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Flight of Southern Colorado for their
tremendous service.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING THE ARKANSAS
TORNADO VICTIMS

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to offer my thoughts and prayers to the
victims of the April 27, 2014, tornadoes
that devastated a number of commu-
nities in central Arkansas.

The tornadoes that spawned from the
storm system that left a trail of de-
struction across the south took the
lives of 16 Arkansans in Pulaski, White
and Faulkner Counties.

The Arkansas victims include an Iraq
veteran who died while protecting his
5-year-old daughter, two children who
had just started school in Vilonia, and
an unborn child who died as a result of
the injuries to the baby’s mother.

While others escaped the tornadoes
with their lives, many lost everything
else they had. From homes to busi-
nesses, entire communities were wiped
out leaving many residents homeless
and without livelihood.

However, our actions in a time of cri-
sis are a reflection of us as a society
and despite the tragic stories we saw
many uplifting acts before, during, and
after the tornadoes hit. As the storm
approached, Christian Gunther acted to
save ten disabled veterans from a long-
term care facility by making sure they
reached safety before the tornado hit.
During the storm, MSG  Daniel
Wassom, gave his life using his body to
shield his daughter from a falling
beam. And, in the immediate after-
math of the storm, Arkansas’s first re-
sponders rushed to the hardest hit
communities, saving lives in the after-
math of the tornadoes.

During this time where many have to
sift through the rubble and rebuild
their lives, we are grateful for those
who have reached out to their neigh-
bors and provided assistance. Volun-
teers from all across the State have
come to ravaged areas to help. This
disaster serves as a testament to the
compassionate character of the people
of Arkansas. Rebuilding is never easy,
but I know that Arkansans do not give
up.

I am pleased the President quickly
responded to the situation by desig-
nating four Arkansas counties as major
disaster areas, making Federal funding
available to people in these counties
impacted by the storm. However, more
work remains to be done. I am com-
mitted to ensuring that relief comes to
the families and communities affected
by this disaster.

Again, our thoughts and prayers go
out to those who endured the storms,
who need to rebuild, and especially to
those who have lost relatives and loved
ones. I ask that my colleagues con-
tinue to keep them in their thoughts
and prayers.®
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RECOGNIZING THOMAS HOLLAND

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize the life and career of Dr.
Thomas Holland who has spent the
past 22 years finding and identifying
the remains of American servicemen.
His efforts have helped bring peace and
closure to the families of our fallen sol-
diers.

With over 83,000 American service-
men who have been listed as missing in
action, Dr. Holland’s vision and in-
sights have helped find and identify the
remains of soldiers who would other-
wise be unaccounted for and unknown.
He has led recovery missions to numer-
ous countries such as North and South
Korea, China, Iraq, and Cambodia.
Most notably in 1995, Dr. Holland led
the classified mission in Iraq to re-
cover the only serviceman missing
from the First Gulf War.

Originally from Fort Smith, AR, Dr.
Holland received his bachelor’s degree
in fine art from the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia where he continued his
post graduate studies and earned his
master’s degree and his doctorate de-
gree in anthropology. Currently, Dr.
Holland serves on the graduate faculty
at the University of Hawaii. As a world
renowned expert, he has been published
in many journals and has presented pa-
pers at numerous national and inter-
national meetings. During his tenure
at the Central Identification Labora-
tory and Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command, he held positions as an an-
thropologist, senior anthropologist,
and scientific director.

While his academic and professional
achievements are outstanding, his
most admirable accomplishment has
been his great service that honors
American prisoners of war and those
missing in action. Since 1992, Dr. Hol-
land has diligently performed the sol-
emn task of finding and identifying
lost soldiers, sailors, and airmen using
the science of human identification.

Dr. Holland has displayed dedication,
perseverance, and commitment to ex-
cellence. I am grateful for his years of
service and efforts devoted to those
who fought and died for our freedom.

———

RECOGNIZING FRANK BROYLES

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor a friend to all Arkan-
sans, Frank Broyles, an icon in Arkan-
sas athletics, the former head coach of
the Arkansas Razorbacks football team
and former Athletic Director who is re-
tiring from the University of Arkansas
at the end of June.

This legendary football coach spent
his life serving Arkansas and laying
the foundation and building the dy-
namic athletic department at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. His hard work,
dedication and commitment to Arkan-
sas and its athletes is clear. As an of-
fensive tackle for the Razorbacks in
the late 1960s, I played under Coach
Broyles. He had a great influence on
my life and I know that to be true for
many other Arkansas athletes.
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Coach Broyles’ influence extends well
beyond Arkansas into college athletics.
The Broyles Award was established in
1996 to honor the work of assistant
football coaches. Honoring Coach
Broyles, the award recognizes his his-
tory of producing some of the most
successful assistant coaches in college
football.

He has been successful on and off the
field. After his wife Barbara lost her
battle with Alzheimer’s, Coach Broyles
made it his life’s mission to advocate
for a cure and educate Americans on
caring for loved ones suffering with
Alzheimer’s. He wrote the Alzheimer’s
Playbook based on his family’s experi-
ence caring for Barbara which is a
great resource for all caregivers.

Despite retiring as the Arkansas Ath-
letic Director in 2007 he continued his
service to Arkansas on the Razorback
Foundation. This will truly be the end
of an era when he leaves at the end of
the month.

The Arkansas Razorbacks are blessed
to have the leadership of Coach Broyles
in the many roles he assumed for the
university. His vision for the Razor-
backs is what we recognize today and
support today. I am honored to have
had the opportunity to play for Coach
Broyles and call him a friend and wish
him the best of luck in retirement.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JIM ANDERSON

e Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I wish to
honor Jim Anderson, who has been the
president of the Springfield, Missouri,
Area Chamber of Commerce since 1988.
Later this month, Jim will leave that
position to pursue other opportunities.
Jim has played a role in nearly every
major development that has shaped
Springfield over the last 25-plus years.
Over that time he has been a great
friend and an important advisor on all
things Springfield—my hometown and
Missouri’s third largest city.

Jim Anderson was lured back to
Springfield from Jefferson City, MO, to
run Springfield’s Chamber of Com-
merce, a role he had already played in
Jefferson City for nearly a decade.
With his background as teacher and ad-
ministrator, his quick smile and sharp
mind for details, and a wealth of con-
tacts and government know-how, An-
derson has been a spirited leader at the
Springfield Chamber. His knowledge
and experience have helped as he has
devoted his efforts to economic devel-
opment, job creation, civic involve-
ment, and advocacy efforts at both the
local and state levels.

Jim Anderson is a leader who knows
what it takes to make his community
an attractive place for businesses and
consumers. From 2001 until 2009 Ander-
son served on the Missouri Highway
and Transportation Commission and
rose to the chairmanship in 2007 and
was vice chairman the following year.
During that period Jim became a sup-
porter of infrastructure programs to fix
bridges, expand capacities, and grow a
safer transportation network to pro-
mote economic development. Jim’s
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keen intellect on economic develop-
ment issues earned him an appoint-
ment in 1993 by Gov. Mel Carnahan to
the Missouri Business Council and to
the Total Transportation Commission
in 1996.

In 2005 Jim’s peers honored him with
the Springfieldian Award, a recogni-
tion given to the person whose con-
tributions leave a lasting mark on
Springfield. Jim has certainly left his
mark. That same year Anderson was a
recipient of the Missourian Award. In
2007 he was the recipient of the Life-
time Achievement in Business Award
from the Springfield Business Journal.
And last year Anderson received the
Career Service in Economic Develop-
ment Award at the Governor’s Con-
ference on KEconomic Development.
These awards only scratch the surface
of Jim’s impact on the region.

Jim has amassed many awards and
accolades from the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce. But Jim is also grounded in
his local community—Springfield. He
served as chairman of United Way of
the Ozarks and president of Urban Dis-
tricts Alliance. He is a member of the
Springfield Rotary Club and has been
recognized for his work with the Boy
Scouts. Jim is a past chairman of the
board of directors of Springfield Inno-
vation, Inc., at the Roy Blunt Jordan
Valley Innovation Center. Anderson is
an active member of First & Calvary
Presbyterian Church.

Jim’s contributions to the Spring-
field area have strengthened the fabric
of the community. I know he will be
glad to have more time with his wife
Janet and their daughters Rachel and
Rebecca. I wish him well in his next op-
portunity and thank him for his years
of service in Springfield.e

———

BENTON COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State, and it has been deeply
gratifying to see how my work in Con-
gress has supported these local efforts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Benton County to build a
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legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $56 million to
the local economy.

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together has been
working to designate Vinton as the site
for the Americorps National Civilian
Community Corps, NCCC, facility, and
securing $2.5 million to create the resi-
dential campus. I have also appreciated
working with Iowa Educational Serv-
ices for the Blind and Visually Im-
paired on one of my biggest priorities—
eliminating barriers in our society for
people with disabilities. Growing up, I
loved and admired my brother Frank,
who was deaf, but I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly one-quarter century since pas-
sage of the ADA, 1 see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere 1
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Benton County, both
those with and without disabilities,
and they make us proud to be a part of
a community and country that re-
spects the worth and civil rights of all
of our citizens.

Among the highlights:

School grants: HEvery child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Benton
County has received $600,000 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Benton
County have received funds that I des-
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ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $142,900.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to JTowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008. Ben-
ton County has received over $14.2 mil-
lion to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a Member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Benton County has received
more than $25 million from a variety of
farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Benton County’s fire departments
have received over $1.9 million for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Benton County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Ben-
ton County, to fulfill their own dreams
and initiatives, and, of course, this
work is never complete. Even after I
retire from the Senate, I have no inten-
tion of retiring from the fight for a bet-
ter, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always be
profoundly grateful for the opportunity
to serve the people of Iowa as their
Senator.e
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