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over a long period of time, providing
them with care they need and giving
their parents something government
does not do enough; it provides a meas-
ure of peace of mind to parents and to
families.

In 2009, the President signed into law
a bipartisan reauthorization of the
Children’s Health Insurance Program.
The most recent year of data indicates
that CHIP covered over 8.1 million chil-
dren over the course of a year. Consider
that. With this program more than 8.1
million children have health care that
would not have it any other way in the
absence of this program.

Even with the progress we have made
in providing new health insurance op-
tions in the last couple of years as a re-
sult of the Affordable Care Act, the
rate of uninsured Americans overall is
still over 13 percent. That is the lowest
rate since 2008 but still too high. The
rate of uninsured children is 9 percent,
a much lower rate obviously than the
overall rate but still too high.

CHIP has played an important role in
increasing access to insurance for chil-
dren. The Web site for the Pennsyl-
vania program, which is
www.chipcoverspakids.com, discusses
several stories from Pennsylvania par-
ents about how this Children’s Health
Insurance Program in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania has helped one
particular family, in this case, and
many others. As you read the stories—
here is one story. I will sum it up brief-
ly. The CHIP program has been great.

So said one family member:

We know that this is quality insurance and
we are finally able to sleep at night knowing
that our kids can be seen by excellent pedia-
tricians. I do not know what we would have
done without CHIP. Now my children can
play sports and go away to camp like other
kids and if they get hurt, CHIP is there for
them.

So said a parent. That is probably
the best summation or the best recita-
tion of all of the reasons it is so impor-
tant to make sure we preserve the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program and
preserve the funding for it and preserve
any strategy that will ensure that chil-
dren have the health care they need.

So CHIP is always going to be there
for those kids. That is what we need to
make sure that we hold on to. I, simi-
lar to so many here and many in both
parties, have consistently advocated
for the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. I am pleased it has been au-
thorized through fiscal year 2019. How-
ever—this is why I am standing here
today. However, we were able only to
secure funding through 2015. So the
program is reauthorized to 2019 but
funded only through fiscal year 2015.

That deadline is approaching. Now is
the time to act, again in the right bi-
partisan way, to preserve the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. It is
time to make sure we ensure that CHIP
will continue to be funded through the
authorization, at a minimum, through
fiscal year 2019.

Senator ROCKEFELLER, one of the
great champions of this program over
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many years now, decades literally, in-
troduced legislation last week that I
wholeheartedly support. That is an un-
derstatement. There is not a Senator
in this Chamber who should not sup-
port his legislation, the CHIP Exten-
sion Act of 2014, S. 2461.

The legislation extends funding for
CHIP through fiscal year 2019, bringing
the funding in line with the authoriza-
tion. I cannot stress enough the need to
pass this legislation this year, pass this
2014 legislation that deals with this
2015 problem. State budget cycles are
such that if we wait until next year,
when the funding is about to expire, we
will be jeopardizing health insurance
for millions of American children.

States need time to plan their budg-
ets and cannot operate under the un-
certainty of a funding threat to such
an important program. I thank Senator
ROCKEFELLER for his tireless commit-
ment to the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program over many years—as I
said, over several decades. I thank him
for his work in introducing this legisla-
tion.

I urge all of my colleagues in both
parties to support Senator ROCKE-
FELLER’S legislation, the CHIP Exten-
sion Act of 2014, S. 2461, to make sure
children’s health insurance will always
be there for the children who are cov-
ered by that program.

In conclusion, this is very simple. We
have people in both parties who have
spent a lot of their careers saying how
much they care about children. They
give speeches, they campaign, they
talk about kids. We all talk about kids
in very positive ways. That is wonder-
ful. But the test is how we act and
what actions we take. That usually
means how we vote. So if someone
votes for this bill, they can stand and
say they have taken a substantial step
in the direction of ensuring that chil-
dren will have the health care they
need. If they do not, and they vote
against it, I do not think they can say
that.

If someone votes against it, I think
they have to have a substitute for it,
some measure that will provide the
same coverage for the same number of
children by a different method. If they
cannot come up with that, they cannot
stand and say they are for kids. They
cannot stand and say they care about
our children and their future.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PAY OUR GUARD AND RESERVE
ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Chair lay be-
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fore the Senate a message from the
House of Representatives with respect
to H.R. 3230.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate a message from the
House, as follows:

H.R. 3230

Resolved, That the House insist upon its
amendment to the Senate amendment to the
text of the bill (H.R. 3230) entitled ‘“‘An Act
making continuing appropriations during a
Government shutdown to provide pay and al-
lowances to members of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces who perform inac-
tive-duty training during such period.”’, and
ask a conference with the Senate on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon.

Ordered, That Messrs. Miller of Florida,
Lamborn, Roe of Tennessee, Flores,
Benishek, Coffman, Wenstrup, Mrs.
Walorski, Mr. Michaud, Ms. Brown of Flor-
ida, Mr. Takano, Mses. Brownley of Cali-
fornia, Kirkpatrick, and Mr. Walz, be the
managers of the conference on the part of
the House.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate insist
on its amendment, agree to the request
for a conference with the House, and
authorize the Chair to appoint con-
ferees with a ratio of eight Democrats
and six Republicans, with all of the
above occurring with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Presiding Officer appointed Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
BEGICH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. BURR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS,
Mr. McCAIN, Mr. COBURN, and Mr.
RUBIO as conferees on the part of the
Senate.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM
PATENT

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor because the patent
office has just ruled that the name of
the Washington football team is not
patentable because it is a slur. We are
so excited to know that finally people
are recognizing this issue can no longer
be a business case for the NFL to use
this patent. They will not be able to
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forcefully exclude other people for hav-
ing derivatives of this logo or the
name, thereby putting a big dent in the
business case the NFL has.

So many people have helped in this
effort. I want to applaud them, from
Senator REID and his leadership, to
Amanda Blackhorse and Suzan Harjo.
Those are the people who have been
fighting this case before the patent of-
fice. To all of the people who have
watched the video on
changethemascot.org, a Web site that
basically depicts why Native Ameri-
cans want to be viewed as human
beings and not a mascot, we want to
thank all of them.

This is not the end of this case. But
this is a landmark decision by the pat-
ent office that says the NFL team here
in Washington, DC, does not have a
patentable name, and that this is an of-
fensive term, not patentable by the
patent office.

I hope all the business decisions over
there at the team will understand this
is no longer a business case, and will
get off of this spurious name that we
need to change.

I thank my colleague in Maine for
yielding me this opportunity to speak
on this breaking important issue. I
thank my colleagues here on the floor.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHUCK LOVELESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor and recognize the career of
Chuck Loveless, director of Federal
Government Affairs for the American
Federation of State, County and Mu-
nicipal Employees, AFSCME. For 21
years, Mr. Loveless has labored tire-
lessly to protect the rights of workers.
I have had the pleasure of working
with Mr. Loveless as he represented
AFSCME in the Nation’s capital on a
wide variety of issues affecting State
and local government and health care
employees.

Mr. Loveless has a long list of accom-
plishments over the span of his career.
He received his J.D. from Georgetown
University Law Center and an M.A. de-
gree in political science from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. He is a
past chairman of the International
Foundation of Employee Benefit Plans’
Public Employees Committee and of its
Government Liaison Committee. He is
a member of the International Founda-
tion’s Government Liaison Committee
and Health Care Expert Panel. Mr.
Loveless is a former chair of Americans
for Tax Fairness and of Americans
United for Change, and he continues to
serve on the latter’s board. He is also a
member of the board of Citizens for
Tax Justice.

On behalf of the Senate, I commend
Chuck Loveless on a lifetime of public
service, and I wish him the best in all
his future endeavors.

REMEMBERING NELDA BARTON-
COLLINGS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is
with great grief and a heavy heart that
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I report to my fellow Senators the

passing of Mrs. Nelda Barton-Collings.

A native of my home State, the Com-

monwealth of Kentucky, Nelda was an

accomplished businesswoman, a dedi-
cated public servant, and a joy to all of
those who have had the pleasure of
knowing her. She died in her home last

Friday at the age of 85.

Nelda was born and raised in Provi-
dence, KY, and she graduated from col-
lege just a few counties over at West-
ern Kentucky University. After grad-
uation she began what was to be a suc-
cessful career in business. Among her
many achievements, she expanded her
family’s nursing home business by
opening new homes across the State
and founded several community banks
that were eventually consolidated into
the Lexington-based Forcht Bank.

Nelda’s pursuits were not limited to
business ventures, however. She exhib-
ited a passion for public service and
was heavily involved in the Republican
Party throughout her life. She was the
first woman to chair the Kentucky
Chamber of Commerce, and she served
for 28 years as Kentucky’s Republican
National Committeewoman. She
worked tirelessly to better the lives of
her fellow Kentuckians—a quality that
elevated her to the national stage. In
1980, she spoke at the Republican Na-
tional Convention, and in 1996, she
called to order that year’s convention.

Word of Nelda’s dedication to public
service reached all the way to the Oval
Office, and she was appointed to the
Federal Council on Aging and the
Council for International Affairs dur-
ing President Ronald Reagan’s admin-
istration, as well as President George
H.W. Bush’s Council on Rural America.

At this time, I ask that my U.S. Sen-
ate colleagues join me in paying trib-
ute to the wonderful life of Nelda Bar-
ton-Collings. She will be deeply missed.

The Lexington Herald-Leader re-
cently published an obituary for Mrs.
Barton-Collings. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the full article be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Lexington Herald-Leader, June 14,

2014]

NELDA BARTON-COLLINGS, LEADER IN BUSI-
NESS AND REPUBLICAN POLITICS, DIES IN
CORBIN AT 85

(By Jack Brammer)

Nelda Barton-Collings, who served 28 years
as Republican National Committeewoman
for Kentucky and was the first woman to be
chair of the Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce, died Friday at her home in Corbin.
She was 85.

Her death elicited comments from several
of Kentucky’s top Republican officials.

U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell of Louisville
said, ‘“‘As a pioneer in business and politics
in Kentucky, Nelda was a fantastic force for
good and gave the state she loved a lifetime
of service. Her determination to improve our
Commonwealth and nation was outmatched
only by her charm and benevolent opti-
mism.”’

U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers of Somerset said Bar-
ton-Collings ‘‘was a woman ahead of her
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time, pioneering new avenues in the business
world and proclaiming her dedication to con-
servative principles.

‘“‘She captivated crowds with her dynamic
personality and Southern charm, yet took
the time to guide and mentor individuals of
all ages and social status.”

State Senate President Robert Stivers of
Manchester called Barton-Collings ‘‘a true
stateswoman who, until the end, battled for
the betterment of Kentucky’ and said her
legacy will be her ‘‘passion for public service
and her determination to improve the Com-
monwealth.”

State House Majority Leader Jeff Hoover
of Jamestown said Barton-Collings’ ‘‘com-
passion and dedication to improving the
lives of all Kentuckians through her public
service is an example that more of us should
strive to follow.”

A native of Providence in Webster County,
Barton-Collings was a successful business-
woman in banking, nursing homes, news-
papers and other small-business ventures in
partnership with Terry Forcht.

Besides her involvement with the Repub-
lican National Committee, she was a dele-
gate to several Republican national conven-
tions.

Barton-Collings also was a member of
President Reagan’s Federal Council on Aging
and Council for International Affairs and
President George H.W. Bush’s Council on
Rural America.

Her portrait hangs in the Kentucky Cap-
itol for a Kentucky Women Remembered
Award by the Kentucky Commission on
Human Rights.

Visitation will be from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday at the O’Neil Lawson Funeral Home
in Corbin.

Services will be at Grace on the Hill
United Methodist Church in Corbin at 11
a.m. Wednesday.

Donations may be made in her honor to
Hospice of the Bluegrass.

————
TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE McBRIDE

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, Sen-
ator VITTER and I wish to recognize and
honor Charlie McBride, a native son of
Louisiana who has given so much of his
time and energy towards the goal of
educating this Nation’s youth in civic
and community responsibility.
Through his service and commitment
to the Close Up Foundation, Charlie
has led an organization that for the
past 43 years has significantly im-
pacted and provided citizenship edu-
cation to nearly 800,000 high school and
middle school students and educators
from around the country and U.S. Ter-
ritories. On behalf of the Senate and
the State of Louisiana, we, as former
Close Up participants applaud Charlie
for his devotion to Close Up and the
civic education of our youth.

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, as you
know, Close Up is a nonprofit, non-
partisan organization that promotes
responsible participation in our demo-
cratic process. Its mission is to inform,
educate, and inspire students to exer-
cise the rights and accept the respon-
sibilities of being a citizen in our de-
mocracy. Through experiential civic
education programs based in Wash-
ington, DC, and other local commu-
nities, and publication of classroom re-
sources to help educators teach stu-
dents about public policy issues, Close
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