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funds generated will be credited to a
scholarship fund to assist qualified
SUBR students.

Today, Southern University at Baton
Rouge enrolls more than 7,000 across 44
undergraduate degree programs. South-
ern also offers 30 post-graduate degree
programs including six doctoral pro-
grams and an ABA-accredited law
school program. It is with my heartfelt
and greatest sincerity that I ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating
Southern University at Baton Rouge as
it celebrates its 100th Anniversary.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CLAY COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Clay County to build a leg-
acy of a stronger local economy, better
schools and educational opportunities,
and a healthier, safer community.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Clay County worth over $20 million and
successfully acquired financial assist-
ance from programs I have fought hard
to support, which have provided more
than $997,000 to the local economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be their work
through Main Street Iowa to renovate
the Spencer Community Theater. In
1982, this building was transformed
from the vacant Spencer Grocer Build-
ing into the Spencer City Theatre, a
center for arts, culture, and commu-
nity gathering. This funding has al-
lowed for the space to again be trans-
formed. With these renovations, the
Spencer City Theatre is now a facility
that can better serve the Clay County
community.

Among the highlights:

Main Street Iowa: One of the greatest
challenges we face—in Iowa and all
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across America—is preserving the char-
acter and vitality of our small towns
and rural communities. This isn’t just
about economics; It is also about main-
taining our identity as Iowans. Main
Street Iowa helps preserve Iowa’s heart
and soul by providing funds to revi-
talize downtown business districts.
This program has allowed towns like
Spencer to use that money to leverage
other investments to jump-start
change and renewal. I am so pleased
that Clay County has earned $50,000
through this program. These grants
build much more than buildings. They
build up the spirit and morale of people
in our small towns and local commu-
nities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Clay
County has received $797,135 in Harkin
Grants. Similarly, schools in Clay
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $110,000.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Clay County has received
more than $14 million from a variety of
farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Clay County’s fire departments
have received over $705,345 for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability Rights: Growing up, I
loved and admired my brother Frank,
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who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) and the ADA Amendments Act,
I have had four guiding goals for our
fellow citizens with disabilities: equal
opportunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere 1
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Clay County, both
those with and without disabilities.
And they make us proud to be a part of
a community and country that re-
spects the worth and civil rights of all
of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Clay County, during my time
in Congress. In every case, this work
has been about partnerships, coopera-
tion, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Clay
County, to fulfill their own dreams and
initiatives. And, of course, this work is
never complete. Even after I retire
from the Senate, I have no intention of
retiring from the fight for a better,
fairer, richer Iowa. I will always be
profoundly grateful for the opportunity
to serve the people of Iowa as their
Senator.e

———

SAC COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
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residents of Sac County to build a leg-
acy of a stronger local economy, better
schools and educational opportunities,
and a healthier, safer community.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $5.6 million to
the local economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be Sac Coun-
ty’s excellent work to secure funding
for firefighting equipment through
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, FEMA, fire grants. I look forward
to seeing how Fremont County has im-
plemented this important funding in
their community.

Among the highlights:

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment through targeted community
projects: In Northwest Iowa, we have
worked together to grow the economy
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects
including improved roads and bridges,
modernized sewer and water systems,
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Sac County. In many cases, 1
have secured Federal funding that has
leveraged local investments and served
as a catalyst for a whole ripple effect of
positive, creative changes. For exam-
ple, working with mayors, city council
members, and local economic develop-
ment officials in Sac County, I have
fought for funding for small airport
funding at the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, which allowed commu-
nity leaders to successfully acquire
over $1.5 million in airport improve-
ments, helping to create jobs and ex-
pand economic opportunities.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Sac
County has received $158,167 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Sac Coun-
ty have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $99,430.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
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including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Sac County has received
more than $3.1 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Sac County’s fire departments
have received over $585,000 for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability Rights: Growing up, I
loved and admired my brother Frank,
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with
disabilities. As the primary author of
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living, and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable
changes in communities everywhere I
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or
closed captioned television but in the
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy,
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and
to be fully included. These changes
have increased economic opportunities
for all citizens of Sac County, both
those with and without disabilities.
And they make us proud to be a part of
a community and country that re-
spects the worth and civil rights of all
of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Towa, and spe-
cifically Sac County, during my time
in Congress. In every case, this work
has been about partnerships, coopera-
tion, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Sac
County, to fulfill their own dreams and
initiatives. And, of course, this work is
never complete. Even after I retire
from the Senate, I have no intention of
retiring from the fight for a better,
fairer, richer Iowa. I will always be
profoundly grateful for the opportunity
to serve the people of Iowa as their
Senator.e

———————

REMEMBERING JOE DINI

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I rise in
remembrance of Joe Dini, a true Ne-
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vada statesman and dedicated public
servant.

Joe found his calling leading Ne-
vada’s citizens in the legislature
through more than 20 years of public
service. Elected for an unprecedented
eight sessions, he is remembered as a
friend and a gentleman by both his col-
leagues and me. His leadership and ex-
emplary contributions to the State of
Nevada are, and continue to remain,
unmatched.

A quiet and humble man with an ap-
titude for compromise, Joe unquestion-
ably sustained our State throughout
his long tenure. Supporting Nevada’s
economic backbone through his in-
volvement in the gaming industry, Joe
expanded Nevada’s economy and pres-
ence among the Nation. As a legislator,
his focus was not only on issues of im-
portance in his rural district, such as
agriculture and water policy, but also
on issues of necessity in the entire
State regarding education, health care,
and, of course, his legacy, the bistate
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.

Moreover, his loyalty and dedication
to his community civics was excep-
tional. Knowing and fighting for his
constituency’s concerns, all while
searching for what was best for Ne-
vada, despite rifts in  political
ideologies, are two things Nevadans
will never forget about Joe.

Born in 1929, rising from modest be-
ginnings, Joe, the son of an Italian im-
migrant saloonkeeper, was raised in
Yerington, a very small, rural commu-
nity in Nevada. Yet through achieve-
ment of self and service, he became one
of the most influential Nevadans in our
State’s rich history. His motivation
and selflessness embodies the ‘‘Battle
Born” State. With his passing, Nevada
lost a great man who is immortalized
for encouraging respect among his
community and fellow assemblymen.

My entire family extends our
thoughts and condolences to Joe’s
loved ones, and we thank them for
their service as well.

I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering Assemblyman Dini for his
unwavering loyalty and dedication to
Nevada.e

———

COMMENDING NEW JERSEY HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
wish to honor 59 high school seniors in
Camden County, NJ for their com-
mendable decision to enlist in the
United States Armed Forces. Of these
59, 18 have elected to join the United
States Army: Troy Anderson, Cody

Andreczski, Jacob Bauscher, Ennajee
Brisbane, Juliana Davis, Nicholas
Dzindzio, Kristopher Espinal, Tyler

Fisher, Glenn Gray, Rajven Herrera,
Austin Hughes, Velez Lopez Velez, An-
thony Nigro, Chandler Pons, Tyron
Robinson, Orlando Santos, Joshua
White, and Gordon Zenzola. Five have
joined the United States Navy: Raul
Paneto, Spencer Wiggin, Taquayla Wil-
son, Angel Gonzalez, and XKenneth
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