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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 6, 2014, at 12 noon.

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray:

Almighty God, who has ordained that
we live our lives within the bounds of
time and circumstances, use Your om-
nipotence to accomplish Your purposes
on Earth. Through the labors of our
lawmakers, bring to pass the triumph
of Your sovereign will. Lord, empower
our Senators to face life’s challenges
with the strength You so generously
provide. Let them not repeat the mis-
takes of yesterday in the life of today,
nor in the life of today set any bad ex-
amples for the life of tomorrow. Fill us
all with Your joy and peace, which no
circumstance can take from us.

We pray in Your gracious Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

Senate

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014

ENERGY SAVINGS AND INDUS-
TRIAL COMPETITIVENESS ACT
OF 2014—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 368, S. 2262, the
Shaheen-Portman energy efficiency
legislation.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 368, S.
2262, a bill to promote energy savings in resi-
dential buildings and industry, and for other
purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Following my remarks
and those of the Republican leader, the
Senate will be in morning business
until 5:30 p.m. this evening. At that
time there will be up to two rollcall
votes, the first on confirmation of the
Moritz nomination to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Tenth Circuit,
and the next on confirmation of the
nomination of Peter A. Selfridge to be
Chief of Protocol with the Department
of State.

ELECTION OF ANDREW B. WILLISON

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now send
a resolution to the desk and ask unani-
mous consent that it be considered.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 434) electing Andrew
B. Willison as the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper of the Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. This resolution, sponsored
by Senators REID of Nevada and
MCCONNELL, is important.

I ask unanimous consent that the
resolution be agreed to, and the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KiNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Submitted Resolu-
tions.”’)

NOTIFYING THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

STATES

NOTIFYING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. REID. I send two resolutions to
the desk and ask unanimous consent
for their immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolutions by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 435) notifying the
President of the United States of the elec-
tion of a Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper
of the Senate.

A resolution (S. Res. 436) notifying the
House of Representatives of the election of a
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions,
en bloc.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolutions be agreed to en
bloc, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table en bloc, with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions (S. Res. 435 and S.
Res. 436) were agreed to.

434) was
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(The resolutions are printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Reso-
lutions.”)

Mr. REID. Mr. President, just mo-
ments ago we passed a resolution ap-
pointing Drew Willison as the Sergeant
at Arms of the Senate. The importance
of this appointment cannot be over-
stated. While Senators and their staffs
come and go, the office of the Sergeant
at Arms provides much needed sta-
bility to support this great institution.

To put things in perspective, Drew
Willison is only the 39th Sergeant at
Arms in the entire history of the Sen-
ate. That is 230 plus years. By contrast,
there have been 1,950 Senators who
have served in this body since its in-
ception.

As the Senate Sergeant at Arms,
Drew’s duties include the security and
safety of the 6,500 Senate employees, as
well as the millions of visitors who
come to the Capitol each year. Drew’s
predecessor, Terry Gainer, did a phe-
nomenal job as Sergeant at Arms, and
Drew is left with his big shoes to fill.
Terry Gainer was not a partisan, nor is
Drew Willison. That is how this office
should function. I know he is up to the
task.

As Booker T. Washington said,
“Nothing ever comes to one, that is
worth having, except as a result of
hard work.”

Even though Drew did not seek this
position, it has come to him because of
his hard work. He will thrive in the
Sergeant at Arms office because of his
work ethic. I know because I have wit-
nessed his work over the years. He first
came to my office a long time ago, in
1997. He was a fellow for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. His talents
were seen very quickly by me and my
staff. So then, rather than going back
to the EPA, he became a member of my
personal staff. Again, his talents were
recognized immediately. I decided it
would be important that he move to
the Appropriations Committee. He be-
came the chief clerk on our Sub-
committee on Energy and Water Devel-
opment and did a remarkably good job.

I mention his nonpartisan approach
to what he did. During those years of
his working for me—I can’t speak for
when he was there after I became inac-
tive on that Appropriations Com-
mittee—but while I was there those
many years—I was either the chairman
or the ranking member of that com-
mittee for years. The person opposite
me was Pete Domenici from New Mex-
ico. It didn’t matter who the chairman
was, quite frankly. We worked so well
together in those days when we worked
together. We would finish the energy
and water bill on the floor in one day.
We would bring it out of committee
and finish it in one day. We worked to-
gether. Drew Willison was the chief
clerk, and when he wasn’t the chief
clerk, he was the second in command—
whatever that is. We just breezed
through that subcommittee—billions
and billions of dollars, the safety and
security of the nuclear arsenal we
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have, and so many different issues in
that subcommittee that were impor-
tant to the country, as they are today.
But now we can’t even—we have such
difficulty at getting a bill passed. We
did it then in one day—in just a few
hours many times.

So Drew is really a talented man. He
is a very quick learner. Everyone who
has worked with him over the years
came to the realization very quickly:
Tell him what you want him to do; he
did it with a smile, he did it well, and
he did it right.

During my tenure with this good
man, now the Sergeant at Arms, his
talents were invaluable to the success
of my office. For 5 years he has been
the Deputy Sergeant at Arms. He has
been Chief Gainer’s right-hand man,
and that is an understatement. He has
done such a remarkably good job be-
cause of his hard work and his dili-
gence. In the process, he has helped
make this Capitol a better and safer
place to work and to visit.

Now, as the mantel of leading the
Sergeant at Arms office falls to him, I
have no doubt that he will, once again,
prove himself.

The Senate and the many people who
visit and work in the Capitol are in
good hands with Drew Willison at the
helm. I wish him the very best. All I
say to Drew Willison is to continue to
be the person he has been and he will
be a success as the Sergeant at Arms.

NATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM WEEK

Mr. President, this week is National
Travel and Tourism Week. As a Sen-
ator from Nevada, I know how impor-
tant the travel and tourism industry is
to this Nation. Las Vegas alone at-
tracts more than 40 million visitors
each year, and 8 million come from
across the globe. All told, travel and
tourism generates $45 billion in rev-
enue for the Las Vegas economy while
employing 400,000 Nevadans.

This industry’s impact is not unique
in Nevada. People go to the Presiding
Officer’s State of Maine year-round. It
slows down a little in the wintertime,
but people go there year-round because
of the beauty of the State of Maine. I
have only been to Maine on one occa-
sion, but I went as a tourist. I wanted
to see that beautiful State, and I was
able to do that. It is the same in vir-
tually every State in America. Tour-
ism is the No. 1, No. 2 or No. 3 driving
economic influence of every State.

So recognizing Travel and Tourism
Week is more than just simple talk; it
is important to do that. Annually,
travel and tourism contribute more
than $2 trillion to the national econ-
omy. It supplies 15 million jobs to
Americans, and these are jobs that
don’t ship overseas. In fact, tourism is
the Nation’s No. 1 export.

While it is important to recognize
National Travel and Tourism Week,
just mentioning the industry’s
strength is not enough. As with any
profitable business, investment helps.
It will do the same in tourism, and we
have proven that over the last few
years.
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A small investment in travel and
business does great things for America.
As I recall, there were about five fili-
busters we had to overcome on this leg-
islation, but we did overcome them,
and we finally passed it in 2010. Presi-
dent Obama signed this into law. It is
called the Travel Promotion Act.

After we passed the law, this entity
was led by a man named Stephen
Cloobeck. Stephen Cloobeck is a busi-
nessman, and he has been a successful
businessman. He is now extremely suc-
cessful in the time-sharing business
and in other areas. But he was really a
good leader of that entity when it was
first created, and that wasn’t easy.
There were a lot of bumps in the road.
But being the exceptionally good busi-
nessman that he was and is, it worked
out well. His leadership was phe-
nomenal.

In countries all over the world, Brand
USA—that is what it is called, Brand
USA—advertisements come at no cost
to the American taxpayers, and these
entice foreign travelers to visit Amer-
ica.

By any measure, the Travel Pro-
motion Act has been an incredible suc-
cess. But don’t take my word for it. An
independent analysis found that Brand
USA helped to generate more than 1
million new visitors to the United
States, and it is only going to get bet-
ter. Those international visitors spent
$3.4 billion last year. Increasing inter-
national tourism and visitation to the
United States creates jobs. On average,
our international visitors stay longer
in our Nation’s hotels and they spend
more money in our stores and res-
taurants than domestic travelers. One
out of every four visitors who come to
Las Vegas comes from outside the
United States. Nearly 20 percent of all
visitors, which is obvious from those
numbers I just gave, come to Las Vegas
from abroad.

So it is clear that Brand USA is help-
ing our Nation’s tourism industry, and
it is helping our Nation capitalize on
this growing market of tourism. That
is why the Senate passed an immigra-
tion bill that is currently stuck in the
House of Representatives. This legisla-
tion includes a permanent reauthoriza-
tion for the Travel Promotion Act and
Brand USA.

Unfortunately, the House of Rep-
resentatives has so far refused to take
up an immigration reform bill. We did
our work, and it was led by four Demo-
crats and four Republicans. The four
Democrats: Senators SCHUMER, DURBIN,
MENENDEZ, and BENNET; the four Re-
publicans: Senators RUBIO, FLAKE,
McCAIN, and GRAHAM. They did good
work. It could not have been done
without them.

Our Nation’s travel industry, though,
needs us to do more. Recognizing the
importance of tourism, it is so impor-
tant we proceed and help the tourism
industry by passing the immigration
reform bill.

I mentioned the good work done by
these eight Senators. The current
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president of the Las Vegas Convention
and Visitors Authority and former
chairman of the U.S. Association—his
name is Rossi Ralenkotter—has
stressed the need for investment in our
Nation’s infrastructure.

As we invest in airports, rail, and
roads—we certainly do not do enough,
but when we do, we are effectively
opening this Nation’s doors to our visi-
tors. By providing safe, efficient travel
for tourists, we can also ensure that
the American travel industry has a re-
liable flow of business.

Our commitment to bolstering tour-
ism must amount to more than just
concrete and metal. We must ensure
that not only do we invite people
here—and they come from across the
world—but that we are also facilitating
their arrival and their departure.

In the Senate immigration bill we
make it easier for tourists to come to
America by increasing the number of
Customs and Border Patrol agents who
process international visitors. We hope
as tourists from foreign nations be-
come more comfortable with traveling
to the United States they will do so
more frequently.

We are fast approaching the anniver-
sary of the immigration bill’s passage
in the Senate. Yet this bipartisan bill
sits idling in the Republican-controlled
House of Representatives, and the Re-
publicans seem to be content to con-
tinue to ‘‘idle,” a code word for doing
nothing.

There are many urgent reasons we
must pass the immigration bill and
travel promotion is one of them. We
cannot be content to do nothing in pro-
moting the United States to the world
because ultimately travel promotion is
job promotion. It is about creating
jobs. It is about growing our economy.
It is about keeping the United States
competitive in the world travel busi-
ness.

So this week as we consider the in-
credible impact of travel and tourism
on our Nation’s economy, I invite my
colleagues in Congress to continue to
invest in this vital industry. If we are
successful, we will make sure America
remains the ultimate tourist destina-
tion for decades to come.

I see on the floor the distinguished
senior Senator from Minnesota. Her
work on getting this Travel Promotion
Act passed was superb. Her efforts con-
tinue to make sure it is working well
in the immigration bill. No one has
helped more than the senior Senator
from Minnesota. She is a good legis-
lator, and she has proven that to me
many times. Her work on this legisla-
tion reminds me how tenacious she is.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
would like to thank the leader for his
superb leadership on tourism. Anyone
who represents the State of Nevada un-
derstands how important tourism is to
our States and to our country. The
leader knows it is not just about Las
Vegas, it is also about places such as
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the Mall of America in Minnesota or
all of those great bed and breakfast and
fishing operations in the States of
Maine or Arkansas or Missouri.

Senator BLUNT is the lead Republican
head of this bill, along with myself,
and we now have 26 authors on the re-
authorization of the Travel Promotion
Act, Brand USA; in addition, of course,
to the immigration bill, which would
allow us to not just reauthorize the
Travel Promotion Act but also the
JOLT Act, which creates all kinds of
new ways to add more jobs to America
by speeding up the visa process, by cre-
ating some more visa waiver countries
and other things.

We will be talking more about that
later.

NIGERIAN SCHOOLGIRLS ABDUCTION

Today I am here on a very important
matter. I rise to discuss the outrageous
abduction of 276 schoolgirls by the ter-
rorist group Boko Haram in north-
eastern Nigeria. Now we have reports
that these schoolgirls, some as young
as 15 years old, are being sold into
forced marriages with militants.

I know this sounds like something
that might be in some kind of a late-
night movie or in a strange book, but
in fact this happened. This happened
this last month, that these 276 school-
girls were abducted from their school
by a terrorist group in Nigeria.

With Boko Haram’s leader now ap-
pearing on video vowing to ‘‘sell them
in the market,” let’s call this what it
is: one of the most brazen and shocking
single incidents of human trafficking
we have seen in recent memory. As
Secretary of State John Kerry said this
weekend, it is ‘“‘not just an act of ter-
rorism. It’s a massive human traf-
ficking moment and [it is] grotesque.”

This heinous crime demands that we
take action immediately to help bring
these girls home to their families and
bring their kidnappers to justice. This
is a test of our own country’s commit-
ment to fight human trafficking and
modern-day slavery, and we must step
up and help Nigeria with this chal-
lenge.

On the night of April 14, a gang of
heavily armed militants attacked the
dormitory of the Government Girls
Secondary School in Chibok, a town in
Nigeria’s Borno state. They shot the
guards, loaded 276 girls into trucks,
and drove them away into the forest.

That was 3 weeks ago today, and
since then there has been disturbingly
little action to find these girls and to
get their captors. Local police say
around 53 of the girls have escaped, but
that still leaves at least 223 held hos-
tage in the hands of Boko Haram. That
is almost as many people as were
aboard Malaysian Airlines Flight 370.
That was 239 passengers and crew,
which we all know about and is a hor-
rible tragedy and the subject of intense
media coverage and a massive inter-
national search, costing tens of mil-
lions of dollars. But I have a feeling
many people who are watching this
right now or who are in this Chamber
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probably have not even heard about
these girls in Nigeria.

In Nigeria no one seems to know
where these girls are, and until this
past weekend no one seemed inclined
to do much about it. The most deter-
mined pursuit of the kidnappers had
come not from the Nigerian military
but from the families of the abducted
girls. Some of the family members,
armed only with bows and arrows to
fight terrorists armed with assault ri-
fles, rode into the forest on motor-
cycles to try to find their girls. That is
the best the world could do so far and
that is shameful.

Now the situation is more desperate
than ever. The girls are reportedly
being married off or even sold for as
little as $12 to be wives to Boko Haram
militants. Just this morning a video
surfaced featuring a man claiming to
be a Boko Haram leader, taunting Ni-
geria and the world with this shameful
statement claiming responsibility for
the attack. He said this:

I abducted your girls. I will sell them in
the market, by Allah. There is a market for
selling humans. Allah says I should sell. He
commands me to sell. I will sell women. I
sell women.

That Boko Haram would target these
girls is actually not a surprise. The
group’s very name means ‘‘Western
education is sinful,” and it systemati-
cally targets schools and kidnaps and
kills children, especially girls, who are
guilty of nothing more than seeking a
better life for themselves through
schooling.

The Nigerian Government estimates
the group has destroyed over 200
schools. In February, 59 students were
shot and hacked to death at the Fed-
eral Government College in the nearby
town of Buni Yadi. The government
had actually closed the schools in the
region in the face of these ruthless at-
tacks.

But these girls wanted to go to
school. They wanted to get an edu-
cation. Their school, which had been
closed for 1 month, was reopened so
they could just take their final
exams—something my daughter is
doing right now at college, something
high school kids the age of these girls
are doing all over the United States
right now. They were just trying to
take their exams.

These are girls who should be the
next generation of leaders in their
community and their nation—not sold
off to a band of thugs.

Fortunately, after this weekend the
world is finally paying attention, and I
hope this Chamber pays attention.
With the families reaching out through
social media, using the Twitter
hashtag #BringBackOurGirls, protests
have spread across the world, calling
for the Nigerian Government to take
stronger action and for the inter-
national community to help.

The United States should help lead
that international effort. I was encour-
aged that Secretary Kerry said this
weekend that “we will do everything
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possible to support the Nigerian gov-
ernment to return these young women
to their homes and hold the perpetra-
tors to justice.” But we need actions to
back up those words, and I would like
to suggest three actions we should take
to help marshal a global response to
this heinous crime.

First, the United States should seek
a resolution from the U.N. Security
Council condemning this attack and
calling for member countries to extend
all appropriate assistance to Nigeria
and neighboring countries to help lo-
cate the victims of Boko Haram’s ab-
ductions and bring them home.

Second, we should move as quickly as
we can to provide intelligence, surveil-
lance, and reconnaissance assets to
contribute to the search for the miss-
ing girls. The countries of the region
have limited resources, and American
support with aerial and satellite sur-
veillance, similar to what we have pro-
vided to the hunt for Joseph Kony and
his so-called Lord’s Resistance Army in
Central Africa, could make a signifi-
cant difference in their ability to lib-
erate Boko Haram’s hostages.

Finally, we should work to strength-
en the capabilities of local authorities
in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, and other
countries in the region to counter
Boko Haram, protect children, particu-
larly girls, in their education systems,
and combat human trafficking.

I led a delegation last month to Mex-
ico focused on fighting human traf-
ficking, and one of the lessons I took
away from that was the critical impor-
tance of training local law enforce-
ment, prosecutors, and judges to recog-
nize trafficking when they see it. A
sharp-eyed police officer in one of these
countries can make all the difference
in finding these girls.

Make no mistake. How we respond to
the abduction of the schoolgirls of Ni-
geria will send a message about our Na-
tion’s commitment to human rights
and the fight against modern-day slav-
ery.

Human trafficking is a stain on the
conscience of the world. It is one of the
reasons I became involved in this issue,
having been a prosecutor and seeing
the devastation that prostitution and
trafficking and sex trafficking wreaks
on these girls.

In the United States we have our own
problems; 83 percent of our victims in
the United States are from the United
States. We have had several prosecu-
tions in my own State. We have had
prosecutions in North Dakota. It is one
of the reasons I introduced a bill with
Senator CORNYN. We have multiple au-
thors who go after this crime to look
at a smarter way to handle these cases,
which is modeled after the safe harbor
law, which Minnesota uses, as well as
12 other States.

The idea is to treat these girls as vic-
tims. Their average age is 13 years
old—not old enough to drive, not old
enough to go to their high school prom.
It takes that concept, puts it into a
comprehensive sex-trafficking strat-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

egy, and goes after this in our own
country.

It is now the world’s third largest
criminal enterprise—human traf-
ficking—right behind drugs and guns.
So do not think this is just something
that people are talking about. It is not.
It is happening right now.

Nicholas Kristof and his wife Sheryl
WuDunn wrote a book called ‘‘Half the
Sky,” named for the Chinese proverb
“women hold up half the sky.” It is
about human trafficking. It uses exam-
ples from all over the world. In it they
argue that ‘‘it is not hyperbole to say
that millions of women and girls are
actually enslaved today.” They esti-
mate that 2 million disappear each
year. In fact, this book was written
long before this happened in Nigeria,
and one of the examples they use is a
girl being abducted in Nigeria. One of
the examples they use is girls being ab-
ducted in Moldova, one of the poorest
countries in that region. Senator
McCAIN just went to Moldova and came
back. When he was there he asked:
Where are all the young girls and
women? The officials there told him:
Many of them have been trafficked to
other countries—trafficked to Russia.

This is happening right now, and
these girls in Nigeria need our help.
The girls abducted and apparently sold
into forced marriages in Nigeria are as
young as 15 years old. They are being
forced to endure what no one, let alone
a young girl, should ever have to expe-
rience.

Simply put, this is a barbaric prac-
tice that must be extinguished from
the world. In the book Kristof and his
wife wrote they liken the imperative of
abolishing human trafficking today to
what the British bravely did in the
early 1800s when Britain abolished slav-
ery.

They note that what mattered most
in turning the tide against slavery was
the British public. It was not the aboli-
tionists’ passion and moral conviction,
as important as that was, but instead
what turned the tide was what they
called the ‘“‘meticulously amassed evi-
dence of barbarity’”’—the human beings
packed into the hold of slave ships, the
stink, the diseases, the corpses, the
bloody manacles.

We cannot close our eyes to the clear
“‘evidence of barbarity’ unfolding be-
fore us in Nigeria. This is one of those
times when our action or inaction will
be felt not just by those schoolgirls
being held captive and their families
waiting in agony, but by victims and
perpetrators of trafficking around the
world. Now is the time to act.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order the Senate will be in
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a period of morning business until 5:30
p.m. with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HIRONO). The Senator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be given
enough time to complete my speech.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection.

(Ms.

——
FREE SPEECH

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, it is
no secret that our Nation faces a num-
ber of critical problems. We have a na-
tional debt that currently stands at
$17.4 trillion. We are in the midst of an
entitlement crisis that threatens to
balloon our debt and swallow funding
for the rest of our government. We
have a still-struggling economy, which
was once again confirmed last week
with the announcement of lackluster
growth numbers. These are just some
of the problems we are facing. There
are numerous others.

With all the challenges in front of us,
you would think the Senate majority
and the President of the United States
would be focused on solving at least
one or two of these problems. Sadly,
that is not the case. In this heightened
partisan climate, my friends in the ma-
jority are far more often than not fo-
cused on two things: shoring up their
political base and marginalizing their
political critics. In other words, it is
all politics all the time.

It is pretty easy to find examples of
the Democrats’ efforts to solidify their
progressive base. Indeed, we have seen
it in just the last few weeks. Why else
do you think we have had show votes
on bills such as the so-called Paycheck
Fairness Act and minimum wage, espe-
cially since we already have laws that
say women should be paid fairly? Why
else did we have to endure the all-night
speech fest on climate change a few
weeks back? None of these efforts were
rooted in any Kkind of policy justifica-
tion. They certainly weren’t aimed at
benefiting our economy or creating
jobs. If anything, they would do ex-
actly the opposite. In fact, the CBO
confirmed that the Democrats’ latest
gambit here on the floor—the min-
imum wage—would actually cost our
economy somewhere upward of at least
half a million jobs.

All of these endeavors were aimed at
driving turnout for the Democratic
base in November, but that is just half
of the Democrats’ equation. The other
half is silencing their critics. Indeed,
over the past few years we have seen a
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