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difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
residents of Emmet County to build a 
legacy of a stronger local economy, 
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity. 

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative 
leadership in your community has 
worked with me to secure funding in 
Emmet County worth over $4.5 million 
and successfully acquired financial as-
sistance from programs I have fought 
hard to support, which have provided 
more than $15.5 million to the local 
economy. 

Of course my favorite memory of 
working together has to be the commu-
nity’s commitment work to secure 
Harkin wellness grants. From increas-
ing physical activity to promoting 
workplace wellness and educating stu-
dents about the dangers of tobacco, 
this funding has provided the key to re-
ducing health care costs and helping 
Iowans live a longer, happier life. 
Through the five programs included in 
the Lifestyle Challenge, participants 
lost a collective 3,467 pounds and 
clocked 23,911 hours of activity. Emmet 
County has been at the forefront of 
this effort, so I look forward to learn-
ing how they have implemented 
healthier living in their community. 

Among the highlights: 
Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-

opment through targeted community 
projects: In Northwest Iowa, we have 
worked together to grow the economy 
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects 
including improved roads and bridges, 
modernized sewer and water systems, 
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Emmet County. In many 
cases, I have secured Federal funding 
that has leveraged local investments 
and served as a catalyst for a whole 
ripple effect of positive, creative 
changes. For example, working with 
mayors, city council members, and 
local economic development officials in 
Emmet County, I have fought for over 
$1.3 million for the Iowa Great Lakes 
Community College for work on renew-
able energy programs, helping to cre-
ate jobs and expand economic opportu-
nities. 

School grants: Every child in Iowa 
deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That’s why, for the past decade and a 
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 

private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, Emmet 
County has received $3.3 million in 
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in 
Emmet County have received funds 
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools 
for technology totaling $175,000. 

Agricultural and rural development: 
Because I grew up in a small town in 
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal 
friend and fierce advocate for family 
farmers and rural communities. I have 
been a member of the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committee for 40 years— 
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have 
championed farm policies for Iowans 
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs; 
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust 
economic development in our rural 
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the 
farm bill, Emmet County has received 
more than $1.4 million from a variety 
of farm bill programs. 

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I 
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately 
trained and equipped, able to respond 
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as—for instance, 
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since 
2001, Emmet County’s fire departments 
have received over $660,000 for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment. 

Wellness and health care: Improving 
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been 
passionate about for decades. That is 
why I fought to dramatically increase 
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole 
range of initiatives to improve the 
health of individuals and families not 
only at the doctor’s office but also in 
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans 
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke- 
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for 
themselves and their families. These 
efforts not only save lives, they will 
also save money for generations to 
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for 
a whopping 75 percent of annual health 
care costs. I am pleased that Emmet 
County has recognized this important 
issue by securing $120,000 in wellness 
grants. 

This is at least a partial accounting 
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Emmet County, during my 
time in Congress. In every case, this 
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the 
State and local level, including in 
Emmet County, to fulfill their own 
dreams and initiatives. And, of course, 
this work is never complete. Even after 

I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a 
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always 
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as 
their Senator.∑ 

f 

DICKINSON COUNTY, IOWA 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 
initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in 
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope—for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
residents of Dickinson County to build 
a legacy of a stronger local economy, 
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity. 

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative 
leadership in your community has 
worked with me to secure funding in 
Dickinson County worth over $3.4 mil-
lion and successfully acquired financial 
assistance from programs I have fought 
hard to support, which have provided 
more than $11.4 million to the local 
economy. 

Of course my favorite memory of 
working together has to be our shared 
commitment to school construction, 
renovation, and fire safety through the 
Harkin school grants and Star Schools 
programs. Working together with state 
and local communities, this funding 
has ensured Iowa students are learning 
in schools that are safe, and modern. I 
look forward to learning about the ren-
ovations made possible in Dickinson 
County. 

Among the highlights: 
Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-

opment through targeted community 
projects: In Northwest Iowa, we have 
worked together to grow the economy 
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects 
including improved roads and bridges, 
modernized sewer and water systems, 
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Dickinson County. In many 
cases, I have secured Federal funding 
that has leveraged local investments 
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and served as a catalyst for a whole 
ripple effect of positive, creative 
changes. For example, working with 
mayors, city council members, and 
local economic development officials in 
Dickinson County, I have fought for 
more than $9.2 million for Polaris 
through the Department of Defense to 
provide All Terrain Ultra Tactical Ve-
hicles to the National Guard, helping 
to create jobs and expand economic op-
portunities. 

School grants: Every child in Iowa 
deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That’s why, for the past decade and a 
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, Dickin-
son County has received $1,124,075 in 
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in 
Dickinson County have received funds 
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools 
for technology totaling $223,047. 

Agricultural and rural development: 
Because I grew up in a small town in 
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal 
friend and fierce advocate for family 
farmers and rural communities. I have 
been a member of the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committee for 40 years— 
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have 
championed farm policies for Iowans 
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs; 
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust 
economic development in our rural 
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the 
farm bill, Dickinson County has re-
ceived more than $3.1 million from a 
variety of farm bill programs. 

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I 
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately 
trained and equipped, able to respond 
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as—for instance, 
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since 
2001, Dickinson County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $500,000 for 
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment. 

Disability Rights: Growing up, I 
loved and admired my brother Frank, 
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That’s why 
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with 
disabilities. As the primary author of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I 
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since 
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable 
changes in communities everywhere I 
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or 
closed captioned television, but in the 
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy, 
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and 
to be fully included. These changes 
have increased economic opportunities 
for all citizens of Dickinson County, 
both those with and without disabil-
ities. And they make us proud to be a 
part of a community and country that 
respects the worth and civil rights of 
all of our citizens. 

This is at least a partial accounting 
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Dickinson County, during my 
time in Congress. In every case, this 
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the 
State and local level, including in 
Dickinson County, to fulfill their own 
dreams and initiatives. And, of course, 
this work is never complete. Even after 
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a 
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always 
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as 
their Senator.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ERNIE SCHOCH 
∑ Mr. HELLER. Madam President, 
today we honor the life and service of 
Ernie Schoch, whose passing signifies a 
great loss to Nevada. I send my condo-
lences and prayers to Joann and all of 
Ernie’s family in this time of mourn-
ing. 

Ernie came to the United States to 
become a member of the U.S. Air 
Force. During his tenure in the Air 
Force, Ernie was a recipient of the 
prestigious Good Conduct Medal. Air-
men awarded this medal must earn 
character and efficiency ratings of ex-
cellent or higher throughout a 3-year 
period of Active military service or for 
a 1-year period of service during a time 
of war. As one of our Nation’s service-
members, he made exceptional sac-
rifices for our country and deserves our 
deepest gratitude. I am both humbled 
and honored by not only his but his 
family’s service to our great Nation. 

Ernie and his wife Joann were exem-
plary volunteers throughout the com-
munity. Their selflessness extends far 
beyond our Nation’s military. He was 
dedicated to supporting homeless vet-
erans and worked with the U.S. Vet-
erans Initiative and other organiza-
tions in his spare time. As a member of 
the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, I am proud to have continued 
his work through my own legislative 
proposals to help in assisting homeless 
veterans. His volunteerism brought so 
much to his community, and rest as-
sured his contributions will remain a 
lasting legacy in the ‘‘Silver State.’’ 

I extend my deepest sympathies to 
Joann and all of Ernie’s family. We will 
always remember Ernie for his coura-
geous contributions to the United 
States of America and to freedom-lov-
ing nations around the world. His serv-
ice to his country and his bravery and 
dedication to his family and commu-
nity earn him a place among the out-
standing men and women who have val-
iantly defended our Nation. 

Ernie’s wife Joann is a woman whom 
I am proud to call a friend. Together, 
the two were an inseparable couple 
whose love for each other was obvious 
to anyone who spent time with them. 
They enjoyed traveling together and 
sharing their stories with all who ea-
gerly listened. When not traveling or 
volunteering, Joann and Ernie opened 
their home generously to the many 
people who loved their company. 

Throughout his life, Ernie main-
tained a dedication to the preservation 
of justice and integrity, which I am 
honored to commend. Today, I join the 
Clark County community and citizens 
of the ‘‘Silver State’’ to celebrate the 
life of an upstanding Nevadan.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING RABBI DR. 
GERSHON C. GERWITZ AND DR. 
MINDY GERWITZ 

∑ Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I 
wish to express my warmest congratu-
lations to both Rabbi Dr. Gershon C. 
Gerwitz and Dr. Mindy Gerwitz of 
Brookline, MA upon their departure. 
Rabbi Gewirtz has served as Young 
Israel of Brookline’s dedicated Mara 
d’Asra for three decades, alongside his 
wife Mindy, and their children Yossi, 
Henoch, Sorah Leah, Adina and Doniel 
arrived in 1984. His wife, Dr. Mindy 
Gerwitz has also been a longtime pas-
sionate and dedicated community lead-
er in her own right, contributing tire-
less decades of service. 

Rabbi Gewirtz leaves Young Israel of 
Brookline with an indelible legacy as 
one of the prime architects of Young 
Israel and as a local and national Jew-
ish leader, in Brookline, the Greater 
Boston Jewish community, and the na-
tional Orthodox movement. 

Rabbi Gewirtz has led in times of 
great joy, incredible challenge, deep 
tragedy and monumental growth. 
Through it all, Rabbi Gewirtz has kept 
the Young Israel community together. 
He represented the Orthodox Jewish 
community locally and nationally with 
wisdom and integrity. Most impor-
tantly, he established personal rela-
tionships with his congregants, always 
serving their religious, spiritual, intel-
lectual and halachic needs. 

I wish to express my boundless grati-
tude to Rabbi Gewirtz for his many 
years of devoted service to Young 
Israel of Brookline and to the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. He has 
had a storied career, and I know the 
best is yet to come for him and his 
family.∑ 
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