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Peter will be remembered with every
refreshing glass of clean water that
comes from the tap and every invig-
orating breath of fresh air.

He will never be forgotten.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

ARMY SPECIALIST RYAN J. GRADY

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I
wish to remember the life and sacrifice
of a remarkable young man, Army SPC
Ryan J. Grady. Ryan died July 1, 2010
in Bagram, Afghanistan, in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom due to in-
juries sustained when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his ve-
hicle.

Ryan was born May 30, 1985 in Mar-
ion, KS and later moved to Bristow,
OK. After graduating from Thunderbird
Military Academy in 2003, he joined the
Army as a combat engineer. He was
awarded a Purple Heart from shrapnel
wounds he received when his vehicle
struck an improvised explosive device
during his first deployment to Iraq in
20052006 in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

After returning home in 2006, he
joined the Vermont National Guard. In
2008 he transferred to the Oklahoma
National Guard and then returned to
the Vermont National Guard in 2009 be-
cause he heard the unit was deploying
to Afghanistan.

Ryan grew up in a military family,
with his father and brothers serving in
the Army as well. On the day of the in-
cident, Ryan shared a meal with his
brother, Kevin Grady, who was also de-
ployed to Afghanistan with the
Vermont National Guard.

Jim Grady, Jr. said Ryan’s size 6-
foot-4 and 240 pounds sometimes in-
timidated people, but said anyone who
met him quickly could tell he had a
warm heart. As a soldier, he would sign
off on notes with the words ‘‘saving the
world one mission at a time,” his
brother said.

At the grand opening of the Grady
Dining Facility on Bargram Airfield’s
Camp Warrior, acting director of the
Army National Guard, MG Raymond
Carpenter, said ‘‘Specialist Ryan Grady
represents to us what the modern Na-
tional Guard is. He joined the guard be-
cause he wanted to serve his country.”

Ryan was posthumously promoted
from private first class to specialist
and was laid to rest in Mount Pleasant
Cemetery in St. Johnsbury, VT.

Ryan is survived by his wife Heaven,
of Bristow, OK, his daughter Alexis, his
father SFC James A. Grady of West
Burke, VT, his mother Debbie Hudacek
of Bristow, OK, stepfather Tom
Hudacek of Bristow, OK, and his broth-
ers: Kevin Grady of St. Johnsbury, VT
and James Grady of Muskogee, OK.

Today we remember Army SPC Ryan
J. Grady, a young man who loved his
family and country, and gave his life as
a sacrifice for freedom.

SERGEANT CHARLES S. JIRTLE

Madam President, today I also wish
to remember the life and sacrifice of a
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remarkable young man, Army SGT
Charles S. Jirtle. Along with four other
soldiers, Scott died June 7, 2010 of inju-
ries he sustained from an improvised
explosive device in Dangam district of
Kunar Province, Afghanistan, in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Scott was born September 13, 1980 in
Lawton, OK and graduated from Mac-
Arthur High School. After graduating,
he served in the Navy Reserves in
Oklahoma City.

The son of an Active Duty Army
master sergeant, he enlisted in the
Army in 2007. After completing basic
training at Fort Benning, GA, he was
assigned to Company A, 2nd Battalion,
327th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division,
Fort Campbell, KY as an indirect fire
infantryman.

Scott, who served a tour in Iraq in
2007 and 2008, knew the impact the de-
ployments had on his family. His final
posting on Facebook read: ‘‘Savannah
is having a real problem with this de-
ployment, and I pray to God that He
will watch over her and my children.”

Pastor Trey Smart said Scott’s four
older brothers would recruit him when
they heard the ice cream truck coming
down the street. ““They always knew if
they sent Scott to ask Terry and Vir-
ginia for money, they wouldn’t turn
him down because he was the young-
est,” Smart said.

His parents said, ‘“‘Our son Charles
Scott Jirtle joined the Army because
he wanted to take care of his children.
He extended his enlistment for this de-
ployment, knowing that he was going
to a very hot spot.”

Those thanking Scott for his ulti-
mate sacrifice for the protection of
this great country say John 15:13 de-
scribes his selfless virtues perfectly:
“greater love hath not man than this,
that he lay down his life for his
friends.”

On June 16, 2010, the family held
church services at First Baptist Church
East in Lawton, OK.

He is survived by his wife Savannah,
daughters: Chelsie and Cheyenne, a son
Jordan, unborn son Charles Scott
Jirtle, Jr., stepdaughter Rylee Jo
Jirtle, parents, MSG (Retired) Terry L.
and Virginia Jirtle, Lawton, OK; 4
brothers: Joseph Elkins and wife
Tammy, James Jirtle, Kendall Jirtle
and wife Brandi, all of Lawton and
AME2 (AW) Anthony Jirtle, Oak Har-
bor, WA; stepbrother, Danny Henry and
wife Shauna; several nieces and neph-
ews: Ashley, Kayla, Starr, Alexis,
Skyler, Payton, Preston, Morgan,
Bryce and Kolby.

Today we remember Army SGT
Charles S. Jirtle, a young man who
loved his family and country, and gave
his life as a sacrifice for freedom.

SPECIALIST AUGUSTUS J. VICARI

Madam President, I now wish to pay
tribute to a true American hero, Army
SPC Augustus ‘“‘Augy” J. Vicari of Bro-
ken Arrow, OK who died on July 29th,
2011 serving our Nation in Paktia Prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Specialist Vicari
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was assigned to Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1lst Battalion,
179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, Oklahoma
Army National Guard.

Specialist Vicari died of injuries sus-
tained when his unit was attacked with
an improvised explosive device while
on patrol in the town of Janak Kheyl.
He was 22 years old.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
those in his family he left behind: his
wife Holly, parents Michael and Evelyn
Vicari, and siblings: Joseph, Michael,
Emily, and Mollie.

A native of Lowell, IN, Augy grad-
uated from Lowell High School in 2008.
After graduation, he and his wife then
moved to Broken Arrow to be close to
his father-in-law. Augy then enlisted in
the Oklahoma National Guard and at-
tended basic training and advanced in-
dividual training in 2009.

In addition to being a soldier, Augy
enjoyed working on cars and spending
time with family and friends. As evi-
dent by reading through some quotes
from family and friends, he consist-
ently impressed and touched the lives
of those he interacted with on a daily
basis:

John and Barb Slankard said ‘‘Augy’s
smile lit up every room he was in . . .
a truly amagzing person that was taken
far too soon. We thank him for his
courage and sacrifice and we are hon-
ored to have known him.”’

MG Myles Deering, the Oklahoma
National Guard Adjutant General said,
“This loss of life has shaken every
member of the Oklahoma National
Guard to their core. We have lost a
very brave man who once raised his
hand and took an oath to defend our
nation. He courageously gave every-
thing he had to ensure our freedom and
safety and his sacrifice will not be for-
gotten.”

SSG Kyle Wachtendorf of the Okla-
homa National Guard praised Augy by
saying, ‘“‘He was a OKklahoman who
chose to stand up and fight for what
was right. Chose to leave his family in
order to fight for others and made the
ultimate sacrifice for God and their
country.”

Reverend Tony Janik said ‘‘Augy
wanted to see the world. He wanted to
see justice in the world.”

U.S. Congressman PETER VISCLOSKY
from Indiana’s 1st District honored and
paid tribute to Augy on the floor of the
House of Representatives on September
7, 2011.

A true warrior, Augy died while par-
ticipating in a patrol in the town of
Janak Kheyl of Paktia Province on his
way back to the U.S. combat outpost
just barely over a month after arriving
in Afghanistan. This tough fight took
Augy from us prematurely, but make
no mistake; it is a fight we will win.
We must continue our unwavering sup-
port for the men and women protecting
our Nation and allies.

I extend our deepest gratitude and
condolences to Augy’s family and
friends. Augy lived a life of love for his
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wife and daughter, family, friends, and
country. He will be remembered for his
commitment to and belief in the great-
ness of our Nation. I am honored to pay
tribute to this true American hero who
volunteered to go into the fight and
made the ultimate sacrifice for our
protection and freedom.

———

NEWPORT, MAINE BICENTENNIAL

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
wish to commemorate the 200th anni-
versary of the Town of Newport, ME.
Newport was built with a spirit of de-
termination and resiliency that still
guides the community today, and this
bicentennial is a time to celebrate the
generations of hard-working and caring
people who have made it such a won-
derful place to live, work, and raise
families.

While this bicentennial marks New-
port’s incorporation, the year 1814 was
but one milestone in a long journey of
progress. For thousands of years, the
region was the hunting and fishing
grounds of the Abenaki, and the chain
of lakes and streams formed their high-
way between the mighty Kennebec and
Penobscot Rivers. The very name of
the town a translation of Sebasticook,
the Abenaki word for portage is evi-
dence of the friendship between the
first white settlers and the Native
Americans.

The settlers were drawn by fertile
soil, vast forests, and fast-moving
waters, which they turned into produc-
tive farms and busy lumber mills that
were soon followed by blacksmiths,
leather manufacturing, textiles, and
other endeavors vital to Maine’s devel-
opment. The wealth produced by the
land, and by hard work and determina-
tion, was invested in schools and
churches to create a true community.
In the decades that followed, Newport
became a center of industry and inno-
vation with such remarkable endeavors
as silk production, condensed milk
manufacturing, and the fabrication of
what were considered the finest car-
riages in Maine.

Today, the people of Newport con-
tinue to build. Their strong environ-
mental ethic has helped make
Sebasticook Lake a favorite recreation
destination for residents and visitors.
The Newport Industrial Center offers a
home to new or expanding businesses,
and the Newport Cultural Center con-
tributes to a vibrant downtown.

A quality that runs through New-
port’s history is courage, best dem-
onstrated by the memorial the town
dedicated 3 years ago to SGT Donald
Skidgel, who was awarded the Medal of
Honor for giving his life to save the
lives of his fellow soldiers in Vietnam.
From the Civil War to the conflicts of
our time, the names of some 500 patri-
ots from Newport who have served our
Nation with honor and defended our
freedom with valor are inscribed on the
Veterans Memorial.

This 200th anniversary is not just
about something that is measured in
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calendar years. It is about human ac-
complishment, an occasion to celebrate
the people who for more than two cen-
turies have pulled together, cared for
one another, and built a community.
Thanks to those who came before, New-
port has a wonderful history. Thanks
to those who are there today, it has a
bright future.

———
JUSTICE FROM SERBIA

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, 15
years ago this week three American
citizens—the brothers Ylli, Agron and
Mehmet Bytyqi—were transferred from
a prison to an Interior Ministry camp
in Eastern Serbia. At that camp, they
were executed and buried in a mass
grave with dozens of Albanians from
Kosovo.

Today, I again call upon the Serbian
authorities to bring those responsible
for these murders to justice. Belgrade
has given us assurances in recent years
that action will be taken, but no clear
steps have actually been taken to ap-
prehend and prosecute those known to
have been in command of the camp or
the forces operating there.

The three Bytyaqi brothers went to
Kosovo in 1999, a time of conflict and
NATO intervention. Well after an
agreed cessation of hostilities in early
June, the brothers escorted an ethnic
Romani family from Kosovo to terri-
tory still under Serbian control, where
that family would be safer. Serbian au-
thorities apprehended the brothers as
they were undertaking this humani-
tarian task and held them in jail for 15
days for illegal entry. When time came
for their release, they were instead
turned over to a special operations unit
of the Serbian Interior Ministry, trans-
ported to the camp and brutally exe-
cuted. There was no due process, ho
trial, and no opportunity for the broth-
ers to defend themselves. There was
nothing but the cold-blooded murder of
three American citizen brothers.

Serbia today is not the Serbia of 15
years ago. The people of Serbia ousted
the undemocratic and extreme nation-
alist regime of Slobodan Milosevic in
2000, and the country has since made a
steady, if at times difficult, transition
to democracy and the rule of law. In
2014, Serbia began accession talks to
join the European Union, and in 2015 it
will chair the OSCE, a European orga-
nization which promotes democratic
norms and human rights.

I applaud Serbia on its progress and I
support its integration into Europe,
but I cannot overlook the continued
and contrasting absence of justice in
the Bytyaqi case. The new government
of Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic
has pledged to act. It must now gen-
erate the political will to act. The pro-
tection of those responsible for this
crime can no longer be tolerated.

The surviving Bytyqi family deserves
to see justice. Serbia itself will put a
dark past behind it by providing this
justice. Serbian-American relations
and Serbia’s OSCE chairmanship will
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be enhanced by providing justice. It is
time for those responsible for the
Bytyai brother murders to lose their
protection and to answer for the crimes
they committed 15 years ago.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

PORT LIONS, ALASKA

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President, I rise
today to recognize the residents of
Port Lions, AK as they celebrate the
golden anniversary of the founding of
their community.

Port Lions was founded after the tsu-
nami caused by the 1964 Good Friday
earthquake destroyed settlements on
Afognak and Raspberry Islands. Resi-
dents of Port Lions began moving into
the village in December, after receiv-
ing incredible support from the Lions
Club to build anew. Over the years,
Port Lions has become a community
with a strong sense of pride in family,
friendship, and the kind of resilience
that characterizes Alaskans.

This year the city of Port Lions and
the Native village of Port Lions have
organized events to celebrate their 50-
year history. They have honored the
neighbors and relatives lost in 1964,
celebrated the community they helped
to build, and fostered their vision for
even more growth and prosperity in the
future.

I would like to thank the residents of
Port Lions for their persistence, resil-
ience, and determination in the face of
difficult obstacles. Their lives are tes-
timony to the strong spirit of Alaska.
I am honored to have the opportunity
to share in the commemoration of
their golden anniversary.e

———

BREMER COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
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