you eventu-
ally means they will. 

Do you know how I know that? One 
reason is all you have to do is hear the 
speeches they give. The second reason 
why we know that is the other issue no 
one is talking about: Iran isn’t just 
spinning centrifuges, they are not just 
enriching uranium and reprocessing 
plutonium. Iran is building rockets— 
long-range rockets, intercontinental 
missiles. And there is only one purpose 
for those missiles. The only purpose 
they have is to put a warhead on them 
with a nuclear payload. That is the 
only reason why you build missiles 
such as that. These types of missiles 
are not built to deliver a conventional 
weapon; they are built for purposes of a 
nuclear capability. 

Additionally, these rockets they 
want to build aren’t just rockets that 
can reach Jerusalem or Tel Aviv. These 
are rockets that can reach Washington, 
DC, and my hometown of Miami, and 
New York City, and the mainland of 
the United States. So if they build 
these missiles with that range and they 
develop the ability to enrich and re-
process, they are one step away, a half 
step away from becoming a nuclear 
power, able to hold our country hos-
tage and to carry out their ambitions 

of destroying Israel. That is the single 
greatest threat. As great as this threat 
is with Hamas, and needs to be dealt 
with decisively, that is the single 
greatest security threat facing Israel. 

It is ironic to me that even as we are 
focused on this issue and what is hap-
pening, this administration is off in 
Geneva trying to cut a deal with Iran 
that allows them to retain an acknowl-
edged right to enrich and reprocess, 
and that is going to prove to be disas-
trous. 

It is my opinion those negotiations 
will lead to nothing, because Iran has 
entered into these negotiations believ-
ing they entered from a position of 
strength. They believe this President 
so badly wants a deal that they don’t 
have to give on anything. By the way, 
I don’t know how you do a meaningful 
deal with Iran on nuclear weapons that 
doesn’t involve a conversation about 
these long-range rockets. Yet that is 
exactly what they are doing with little 
to no consultation with the Senate or 
any other policymakers. 

I came to the floor to reiterate my 
personal support for Israel but to also 
reiterate how strongly I believe vir-
tually every Member of this body sup-
ports the State of Israel, supports 
Israel’s right to defend itself, supports 
the United States alliance with Israel, 
supports everything we must and can 
do to help Israel defend herself. I think 
that is an important message to send 
out. 

Finally, I would say this: I would ask 
those who have watched this speech or 
who will hear these words later to take 
the time over the next few days to pray 
for Israel. They need our support there 
as well, that God will provide her the 
safety and security of her people, now 
and in the years to come. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENTS—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask 
unanimous consent that following the 
vote on confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 849, Carnes, on Monday, July 
21, the Senate remain in executive ses-
sion to consider Calendar No. 789, 
Lawson, and Calendar No. 537, Reddick; 
that there be 2 minutes for debate 
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees prior to each 
vote; that upon the use or yielding 
back of time the Senate proceed to 
vote, without intervening action or de-
bate, on the nominations in the order 
listed; that any rollcall votes, fol-
lowing the first in the series, be 10 min-
utes in length; the motions to recon-

sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate; that no further motions be 
in order to the nominations; that any 
statements related to the nominations 
be printed in the RECORD; that Presi-
dent Obama be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, we expect 
nominations considered in this agree-
ment to be confirmed by voice vote. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding Rule XXII, 
on Tuesday, July 22, at 10:45 a.m., the 
Senate proceed to executive session 
and vote on the motions to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar Nos. 851, 
Birotte, 852, Rosenberg, and 854, 
deGravelles, in the order listed; fur-
ther, that if cloture is invoked on any 
of these nominations, that on Tuesday, 
July 22, 2014, at 2:15 p.m., all 
postcloture time be expired and the 
Senate proceed to vote on confirmation 
of the nominations in the order upon 
which cloture was invoked; that all 
rollcall votes after the first in each se-
quence be 10 minutes in length; fur-
ther, that there be 2 minutes for debate 
prior to each vote; that if any nomina-
tion is confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action 
and the Senate then resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-

sent that the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHARLIE 
SEEMANN 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Charlie Seemann. Mr. 
Seemann is a talented folklorist who is 
dedicated to sharing western arts and 
culture with communities throughout 
Nevada. At the end of the month, he 
will be retiring from his position as ex-
ecutive director of the Western 
Folklife Center in Elko, NV. 

After serving as the deputy director 
of the Country Music Foundation in 
Nashville, TN, for 12 years, and later 
working as the program director at the 
Fund for Folk Culture in Santa Fe, 
NM, Nevada was fortunate to have Mr. 
Seemann dedicate his efforts to sharing 
the cultural heritage of the American 
West with communities throughout our 
great State. 

In 1998, Mr. Seemann brought his 
masters of folklife studies, decades of 
experience, and his accomplished musi-
cal knowledge to the Western Folklife 
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Center in Nevada. During his 16-year 
tenure, he has strengthened the arts 
throughout his community by invest-
ing in literary and scholarship pro-
grams that have helped foster artistic 
development and brought new artists 
to Western Folklife’s most notable 
event, the National Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering. Since 1986, Mr. Seemann 
participated in the annual National 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering, formerly 
the Elko Cowboy Poetry Gathering. 
This event was renamed in 2000, after 
Mr. Seemann worked with Members of 
Congress to pass a United States Sen-
ate Resolution designating the poetry 
gathering in Elko as a nationally rec-
ognized event. 

Mr. Seeman is not only a strong ad-
vocate for western arts and culture, 
but he is a nationally renowned 
folklorist. Prior to coming to the West-
ern Folklife Center, he received the 
Western Heritage Wrangler Award from 
the National Cowboy and Western Her-
itage Museum, as well as a Grammy 
nomination for the New World Records 
anthology Back in the Saddle Again: 
American Cowboy Songs. Mr. Seemann 
also received a Wrangler Award in 2003, 
for his production work on a joint 
project between the Western Folklife 
Center and Smithsonian Folkways Re-
cordings, Buck Ramsey: Hittin’ the 
Trail. In 2006, Mr. Seeman was ap-
pointed by Congress to the Board of 
Trustees for the American Folklife 
Center. This Center is housed at the Li-
brary of Congress and works to archive 
and preserve American’s unique cul-
ture. It was a tribute to Mr. Seeman’s 
reputation that he was selected for this 
Federal board, and he represented Ne-
vada well in this role. 

Mr. Seemann will be missed by the 
many individuals he works with at the 
Western Folklife Center, but his con-
tributions to western folklore will con-
tinue. I wish him well in his retirement 
and all the best in his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

BORDER CRISIS 
Mr. NELSON. The administration 

sent several Cabinet Secretaries and 
high-ranking appointees to brief all 
Senators last evening on the crisis of 
the children on the border, and it ap-
pears they are getting their arms 
around addressing the problem of the 
children and the humanitarian crisis 
on the border. However, it is the opin-
ion of this Senator that they do not 
recognize the root cause of the prob-
lem. If the administration would listen 
to their four-star general, the head of 
the United States Southern Command, 
General Kelly, and the testimony he 
has already given to the Armed Serv-
ices Committee of what is the problem, 
then we could get to the root cause of 
the problem and stop these future hu-
manitarian crises. 

The problem simply is that we are 
not devoting the time and the re-
sources—the money—to the interdic-
tion of the big drug shipments coming 

out of South America into Central 
America. They come in big shipments 
from Colombia through Venezuela by 
air or sea on the eastern side, from Co-
lombia through Ecuador or originating 
in Ecuador out on the western side, 
coming into three Central American 
countries—Honduras, Guatemala, and 
El Salvador. As a result, their drug 
lords have completely taken over those 
countries. As a result, the violence is 
the highest. Honduras is now the mur-
der capital of the world. As a result of 
that drug violence—and there is very 
little law and order—the whole system 
is corrupted. For parents with children, 
it is logical that they would want to 
send their children to a safer environ-
ment. 

The administration has to address 
this issue with regard to going back to 
what we did so successfully in Plan Co-
lombia—interdict the drug traffic be-
fore it gets to those Central American 
countries because once it does in the 
big shipments, they then break it down 
into smaller packages and it goes 
north. 

f 

CYPRUS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the 40th anniversary of 
Turkey’s invasion of the island of Cy-
prus. Today, Cyprus remains a divided 
island, with a third of the territory 
still occupied by Turkish forces. 

I am proud to stand with the people 
of Cyprus and call for an immediate 
end to the Turkish occupation of their 
country. On numerous occasions, 
United Nations resolutions have called 
for the respect of the sovereignty and 
independence of the Republic of Cyprus 
and for an immediate end to the Turk-
ish occupation. The Republic of Cyprus 
continues to demonstrate full commit-
ment to a peaceful process that will re-
unify the island in accordance with 
these resolutions. 

Over the past year, the Republic of 
Cyprus has taken significant steps to 
lay the groundwork for peaceful nego-
tiations, including proposals that 
would bring the two sides together to 
build confidence, strengthen ties, and 
integrate the Turkish-Cypriot commu-
nity. It is clear that the government 
and people of Cyprus stand ready to 
make the hard decisions needed to 
achieve peace. 

Continued unrest that threatens the 
security and stability of the region fur-
ther underscores the importance of 
supporting the Republic of Cyprus. A 
peaceful agreement that reunifies Cy-
prus would signal that just and fair 
resolutions can be achieved to end dec-
ades long confrontations. We must con-
tinue to stand with them to fight for a 
fair and responsible agreement—one 
that safeguards basic freedoms and 
human rights for all Cypriots. During 
his visit in May of this year, Vice 
President BIDEN reiterated the need for 
Cyprus to be reunited. 

The Republic of Cyprus is a strong 
and trusted friend of the United States. 

I am proud of the strategic partnership 
we have developed over the years. The 
Government of Cyprus currently hosts 
the joint mission responsible for car-
rying out the removal and destruction 
of Syria’s chemical weapons as well as 
providing maritime cooperation to fa-
cilitate the process. The role of Cyprus 
demonstrates the island’s important 
strategic location and critical inter-
national engagement efforts. 

I am encouraged by renewed efforts 
to reach a comprehensive and fair solu-
tion to reunify Cyprus. I urge the gov-
ernment of Turkey to cooperate with 
negotiations and I applaud the people 
of Cyprus for their steadfast commit-
ment to securing a peaceful and pros-
perous future. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the division of Cyprus, which began on 
July 20, 1974. 

On July 20, 1974, Turkey began its 
brutal invasion of the island of Cyprus. 
By August 25, 1974, Turkish forces con-
trolled more than one-third of the is-
land. To this day, Cyprus remains di-
vided. 

Forty years later, it is long past time 
for a permanent solution that results 
in a free and unified Cyprus. 

For decades, numerous rounds of ne-
gotiations have attempted to achieve a 
settlement. For too long, these efforts 
have failed to yield meaningful 
progress. However, a new round of 
talks began in February of this year. I 
am deeply hopeful that these negotia-
tions will result in a fair and durable 
solution for all Cypriots. 

A secure and stable Republic of Cy-
prus will strengthen the friendship and 
alliance between the United States and 
Cyprus. This relationship is based on 
our long history and our mutual goals 
and values, including a commitment to 
democracy, opportunity for all, and 
human rights. 

Lasting peace in Cyprus will also re-
inforce Cyprus’s role as a force for 
peace, prosperity, and stability in the 
region. 

That is why we must continue to do 
everything possible to help Cyprus re-
solve the decades-long illegal occupa-
tion of Northern Cyprus by Turkey. 

As Vice President BIDEN said in May 
during his historic visit to Cyprus, 
‘‘For the sake of the boys and girls 
born on this island who deserve the 
possibility that only peace can bring, 
let’s finally make hope and history 
rhyme together.’’ 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SERGEANT ANDREW R. LOONEY 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I wish to 
remember the life and sacrifice of 
Army SGT Andrew R. Looney who died 
on June 21, 2010 serving our Nation in 
Lar Sholtan Village, Afghanistan. Ser-
geant Looney and Army PFC David T. 
Miller died of wounds sustained when a 
suicide bomber attacked their traffic 
control checkpoint. 

Andrew was born June 26, 1987 and 
grew up in Owasso, OK where he grad-
uated from Owasso High School in 2005. 
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