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By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. PRYOR,
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 2581. A bill to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to promulgate a
rule to require child safety packaging for lig-
uid nicotine containers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico:

S. 25682. A bill to establish a pilot program
to assist in expanding and diversifying the
business of small business concerns that rely
on amounts awarded for Federal contracts
and subcontracts; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
ROCKEFELLER):

S. 2583. A bill to promote the non-exclusive
use of electronic labeling for devices licensed
by the Federal Communications Commis-

sion; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.
By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.

PORTMAN, and Mr. WARNER):

S. 2584. A bill to amend the Carl D. Perkins
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006
to raise the quality of career and technical
education programs and to allow local eligi-
ble recipients to use funding to establish
high-quality career academics; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 2585. A bill to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to Iran to protect against
human rights abuses in Iran, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

KIRK (for himself and Mr.

By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):
S. 25686. A Dbill to establish a smart card

pilot program under the Medicare program;
to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. ALEXANDER:

S. 2587. A bill to amend the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 to protect and conserve
species and the lawful possession of certain
ivory in the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 25688. An original bill to improve cyberse-
curity in the United States through en-
hanced sharing of information about cyber-
security threats, and for other purposes;
from the Select Committee on Intelligence;
placed on the calendar.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BROWN, and
Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 2589. A bill to amend title 11, United
States Code, to improve protections for em-
ployees and retirees in business bank-
ruptcies; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
WALSH):

S. 2590. A bill to advance the purposes of
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Interpretive Center, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 2691. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
State and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to provide assistance to support the
rights of women and girls in developing
countries, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr.
BARRASSO0):

S. 2592. A bill to promote energy produc-
tion and security, and for other purposes; to
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the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.
By Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, and Mr. FLAKE):

S. 2593. A bill to amend the FLAME Act of
2009 to provide for additional wildfire sup-
pression activities, to provide for the con-
duct of certain forest treatment projects,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
TOOMEY):

S. 2594. A bill to redesignate the railroad
station located at 2955 Market Street in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, commonly
known as ‘“30th Street Station’, as the ‘“Wil-
liam H. Gray 30th Street Station’; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 2595. A bill to revise the authorized
route of the North Country National Scenic
Trail in northeastern Minnesota and to ex-
tend the trail into Vermont to connect with
the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. CORKER, Mr.

RUBIO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. HELLER, Mr.

INHOFE, Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. VITTER, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. SCOTT, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. CASEY, Mr. WICKER,

Mr. CoATS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. KAINE, Mr. LEE, and Mr.
BEGICH):

S. Res. 498. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding United States
support for the State of Israel as it defends
itself against unprovoked rocket attacks
from the Hamas terrorist organization; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MANCHIN:

S. Res. 499. A resolution congratulating the
American Motorcyclist Association on its
90th Anniversary; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MCCAIN,
and Mr. MURPHY):

S. Res. 500. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate with respect to enhanced
relations with the Republic of Moldova and
support for the Republic of Moldova’s terri-
torial integrity; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself, Mr. Bo0z-
MAN, and Mr. DONNELLY):

S. Con. Res. 39. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding sup-
port for voluntary, incentive-based, private
land conservation implemented through co-
operation with local soil and water conserva-
tion districts; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 517
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 517, a bill to pro-
mote consumer choice and wireless
competition by permitting consumers
to unlock mobile wireless devices, and
for other purposes.
. 577
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 577, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
the distribution of additional residency
positions, and for other purposes.
S. 632
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 632, a bill to amend the
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 to repeal a duplicative program re-
lating to inspection and grading of cat-
fish.
S. 908
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, the name of the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 908, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to improve the diagnosis and treat-

ment of Thereditary hemorrhagic
telangiectasia, and for other purposes.
S. 1249

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1249, a bill to rename the Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking of the
Department of State the Bureau to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in
Persons and to provide for an Assistant
Secretary to head such Bureau, and for
other purposes.

S. 1391

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1391, a bill to amend the Age Discrimi-
nation in Employment Act of 1967 and
other laws to clarify appropriate stand-
ards for Federal employment discrimi-
nation and retaliation claims, and for
other purposes.

S. 1507

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1507, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify the
treatment of general welfare benefits
provided by Indian tribes.

S. 1517

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 1517, a bill to
amend the Public Health Services Act
and the Social Security Act to extend
health information technology assist-
ance eligibility to behavioral health,
mental health, and substance abuse
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professionals and facilities,
other purposes.

and for

S. 1675
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1675, a bill to reduce re-
cidivism and increase public safety,
and for other purposes.
S. 1923
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1923, a bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to exempt from reg-
istration brokers performing services
in connection with the transfer of own-
ership of smaller privately held compa-
nies.
S. 2047
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2047, a bill to prohibit the marketing of
electronic cigarettes to children, and
for other purposes.
S. 2132
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2132, a bill to amend the In-
dian Tribal Energy Development and
Self-Determination Act of 2005, and for
other purposes.
S. 2231
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2231, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to provide an indi-
vidual with a mental health assess-
ment before the individual enlists in
the Armed Forces or is commissioned
as an officer in the Armed Forces, and
for other purposes.
S. 2250
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2250, a bill to extend
the Travel Promotion Act of 2009, and
for other purposes.
S. 2301
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) and the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2301, a bill to amend section 2259
of title 18, United States Code, and for
other purposes.
S. 2329
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2329, a bill to prevent Hezbollah
from gaining access to international fi-
nancial and other institutions, and for
other purposes.
S. 2363
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2363, a bill to protect and en-
hance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.
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S. 2395
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2395, a bill to repeal the
Authorization for Use of Military
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002.
S. 2406
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2406, a bill to amend title XII of the
Public Health Service Act to expand
the definition of trauma to include

thermal, electrical, chemical, radio-
active, and other extrinsic agents.
S. 2417

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2417, a bill to provide greater
controls and restriction on revolving
door lobbying.

S. 2449

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2449, a bill to reauthorize
certain provisions of the Public Health
Service Act relating to autism, and for
other purposes.

S. 2481

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2481, a bill to amend the
Small Business Act to provide author-
ity for sole source contracts for certain
small business concerns owned and
controlled by women, and for other
purposes.

S. 2538

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2538, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to revise and extend the
program for viral hepatitis surveil-
lance, education, and testing in order
to prevent deaths from chronic liver
disease and liver cancer, and for other
purposes.

S. 2545

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. FLAKE), the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. WALSH) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2545, a bill to
require the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to revoke bonuses paid to employ-
ees involved in electronic wait list ma-
nipulations, and for other purposes.

S. 2565

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2565, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to enhance the de-
pendent care tax credit, and for other
purposes.

S. 2578

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNSs) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as co-
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sponsors of S. 2578, a bill to ensure that
employers cannot interfere in their
employees’ birth control and other
health care decisions.

AMENDMENT NO. 3444

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3444 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3451

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3451 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3458

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3458 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3474

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3474 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3475

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3475 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3478

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3478 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO0) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3478 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 3480

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3480 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3501

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3501 intended to
be proposed to S. 2363, a bill to protect
and enhance opportunities for rec-
reational hunting, fishing, and shoot-
ing, and for other purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 3502
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3502 intended to be proposed to S. 2363,
a bill to protect and enhance opportu-
nities for recreational hunting, fishing,
and shooting, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3503
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3503 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3521
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3521 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2363, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. PRYOR, Mr. SCHUMER, and
Mr. BENNET):

S. 25681. A Dbill to require the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission to
promulgate a rule to require child safe-
ty packaging for liquid nicotine con-
tainers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, we all
recognize the danger that many haz-
ardous chemicals and over-the-counter
drugs pose to children. That’s why we
require child-resistant packaging for
these substances to prevent accidental
poisonings that could result in serious
injury or death.

Unfortunately, there is no child-re-
sistant packaging required for con-
centrated liquid nicotine, which can be
toxic if ingested or even absorbed
through skin in large amounts. Accord-
ing to the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, AAP, some small 15 mL bottles
of liquid nicotine contain as much as
540 mg of nicotine. At the estimated le-
thal dose range of nicotine, AAP notes
that this small bottle contains enough
nicotine to kill 4 small children. And
even a very small amount of the liquid
splashed on a child’s skin can make the
child very ill.

The American Association of Poison
Control Centers, AAPCC, reports that
local poison control centers had al-
ready received 1,571 calls between Jan-
uary 1 and May 31 of this year related
to liquid nicotine exposure. According
to some experts who study nicotine ex-
posure, it’s only a matter of time be-
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fore an accidental nicotine ingestion
results in death.

Today I am introducing the Child
Nicotine Poisoning Prevention Act
with Senators PRYOR, BENNET,
BLUMENTHAL, BOXER, BROWN, DURBIN,
HARKIN, MARKEY, MERKLEY, and SCHU-
MER to prevent these unnecessary trag-
edies. This common-sense legislation
gives the U.S. Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission, CPSC, authority and
direction to issue rules requiring safer,
child-resistant packaging for Iliquid
nicotine products within 1 year of pas-
sage.

The CPSC already requires child-re-
sistant packaging for many household
products, including over-the-counter
medicines and cleaning agents. These
rules have prevented countless injuries
and deaths to children. There is no rea-
son that bottles of liquid nicotine
should not also be required to have
child-resistant packaging as well.

I invite my colleagues to join us to
support the Child Nicotine Poisoning
Prevention Act. Working together, we
can take simple steps to prevent acci-
dental child nicotine poisonings.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that text of the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2581

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Child Nico-
tine Poisoning Prevention Act of 2014”.

SEC. 2. CHILD SAFETY PACKAGING FOR LIQUID
NICOTINE CONTAINERS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission.

(2) LIQUID NICOTINE CONTAINER.—The term
““liquid nicotine container’” means a con-
sumer product, as defined in section 3(a)(5) of
the Consumer Product Safety Act (156 U.S.C.
2052(a)(b)) notwithstanding subparagraph(B)
of such section, that consists of a container
that—

(A) has an opening that is accessible
through normal and reasonably foreseeable
use by a consumer; and

(B) is used to hold liquid containing nico-
tine in any concentration.

(3) NICOTINE.—The term ‘‘nicotine’’ means
any form of the chemical nicotine, including
any salt or complex, regardless of whether
the chemical is naturally or synthetically
derived.

(4) SPECIAL PACKAGING.—The term ‘‘special
packaging’ has the meaning given such term
in section 2 of the Poison Prevention Pack-
aging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471).

(b) REQUIRED USE OF SPECIAL PACKAGING
FOR LIQUID NICOTINE CONTAINERS.—

(1) RULEMAKING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
3(a)(5)(B) of the Consumer Product Safety
Act (15 U.S.C. 2052(a)(5)(B)) or section 2(f)(2)
of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act (15
U.S.C. 1261()(2)), not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall promulgate a rule requir-
ing special packaging for liquid nicotine con-
tainers.

(B) AMENDMENTS.—The Commission may
promulgate such amendments to the rule

July 10, 2014

promulgated under subparagraph (A) as the
Commission considers appropriate.

(2) EXPEDITED PROCESS.—The Commission
shall promulgate the rules under paragraph
(1) in accordance with section 553 of title 5,
United States Code.

(3) INAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN RULEMAKING
REQUIREMENTS.—The following provisions
shall not apply to a rulemaking under para-
graph (1):

(A) Sections 7 and 9 of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Act (156 U.S.C. 2056 and 2058).

(B) Section 3 of the Federal Hazardous
Substances Act (15 U.S.C. 1262).

(C) Subsections (b) and (c) of section 3 of
the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970
(15 U.S.C. 1472).

(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to limit or diminish
the authority of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to regulate the manufacture, mar-
keting, sale, or distribution of liquid nico-
tine, liquid nicotine containers, electronic
cigarettes, or similar products that contain
or dispense liquid nicotine.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, and Mr. WARNER):

S. 2584. A bill to amend the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 to raise the quality
of career and technical education pro-
grams and to allow local eligible re-
cipients to use funding to establish
high-quality career academics; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Educating To-
morrow’s Workforce Act of 2014. This is
a  bipartisan bill with  Senator
PORTMAN, who will follow me on the
floor today. Senator PORTMAN and I are
working together as cochairs of the
Senate Career and Technical Education
Caucus.

Let me first explain why career and
technical education is important to
me.

I grew up in a household in Kansas
City where my dad ran a union-orga-
nized ironworking shop. He was the
owner. Ironworkers and welders—in a
good year, eight employees; in a bad
year, five employees. My mother and
my brothers and I worked in my dad’s
shop, and I came to appreciate working
in that ironworking shop, the tremen-
dous craftsmanship and skill that went
into being an ironworker. That lesson
has stuck with me for the rest of my
life, and I really credit my dad with my
work ethic. In a manufacturing weld-
ing shop, you get up and you go to
work early because you want to get the
work done before it gets too hot in the
middle of the day.

I then had the experience in 1980 to
take a year off from Harvard Law
School and go to Honduras, where I was
the principal of the Instituto Tecnico
Loyola, which was a school that taught
kids to be welders and carpenters. I
was able to use the trades I had learned
in my dad’s shop, and what I saw in
Honduras was the same thing: that the
acquisition of skills—whether it be
welding or carpentry or other skills—is
a great path to life’s success.

But one thing I noticed about the
education system in my country—even
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