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hope it has some support in some
form—as it and other amendments de-
serve as well—because as commendable
as the bill is, it certainly does not
solve all of the problems in the VA
health care system, let alone the VA.

Let’s recognize that the disability
claims backlog persists. The bureau-
cratic rigmarole and sclerotic bureauc-
racy of the VA in many parts of the
country continue to plague our vet-
erans, and we need to recognize that
top to bottom the VA needs an over-
haul in its culture as well as its man-
agement. But this bill represents a
good faith and effective way to respond
initially—the beginning of a solution
to a health care crisis that is decades
long in the building. The delays in the
VA health care system are well known
and longstanding.

I spend a lot of time, as a member of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee as
well the Armed Services Committee,
listening to veterans. I have a veterans
advisory council that gives me extraor-
dinarily insightful and important ad-
vice. I make a point of visiting the VA
health care facilities all around Con-
necticut, and I spend a lot of time in
places where veterans gather, such as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
American Legion, and others. Listen-
ing to them is a major source of infor-
mation for me in forming my judgment
about what should be done with the VA
health care system. What I hear from
them—most commonly—is that the
health care is good, but it takes too
long to get it. The doctors, nurses, and
health care providers do very good
work, but it takes too long to see
them. The delays are what our vet-
erans find most troubling about this
system.

What we have seen—disclosed first by
CNN and then by others—is not only
delays but false record keeping to dis-
guise those delays and falsification of
documents and lists to hide a failure to
meet deadlines—in fact, to provide
timely care. That kind of falsification
of records and destruction of docu-
ments, and, in effect, cooking the
books and then covering it up goes be-
yond simply delaying health care. It is,
in effect, a form of fraud. We have
taken a first step here to meet the im-
mediate needs and help end the delays.

This bill will enable veterans to seek
private health care at private facilities
or private clinics or private hospitals if
they have to wait too long or live too
far away to make use of the VA facil-
ity.

It also increases resources—a longer-
term effort to provide more doctors
and fill the 400 vacancies that exist
right now. Those resources are vitally
necessary, not only to provide more
providers but also to rebuild, renovate,
and construct new health care facili-
ties.

In providing more resources, this bill
will also aid 26 VA facilities, such as
the Errera clinic and facility in West
Haven.

It also imposes accountability. It
makes sure that officials in the VA

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

who are incompetent or corrupt can be
fired more easily and that bonuses or
promotions can be stopped for those of-
ficials who betrayed a trust. It also
shows that what is necessary here is
more money and better management—
not one or the other. Both together are
necessary to really serve our veterans
with the health care they deserve,
which is first class, world class health
care and nothing less. That is what our
Nation’s heroes truly deserve, and
more and more of them will be making
use of that health care—2 million more
over the past 5 years and millions more
over the next 5 years. That burden is
not something to be addressed at the
margins. It has to be addressed head-on
and fully and generously because that
is the promise we made to our vet-
erans—first class, world class health
care, and nothing less.

I will close by saying that account-
ability means something more than
just firing corrupt or incompetent offi-
cials. It means holding them respon-
sible for criminal culpability when
they cook the books, falsify records,
make false statements, and in effect lie
to the American people as well as to
their superiors in the VA. That will re-
quire a criminal investigation by the
Department of Justice, which is the
only law enforcement agency that has
the resources, expertise, and authority
to conduct a prompt and effective
criminal investigation on the scope and
scale that is required.

There are more than 50 locations
where evidence of criminal culpability
has been found. Thirteen percent of VA
schedulers have indicated to the audi-
tors that they were coerced or threat-
ened into adopting, in effect, improper
practices. Another 8 percent kept se-
cret or unofficial lists, and many at
those facilities and others may have
cooked the books. I am not jumping to
conclusions. I am not rushing to judg-
ment. That is why an investigation is
necessary and appropriate.

Only the Department of Justice can
convene a grand jury. Only the Depart-
ment of Justice has the FBI resources.
The VA inspector general has 165 inves-
tigators for the whole country, and
that is not enough. That is simply not
sufficient for this investigation.

The VA is overwhelmed and over-
worked in its health care facilities,
caseloads, and the needs that VA cli-
ents and patients are bringing to these
facilities. The VA does some things
very well when it comes to amputees,
post-traumatic stress, traumatic brain
injury, and many kinds of injuries as-
sociated with the battlefield. Combat
medicine is more advanced than it has
ever been before, and the VA is part of
a very progressive effort to increase
and to deliver health care more effi-
ciently to that population.

But the population of veterans who
have fought in the longest wars in our
history—although they may be a
smaller part of our population than
ever before in our wars—has been
through multiple deployments, and
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they deserve the kind of intensive and
comprehensive health care that the VA
has committed to provide, and that
will take more resources.

This bill is a beginning. It is only a
downpayment on what we owe our Na-
tion’s finest and bravest. We owe them
the best that we can provide in health
care and nothing less. That is part of
what we promised, and that promise
must be fulfilled. Thanks to the action
of this body today we have begun on
that path.

I urge the House of Representatives
to adopt this measure and to help us
fulfill that promise. I hope they will do
it soon.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
in recognition of World Refugee Day on
June 20. On December 4, 2000, the
United Nations General Assembly de-
cided to designate June 20 as World
Refugee Day. Each year on this day, we
have an opportunity to honor the
women, men, and children who have
faced such extreme persecution, con-
flict, and violence that they have been
forced to flee their homes and their
communities. I am as saddened by
their losses as I am impressed by the
strength, courage, and resilience dem-
onstrated by their commitment to pro-
tecting their families and building new
communities around the world.

There are more than 45 million refu-
gees and internally displaced persons
globally. With so many people unable
to return to their homes, I am proud to
be part of a nation that was built on
the basic principle that all men and
women were created equal and that all
people have basic rights, no matter
where they come from. Since 1975, our
great Nation has welcomed more than 3
million refugees, and we continue to
allow thousands of refugees to perma-
nently relocate here every year. The
United States is also the world’s larg-
est donor to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees.

Today, we recognize that every
minute, eight people leave everything
behind to escape war, persecution, or
terror. We recognize that nearly half of
all refugees are younger than 18 years
old. We recognize that, even after flee-
ing from conflict and persecution, refu-
gees continue to face numerous chal-
lenges, from providing food for their
families to persevering through home-
sickness and loss. We recognize that we
are a nation that shares our home with
those who cannot return to their own.
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STUDENT LOAN DEBT

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I am
proud to rise today to support the
Bank on Students Emergency Loan Re-
financing Act. This bill would allow el-
igible students refinance their Federal
loans, transfer private loans into Fed-
eral loans with better interest rates,
and eliminates tax loopholes for mil-
lionaires and billionaires. This bill
would help more than 25 million stu-
dents in the United States, including
481,000 student borrowers in Maryland.

Middle-class families and their chil-
dren deserve a fair shot at higher edu-
cation. Students deserve fair, afford-
able loans to help them get the edu-
cation they need to succeed, and the
working women of America deserve a
fair shot at fair pay with equal pay for
equal work. Right now, millions of
American students are graduating from
college and universities, but as they
are handed their diplomas, they are
being handed a lifetime of debt. The
average student debt for 2012 college
graduates was $29,400, and for the first
time in U.S. history, student loan debt
topped credit card debt at $1 trillion.
When you are fresh out of college and
paying living expenses and investing in
a 401(k), these loans add up and become
burdensome.

This especially affects young women
struggling to pay debts against a wage
gap. College-educated women earn just
82 cents for every dollar a man makes,
but they don’t get an 18 percent wage
gap discount on their student loans.
How can we expect women to achieve
their dream when they are burdened
with crippling debt and fighting
against a wage gap that continues to
grow over time?

Recently, a Maryland woman wrote
to me. She is a single mother and was
on welfare for 9 months after giving
birth to her son but said she did not
want to become a statistic. She pur-
sued higher education so she could im-
prove her life. She got a bachelor’s de-
gree and a master’s degree and grad-
uated in the top 5 percent of her class.
While attending school, she worked full
time and raised her son. She enrolled
in an income-based loan program and
despite paying more than requested
each month, her interest rate has in-
creased. She cannot care for her son
and pay off $63,000 in student loans
without assistance in refinancing her
loans.

The women of America want more.
Women make up almost half of the
workforce and 40 percent are the sole
breadwinners for families but still only
make 77 cents for every dollar a man
makes. African-American women earn
62 cents and Hispanic women earn 54
cents. Even if they have the same
grades, degree, and job title, women
are consistently paid less in their first
job out of college. On average, women
will lose more than $431,000 over their
lifetimes because of the wage gap. This
doesn’t just affect student loans; It af-
fects their contributions to Social Se-
curity, pensions, and retirement secu-
rity.
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I am so proud of America’s women.
We have accomplished so much. We
have gone to space, become CEOs of
Fortune 500 Companies and even made
it into the U.S. Senate. Today, women
are graduating from higher education
in record numbers. It is time to help
them get a fair shot at achieving their
dreams. That starts with equal pay.

Getting a college education is the
core of the American dream. I am
fighting to make sure that every stu-
dent has access to that dream. Let’s
work together to make sure that when
students graduate, their first mortgage
isn’t their student debt. Carrying the
burden of student loans drags down
young people’s financial future, mak-
ing it harder to buy a home, start a
family, or save for retirement. I sup-
port Senator WARREN’s bill because it
reduces debt and fights for American
families. It lowers interest rates, giv-
ing everyone a fair shot at repaying
their loans for a more secure financial
future because women deserve a fair
shot at getting equal pay for equal
work.

I have said this often, but we in this
country enjoy many freedoms: the free-
dom of speech, the freedom of the
press, the freedom of religion. But
there is an implicit freedom our con-
stitution doesn’t lay out in writing,
but its promise has excited the pas-
sions, hopes, and dreams of people in
this country since its founding. The
freedom to take whatever talents God
has given you, to fill whatever passion
is in your heart, to learn so you can
earn and make a contribution—the
freedom to achieve.

When I was a young girl at a Catholic
all-girls school, my Mom and Dad made
it clear they wanted me to go to col-
lege. But right around graduation my
family was going through a rough time
because my Dad’s grocery store had
suffered a terrible fire. I offered to put
off college and work at the grocery
store until the business got back on its
feet. My Dad said, ‘“‘Barb, you have to
g0. Your mother and I will find a way,
because no matter what happens to
you, no one can ever take that degree
away from you. The best way I can pro-
tect you is to make sure you can earn
a living all of your life.”” My father
gave me the freedom to achieve. And
this legislation will give millions of
Americans that same freedom without
adding a dime to the deficit.

Senator WARREN’s legislation should
be passed in a swift, expeditious, and
uncluttered way. It gives our students
access to the American dream. It gives
our young people access to the freedom
to achieve, to be able to follow their
talents, and to be able to achieve high-
er education in whatever field they will
be able to serve this country.

While our work isn’t done when it
comes to ensuring access to affordable
higher education, this bill helps us get
there. While these bills will fix the
problem today, I will continue to work
with my colleagues to figure out a
longer-term solution.
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Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, I wish to discuss the Bank
on Students Emergency Loan Refi-
nancing Act (S. 2432). Student loans in
this country are at an unprecedented
$1.2 trillion and now exceed credit card
debt as the largest consumer debt mar-
ket after mortgages. Unfortunately,
unlike mortgages, student borrowers
are unable to take advantage of the
low interest rate environment and
many borrowers are stuck in high
fixed-rate loans for 20 or more years.
This means that these borrowers must
delay, or put off permanently, other fi-
nancial decisions such as buying a
home, saving for retirement, or start-
ing a small business. This is not just a
“young American’ issue—recent data
shows that individuals of every demo-
graphic have increasing student debt
burden, and the impact of those with
student debt being unable to fully par-
ticipate in the economy will affect all
Americans for years to come.

This issue is particularly important
to me, as South Dakota has the highest
proportion in the country of residents
with student loan debt. That is why I
have signed on to co-sponsor Senator
WARREN’s bill to refinance student
loans, and why, as chairman of the
Banking Committee, which has juris-
diction over student loans made by pri-
vate lenders, I will work to consider all
actions that can be taken to address
both existing and future student debt.

———

RELEASE OF CRIMINAL ALIENS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, in
the last few weeks, startling data from
the Obama Administration has re-
vealed that the Department of Home-
land Security has released over 36,000
aliens with criminal convictions into
the United States.

According to responses to some Mem-
bers of Congress, Secretary Johnson
has acknowledged that 36,007 convicted
criminal aliens were released from Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement
custody in fiscal year 2013. Many of
these aliens had multiple convictions.
In fact, among the 36,007 aliens re-
leased, they had nearly 88,000 convic-
tions.

Data prepared by ICE, and reported
by the Center for Immigration Studies,
shows that among the criminally con-
victed aliens released into American
communities were: 193 homicide con-
victions, including one willful Kkilling
of a public official with a gun, 426 sex-
ual assault convictions, 303 kidnapping
convictions, 1,076 aggravated assault
convictions, 1,160 stolen vehicle convic-
tions, 9,187 dangerous drug convictions,
and 16,070 drunk or drugged driving
convictions.

I have repeatedly said that this ad-
ministration has failed the American
public by refusing to enforce the laws
on the books. This administration has
turned a blind eye to those who have
broken the law and have irresponsibly
exercised their executive authority to
find a way to allow people here unlaw-
fully to remain in the country.
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