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with the rank of a seaman as a part of
an air flight crew in the Navy. Despite
the challenges, sacrifices, and hard-
ships they faced while defending this
Nation, these women voluntarily
stepped forward and put service above
self to preserve our freedoms. We can-
not thank them enough for their tre-
mendous courage and their sacrifices.

Showing our appreciation to those
who have served is something that we
should do each and every day, but
today is a special day to pay tribute
and thank those who have volunteered
to put their lives on the line for our
freedoms. The memorials our Honor
Flight participants will visit today
serve as an important reminder to us
all that our freedoms and liberties
come at a steep cost. However, I know
our veterans will find special meaning
and potentially long-lost emotions
when they tour such touching sites.

The brave West Virginia heroes today
have all served this country in a vari-
ety of ways, working both at home and
abroad. They have engaged in combat
all over the world, traveling to the
Panama Canal, working on the docks
of Saigon, and serving in historic
events such as the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis. One of our visiting Vietnam vet-
erans, Stephen Douglas Phillips of New
Martinsville, earned not just one, but
two Purple Hearts. Another, Gary Cur-
tis Harold of Shady Spring has received
both a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star.

But regardless of their rank or duty,
each and every one of these veterans
answered our Nation’s call and has
served with incredible pride and valor.

Additionally, I would like to recog-
nize the nine volunteers, or so-called
“‘guardians,” who have accompanied
the veterans during their trip today.
These guardians have selflessly given
their time to travel alongside our vet-
erans all the way from Princeton, WV
to Washington, DC to share this very
special journey with them.

I am also tremendously grateful for
all those involved in the Always Free
Honor Flight Network, especially the
president of the Denver Foundation
and owner of Little Buddy Radio in
Princeton—Dreama Denver. Along with
coordinator and executive assistant,
Dreama launched the Always Free
Honor Flight and has planned four
trips within a 2-year span for our West
Virginia veterans. I commend Dreama,
Pam, and all the Denver Foundation
staff for their dedication and commit-
ment to West Virginia’s large veteran
population. They have offered the peo-
ple in West Virginia just one more way
to say thank you’ to our veterans for
their service and sacrifice.

I am filled with pride every time I
meet the patriots who have served our
country, and I am so pleased to wel-
come West Virginia’s most courageous
veterans, who are all heroes, to Wash-
ington, DC. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me in saluting them.
They truly inspire us all as we are re-
minded of their selfless service. It is
because of their bravery that all Amer-
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icans enjoy the greatest liberties and
freedoms in the world.

God bless all our servicemembers and
veterans, God bless the great State of
West Virginia, and God bless the
United States of America.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. CHARLES
MONELL

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Dr. Charles Monell as he retires
from the Rancho Mirage Library Advi-
sory Commission after two decades of
service and dedication to the library
and the community it serves.

Throughout a long and distinguished
career in medicine, including as the
chief of surgery at the Beverly Glen
Hospital in Los Angeles, Dr. Monell
also gave generously of his time to a
variety of charitable causes, especially
those supporting music and education.
Being particularly devoted to sup-
porting public libraries, Dr. Monell
served on the California State Library
Commission for 14 years prior to retir-
ing from medicine in 1992 and becoming
a full-time resident of Rancho Mirage,
which was working to establish its first
public library.

In 1993, Dr. Monell was appointed to
the Rancho Mirage Public Library
Planning Committee, and led the effort
to convert a former bank building into
the first library. On January 6, 1996, as
chairman of the new Rancho Mirage
Public Library Commission, he intro-
duced President Gerald Ford for the
ribbon-cutting ceremony and formal
opening of the Rancho Mirage Public
Library.

The library was up and running, but
Dr. Monell did not stop there. In 2003,
he secured a gift of $2 million from the
Annenberg Foundation to purchase
land for a new and larger Rancho Mi-
rage Public Library, which opened on
January 6, 2006—10 years to the day
after the first library opening.

Dr. Monell has shared his lifelong
love of music with the library and the
community. With his personal con-
tributions and fundraising efforts, he
helped the library purchase a Steinway
concert grand piano and sponsored con-
cert performances by the acclaimed
musicians of the Idyllwild Arts Acad-
emy. He has also donated his personal
Civil War library to the Rancho Mirage
Library, and generously made possible
a private study room in the library for
the community to use.

On May 12, the Library Advisory
Commission honored Dr. Monell for his
extraordinary devotion to the library
and his 18 years of service on the com-
mission. On June b, Mayor Iris
Smotrich will present Dr. Monell with
a proclamation from the City of Ran-
cho Mirage in appreciation of his dis-
tinguished service.

I am pleased to join them in saluting
Dr. Charles Monell for his dedicated
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and inspiring service to the community
of Rancho Mirage.®

———

JOHNSTOWN FLOOD ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 125th Anniver-
sary of the Johnstown Flood, one of the
most unforgettable tragedies in our
Nation’s history. This anniversary re-
minds us of the delicacy of human life,
the great importance of caring for oth-
ers, and the true resilience that was
demonstrated by those who endured
the catastrophe.

At approximately 3:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 31, 1889, the South Fork Dam,
built to hold back a portion of the
Conemaugh River, gave way, releasing
20 million tons of water into the valley
below. The wall of water rushed to-
wards the City of Johnstown, 15 miles
to the southwest, picking up large
quantities of debris and sweeping away
whole towns. It finally hit Johnstown
just after 4:00 p.m.

The flood event and ensuing typhoid
outbreak claimed 10 ©percent of
Johnstown’s citizens; 2,209 people lost
their lives, including 396 children and
99 whole families, resulting in the larg-
est loss of civilian life in a single day
until the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks.

The tragedy left our Nation and larg-
er global family in shock. The Johns-
town Flood was the largest news story
of its day and resulted in the single
largest international humanitarian
fundraising effort to date, with dona-
tions contributed from 13 countries.
Clara Barton and five Red Cross work-
ers arrived from Washington, DC, on
June 5, 1889, making the Johnstown
Flood the first major peacetime relief
effort for the American Red Cross. Bar-
ton stayed until October 24, 1889, super-
vising the distribution of supplies and
helping more than 25,000 people.

The Governor of Pennsylvania called
on his constituents to rebuild and re-
open the rail lines that had been wiped
away. Within 14 days, 20 miles of rail-
way reopened ensuring access to the
lifesaving supplies arriving from the
surrounding region.

During this anniversary we can recall
these examples as just a few of count-
less stories of heroism. The survivors
lived on to rebuild Johnstown. More
importantly, they established a spirit
of endurance that would live on in fu-
ture generations.

The flood is a part of the history of
Johnstown that will not be forgotten.
The people of Johnstown and the
Conemaugh Valley exhibit an inde-
scribable human strength that rises
above devastation and exhibits a true
example of hope and determination
during difficult times.®

CONGRATULATING CREEKVIEW
HIGH SCHOOL
e Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President,
today I congratulate the Creekview
High School rocketry team from Can-
ton, GA who outperformed hundreds of
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their peers from across the country on
Saturday, May 10, 2014, to earn 1st
place at the 12th annual Team America
Rocketry Challenge. Champions Aman-
da Semler, 18; Andrew White, 16; Nick
Dimos, 16; Austin Bralick, 16; and Bai-
ley Robertson, 15, bested more than 700
other teams representing 48 states, the
District of Columbia and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands to earn the national title.
These students will now go on to rep-
resent the United States in London at
the Farnborough International Air-
show.

Team America Rocketry Challenge,
TARC, is the world’s largest student
rocket contest and the aerospace and
defense industry’s flagship program de-
signed to encourage students to pursue
study and careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, STEM.
Sponsored by the Aerospace Industries
Association, the National Association
of Rocketry and more than 20 industry
partners, TARC provides middle and
high school students the opportunity
to design, build and launch model rock-
ets in a competition among more than
5,000 students nationwide.

I cannot express how proud I am of
these students whose achievement rep-
resents tremendous dedication and un-
wavering commitment. It is equally
encouraging to see young people with
such a strong commitment to STEM
education and fields of study. I wish
these Creekview High School students
and teachers the best as they go on to
represent our Nation in London.e

———

POWESHIEK COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Poweshiek County to build
a legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
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worked with me to secure funding in
Poweshiek County worth over $1.2 mil-
lion and successfully acquired financial
assistance from programs I have fought
hard to support, which have provided
more than $11.1 million to the local
economy.

Of course my favorite memories of
working together have to include the
community’s tremendous success with
using farm bill funds for important
local projects such as remodeling and
expanding St. Francis Manor, which re-
ceived a direct loan of $1 million from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Community Facilities Program.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, T have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years,
Poweshiek County has received $556,624
in Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in
Poweshiek County have received funds
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools
for technology totaling $151,108.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Poweshiek County has re-
ceived more than $3.2 million from a
variety of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Poweshiek County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $628,329 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Wellness and health care: Improving
the health and wellness of all Ameri-

May 21, 2014

cans has been something I have been
passionate about for decades. That is
why I fought to dramatically increase
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole
range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am ©pleased that
Poweshiek County has recognized this
important issue by securing more than
$360,000 for community wellness activi-
ties.

Disability Rights: Growing up, I
loved and admired my brother Frank,
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere 1
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television, but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Poweshiek County,
both those with and without disabil-
ities. And they make us proud to be a
part of a community and country that
respects the worth and civil rights of
all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of ITowa, and spe-
cifically Poweshiek County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Poweshiek County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

———

WAPELLO COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
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