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pointed out, they are not just ambas-
sadors to countries, they are ambas-
sadors to international organizations.

We are not at full strength on eco-
nomic international organizations. We
are not at full strength on arms con-
trol negotiations because we don’t have
our key person there—not because that
person is controversial, not because the
President has elected someone who is
controversial but to the contrary. Al-
most all of these nominations are non-
controversial and waiting for months
because the Republicans will not allow
a vote.

Somebody said: OK. Don’t we need a
lot of floor time to debate this? Look
at the record. Look how much floor de-
bate has been spent on approving these
nominations. I am willing to wager—
although we can’t wager on the floor of
the Senate. I am willing to point out
that if we bring these nominations to
floor comnsideration, in almost every
case there will be virtually no debate,
and they will be approved by an over-
whelming majority, if not a unanimous
vote.

We are hurting our country. We are
hurting the reputation of the United
States. We are supposedly the major
power. Yet we can’t get a CEO con-
firmed to head our embassies abroad.

It is also unfair to the people who are
making a sacrifice for public service.
As Senator MENENDEZ pointed out, a
large number of these nominees were
ambassadorships or career diplomats.
These are not political appointments,
these are career people who have made
their career serving their country.

Many have young families. What do
they do about school enrollment in
September? Do they enroll their chil-
dren in the school where they are now
or do they wait to see if they will be
confirmed and enroll them in the coun-
try in which they will be serving? Why
are we putting people who are serving
their country through that type of un-
certainty and anxiety? But we are. We
are, by failing to move in a timely way
the nominations that have been
brought forward to us.

I will just mention one other exam-
ple. I started with the hearing I chaired
today on behalf of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee dealing with four
nominees. One was the Ambassador to
Vietnam. I was just recently in Viet-
nam. I met with our current Ambas-
sador, Ambassador Shear. I mention
that because he has been nominated to
be Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Asia, so he is leaving Vietnam. We had
a hearing today on the next Ambas-
sador to Vietnam—a well-qualified ca-
reer diplomat. The question is: Are we
going to have the orderly change of
command in Vietnam, a country criti-
cally important to U.S. interests? We
are negotiating a Trans-Pacific Part-
nership agreement. Part of that in-
volves good governance changes that
we expect in Vietnam. We expect our
Ambassador to be there to negotiate
these issues. The question is: Will we
have that orderly transfer?
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Two career people seeking to move
forward in their careers are being held
up by inaction on the floor of the Sen-
ate.

I come to the last point I wish to
make. Yes, we are hurting the United
States in not having these confirmed
CEOs. It is creating unfairness to the
families of people who want to serve
our country—and the uncertainty that
is there. But it is also hurting the Sen-
ate because it is our responsibility to
act on Presidential appointments. It is
our responsibility to act in a timely,
thoughtful way. We are not carrying
out that responsibility. By the Repub-
licans obstructing votes on the Presi-
dent’s nominations on key foreign pol-
icy positions, we are not carrying out
our responsibility—an oath that we
took to serve in the Senate to protect
the interests of this country. It is our
responsibility to act on these nomina-
tions in a timely way, and we have not
done that because of the obstruc-
tionism of the Republicans.

I urge my colleagues to put our na-
tional interests first. Let us move for-
ward with our responsibility. The com-
mittee has carried out its responsi-
bility and, quite frankly, the chairman
has carried that out in a very bipar-
tisan way. We have had cooperation be-
tween Republicans and Democrats on
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. We have carried out our re-
sponsibility. Now it is time for the
Senate to carry out its responsibility,
for the Republicans to allow us to vote
in a timely way on this backlog of
nominees for critical foreign policy po-
sitions. I urge my colleagues to allow
us to move forward in the best inter-
ests of our country and in respect for
those who have stepped forward to
serve our country, to carry out the re-
sponsibilities we all swore to uphold in
the Senate.

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, as a
sponsor of the Veterans’ Access to Care
through Choice, Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2014, I am pleased
the Senate has risen to the occasion
and come together on this critical leg-
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islation. Although I was still in Kansas
attending to my family, I would have
joined my colleagues in voting aye on
Rollcall vote No. 187, a bipartisan plan
to help make certain veterans receive
the access to quality, timely care they
deserve. I will continue to work to ad-
dress the challenges and problems at
the Department of Veterans Affairs so
our Nation’s heroes have a VA worthy
of their service.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR MYLE
HAMMOND

e Mrs. HAGAN. Madam President, I
wish to honor the service of a great
Marine infantryman, Maj. Myle Ham-
mond. Major Hammond will be retiring
from the Marine Corps after more than
20 years of dedicated service to our
country. On this occasion, I believe it
is fitting to recognize his contribution
to the Marine Corps, the Senate, and
the Nation.

Major Hammond’s career included
three combat tours in Iraq, a tour with
the Ceremonial Honor Guard at Marine
Barracks, Washington, 3 years in the
Marine Corps Senate Liaison Office,
and 1 year working as a congressional
fellow in my office. A marine’s marine,
Myle’s distinguished service in combat
and in garrison is emblematic of the
caliber of his character.

I was proud to welcome Myle into my
office, and he exceeded every expecta-
tion. His indepth knowledge of the Ma-
rine Corps and the legislative process
made him an invaluable member of my
staff. At the conclusion of his fellow-
ship, Myle moved on to be the deputy
director of the Marine Senate Liaison.
His quick wit and strategic thinking
were vital in guiding the Marine Corps
senior leadership through the Senate.
His efforts were instrumental in ensur-
ing the completion of the MV-22B ac-
quisition program, executing a respon-
sible drawdown of the Marine Corps,
and recognizing the contributions of
the first African-American marines
through the award of the Congressional
Gold Medal in tribute to the Montford
Point Marines.

A decorated combat veteran and
proud father, Myle is a model Amer-
ican to us all. As Myle hangs up his
uniform, he will remain in Virginia
with his wife Rani and their two young
children, Mason and Sydney. Although
his absence will be felt in the Marine
Corps and in Congress, I trust that his
contributions in the private sector will
equal those of his public service.

I share the sentiments of many Sen-
ators in my gratitude and appreciation
to Major Hammond for his outstanding
leadership and his unwavering dedica-
tion to the Marine Corps and the coun-
try. I wish Myle and his family all the
best upon his retirement.e

———

DES MOINES COUNTY, IOWA

o Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
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vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State, and it has been deeply
gratifying to see how my work in Con-
gress has supported these local efforts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Des Moines County to
build a legacy of a stronger local econ-

omy, better schools and educational
opportunities, and a healthier, safer
community.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Des Moines County worth over $45 mil-
lion and successfully acquire financial
assistance from programs I have fought
hard to support, which have provided
more than $158 million to the local
economy.

Of course, my favorite memories of
working together include helping to
get compensation for sick former nu-
clear workers at the Iowa Army Am-
munition Plant, improving transpor-
tation in the county, and helping area
residents access to quality, affordable
health care by building a Community
Health Center.

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment through targeted community
projects: In Southeast Iowa, we have
worked together to grow the economy
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects
including improved roads and bridges,
modernized sewer and water systems,
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Des Moines County. In many
cases, I have secured Federal funding
that has leveraged local investments
and served as a catalyst for a whole

ripple effect of positive, creative
changes. For example, working with
mayors, city council members, and

local economic development officials in
Des Moines County, I have fought for
funding for important transportation
projects, including $118 million for the
Avenue of the Saints, more than $45
million for the four-lane highway from
Des Moines to Burlington, another $45
million to replace the Burlington
Northern bridge over the Mississippi
River, and maintaining Hssential Air
Service funding to the community,
helping to create jobs and expand eco-
nomic opportunities.
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Main Street Iowa: One of the greatest
challenges we face—in Iowa and all
across America—is preserving the char-
acter and vitality of our small towns
and rural communities. This isn’t just
about economics; it is also about main-
taining our identity as Iowans. Main
Street Iowa helps preserve Iowa’s heart
and soul by providing funds to revi-
talize downtown business districts.
This program has allowed towns like
Burlington to use that money to lever-
age other investments to jumpstart
change and renewal. I am so pleased
that Des Moines County has earned
$130,000 through this program. These
grants build much more than buildings;
they build up the spirit and morale of
people in our small towns and local
communities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Des
Moines County has received $717,400 in
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in
Des Moines County have received funds
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools
for technology totaling $20,000.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to ITowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008. Des
Moines County has received over $1
million to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Iowa Army Ammunitions workers:
When a constituent, Bob Anderson,
wrote me a letter to saying that he was
sick with lymphoma and believed it
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was because he had worked at the Iowa
Army Ammunition Plant, which manu-
factured nuclear weapons during the
Cold War, I began looking into his
claims. Even though the Army initially
denied these accusations, I continued
to investigate the situation and discov-
ered that workers there were in fact
exposed to massive doses of radiation
and that this wasn’t an injustice
unique to Iowa. Working to get com-
pensation to Bob and thousands of
other sick workers throughout the
United States involved a massive bi-
partisan legislative and bureaucratic
undertaking, starting with the passage
of the Energy Employees Occupational
Illness Compensation Plan Act of 2000.
To date, the Department of Labor has
paid out over $10 billion in compensa-
tion to workers all over the United
States, including over $239 million to
the Burlington workers and more than
$567 million to a special cohort of work-
ers at the Ames Laboratory.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Des Moines County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $1.2 million
for firefighter safety and operations
equipment and more than $499,000 in
Byrne Justice Assistance Grants.

Wellness and health care: Improving
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been
passionate about for decades. That is
why I fought to dramatically increase
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole
range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am pleased that Des
Moines County has worked with me to
secure $2.9 million for the Community
Health Center.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. However, I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living, and economic self-sufficiency.
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Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television but in the full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in
our society and economy, folks who at
long last have the opportunity to con-
tribute their talents and to be fully in-
cluded. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Des Moines County, both those with
and without disabilities.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of ITowa, and spe-
cifically Des Moines County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Des
Moines County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

———

SCOTT COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Scott County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Scott County worth over $299 million
and successfully acquire financial as-
sistance from programs I have fought
hard to support, which have provided
more than $89.2 million to the local
economy.

Of course, in addition to numerous
housing, transportation, defense, river-
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front development, and arts projects
we have worked on together over the
years, one of my favorite memories of
working with Scott County has to be
the outstanding legal aid project in
Davenport. Every American, regardless
of his or her station in life, deserves
equal access to our justice system.
Having been a legal aid attorney my-
self, I can tell you that there are many,
many people who would have no access
to legal representation if it weren’t for
programs like this one. This funding
will help legal aid lawyers reach out
and serve those who otherwise would
be disenfranchised from our justice sys-
tem. That is why, throughout my ca-
reer, I have fought to improve funding
for Legal Aid Services, to expand their
scope, and to offer loan forgiveness for
attorneys who choose to serve their
communities by becoming legal aid at-
torneys.

Among the highlights:

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment through targeted community
projects: In Eastern Iowa, we have
worked together to grow the economy
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development
projects, including improved roads and
bridges, modernized sewer and water
systems, and better housing options for
residents of Scott County. In many
cases, I have secured Federal funding
that has leveraged local investments
and served as a catalyst for a whole

ripple effect of positive, creative
changes. For example, working with
mayors, city council members, and

local economic development officials in
Scott County, I have fought for over
$2566.9 million in defense projects
through the Rock Island Arsenal,
ALCOA, John Deere, Carleton Life
Support Systems, and other local busi-
nesses, helping to create jobs and ex-
pand economic opportunities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program better known
among educators in Iowa as Harkin
grants for public schools construction
and renovation. Across 15 years, Har-
kin grants worth more than $132 mil-
lion have helped school districts to
fund a range of renovation and repair
efforts—everything from updating fire
safety systems to building new schools.
In many cases, these Federal dollars
have served as the needed incentive to
leverage local public and private dol-
lars, so it often has a tremendous mul-
tiplier effect within a school district.
Over the years, Scott County has re-
ceived $3.2 million in Harkin grants.
Similarly, schools in Scott County
have received funds that I designated
for Towa Star Schools for technology
totaling $336,600.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
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to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Scott County’s fire departments
have received over $1.5 million for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment and over $521,000 for Byrne Jus-
tice Assistance Grants.

Wellness and health care: Improving
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been
passionate about for decades. That is
why I fought to dramatically increase
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole
range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office, but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am pleased that Scott
County has recognized this important
issue by securing over $9.8 million for
the Community Health Center.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living, and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television but in the full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in
our society and economy, folks who at
long last have the opportunity to con-
tribute their talents and to be fully in-
cluded. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Scott County, both those with and
without disabilities. And they make us
proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Scott County, during my time
in Congress. In every case, this work
has been about partnerships, coopera-
tion, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Scott County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
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