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hard to support, which have provided
more than $4.4 million to the local
economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be Fremont
County’s excellent work to secure
funding for firefighting equipment
through Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, FEMA, fire grants. I
look forward to seeing how Fremont
County has implemented this impor-
tant funding in their community.

Among the highlights:

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as—for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Fremont County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $896,975 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment through targeted community
projects: In Southeast Iowa, we have
worked together to grow the economy
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects
including improved roads and bridges,
modernized sewer and water systems,
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Fremont County. In many
cases, I have secured Federal funding
that has leveraged local investments
and served as a catalyst for a whole
ripple effect of positive, creative
changes. I have fought for funding for
affordable housing programs through
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, which local economic de-
velopment officials have successfully
won over many years, securing over
$475,000 and helping to create jobs and
expand economic opportunities in Fre-
mont County.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin Grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Fre-
mont County has received $150,000 in
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in
Fremont County have received funds
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools
for technology totaling $47,400.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
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been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Fremont County has received
more than $2.6 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed-
captioned television but in the full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in
our society and economy, folks who at
long last have the opportunity to con-
tribute their talents and to be fully in-
cluded. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Fremont County, both those with
and without disabilities, and they
make us proud to be a part of a com-
munity and country that respects the
worth and civil rights of all of our citi-
Zens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of ITowa, and spe-
cifically Fremont County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Fre-
mont County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives, and, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa, and I will al-
ways be profoundly grateful for the op-
portunity to serve the people of Iowa
as their Senator.e

———

SHELBY COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
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ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Shelby County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Shelby County worth over $544,000 and
successfully acquired financial assist-
ance from programs I have fought hard
to support, which have provided more
than $8.4 million to the local economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be early in my
career when I helped Elk Horn to cut
through the bureaucratic red tape
holding its historical Danish windmill
at customs in New York due to import
levies. I also worked with community
leaders to see that they received a re-
fund of that levy. Soon after, I spent
one of my work days helping the people
of the community to rebuild it as a bi-
centennial project. The windmill stood
on Danish soil for 127 years before it
was purchased by the Elk Horn com-
munity. I am pleased that my state
staff director, Rob Barron, will be re-
visiting this site exactly 38 years after
my workday on May 1, 1976.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin Grants—for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Shelby
County has received $391,730 in Harkin
Grants. Similarly, schools in Shelby
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $20,000.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
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rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Shelby County has received
more than $2.1 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Wellness and health care: Improving
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been
passionate about for decades. That is
why I fought to dramatically increase
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole
range of initiatives to improve the
health of individuals and families not
only at the doctor’s office but also in
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke-
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for
themselves and their families. These
efforts not only save lives, they will
also save money for generations to
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for
a whopping 75 percent of annual health
care costs. I am pleased that with the
help of community leaders like Sheri
Bowen with the public health depart-
ment, Shelby County has recognized
this important issue by securing
$162,500 for wellness grants and through
direct appropriations for mental health
services for distressed farmers.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television but in the full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in
our society and economy, folks who at
long last have the opportunity to con-
tribute their talents and to be fully in-
cluded. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Shelby County, both those with and
without disabilities. And they make us
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proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Shelby County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Shelby County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. And I will
always be profoundly grateful for the
opportunity to serve the people of Iowa
as their Senator.e

———
TRIBUTE TO SARAH JOHNSON

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Sarah Johnson, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.

Sarah is a graduate of Custer High
School in Custer, SD. Currently, she is
attending South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology, where she is
majoring in mining engineering. She is
a hard worker who has been dedicated
to getting the most out of her experi-
ence.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Sarah for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

———
TRIBUTE TO MEGAN ASSMAN

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Megan Assman, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.

Megan is a graduate of Winner High
School in Winner, SD. Currently, she is
attending South Dakota State Univer-
sity, where she is majoring in political
science. She is a hard worker who has
been dedicated to getting the most out
of her experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Megan for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO JENNESSA SCHOLL

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Jennessa Scholl, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.

Jennessa is a graduate of Spearfish
High School in Spearfish, SD. Cur-
rently, she is also a graduate of Black
Hills State University, where she ma-
jored in mass communications. She is a
hard worker who has been dedicated to
getting the most out of her experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jennessa for all of the
fine work she has done and wish her
continued success in the years to
come.®
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TRIBUTE TO ADAM WEK

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Adam Wek, an intern in my
Washington, DC, office, for all the hard
work he has done for me, my staff, and
the State of South Dakota.

Adam is a graduate of Roosevelt High
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently,
he is attending South Dakota State
University, where he is majoring in po-
litical science. He is a hard worker who
has been dedicated to getting the most
out of his experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Adam for all of the fine
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO DAVID JENSEN

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor Mr. David Jensen, a na-
tive of Lemmon, SD, for being awarded
the Office of the Secretary of the De-
partment of Defense Medal for Valor.
The Medal for Valor is the highest ci-
vilian award for valor, and David re-
ceived this honor for his actions while
deployed in Afghanistan on September
10, 2012. He was recognized for his brav-
ery in an awards ceremony at the Pen-
tagon’s Hall of Heroes on April 14, 2014.

David served in the 75th Ranger Regi-
ment and the U.S. Army Special Oper-
ations Command before he was honor-
ably discharged. He is now a special op-
erations task force advisor at Fort
Bragg, NC, working for the Joint Im-
provised Explosive Device Defeat Orga-
nization.

David has also worked as a con-
tractor for Wexford Group Inc., serving
with the U.S. Army Asymmetric War-
fare Group. In 2012, David was deployed
to Afghanistan as an operational ad-
viser for the Asymmetric Warfare
Group alongside Company C, 2nd Bat-
talion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, 82nd Airborne Division. On Sep-
tember 10, 2012, David and Company C
were set to fly out of Bagram Airfield
with Afghan National Security Forces
to conduct a partnered air assault op-
eration in Parwan Province. During
preflight operations, however, one of
the CH-47 Chinook helicopters was
struck by an enemy rocket, igniting
the fuel tanks of the aircraft. Despite
the high risk of danger and personal
harm, David immediately began evacu-
ating wounded soldiers from the burn-
ing aircraft, making several trips be-
fore the flames overcame the entire
aircraft. After evacuating four wound-
ed soldiers from the wreckage, David
promptly began administering medical
attention to the injured. A humble
man, David has said that he merely re-
acted, doing what needed to be done.

David Jensen is most deserving of the
Medal for Valor for his exemplary brav-
ery in the face of danger and putting
the concerns of others before his own.
His selfless acts saved the lives of his
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