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medical needs; choosing to remain behind
until the last man departed. His extraor-
dinary efforts under direct, immediate dan-
ger to his own life resulted in saving four
American lives, one Host Nation civilian and
returning four Soldiers killed in action to
their families. By his gallantry and devotion
to duty, Sergeant Sparks has reflected great
credit upon himself and the United States
Air Force.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

REMEMBERING HOWARD BAKER

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
rise to speak about the missing girls
from Nigeria who on the 73rd day are
still held in captivity. But before I do,
as a Senator I would like to express my
sorrow to hear about the passing of one
of the great Senators, Howard Baker of
Tennessee.

Many Senators will come to the floor
to extol what a great Senator he was,
what a great leader he was. I also want
to take a moment to express my sym-
pathy to his widow, another Senator,
Senator Nancy Kassebaum. When I
came to the Senate, there was only one
other woman, and that was Senator
Nancy Kassebaum, then representing
the great State of Kansas. She was a
great friend to me. We served on the
HELP Committee. We worked together
over many years. Then Senator Kasse-
baum retired.

She thought she was going back to
Kansas, but she found herself in the
arms of Howard Baker. We watched a
love story unfold that was so endearing
to many of us. Senator Ted Kennedy
and I were invited to the wedding of
Howard Baker and Nancy Kassebaum.
After the vows there was a beautiful
reception and they played the music.
Howard and Nancy twirled and whirled
around the floor. Then they turned to
the crowd. Ted Kennedy and I rushed
out. I grabbed Howard, he grabbed
Nancy, and we did the bipartisan
boogie through the night.

Those were the days that one remem-
bers. That is the kind of spirit the Sen-
ate had. That is the kind of spirit that
Senator Howard Baker had—that you
could argue, you could debate, and so
on, but deep down the Senate should be
the saucer that cools irrational pas-
sions of the time. He was a great lead-
er. He created this atmosphere of being
able to come together and solve prob-
lems. So whether it was on the Senate
floor or whether it was on the dance
floor, he really spoke about the need
for Dbipartisanship. Senator Nancy
Kassebaum Baker is exactly the same
way.

So remembering with such fondness,
we want to express our condolences
about him and certainly to her as just
one woman to another.

NIGERIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN

I also come to the floor today to talk
about another sadness, the sadness
about the fact that the Nigerian school
girls who were abducted by Boko
Haram continue to be held in captivity.
I come to the floor to say that just be-
cause it is not in the headline does not
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mean that these girls are not still in
danger for what has happened to them.

We need to continue to speak up and
speak out. That is not to minimize
Iraq. That is not to minimize Iran.
This is not to minimize all of the other
problems facing the world. But we all
had Web sites and hashtags and so on
saying: Bring our girls back home. I
am here today saying to Boko Haram:
We have not forgotten. We are proud
that our President sent 80 troops to
Chad to assist in the effort to locate
these kidnapped girls.

We understand that there continues
to be the search effort. We do not want
it to be a recovery effort. We need it to
be a rescue effort. These girls were kid-
napped. It is despicable. It is unaccept-
able. They are threatening to sell these
girls into trafficking. Now after hold-
ing them for 73 days, I have no idea
what they have had to endure.

It goes on. They are continuing to
kidnap children. They are kidnapping
girls, some as young as 3 and 4. That
was the other day. They are also kid-
napping little boys. What kind of orga-
nization is this? Now, in response to
the violence there, I know we, the
women of the Senate, signed a letter to
President Obama asking for inter-
national sanctions against Boko
Haram, and that they be added to the
U.N. Al Qaeda sanctions list. The
United Nations actually acted. They
actually acted promptly. So now they
are on the terrorist list. We need to
take all of the appropriate actions that
support the sanctions that go with it.

I am hopeful we can find these girls.
But we cannot stop our advocacy for
them, for close to 100 girls, and now for
the new children that have been kid-
napped—boys as well as girls.

We need to be able to take all nec-
essary international steps that are
legal to be able to rescue them and
bring them home. Now this terrible,
terrible situation has also generated
the conversation about the education
of children around the world, particu-
larly girls. For some reason, there are
those around the world who do not
want to see girls get a basic education.
Malala, who wrote her book about it,
took a bullet wound in her brain be-
cause she wanted to go to school, be-
cause she wanted to learn to read. As
she said: One child, one book at a time,
we can change the world.

We have put money in the Federal
checkbook in foreign ops to really help
with the education of the children
around the world. Right now there are
62 million girls throughout the world
who are not in school. They are not in
school for two reasons. They are not in
school because of the lack of capacity,
like books and teachers, and they are
not in school because of the bigotry
against them.

We need to do something. I know
that we are moving towards a vote. I
say to Boko Haram: Let these girls go.
Let’s bring them back home. I say for
those who are searching for them: Do
not lose heart. We have got to deal
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with that. But we also have to come to
grips with the fact that we cannot let
millions of girls around the world not
have access to education. Education is
as important as water. We need water
to live. You need education to make a
life for yourself.

We look forward to working with our
colleagues across the aisle. We hope to
move the foreign ops bill that has
money in the Federal checkbook to do
this. When we return from the break I
will have more to say. I hope it will be:
Thank God we found them and we
brought them back to their mothers
and fathers.

Millions of these girls who fight for
their right to attend school are risking
their lives. Facing harassment,
threats, and even violence to get an
education and have the opportunity to
thrive and succeed.

Additionally girls who are in school
often do not have access to adequate
supplies needed to do their work, lack
basic bathroom facilities, and that pro-
vide them security and safety.

They lack trained teachers and ade-
quate learning environments.

This is unacceptable. We must make
a real effort to address this far-reach-
ing global crisis.

This kidnapping of the Nigerian
school girls also illustrates the horri-
fying reality of human trafficking.

Over 20 million people throughout
the world are victims of human traf-
ficking.

This is something that we cannot ac-
cept.

The U.S. Government is committed
to addressing this problem.

I am happy that the State Depart-
ment has announced that USAID will
be launching a new program called
“Let Girls Learn’’.

“Let Girls Learn’” provides $231.6
million for new programs to support
primary and secondary education and
safe learning:

In Nigeria, Afghanistan,
Sudan, Jordan, and Guatemala.

Making sure that girls receive an
education needs to be a priority for all
of us.

When girls are educated their fami-
lies and communities are better off.

Girls who receive basic education are
three times less likely to contract HIV.

Education helps women increase
their income, allowing them to better
support their families and contribute
to their nation’s economy and overall
success.

The United States must continue to
be a leader in the fight to make sure
girls across the world are able to re-
ceive an education in a safe environ-
ment.

I also call on all nations to make this
a priority and to put their words of
support into action, and for govern-
ments around the world to make every
effort to ensure that children can re-
ceive an education in a safe environ-
ment.

Education is a basic human right
that should not be deprived regardless
of where you live or where you come
from.

South
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Making sure that all boys and girls
have access to basic education is some-
thing I have always fought for and
something I will continue to fight for.

NOMINATION OF STUART E.
JONES, A CAREER MEMBER OF
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE,
CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER, TO
BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF
IRAQ

NOMINATION OF ROBERT STEPHEN
BEECROFT, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

NOMINATION OF KAREN DYNAN TO
BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF THE TREASURY

NOMINATION OF ESTHER
PUAKELA KIA‘AINA TO BE AN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR

NOMINATION OF VINCENT G.
LOGAN TO BE SPECIAL TRUST-
EE, OFFICE OF SPECIAL TRUST-
EE FOR AMERICAN INDIANS, DE-
PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NOMINATION OF JO EMILY
HANDELSMAN TO BE AN ASSO-
CIATE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
POLICY

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nominations, which the clerk
will report.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nominations of Stuart E. Jones, of Vir-
ginia, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Career Min-
ister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the TUnited
States of America to the Republic of
Iraq; Robert Stephen Beecroft, of Cali-
fornia, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Arab
Republic of Hgypt; Karen Dynan, of
Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury; Esther Puakela
Kia‘aina, of Hawaii, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Interior; Vincent G.
Logan, of New York, to be Special
Trustee, Office of Special Trustee for
American Indians, Department of the
Interior; and Jo Emily Handelsman, of
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Connecticut, to be an Associate Direc-
tor of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy.

VOTE ON JONES NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 2 minutes of debate equally
divided prior to a vote on the Jones
nomination.

Mr. CORKER. I yield back all time.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. I yield back all
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Stuart E. Jones, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Career Minister, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Iraq?

Mr. CORKER. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) and
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. UDALL)
are necessarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BURR), the Senator from OKklahoma
(Mr. COBURN), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN), and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 93,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 216 Ex.]

YEAS—93
Ayotte Grassley Murphy
Baldwin Hagan Murray
Barrasso Harkin Nelson
Bennet Hatch Paul
Blumenthal Heinrich Portman
Blunt Heitkamp Pryor
Booker Heller Reed
Boozman Hirono Reid
Boxer Hoeven Risch
Brown Inhofe Roberts
Cantwell Isakson Rockefeller
Cardin Johanns Rubio
Carper Johnson (SD) Sanders
Casey Johnson (WI) Schatz
Chambliss Kaine Schumer
Coats King Scott
Collins Kirk Sessions
Coons Klobuchar Shaheen
Corker Landrieu Shelby
Cornyn Leahy Stabenow
Crapo Lee Tester
Cruz Levin Thune
Donnelly Manchin Toomey
Durbin Markey Udall (NM)
Enzi McCain Vitter
Feinstein McCaskill Walsh
Fischer McConnell Warner
Flake Menendez Warren
Franken Merkley Whitehouse
Gillibrand Mikulski Wicker
Graham Murkowski Wyden
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Alexander Coburn Udall (CO)
Begich Cochran
Burr Moran

The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON BEECROFT NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate on the Beecroft nomina-
tion.

Mr. REID. I yield back the time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. All time is
yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Robert Stephen Beecroft, of California,
a Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Arab Republic of
Egypt?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON DYNAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 2 minutes of debate prior to
a vote on the Dynan nomination.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the time be yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. All time is
yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Karen Dynan, of Maryland, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Treasury?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON KIA‘AINA NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate prior to a vote on the
Kia‘aina nomination.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the time be yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. All time is
yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Esther Puakela Kia‘aina, of Hawaii, to
be an Assistant Secretary of the Inte-
rior?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON LOGAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate prior to a vote on the
Logan nomination.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the time be yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. All time is
yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Vincent G. Logan, of New York, to be
Special Trustee, Office of Special
Trustee for American Indians, Depart-
ment of the Interior?

The nomination was confirmed.

VOTE ON HANDELSMAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate prior to the vote on the
Handelsman nomination.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the time be yielded back.
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