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will enable more veterans to be eligible
for VA health care.

This legislation also includes S. 131,
the Women Veterans and Other Health
Care Improvements Act of 2013. With
the widespread use of improvised explo-
sive devices throughout Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, both female and male serv-
icemembers have found themselves
with increased risk of spinal cord, re-
productive, and urinary tract injury.
Many of these veterans dreamed of
starting a family, but their injuries
prevented them from conceiving, and
this legislation will help them fulfill
their dreams.

We have three more important provi-
sions I want to briefly touch upon, and
that is, once again, the restoration of
full COLA for all military retirees. In
an effort to address concerns regarding
the cost-of-living adjustments for all
military retirees, this bill would reaf-
firm the commitment Congress made
to our servicemembers and veterans by
ensuring consistent and appropriate
funding for military retirees and vet-
erans. This very important provision is
in this legislation.

Furthermore, there has been a con-
cern that many CBOCs, community-
based outreach clinics, that have been
planned all over this country have been
unable to be built for a variety of tech-
nical reasons. We addressed that issue
as well. This bill also improves access
to mental health treatment for vet-
erans.

Let me conclude by saying we give a
lot of speeches about the respect we
have for the men and women who put
their lives on the line to defend this
country. They have come forward
through the veterans committee and
they have said: We have concerns. We
have concerns about health care; we
have concerns about how quickly the
benefits that we apply for come to us.
They have been very loud and clear in
saying—and we agree with them—that
it is unacceptable that pensions prom-
ised to veterans have been cut. There
have been many other issues dealing
with employment and dealing with
education.

What this bill does in a comprehen-
sive way is to say to the veterans of
this country—the millions and millions
of people who have given so much to
us—we hear your concerns. We hear
your concerns, and we are going to ad-
dress your concerns.

I want to take this moment to thank
majority leader Senator REID. He has
been very supportive of not only vet-
erans in general but supportive of this
effort to make sure we keep our prom-
ises to the veterans of this country.
That bill has been introduced. My hope
is we can get it to the floor as soon as
possible.

I hope very much that although there
is a partisan climate, that on this issue
of keeping our promises to the men and
women who have put their lives on the
line to defend this country, we can
come together as a Senate and as a
House and have the President sign this
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bill which will mean so much to so
many.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut is recognized.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
want to start by thanking Chairman
SANDERS of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, where I serve, for his extraor-
dinary vision and leadership and join
him in thanking the majority leader
for his commitment to this kind of
comprehensive and aggressive ap-
proach to revise and reinvigorate, re-
invent and reform, veterans programs
in a comprehensive and overarching ap-
proach.

I will be speaking at greater length
in the days and weeks to come, but I
want to join the Senator in commit-
ting all of us—I hope on a bipartisan
basis—to this effort to fix the flaws and
fulfill the vision this Nation owes to
the men and women who have served
and sacrificed year after year.

This program recognizes a funda-
mental truth: We are dealing with dif-
ferent populations of different ages,
and within those populations, people
with different needs and challenges,
and a comprehensive program is nec-
essary to address the obligation. It is
an obligation we owe them to make
sure that we leave no veteran behind
and keep faith with every man and
woman who has served and sacrificed
for this Nation.

It fixes the flaws of the last budget
agreement that reduced the cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment on retirees’ pensions. It
commits the Nation to economic op-
portunity and real jobs—training for
the jobs that exist now and the jobs of
the future. It reforms loan and aid pro-
grams for college education and also
for noncollege education.

It addresses the gaps in health care,
not just by promising but performing.
And, of course, it will also necessarily
help veterans who may be preyed upon
by schemes and scams, legal or illegal,
and that is a very desperate and chal-
lenging need for this Nation to address,
and hopefully it will do so on a bipar-
tisan basis.

There should be no reason and no jus-
tification for opposing an effort that is
paid for—and I stress paid for. My hope
is we will have bipartisan support for
this visionary and courageous measure
that says to America’s veterans: We
will keep faith with you. We will leave
no veteran behind.

One of the first promises I made 3
years ago in the first speech I gave on
the floor of this Chamber was I would
work and fight aggressively for the vet-
erans of this Nation. I intend to work
for this program—work to improve it—
and continue to listen to the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, the Vietnam Veterans
of America, the American Legion, and
all of the groups that represent our
veterans so ably, and speak for them.
The voices and faces of Connecticut’s
veterans have been with me always,
and I see them always when I return. I
will work tirelessly for this program.
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Again, my thanks to all of the mem-
bers of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee who will be supporting this pro-
gram, and to our chairman Senator
SANDERS for his great leadership.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself,
Mr. VITTER, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
SCOTT, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. JOHNSON, of
Wisconsin, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
BURR, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. COBURN, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. LEE, Mr.
COATS, Mr. TooMEY, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. CRUz, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. CORKER, and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S.J. Res. 30. A joint resolution to dis-
approve a rule of the Environmental
Protection Agency relating to green-
house gas emissions from electric util-
ity generating units; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

S.J. RES. 30

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to new
source performance standards for emissions
of carbon dioxide for new affected fossil fuel-
fired electric utility generating units (pub-
lished at 79 Fed. Reg. 1430 (January 8, 2014)),
and such rule shall have no force or effect.

SENATE RESOLUTION 333—STRONG-
LY RECOMMENDING THAT THE
UNITED STATES RENEGOTIATE
THE RETURN OF THE IRAQI JEW-
ISH ARCHIVE TO IRAQ

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. KAINE, Mrs. BOXER, and Mr.
MENENDEZ) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 333

Whereas, before the mid-20th century,
Baghdad had been a center of Jewish life,
culture, and scholarship, dating back to 721
BC;

Whereas, as recently as 1940, Jews made up
25 percent of Baghdad’s population;

Whereas, in the 1930’s and 1940’s, under the
leadership of Rasheed Ali, anti-Jewish dis-
crimination increased drastically, including
the June 1-2, 1941, Farhud pogrom, in which
nearly 180 Jews were killed;

Whereas, in 1948, Zionism was added to the
Iraqi criminal code as punishable by death;

Whereas, throughout 1950-1953, Jews were
allowed to leave Iraq under the condition
that they renounce their citizenship;

Whereas, as result of past persecution, few
Jews remain in Iraq today, and many left
their possessions and treasured artifacts be-
hind;
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Whereas the Ba’ath regime confiscated
these artifacts, later dubbed the Iraqi Jewish
Archive, from synagogues and communal or-
ganizations;

Whereas, on May 6, 2003, members of the
United States Armed Forces discovered the
Iraqi Jewish Archive, which included 2,700
books and tens of thousands of documents, in
the heavily damaged and flooded basement
of the Mukhabarat (secret police) head-
quarters;

Whereas, under great urgency and before
adequate time could be dedicated to re-
searching the history of the Iraqi Jewish Ar-
chive, an agreement was signed between the
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion and the Coalition Provisional Authority
on August 20, 2003, stating that the Iraqi
Jewish Archive would be sent to the United
States for restoration and then would be
sent back to Iraq after completion;

Whereas, the Iraqi Jewish community is
the constituency of the Archive and is now
represented by the diaspora outside Iraq;

Whereas, the current Government of Iraq
has publicly acknowledged the importance of
the Archive and demonstrated a shared re-
spect for the wishes of the Iraqi Jewish dias-
pora by attending the December 2013 burial
of several Torah fragments from the Archive
in New York;

Whereas United States taxpayers have in-
vested $3,000,000 to restore the Iraqi Jewish
Archive, and the National Archives and
Records Administration has worked dili-
gently to preserve the artifacts;

Whereas the National Archives and
Records Administration is displaying the
Iraqi Jewish Archive in Washington, D.C.
from October 11, 2013, to January 5, 2014, and
in New York City from February 4, 2014, to
May 18, 2014; and

Whereas the Iraqi Embassy to the United
States has said that the Iraqi Jewish com-
munity, like other communities in Iraq,
played a key role in building the country,
shared in its prosperity, and also suffered
exile and forced departure because of tyr-
anny: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) strongly urges the Department of State
to renegotiate with the Government of Iraq
the provisions of the original agreement that
was signed between the National Archives
and Records Administration and the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority in order to en-
sure that the Iraqi Jewish Archive be kept in
a place where its long-term preservation and
care can be guaranteed;

(2) recognizes that the Iraqi Jewish Ar-
chive should be housed in a location that is
accessible to scholars and to Iraqi Jews and
their descendants who have a personal inter-
est in it;

(3) recognizes that the agreement between
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration and the Coalition Provisional Au-
thority was signed before knowing the com-
plete history of the Iraqi Jewish Archive;

(4) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to cultural property under inter-
national law; and

(5) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to ensuring justice for victims of eth-
nic and religious persecution.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 334—RECOG-
NIZING THE GOALS OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS WEEK AND HONORING
THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr.
JOHANNS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
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mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:
S. REs. 334

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States have received international acclaim
for academic excellence while providing stu-
dents with lessons that extend far beyond
the classroom;

Whereas Catholic schools present a broad
curriculum that emphasizes the lifelong de-
velopment of moral, intellectual, physical,
and social values in the young people of the
United States;

Whereas Catholic schools in the United
States today educate 2,001,740 students and
maintain a student-to-teacher ratio of 13 to
1

Whereas the faculty members of Catholic
schools teach a highly diverse body of stu-
dents;

Whereas the graduation rate for all Catho-
lic school is 99 percent;

Whereas 85 percent of Catholic high school
graduates go on to college;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
who are strongly dedicated to faith, values,
families, and communities by providing an
intellectually stimulating environment rich
in spiritual character and moral develop-
ment; and

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated: ‘“‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by
which the Church fulfills its commitment to
the dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore,
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the
many communities in which he lives.””: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the goals of Catholic Schools
Week, an event cosponsored by the National
Catholic Educational Association and the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops that recognizes the vital contribu-
tions of thousands of Catholic elementary
and secondary schools in the United States;
and

(2) commends Catholic schools, students,
parents, and teachers across the United
States for ongoing contributions to edu-
cation and for playing a vital role in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for the United States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 335—DESIG-

NATING JANUARY 2014 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL MENTORING MONTH”
Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.

ISAKSON, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
CARPER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. ScoTT, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COCHRAN,
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 335

Whereas the goals of National Mentoring
Month are to raise awareness of mentoring,
recruit individuals to volunteer as mentors,
and encourage organizations to engage and
integrate quality mentoring into their ef-
forts;

Whereas mentoring is a longstanding tradi-
tion in which a dependable, caring adult pro-
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vides guidance, support, and encouragement
to facilitate the social, emotional, and cog-
nitive development of a young person;

Whereas a mentor is a caring, consistent
presence who devotes time to a young person
to help that young person discover personal
strength and achieve their potential through
a structured and trusting relationship;

Whereas research on mentoring shows that
formal, high-quality mentoring programs fo-
cused on developing the competence and
character of mentees promote positive out-
comes, such as improved academic achieve-
ment, self-esteem, social skills, and career
development;

Whereas research shows that young people
who are matched with a caring adult
through a quality mentoring program are 46
percent less likely to use illegal drugs, 27
percent less likely to start drinking, 52 per-
cent less likely to skip school, 37 percent less
likely to skip class, and are more trusting of
their parents or guardians;

Whereas more than 5,000 mentoring pro-
grams in communities of all sizes across the
United States focus on building strong, effec-
tive relationships between mentors and
mentees;

Whereas approximately 3,000,000 young
people in the United States are in formal
mentoring relationships due to the remark-
able vigor, creativity, and resourcefulness of
the thousands of mentoring programs in
communities throughout the United States;

Whereas in spite of the progress made to
increase mentoring, the United States has a
serious ‘‘mentoring gap’’, with nearly
15,000,000 young people in need of mentors;

Whereas, in 2012, 399,546 children were in
foster care in the United States, many of
whom were without a mentor and 26,000 of
whom ‘‘aged out’ of foster care by reaching
adulthood without being placed in a perma-
nent home;

Whereas mentor programs that serve foster
children are unique and require additional
considerations, including specialized train-
ing and support necessary to provide for con-
sistent, meaningful, and long-term relation-
ships for children in foster care;

Whereas mentoring is a proven cost-effec-
tive investment;

Whereas for every dollar invested in men-
toring, there is a 3 dollar return to society;

Whereas mentoring partnerships between
the public and private sectors bring State
and local leaders together to support men-
toring programs by preventing duplication of
efforts, offering training in industry best
practices, and making the most of limited
resources to benefit young people in the
United States;

Whereas the designation of January 2014 as
“National Mentoring Month’ will call atten-
tion to the critical role mentors play in help-
ing young people realize their potential; and

Whereas a month-long celebration of men-
toring will encourage more individuals and
organizations, including schools, businesses,
nonprofit organizations, faith institutions,
and foundations, to become engaged in men-
toring and close the mentoring gap in the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of January 2014 as
‘““National Mentoring Month’’;

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of caring adults and
students who are already serving as mentors
and encourages more adults and students to
volunteer as mentors;

(3) supports the goals of mentoring to in-
crease educational achievement, reduce juve-
nile delinquency, and improve life outcomes
for mentees; and

(4) promotes the creation and expansion of
quality mentoring programs across the coun-
try to equip more young people with the
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