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timely basis. It means approving job-
creating proposals such as the Key-
stone XL Pipeline.

Many of us have seen, in horror,
some of the accidents that have oc-
curred on the railways, where tanker
cars have derailed, catching fire, only
to learn that in the absence of ade-
quate pipeline capacity, that is the
way the oil moves. It moves along the
railroad lines in tankers, and some-
times accidents happen, unfortunately.

But we need the Keystone XL Pipe-
line, which will create tens of thou-
sands of new jobs. It will mean we have
a safe source for additional oil, in addi-
tion to what we produce here in Amer-
ica, from our friends in Canada. For
the opponents of the Keystone XL
Pipeline who think that somehow by
denying approval of the Keystone XL
Pipeline this oil will not be produced
and sold, well, it is going to be sold
somewhere. Canada is going to sell
that oil abroad if it cannot sell it to
the United States. That oil, when it
comes down the pipeline, will end up in
southeast Texas, in a lot of the large
refineries there, and be turned into af-
fordable gasoline, fuel oil, and jet fuel,
among other things. We have offered
amendments that will do that and
more.

We will accelerate natural gas ex-
ports to our allies and trading part-
ners. Think what Vladimir Putin
might do if he knew he did not have a
stranglehold on Ukraine and Europe
when it came to energy. Think what
would happen if they had an alter-
native—from American exports or pipe-
lines from other places—that could cir-
cumvent Russia and could heat homes,
keep the lights on, and avoid this
stranglehold Vladimir Putin and Rus-
sia have on so much of Europe. I think
it would make him think twice about
his invasion of the Crimea and the
threatening actions and the disruption
which are taking place in Ukraine
today and which could extend even fur-
ther.

My point is that we have amend-
ments to this underlying Shaheen-
Portman energy conservation bill
which are relevant to the topic of en-
ergy production, albeit broader, which
would do all these things. We are try-
ing to offer some of these ideas, which
I hope any fairminded observer would
say are constructive ideas. You may
not agree with all of it—we may not
even win a majority of the vote in the
Senate today on these amendments—
but why in the world would the major-
ity leader insist on denying us an op-
portunity to have a fulsome debate on
American energy policy, not just con-
servation but on producing more en-
ergy as well?

Unfortunately, though, he has given
every indication that he will allow no
votes on bipartisan amendments—and
each of these amendments that I have
mentioned has bipartisan support. As a
matter of fact, he has indicated he
won’t allow votes on any amendments
on this bill.
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The distinguished Republican leader
from Kentucky has pointed out that
since July this side of the aisle has
only been allowed eight—and I think
now we have gone back and looked at
it—maybe nine votes on amendments
that came from the Republican side of
the aisle.

Forget me, forget the prerogatives of
an individual Senator, but think about
the fact that I represent 26 million peo-
ple. What a tremendous honor and
privilege it is but how unfair it is to
my constituents; how unfair it is to
constituents—American citizens all—
that everyone on this side of the aisle
represents to shut them out of the
process.

Someone called this the HARRY REID
gag rule. That pretty well describes it
when the minority is deprived of any
right to offer constructive proposals
and to have votes and debate on these
policies in the Senate. We used to
call—well, I see the pages here, and I
know they go to school while they are
pages. I bet if they go back and look in
some of their history or civics books, it
will tell them that the Senate is called
the world’s greatest deliberative body.
No more. That is history.

If the minority can’t offer construc-
tive proposals that would actually im-
prove the availability of American-pro-
duced energy, would help grow the
economy, and would create jobs, no
more is the Senate the world’s greatest
deliberative body. Unfortunately, it is
the result of the decisions made by the
majority leader.

When it comes to energy policy, I
hope my friends across the aisle will
remember what I said about these
back-door energy taxes hurting lower-
income Americans, as well as our sen-
iors who are on fixed income, because
they are the people who can least af-
ford paying higher energy bills or they
are the ones who are least able to af-
ford losing their jobs.

We want to adopt on a bipartisan
basis energy  policies that are
progrowth, projobs, pro-environment,
and proconsumer, but we will never get
there as long as Majority Leader REID
decides to deny us an opportunity for a
vote on relevant legislation.

This isn’t just about inside Senate
baseball, this is about one of the Na-
tion’s most important governing insti-
tutions being able to function. This is
about consent of the governed. That is
the very premise upon which the legit-
imacy of the Federal Government ex-
ists; that is, that the people— ‘We the
People”—all 300 and some-odd million
of us, have an opportunity to partici-
pate in the governing process by vot-
ing, by petitioning our elected rep-
resentatives, and by advocating that
certain policies be embraced in Wash-
ington. You are not promised you will
win every time, but you are guaranteed
a right as an American citizen to par-
ticipate in the process. Yet that is
being denied at its most fundamental
level when the majority leader decides
to run this as an autocracy or a dicta-
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torship or decides to impose his own
gag rule on the proper functioning of
what used to be called the world’s
greatest deliberative body but is no
more.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MANCHIN). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

CONDEMNING ABDUCTION OF
FEMALE STUDENTS IN NIGERIA

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
433 and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 433) condemning the
abduction of female students by armed mili-
tants from the Government Girls Secondary
School in the northeastern province of Borno
in the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a voice vote on the res-
olution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I further
ask the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 1, 2014,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, am I
correct in assuming that we have now
agreed to this resolution?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I want
to thank my friends. It looks as though
the Chamber is empty here, but every-
one had to sign off on this measure,
and I want to explain what we just did.
We passed a very important resolution
expressing our support for the young
girls who were Kidnapped in Nigeria.

As I think the world is learning, this
is a horrific situation. Kidnapping cer-
tainly has no place in any village, in
any region, or in any country—not in
our country. We know how we feel. We
have seen Kkidnappings recently of
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women held in captivity. There should
be no room anywhere for kidnapping.
Today we heard new reports that the
suspected Boko Haram gunmen kid-
napped eight more girls from the Nige-
rian village overnight. So clearly the
voices of the civilized world must rise
and be louder than the terrorists who
are taking away basic human rights.

Senator LANDRIEU’S resolution we
just passed has many supporters on it,
including myself. I am also pleased to
hear today the administration has
committed to acting with the Nigerian
Government.

As a mother and grandmother, my
heart is with all those mothers and
grandmothers and dads and grand-
fathers who want their daughters and
granddaughters to come home safely.
We cannot stay silent in the face of
these unspeakable crimes. We are not
silent today as a U.S. Senate.

I am so proud we have agreed to this
resolution. I want to commend my
friend Senator MIKULSKI. She and Sen-
ator COLLINS have worked on a letter
we are sending to the administration. I
am about to go outside to be part of a
vigil, an event that has been organized
by the Congressional African Staff As-
sociation as well as the Congressional
Hispanic Staff Association and the
Congressional Black Associates, and I
am so proud of the Senate for standing
for these girls. We will do everything
we possibly can to get them home to
their families.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
in support of the Boxer resolution call-
ing for international action and aggres-
sive action from our own government
in terms of the rescue of 276 Nigerian
girls who were kidnapped from a board-
ing school their parents paid for them
to be able to go to so they could learn.

It is an outrage that these 276 girls
have been captured by the terrorist
group Boko Haram. It is an outrage
against these girls and an outrage in
the international community, and we
need to speak as a nation—women and
men together—saying, what is this
where a girl can’t go to school simply
because she is a girl?

There is strong evidence that, as we
speak, these girls are being sold into
forced marriages and sexual slavery.

We, the women of the Senate, have
written a letter on a bipartisan basis
calling for the President to have the
Boko Haram group placed on the inter-
national Al-Qaeda terrorist list and
calling for sanctions to be imposed
against them. We are heartened by the
fact that the President is sending a
team to help the Government of Nige-
ria find these girls, bring them home
safely to their mothers and fathers, get
the bad guys, and send an international
message: Leave girls and boys alone.

There are additional rumors coming
out that schools where boys had been
attending, simply because they are in
Western-based education, are being
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burned down and that the boys’ lives
are in danger. What kind of world is it
where a parent, based on parental
choice, can’t send a child to school
without thinking they could be Kkid-
napped, abused, sold into sexual slav-
ery, and so on?

We encourage the efforts by the U.S.
Government to support the capacity of
the Government of Nigeria to provide
security for these schools and to hold
these organizations accountable. We
urge timely civilian assistance from
the United States and allied nations in
rescuing these girls.

Many of us believe there should be a
regional African coalition to go in
which knows the terrain to find these
girls. But our President is sending
military and law enforcement people to
advise the Government of Nigeria,
which has been slow to respond. It is
not my place to criticize another Presi-
dent, but I wish they would have been
more aggressive in a more timely way.
Now we are where we are, so I hope we
pass the Boxer resolution calling for
international help.

I believe we in the Senate, on a bipar-
tisan basis, should join the inter-
national voice calling for the rescue of
these girls, the return of them home
safely to their mothers and fathers, to
capture and punish the bad guys, and
that there be an international effort to
let children of the world be able to go
to the school their parents choose for
them to go.

I thank Senator BoXER. We are going
to be working together. The women of
the Senate are going to be meeting
with Secretary Kerry, and I believe
this is an issue worthy of our atten-
tion, worthy of our time, and worthy of
our vote.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the letter of support be print-
ed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, May 6, 2014.
President BARACK OBAMA,
The White House, Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: As the women of the
United States Senate, we are writing to you
today deeply disturbed by the abduction and
mistreatment of more than 200 girls by the
terrorist group Boko Haram from the Gov-
ernment Secondary School in Chibok, Nige-
ria. Boko Haram has threatened to sell the
girls as slaves, and some may have already
been sold into child marriages. We condemn
these appalling actions in the strongest pos-
sible terms, and we agree with you that the
abduction of these girls is an outrage. The
girls were targeted by Boko Haram simply
because they wanted to go to school and pur-
sue knowledge, and we believe the U.S. must
respond quickly and definitively.

In the face of the brazen nature of this hor-
rific attack, the international community
must impose further sanctions on this ter-
rorist organization. Boko Haram is a threat
to innocent civilians in Nigeria, to regional
security, and to U.S. national interests. The
National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC)
has found that Boko Haram has engaged in
multiple attacks on Westerners and repeat-
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edly targeted students at schools and univer-
sities, threatening the ability of young Nige-
rians, particularly women, to attend school.

While we applaud the initial U.S. con-
demnation of the Kkidnapping, we believe
there is much more that the U.S. govern-
ment should do to make clear that such an
attack will not be tolerated. We urge you to
press for the addition of Boko Haram and
Ansaru to the United Nations Security Coun-
cil’s al-Qa’ida Sanctions List, the mecha-
nism by which international sanctions are
imposed on al-Qa’ida and al-Qa’ida-linked or-
ganizations. Their addition to the List would
compel a greater number of countries to
sanction Boko Haram, joining several coun-
tries, such as the United States, which have
already done so. General David Rodriguez,
Commander of U.S. Africa Command, identi-
fied Boko Haram as an al-Qa’ida affiliate,
and the Department of State reported that
the group has links to al-Qa’ida in the Is-
lamic Maghreb when it designated Boko
Haram as a Foreign Terrorist Organization.

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter. We look forward to working together
until girls and women worldwide can pursue
an education without fear of violence or in-
timidation.

Sincerely,
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI,
U.S. Senator.
SUSAN M. COLLINS,
U.S. Senator.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr.

yield the floor.

————

ENERGY SAVINGS AND INDUS-
TRIAL COMPETITIVENESS ACT
OF 2014—MOTION TO PROCEED—
Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about one of the great
crises facing our country; that is, the
high cost of college, and the fact that
hundreds and thousands of young peo-
ple who are bright and wish to get a
higher education have now decided
that, because they do not want to leave
school deeply in debt, they are not
going to go to college. What a loss that
is, not only to the individuals and the
enhancement of their own lives, but it
is a loss to our Nation because in a
highly competitive global economy we
need the best educated workforce pos-
sible. The fact that college is becoming
a distant dream—an unreachable
dream—for millions of families is a
horrendous situation which this Con-
gress must address.

Over the last 10 years, the cost of at-
tending a public 4-year college has in-
creased by nearly 35 percent at a time
when middle-class incomes have re-
mained flat and, in fact, many families
have seen a decline in their incomes. Of
the students who do go to college, hun-
dreds of thousands graduate with sig-
nificant debt—on average, over $27,000.

This morning I was talking to a staff-
er of mine who is $119,000 in debt. And
what was her crime? How did she ac-
crue that debt? Did she go on a spend-
ing spree? Did she lose her money in a
gambling casino? Her crime was that
she wanted to go to law school, and she

President, I
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