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under laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.
S. 2292
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2292, a bill to amend
the Higher Education Act of 1965 to
provide for the refinancing of certain
Federal student loans, and for other
purposes.
S. 2295
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2295, a bill to
establish the National Commission on
the Future of the Army, and for other
purposes.
S. 2299
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, the name of the Senator
from Montana (Mr. WALSH) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 2299, a bill to
amend the Native American Programs
Act of 1974 to reauthorize a provision
to ensure the survival and continuing
vitality of Native American languages.
S. 2302
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Montana (Mr. WALSH) and the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2302, a
bill to provide for a 1-year extension of
the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa
Program, and for other purposes.
S. 2316
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2316, a bill to require the Inspector
General of the Department of Veterans
Affairs to submit a report on wait
times for veterans seeking medical ap-
pointments and treatment from the
Department of Veterans Affairs, to pro-
hibit closure of medical facilities of the
Department, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3059
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3059 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 3474, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow employers to ex-
empt employees with health coverage
under TRICARE or the Veterans Ad-
ministration from being taken into ac-
count for purposes of the employer
mandate under the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act.
AMENDMENT NO. 3062
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3062 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 3474, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
employers to exempt employees with
health coverage under TRICARE or the
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Veterans Administration from being
taken into account for purposes of the
employer mandate under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.
AMENDMENT NO. 3064

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 3064 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 3474, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
allow employers to exempt employees
with health coverage under TRICARE
or the Veterans Administration from
being taken into account for purposes
of the employer mandate under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. RISCH:

S. 2335. A Dbill to exempt certain 16-
and 17-year-old children employed in
logging or mechanized operations from
child labor laws; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, Senator
CRAPO and I would like to introduce
the Youth Careers in Logging Act.
Small family logging companies, much
like family farms, rely on younger
family members to help make their
companies successful. The agriculture
industry enjoys exemptions from child
labor laws to allow for family members
to learn the trade and carry on the
family business. This bill will provide
those same benefits for the logging in-
dustry.

The logging industry is struggling to
recruit young employees. This indus-
try, like many others, has an aging
work force that will soon retire. Mod-
ern mechanized machinery opens up
opportunities for a new tech-savvy gen-
eration of loggers if we give them the
chance.

There are 400 independent logging
contractor businesses in Idaho, most of
which are family owned and operated.
Current labor laws do not allow the
children of these family owned busi-
nesses to work and learn in the same
profession as their parents.

Should the Youth Careers in Logging
Act be enacted, starting at the age of
16 young adults will be allowed to oper-
ate safe and modern machinery. These
young loggers will help Idaho and the
country to create healthy, fire resilient
forests and bring much needed natural
resources into our marketplace to help
make paper and build homes.

By passing this legislation, Congress
can help young adults earn good wages
through hard work in the great out-
doors that will create a generation of
young Americans that understand the
value of a great work ethic.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself,
Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BEGICH, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LEVIN, and
Mr. PRYOR):
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S. 2337. A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to authorize the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to inter
in national cemeteries individuals who
supported the United States in Laos
during the Vietnam War era; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President I
have come to the floor today to re-
introduce a piece of legislation that I
feel is long overdue. The Hmong Vet-
erans’ Service Recognition Act is a bill
to authorize the interment in national
cemeteries of Hmong veterans who
served in support of U.S. forces during
the Vietnam War. Thousands of mem-
bers of the Hmong community fought
for America during Vietnam yet they
enjoy no rights as veterans. The
Hmong veterans are requesting to be
buried in national cemeteries and I,
along with a bipartisan group of col-
leagues, Senators FRANKEN, KLO-
BUCHAR, FEINSTEIN, BEGICH, WHITE-
HOUSE, and PRYOR, believe this is an
appropriate honor.

To preserve Laos’s neutrality during
the Vietnam War, the TU.S., Soviet
Union, North Vietnam, and ten other
countries signed the 1962 Geneva Dec-
laration prohibiting all foreign mili-
tary personnel from Laos. While the
U.S. and other countries withdrew all
military personnel, the North Viet-
namese Army blatantly violated the
Geneva Declaration by keeping thou-
sands of troops in Laos. Using Laotian
territory to circumvent borders, these
NVA forces posed a direct threat to
America’s military position in South
Vietnam. Unable to be present in Laos,
but needing to counteract the NVA,
America required a covert military
force. The Hmong were ideal can-
didates for America’s secret war—they
were renowned as being brave fighters
who knew the rocky mountain terrain
of Northern Laos well.

All told, the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency conducted covert operations in
Laos which employed some 60,000
Hmong volunteers in Special Guerilla
Units. The Hmong Fighters interrupted
operations on the Ho Chi Minh trail
and assisted in downed aircraft recov-
ery operations of American Airmen. In
Laos, they valiantly fought the Viet-
namese and Laotian Communists for
over a decade and were critical to
America’s war efforts in Vietnam. In
all, over 35,000 Hmong lost their lives
by the end of our involvement in Viet-
nam.

Since the end of the Vietnam War,
thousands of Hmong and Lao families
have resettled around the United
States to become legal permanent resi-
dents or United States citizens and
have greatly contributed to American
society. There are currently over
260,000 Hmong people in America. Ac-
cording to the 2010 Census, the heaviest
concentrations are in California, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, North Carolina,
Michigan, Colorado, Georgia, OKkla-
homa, Oregon, and my home State of
Alaska.

Of the Hmong who became U.S. citi-
zens, approximately 6,000 veterans are



May 14, 2014

still with us today, and they deserve
the choice to be buried in national
cemeteries. This concept is not without
precedent. Currently, burial benefits
are available for Philippine Armed
Forces veterans who answered the call
to serve during World War II, just like
the Hmong. This legislation would not
grant the small group of Hmong vet-
erans full veteran benefits, but would
simply authorize their interment in na-
tional cemeteries across the Nation. A
small, but deserved token of apprecia-
tion and an appropriate honor for their
sacrifices towards a common goal of
democracy and freedom in the world.

This new legislation is improved
from the previous version, S. 200, in
that it connects with Public Law 106—
207: The Hmong Veterans’ Naturaliza-
tion Act of 2000 which acknowledges
Hmong Special Guerilla Unit’s con-
tributions during Vietnam and pro-
vides a path to validation of a Hmong
veteran’s service for the purpose of
naturalization. Public Law already rec-
ognizes the service of Hmong Special
Guerilla Unit veterans for the purpose
of naturalization, so it is a natural
connection to afford them burial rights
as well.

Hmong-Americans who fought and
risked their lives in secret for America
deserve the same public respect and
honor we give the men and women they
served with and rescued. I believe it’s
time to honor the service and sacrifice
of Hmong Special Guerilla Unit Vet-
erans by allowing them to be buried
alongside their brothers in arms in our
national cemeteries. Again, I appre-
ciate the support of my colleagues
from across the aisle for this legisla-
tion and look forward to working with
them and others in the Senate to fi-
nally getting this approved into law
this year.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2337

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Hmong Vet-
erans’ Service Recognition Act”.

SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY FOR INTERMENT IN NA-
TIONAL CEMETERIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2402(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

“(10) Any individual—

““(A) who—

‘(i) was naturalized pursuant to section
2(1) of the Hmong Veterans’ Naturalization
Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-207; 8 U.S.C. 1423
note); and

‘(i) at the time of the individual’s death
resided in the United States; or

“(B) who—

‘(i) the Secretary determines served with a
special guerrilla unit or irregular forces op-
erating from a base in Laos in support of the
Armed Forces of the United States at any
time during the period beginning February
28, 1961, and ending May 7, 1975; and
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‘(ii) at the time of the individual’s death—

‘“(I) was a citizen of the United States or
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent
residence in the United States; and

‘“(IT) resided in the United States.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this Act shall apply with respect to
an individual dying on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself,

Mr. HATCH, Mr. ENZzI, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. COBURN, and Mr.
CHAMBLISS):

S. 2339. A bill to amend the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act to
require States with failed American
Health Benefit Exchanges to reimburse
the Federal Government for amounts
provided under grants for the establish-
ment and operation of such Exchanges;
to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, yes-
terday I came to the floor to address
remarks made by the majority leader.
Just yesterday the majority leader
came to the floor and said the Repub-
licans were ‘‘going quiet” on health
care. Senator REID said ObamaCare is
no longer high on the Republicans’
radar screen. Yesterday I said that it
was certainly still very high on my
radar screen and that Republicans have
every intention of continuing to focus
on the Democrats’ health care law and
all of its harmful side effects.

Americans all across the country
have been feeling those damaging side
effects of the President’s health care
law, and the side effects are getting
worse. Hard-working middle-class fam-
ilies who didn’t want this health care
law in the first place are facing higher
premiums. They are facing smaller
paychecks. They are facing fewer jobs,
fewer doctors, and many other prob-
lems as a result specifically of the
President’s health care law.

Today I want to talk about another
side effect of the law; that is, the mil-
lions, if not billions, of taxpayer dol-
lars that have been absolutely wasted
by bureaucrats who set up State health
insurance exchanges that have failed.
Under the health care law, States could
choose to set up their own exchange or
to use the Federal exchange. States got
Federal grants to help plan which one
they would do. If a State decided to set
up its own exchange, it got even more
money from Washington to cover the
costs.

So how much money are we talking
about? Well, according to the Congres-
sional Research Service, the Federal
Government has awarded grants of
over $7.4 billion as of this March.

People all across the country know
the Federal exchange was an absolute
train wreck when it was launched. In
one State after another, the State ex-
changes also have been collapsing and
costing taxpayers a fortune. Now some
of those States have absolutely given
up. They have decided they want to
scrap their own systems and go into
the Federal exchange after all—an op-
tion they had at first, but they decided
to go first to the State exchange and
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now it has failed. What they have done
is they have spent a lot of taxpayer
money—money Washington sent to
them. Where is the money? The money
is gone. Their system doesn’t work,
and now what they want to do is have
a fresh start.

President Obama says Democrats
should forcefully defend and be proud
of the law. I want to see where the peo-
ple are now coming to the floor to
forcefully defend and be proud of this
health care law.

I ask the President—is he proud that
these ObamaCare exchanges are failing
all across the country? Are Democrats
who voted for this health care law
ready to forcefully defend all the tax-
payer dollars that we now know have
been wasted? Democrats don’t want to
talk about the law’s expensive side ef-
fects or about the Americans harmed
by the law.

Republicans have been offering solu-
tions. Today Senator HATCH and I are
introducing legislation that would ad-
dress these State failures and protect
taxpayers. After all, that is what
Americans want. They want account-
ability for their hard-earned taxpayer
dollars. This bill, called the State Ex-
change Accountability Act, says that if
the State got Federal money to set up
its own exchange and later decided to
give up and move back on to the Fed-
eral exchange, it would have to pay
back the money. It is that simple. Tax-
payers shouldn’t have to pay twice for
the mistakes of incompetent State bu-
reaucrats who couldn’t set up a work-
ing health care exchange. States would
have 10 years to pay back the grants.
They would have to pay them back in
full. T know State budgets are tight, so
they wouldn’t have to come up with
the whole amount all at once. They
would pay back 10 percent of the total
each year for the next 10 years. These
States that walk away from their ex-
changes are conceding that they wast-
ed the money they received, and it is
only fair that these States should
repay the American taxpayers.

The failure of these exchanges and
the money squandered on them was a
side effect of the health care law.
Democrats told States they could set
up these exchanges and Washington
would pay the bill. So some States
didn’t really care what it cost. They
didn’t care if the work was being done
well or even done at all. As far as they
were concerned, don’t worry, whether
it works or not it is somebody else’s
money.

Well, this bill I am introducing today
tells these State bureaucracies that it
is time for them to care about the
money they have wasted. This won’t
fix all of the harmful side effects the
Democrats created with the health
care law, but it is a start, and it is the
right thing to do.

If you want a sense of how big the
problem is, look at an article that ran
in Politico on Monday this week. The
headline is ‘“Four States in a Fix Over
Their Troubled Exchanges.” The arti-
cle talks about four State exchanges
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that basically embraced ObamaCare:
Massachusetts, Maryland, Nevada, Or-
egon. It says that these four State ex-
changes spent at least $474 million and
‘“‘are now in shambles.”

Look at it—Maryland, $118 million;
Massachusetts, $67 million; Nevada, $51
million; for Oregon, $248 million of tax-
payer money from around the country
was sent to Oregon for programs that
are now in shambles. So now some of
these States want even more money to
fix what has gone wrong in the first
place.

According to Politico, Maryland
spent $118 million to set up its own ex-
change, and State officials did such a
bad job that they are now planning to
scrap the whole thing and use software
from Connecticut’s exchange. Massa-
chusetts spent $57 million. Politico
called the program in Massachusetts
“fatally crippled.” Nevada spent $51
million. Politico says salvaging that
exchange ‘‘would be a huge feat.” Or-
egon spent $248 million to set up its
own exchange. It was such a spectac-
ular failure that CNBC ran a headline
on May 5 stating ‘“FBI probing Or-
egon’s ObamaCare exchange.” The FBI
is probing the exchange. The State
plans to use the Federal exchange from
now on, getting rid of their State ex-
change. That is the kind of double-dip-
ping our bill goes after.

Why should Democrats in Wash-
ington, DC, be telling taxpayers across
America that they have to pay for the
failures of State officials in Massachu-
setts, Nevada, Maryland, Oregon, and
other States that may find themselves
in the same situation?

Democrats have said and the Presi-
dent continues to say that he wants ev-
eryone to have a fair shot. Are Ameri-
cans from other States who have to
pay higher taxes because of these failed
exchanges getting a fair shot? Well,
they are not.

Our bill will start to give a fair shot
to Americans who don’t want to pay
twice to bail out incompetent State bu-
reaucrats. It will give a fair shot to
Americans who want to reclaim some
of their hard-earned taxpayer dollars.

This is just one of many ideas Repub-
licans have offered and will continue to
offer to create a patient-centered ap-
proach to health care. The plans we
have offered will solve the biggest
problems families face, which is the
cost of care and access to care, prob-
lems that seem to have been ignored
when Democrats forced this law
through Congress. That means meas-
ures that would allow small businesses
to pull together in order to buy health
insurance for employees. Small busi-
nesses deserve a fair shot. It means let-
ting people shop for health insurance
that works for them and their fami-
lies—not what the government says is
best for them but what they say is best
for themselves and their families. Peo-
ple deserve a fair shot at buying a plan
that is best for themselves and their
families. It means adequately funding
State high-risk pools that help people
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get insurance—people who have dis-
ease, people who are sick—without
raising the costs for healthier people.
These are just a few of the solutions
Republicans have offered and continue
to offer to give Americans real health
care reform and a real fair shot, health
care reform that gives people the care
they need from a doctor they choose at
lower costs, without all of the harmful
and expensive ObamaCare side effects.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 445—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
CANCER RESEARCH AND THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF SCIENTISTS,
CLINICIANS, AND PATIENT AD-
VOCATES ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES WHO ARE DEDICATED
TO FINDING A CURE FOR CAN-
CER, AND DESIGNATING MAY
2014 AS “NATIONAL CANCER RE-
SEARCH MONTH”

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and Mr.
ISAKSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REsS. 445

Whereas in 2014, cancer remains one of the
most pressing public health concerns in the
United States;

Whereas in 2014, more than 1,600,000 indi-
viduals in the United States are expected to
be diagnosed with cancer and more than
585,000 individuals in the United States are
expected to die from the disease;

Whereas 1 in 2 men in the United States
will be diagnosed with cancer during his life-
time, and 1 in 3 women in the United States
will be diagnosed with cancer during her life-
time;

Whereas 77 percent of individuals diag-
nosed with cancer are over the age of 55;

Whereas cancer accounts for approxi-
mately 1 in every 4 deaths, is the second
most common cause of disease-related death
in the United States, and is projected to be-
come the number 1 disease-related killer of
individuals in the United States;

Whereas racial and ethnic minorities, as
well as low-income and elderly populations,
continue to suffer disproportionately in can-
cer incidence, prevalence, and mortality;

Whereas the term ‘‘cancer’ refers to more
than 200 diseases that collectively rep-
resent—

(1) the leading cause of death for individ-
uals in the United States under the age of 85;
and

(2) the second leading cause of death for all
individuals in the United States;

Whereas cancer is expected to cost the
United States economy an estimated
$216,000,000,000 in 2014, and the economic bur-
den of cancer is expected to rise as the num-
ber of cancer deaths increases;

Whereas the United States investment in
cancer research has yielded substantial ad-
vances in cancer research and has saved
many lives;

Whereas scholars estimate that every 1
percent decline in cancer mortality saves the
United States economy $500,000,000,000;

Whereas advancements in understanding
the causes, mechanisms, diagnoses, treat-
ment, and prevention of cancer have led to
cures for many types of cancer and have con-
verted other types of cancer into manageable
chronic conditions;
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Whereas the 5-year survival rate for all
types of cancer was greater than 65 percent
in 2011, improving between 1981 and 2011, and
more than 13,700,000 cancer survivors were
living in the United States in 2011;

Whereas therapy and effective screening
tools for some types of cancer remain elu-
sive, and some cancers, including pancreatic,
liver, lung, ovarian, and brain cancer, con-
tinue to have extraordinarily high mortality
rates and 5-year survival rates that are typi-
cally less than 50 percent;

Whereas partnerships among research sci-
entists, the general public, cancer survivors,
patient advocates, philanthropic organiza-
tions, industry, and Federal, State, and local
governments have led to advanced break-
throughs, early detection tools that have in-
creased survival rates, and a better quality
of life for cancer survivors;

Whereas precision medicine holds great
promise in treating cancer; and

Whereas advances in cancer research have
had significant implications for the treat-
ment of other costly diseases, such as diabe-
tes, heart disease, Alzheimer’s disease, HIV/
AIDS, and macular degeneration: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the importance of cancer re-
search and the invaluable contributions of
researchers in the United States and around
the world who are dedicated to reversing the
cancer epidemic;

(2) designates May 2014 as ‘‘National Can-
cer Research Month’’; and

(3) supports efforts to establish cancer re-
search as a national and international pri-
ority to eventually eliminate the more than
200 diseases that collectively represent can-
cer.

——

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3065. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 3474, to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to allow employers to exempt
employees with health coverage under
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration
from being taken into account for purposes
of the employer mandate under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3066. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr.
COBURN, and Mr. LEE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 3474, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3067. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr.
COBURN, and Mr. LEE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 3474, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3068. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr.
COBURN, and Mr. LEE) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 3474, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3069. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 3474, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3070. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 3474, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3071. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 3474, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3072. Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr.
ENZI, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BURR, Mr. FLAKE, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. CRAPO,
and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
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