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TRUST GAP

Mr. COATS. Madam President, I just
returned a couple of hours ago to
Washington from Indiana, and over the
last several months, as I have been vis-
iting and talking to Hoosiers, I have
continued to hear concerns about—and
I am concerned, frankly—this widening
trust deficit between the American
people—at least the people I represent,
and I think I can say pretty much
across this country—and Washington.
The American people lack confidence
in Washington, confidence that they
are getting the straight story, the hard
truth. Not a lot of good things over the
past several months have come out of
either this body or a number of Wash-
ington agencies.

This trust gap is ever widening as we
have kind of careened from scandal to
scandal, incident to incident, broken
promises made by top officials, false
statements being made, the latest of
which is now this resurrection again of
the IRS scandal.

Let me say this: It has been said that
no agency in Washington is less for-
giving than the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. No agency in Washington has more
power over the American people than
the Internal Revenue Service. If there
is an agency that needs to be apolitical
and to not engage in anything that
could even be deemed political, it is
the IRS, given the power they have to
destroy your reputation, destroy your
finances, and destroy your business.

The way they work is they determine
you are in violation, in a sense revers-
ing what is sacrosanct in America; that
is, you are innocent until proven
guilty, but under the IRS, you are
guilty until proven innocent. You have
to hire lawyers and accountants and sit
down with them to prove you are not
violating their rules. That is upside
down.

One of the founding principles which
sets the United States apart from other
nations and makes us exceptional is
the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. Under the First Amendment,
Americans are constitutionally guar-
anteed the right to organize around the
issues and values they believe in and
the right to disagree with their govern-
ment. We look around the world and
see that is not the case in very many
places. But in America, that cherished
right to take a position opposite our
government—to protest, to organize,
and to seek changes as a result of that
organization—this liberty is part of
what energizes and fuels the very spirit
of America and everything we stand
for.

So when a so-called independent
agency of the Federal Government at-
tacks average American citizens for ex-
pressing their beliefs, a fundamental
trust is broken and it is very hard to
repair. Again, no agency has perhaps
more intimidating power over Amer-
ican citizens than the Internal Revenue
Service.

We owe it to the American taxpayers
to reveal the truth—the full truth—of
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what has happened at the IRS and re-
pair the damage of this agency’s reck-
less actions in regard to those who
have organized for political purposes,
to protest, to assert their First Amend-
ment rights, to follow the law and ex-
ercise those First Amendment rights,
without having an agency of the gov-
ernment targeting them and intruding
on what they are trying to do.

It is clear now that in 2010 the IRS
targeted conservative groups—includ-
ing one in my home State—for extra
scrutiny based on political leanings.
The agency displayed a stunning abuse
of power and complete disregard of our
Constitution in taking this action.

Lois Lerner, the former Director of
the IRS’s Exempt Organizations Unit
and the official at the center of this on-
going congressional investigation, re-
fuses to testify before Congress on the
advice of her attorney. Yes, she has the
right to plead the Fifth Amendment to
not answer questions, but we are get-
ting stonewalled by the IRS in getting
to the bottom of this and determining
what kind of abuse has taken place
against the American people. We are
trying to reach the truth, but we are
being denied that opportunity to reach
the truth because those who know the
truth refuse to testify under subpoena
from the Congress.

Last Friday my House colleagues
heard testimony from IRS Commis-
sioner John Koskinen about missing
emails from Lerner and six of her IRS
subordinates.

Now, isn’t this a coincidence? We
know the IRS has been targeting
groups, attacking their First Amend-
ment rights, and the House oversight
committee is seeking to find out
whether this happened. The IRS is de-
nying it, but Lois Lerner refuses to tes-
tify.

IRS Commissioner Koskinen comes
in and says this is not true. OK. Let’s
prove it.

The IRS asks taxpayers to prove they
didn’t violate their rights under the
IRS rules, but when we ask the IRS:
Can you prove whether what you are
saying is the truth, that you were not
targeting these organizations, they
claim they lost the evidence. They say
the server crashed and all the emails
we could trace back to determine the
truth of this are lost. They are all
gone.

The American people know that you
can get into hard drives and find out
everything ever put in there. Isn’t it
strange that only the IRS determined
that, well, this whole thing crashed, so
let’s get rid of the hard drives.

Now, thousands of emails that could
have led to a trace and allowed us to
find the truth, disappeared. What a co-
incidence.

Do we think the American people buy
this story? It would be laughable if it
wasn’t so serious. To claim that 2
years’ worth of emails were com-
pletely, inadvertently lost is laughable
on its face.

So no emails, no backups, a crashed
server, assertions made long after
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Members of Congress requested the in-
formation demonstrates at best a trou-
bling lack of transparency and poten-
tially criminal negligence. After all,
the IRS is required to archive these
emails by law.

But let’s put this in perspective. The
very organization that expects busy,
hard-working Americans to maintain
meticulous financial records and com-
plete extensive, confusing tax forms
each year can’t find 2 years’ worth of
emails sent by its own employees. Even
though we live in a day and age where
virtually nothing ever disappears from
the Internet, the IRS wants us to be-
lieve these emails are lost for good—
and maybe they are if they took all the
steps they have taken.

So to echo the comments of my col-
league chairman PAUL RYAN: The IRS
owes every American taxpayer an apol-
ogy.

But an apology is not enough. We
need answers and we need to find the
truth. When this scandal first surfaced,
the President promised Americans that
he would ‘“‘work hand-in-hand with
Congress to get this thing fixed.”” That
is a quote, ‘I will work hand in hand
with Congress to get this thing fixed.”

So how are they fixing it? They are
sending the employees who were en-
gaged and involved in this, and they
basically either take the Fifth Amend-
ment, saying they will not answer the
questions, or they say: Gee. We lost all
this stuff. I am sorry. Each of our six
hard drives collapsed, and therefore we
can’t retrieve any Kkind of evidence
that would prove where they are.

I am not a big fan of special prosecu-
tors. I think giving them that power
has not always proven to be the best
way to get to the bottom of something,
but in certain cases where there is such
clear evidence that the truth is being
withheld and evidence that could lead
us to a conclusion is potentially being
destroyed—I think that is the only way
we are going to get to the bottom of
this.

We need to start restoring the trust
of the American people in their govern-
ment agencies and in their govern-
ment. Until we get to the bottom of
this, this widening trust gap is going to
continue.

Appointing an independent investi-
gator would allow us access to Federal
computer records to determine whether
copies of these missing emails can be
found on the government IT network.
Perhaps they have scrubbed them in a
way that it will not happen, but at
least it would allow us an independent
assessment of what is going on.

We can work to restore trust, but
doing so will require answers and hon-
esty from the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, which we are not getting.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

e —
RETIREMENT OF COLONEL
MICHAEL COLBURN

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, next
month Col. Michael Colburn, who is the
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director of the U.S. Marine Band, will
retire after nearly 30 years with this
history-rich and venerated organiza-
tion.

We like the Marine Band, of course.
My son is a Marine. But it is especially
nice because Colonel Colburn is a na-
tive Vermonter, and his appreciation
for the band, known worldwide as ‘‘The
President’s Own,” began decades ago
when the then-12-year-old euphonium-
playing St. Albans native met a prin-
cipal in the band while at summer band
camp in Vermont.

In 1987, Colonel Colburn joined ‘‘The
President’s Own” as a euphonium play-
er and ultimately became the band’s
director, a post he has held for the last
decade. His tenure has taken him
around the world and back again. He
has played for Presidents and foreign
dignitaries, at state dinners and inau-
gurations and regular performances
that thousands have witnessed in
Washington at the Marine Barracks
during the weekly parades.

I have represented the Green Moun-
tain State of Vermont in this Chamber
longer than anyone in the history of
our State. So you can imagine my en-
thusiasm when I see a Vermonter here
in Washington and all the more so
when I have the opportunity of cap-
turing an image such as this, of Colo-
nel Colburn conducting ‘‘The Presi-
dent’s Own” during the January 2013
inauguration of President Obama. I
was standing up on the stand when the
President was being inaugurated and
took that picture of Colonel Colburn.
Of course, the whole world was watch-
ing the Colonel and watching the Presi-
dent.

I join with the proud citizens of
Vermont and the people of a grateful
nation in thanking Colonel Colburn for
his service and his many, many memo-
rable performances conducting ‘‘The
President’s Own,” following in the
footsteps of John Philip Sousa and
making his own giant footsteps for oth-
ers to follow. I wish him the very best
as he begins the next chapter of his ca-
reer as the director of bands at the
University of Indianapolis.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD an interview
with Colonel Colburn published in the
Marine Corps Times in February.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Marine Corps Times, Feb. 2, 2014]
‘PRESIDENT’S OWN’ LEADER LOOKS BACK ON
TIME WITH ELITE MARINE BAND
(By Gina Harkins)

When Col. Michael Colburn was a 12-year-
old euphonium player at a summer band
camp in Vermont, he was in awe of one of
the instructors there, Lucas Spiros, a prin-
cipal in the United States Marine Band.

Colburn said the Marine, a fellow eupho-
nium player, left a lasting impression.

“It was really the first time I thought,
‘Hey, I could do that for a living,””” Colburn
said. “From that moment on, I pursued my
musical studies more diligently.”

When Colburn himself joined ‘“The Presi-
dent’s Own” as a euphonium player in 1987,
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he had no idea his career path would lead to
becoming director of the prestigious band.
Now 27 years later, he’s just months shy of
his final performance with the band. He’ll re-
tire from the Marine Corps in July, and take
over as the next director of bands at Butler
University in Indianapolis.

Colburn said he wants young musicians to
know that if they work hard and use their
creativity, they can still pursue a career
doing what they love. After all, his persever-
ance led him through seven presidential in-
augurations, to the former Soviet Union and
to the stage of the ‘‘Late Show with David
Letterman.”

Q. Tell us what has surprised you during
your time with ‘“The President’s Own.”

A. In my early days as a conductor [while
a member of the band], I had an interesting
experience at the White House. I was leading
our orchestra and was tapped on the elbow. I
turned around and it was President Bill Clin-
ton. He was very interested in the piece of
music we were playing and had many ques-
tions that I tried to answer while I was con-
ducting the orchestra. I realized that even
though we were providing background music
for a social event, you never know who’s lis-
tening very carefully—it could be your com-
mander in chief.

Q. What’s one of the most rewarding things
you’ve done with the band as a Marine?

A. Back when I was a player in the band,
we toured the former Soviet Union for three
weeks. That was really a memorable experi-
ence because it was in the 1990s, when the
Soviet Union was really starting to come
apart at the seams. To spend three weeks
traveling the country and getting to know
the people who lived behind the Iron Cur-
tain—who we really didn’t know on a per-
sonal level at all—to hear their stories and
learn how much we had in common is some-
thing I'll never forget.

Q. After all these years with the band, is
there any one song that you tend to feel
strongly about when you guys play it?

A. People often ask whether I'm sick of
playing ‘‘The Stars and Stripes Forever.”
But even after these thousands of perform-
ances, we never get tired of it. And there’s
one reason for that, and it’s the audience’s
response to it, especially if they don’t know
it’s coming. The ‘‘oohs and aahs’ and the
cheering make you feel like you’re playing it
for the first time.

Q. Most troops do their job without much
interaction with the public. What’s it like to
carry out your job on a stage?

A. We really do understand that so much of
our military indeed works behind the scenes.
They don’t have the privilege of being on a
stage and receiving applause. It’s especially
during our tour concerts when we play the
“Armed Forces Medley,” which includes all
the service songs, that we remember all the
men and women serving in uniform who are
in difficult and trying circumstances where
no one is offering applause. In those mo-
ments, we feel we are representing all those
troops when performing for the American
public.

Q. As you move into academia, what are
some of the things you’re going to miss the
most about the Marine Corps?

A. A lot of people assume my favorite part
of the job is making music at the White
House or meeting politicians and celebrities.
That is thrilling, and I've loved it. But really
the best part has to do with the quality of
the people I've had the chance to work with
in “The President’s Own.”” They’re some of
the finest people I've met. I'm really excited
about the opportunity to make music with
students, and I hope I can bring the very
high standards that I have hopefully devel-
oped during my Marine Corps career.
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JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, the
judges that fill the two Federal district
court seats in my home State have an
extraordinary impact on the lives of
Vermonters. So when I learned that
one of my dearest friends, Judge Wil-
liam Sessions, was to take senior sta-
tus after 18 years of distinguished serv-
ice on the Vermont district court, I
took seriously my responsibility to act
swiftly to identify a candidate to rec-
ommend to President Obama for nomi-
nation. I worked with Senator SAND-
ERS, Representative WELCH, and the
Vermont Bar Association to convene a
nonpartisan merit commission to find
highly qualified candidates.

So I again thank the nine members of
the nonpartisan Vermont Judicial Se-
lection Commission, under the leader-
ship of Peter Van Oot, for the time, ef-
fort, and insight they invested in the
screening process. We are fortunate in
our small State of Vermont to have so
many highly qualified lawyers in the
field of applicants willing to serve in
such a demanding post. There were a
number of highly qualified people.
After being vetted and recommended to
me by the commission, I recommended
Justice Geoffrey Crawford to President
Obama. I told the President I was not
surprised that after the American Bar
Association Standing Committee on
the Federal Judiciary finished its vet-
ting, they gave him their highest rat-
ing of unanimously well qualified.

Justice Crawford has significant
criminal and civil experience. He was a
Vermont trial court judge for 11 years
and recently became an Associate Jus-
tice on the Vermont Supreme Court.
He formerly was a partner in a Bur-
lington law firm. Justice Crawford
earned his B.A., cum laude, from Yale
University and his J.D., cum laude,
from Harvard Law School. Following
law school he served as a law clerk to
Judge Albert Coffrin of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Vermont.

I did not know Justice Crawford per-
sonally before this process, but when I
did meet him I was struck by his bril-
liance, compassion, and humility. Jus-
tice Crawford earned a stellar reputa-
tion in Vermont’s legal community,
and also from those who had appeared
before him, as a careful jurist who un-
derstands the effects that legal rulings
have on people’s lives. I have no doubt
that once confirmed he will bring that
same understanding and impartiality
to the Federal bench.

The Judiciary Committee favorably
reported Justice Crawford’s nomina-
tion unanimously by voice vote to the
full Senate. Justice Crawford, like the
three other nominees we will vote on
today, has been nominated to fill an
emergency vacancy. He is a qualified
uncontroversial nominee with the full
support of his home state Senators. He
and the three other nominees deserve
to be confirmed without delay.

I thank the majority leader for bring-
ing these nominations up for a vote
and urge Senators to vote to defeat
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