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its Distinguished Service Award to our
colleague, Senator JIM INHOFE.

Since 1978, NERO has recognized in a
nonpartisan manner outstanding
achievements in the energy field, par-
ticularly in the areas of public aware-
ness regarding energy development and
use. In addition to working for 30 years
in the private sector, JIM is the past
mayor of Tulsa, U.S. Congressman, and
has represented the State of Oklahoma
in the U.S. Senate since 1994.

Senator INHOFE was recognized for
his service as the lead Republican on
the Senate Environment & Public
Works Committee for 10 years, 4 of
those years as its chairman. He has
been a strong proponent of Oklahoma’s
energy resources and truly believes in
an ‘“‘all of the above” approach to
American energy. Through his work on
both of his committees, he has dem-
onstrated that energy independence is
not just an economic issue but a na-
tional security issue.

Senator INHOFE is well respected in
the Senate on energy issues, and he has
been in the forefront of every energy
and environmental issue in the Senate
for the last 20 years.

All of us know of Senator INHOFE’S
dedication to this Nation, his faith,
and to a strong energy production. We
also know of his giving spirit and his
heart for Africa. We are amazed at all
he accomplishes. Every day he gives
his total and relentless effort towards
making America a better place.

I wanted to share this good news with
our colleagues.

FOREIGN DUMPING

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Madam President,
I wish to speak about the importance
of a level playing field for Minnesotan
miners and American steel. My State’s
iron ore mines and the thousands of
Minnesota jobs they support are the
backbone of the Iron Range. It started
in the days when miners like my
grandfather worked in the underground
mines with picks and shovels and con-
tinues today in open-pit mines with
giant electric shovels and haul trucks.

Through the generations, these Min-
nesotans have earned a reputation for
possessing a strong work ethic. They
have proven that our miners on the
range can compete with anybody in the
world on a level playing field. Unfortu-
nately, that fairness is being com-
promised by foreign trading practices
that are putting steelworker jobs in
jeopardy.

The U.S. Department of Commerce is
currently investigating the trading
practices of countries that are dumping
steel products in the U.S. market. This
flood of foreign oil country tubular—
OCTG—goods is causing our Nation’s
steel industry to lose sales and market
to underpriced foreign competitors. An
example is South Korea, which is the
world’s largest steel industry but has
no domestic OCTG market. The result
is Korean producers exporting more to
the United States, creating a drop in
the price of steel.
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While the U.S. demand for OCTG
products is increasing, American pro-
ducers are not seeing the benefits. In
fact, they are losing sales to foreign
competitors, with imports of OCTG
doubling since 2008 and increased by 61
percent this year compared to the pre-
vious year. This is already having an
impact in American facilities with re-
duced hours and the threat of layoffs
for workers.

Dumping of steel products has na-
tionwide economic implications. The
OCTG steel produced for the U.S. en-
ergy market accounts for approxi-
mately 10 percent of domestic steel
production. U.S. OCTG producers di-
rectly employ nearly 8,000 workers
across the country, and every one of
those jobs in turn supports another 7
jobs in the supply chain. Here in Min-
nesota, where the steelmaking process
begins, there are more than 10,000 high-
quality, steel-related jobs.

That is why I recently joined 58 of
my colleagues in sending a bipartisan
letter to the Secretary of Commerce
expressing concern at the antidumping
investigation of OCTG imports from
South Korea. The letter asks the ad-
ministration to more closely examine
these imports for any misrepresenta-
tions in origin and nature of the prod-
ucts and to take action against any un-
fair dumping practices.

We all know our industries need to be
competitive—but they also need to be
competing on fair terms. It is critical
that our trade laws serve as the last
line of defense for American companies
and workers. I will continue fighting to
ensure that we have a level playing
field for this Minnesota industry vital
to the economic prosperity of our
State.

————

PENNSYLVANIA’S ACA
MARKETPLACE

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I wish
to speak about encouraging news from
Pennsylvania. A June 17 article from
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette details
how Pennsylvania’s health insurance
marketplace, established through the
Affordable Care Act, is working as in-
tended for enrollees. I would like to
enter this article into the RECORD as
evidence of how the Affordable Care
Act is expanding access to health in-
surance, in Pennsylvania and through-
out our Nation. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the full text of the article be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 17,
2014]
PA. HEALTH MARKETPLACE ‘WORKING’ FOR
ENROLLEES
68% HAD PREMIUMS OF $100 OR LESS: REPORT
(By Steve Twedt)

Pennsylvanians who selected midrange
coverage ‘‘silver” plans in the new private
health insurance marketplace created as
part of the federal Affordable Care Act paid
an average monthly premium of $60 with tax
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credits, according to a new report by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

Overall for all four plans—bronze, silver,
gold and platinum—68 percent of enrollees
had premiums of $100 or less after factoring
in tax credits and 47 percent found plans
with premiums of $560 a month or less, the re-
port said.

“What we’re finding is that the market-
place is working for Pennsylvanians,” said
HHS Secretary Sylvia Burwell in a release.
“‘Consumers have more choices, and they're
paying less for their premiums.”’

More than 300,000 Pennsylvanians have
signed up for a marketplace health plan
since enrollment began Oct. 1. Nationally,
the number of enrollees has surpassed 8 mil-
lion who HHS says have collectively saved
nearly $1.2 billion in premiums from what in-
surers had originally sought.

The exchanges are an integral part of the
2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, designed to give people, and particu-
larly the uninsured, access to low-cost
health insurance.

The tax credits for lower income enrollees
are a major factor in plan affordability, as
the HHS report said; Pennsylvanians who
were eligible for tax credits saw their month-
ly premiums decrease by T4 percent, from
$330 to $84.

Information about the tax credits, includ-
ing eligibility requirements, can be found at
the IRS website: www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/
Questions-and-Answers-on-the-Premium-
Tax-Credit.

———

LITTLE LEAGUE INTERNATIONAL
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. TOOMEY. Madam President, I
wish to recognize Little League Inter-
national on its 75th anniversary. Little
League International was founded in
Williamsport, PA, in 1939 by Carl Stotz
as a means for area youth to learn the
sport at a time when they were consid-
ered too young to play organized base-
ball. The basic goal of Little League
was, and remains, to introduce children
to a game that teaches its set of val-
ues, including courage, character and
loyalty, that will guide them through-
out their lives. Congress recognized the
valuable role Little League has played
in America’s communities when it
unanimously granted Little League a
Federal charter on July 16, 1964. That
charter was signed into law by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson the very next

day.
Over the course of its 75 years, Little
League Baseball has become the

world’s largest organized youth sports
program, growing from 3 teams in 1939
to nearly 200,000 teams located in all 50
States and more than 80 countries
worldwide. Each year, more than 2.4
million children participate in Little
League Baseball in various divisions,
including baseball, softball, and a chal-
lenger division for physically and de-
velopmentally challenged children.
Some notable Little League alumni in-
clude former U.S. President George W.
Bush, two Vice Presidents, numerous
U.S. Senators and Representatives, two
Nobel Prize laureates, and a Medal of
Honor recipient. Also, several profes-
sional athletes and Hall of Fame base-
ball players began their journey in Lit-
tle League. In keeping with the tradi-
tion of our national pastime, thousands
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of games are played throughout the
summer months at various levels of
competition. These events bring to-
gether children from the international
community and foster principles that
transcend cultural or regional dif-
ferences.

Since the very first game was played
on June 6, 1939, Little League Inter-
national has made an invaluable con-
tribution to the lives of millions of
children across the globe. I wish Little
League International all the best as it
continues to grow and fulfill its mis-
sion by laying a strong foundation for
today’s youth.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRAULATING SOUTHEAST
ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President, I
wish to pay tribute to the hard work of
the students and faculty of the South-
east Island School District, their local
community members, and their Super-
intendent, Lauren Busch.

In response to high food costs, the
school district sought funding and
community support to build green-
houses for students at each of its four
schools: Thorne Bay, Coffman Cove,
Naukati, and Barry Stewart. Students
and community members found fund-
ing, purchased and constructed green-
houses and are now using locally
sourced biomass to heat them.

While building a few greenhouses
may not sound like much to those in
the lower 48, things are different in
Alaska. High transportation costs,
high energy costs, the lack of access to
raw materials, and sometimes severe
weather all combine to make for a high
cost of living. This makes this district-
wide greenhouse project a tremendous
achievement.

A central part of my job is to explain
how different Alaska is to my col-
leagues here and to help them under-
stand these high costs our Alaska com-
munities face. These are the central
challenges of our State and, in one
project, have been smartly and cre-
atively addressed through the South-
east Island School District greenhouse
program. In addition, the program also
teaches students many other valuable
skills, including entrepreneurship.

I am proud to congratulate these
hard-working and resourceful Alaskans
and I wish them continued success.®

——————
VAN BUREN COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
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ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. 1 take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Van Buren County to build
a legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $13 million to
the local economy.

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together is the success
that the Van Buren County Hospital
has had in securing funds for wellness
activities and facilities expansions
through programs I fought for as chair
of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

Among the highlights:

Main Street Iowa: One of the greatest
challenges we face—in Iowa and all
across America—is preserving the char-
acter and vitality of our small towns
and rural communities. This isn’t just
about economics. It is also about main-
taining our identity as Iowans. Main
Street Iowa helps preserve Iowa’s heart
and soul by providing funds to revi-
talize downtown business districts.
This program has allowed towns like
Bonaparte to use that money to lever-
age other investments to jumpstart
change and renewal. I am so pleased
that Van Buren County has earned
$65,000 through this program. These
grants build much more than buildings.
They build up the spirit and morale of
people in our small towns and local
communities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
yvears, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
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mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Van
Buren County has received $2,722,823 in
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in
Van Buren County have received funds
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools
for technology totaling $144,729.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Van Buren County has re-
ceived more than $5 million from a va-
riety of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Van Buren County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $2,000,000 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Wellness and health care: Improving
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been
passionate about for decades. That is
why I fought to dramatically increase
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole
range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am pleased that Van
Buren County has recognized this im-
portant issue by securing more than
$350,000 in grants for community
wellness activities.

Disability Rights: Growing up, 1
loved and admired my brother Frank,
who was deaf. However, I was deeply
disturbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I
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