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million people suffer from hunger. In
Laos, for example, 50 percent of chil-
dren under the age of 5 are chronically
malnourished. And in Burma, it is esti-
mated that about 35 percent of children
are undernourished and stunted.

But hunger is not just a problem for
developing countries. Families across
America and in my home State of
Maryland are also struggling. Accord-
ing to the latest U.S. department of
Agriculture report on Household Food
Security in the United States, 12.5 per-
cent of all households in Maryland
were food insecure between 2009 and
2011, and more than 27 percent of chil-
dren in Maryland are living in poverty.

Proper nutrition is not just impor-
tant to individual health, it is critical
to the long-term health and success of
nations. Poor nutrition and rampant
hunger results in a less healthy and
less productive workforce, hampers
economic development and growth, and
ultimately perpetuates the cycle of
hunger and poverty for successive gen-
erations. It should not be that way;
every child should have the oppor-
tunity to grow up healthy and strong.

Thanks to organizations like the
World Food Program USA and the
United Nations World Food Program,
who together work to solve global hun-
ger, the number of hungry people in
the world has fallen by 17 percent since
1990. And in 2013, the World Food Pro-
gram provided 24 million school chil-
dren in 60 different countries with
meals at school. This not only reduces
undernourishment and hunger, but also
incentivizes school attendance. We
need more programs like this, and we
need more people to be aware of this
issue, both here in the United States
and abroad.

With the world population expected
to increase to 9 billion by 2050, trans-
forming how people farm and what peo-
ple eat is the only way, I believe, to en-
sure food security for future genera-
tions.

We are making great strides in global
food security, particularly through the
U.S. Feed The Future Initiative, which
focuses on building sustainability and
resilience into communities by trans-
forming how people farm and what peo-
ple eat.

In 2009, then-Secretary of State Clin-
ton said,

We have the resources to give every person
in the world the tools they need to feed
themselves and their children. So the ques-
tion is not whether we can end hunger. It’s
whether we will.

Ending global hunger and poverty
will not happen tomorrow, but if we
continue to coordinate with our global
partners, harness the power of the pri-
vate sector and the NGO community,
and use our development aid in the
most effective and transparent way
possible, we will have much better out-
comes. The United States must be re-
lentless in striving to assure that no
one goes hungry.
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TRIBUTE TO TONY ZEISS

e Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a friend of education,
a passionate champion for job creation
and innovation, and a truly out-
standing leader from North Carolina.

Dr. Tony Zeiss has served as the
president of Central Piedmont Commu-
nity College in Charlotte, NC, since
1992. CPCC is an institution familiar to
many of my colleagues in this body. In
January 2012, during his State of the
Union Address, the President held up
the partnership between CPCC and Sie-
mens Energy as a model of customized
training for workforce development.
Central Piedmont Community College
was also selected as the 2002 Commu-
nity College of the Year by the Na-
tional Alliance of Business.

The community college’s success is
due, in large part, to Dr. Zeiss’s leader-
ship and commitment to fostering in-
novation in workforce and career de-
velopment.

Dr. Zeiss is a native of Indiana and a
proud alumnus of Indiana State Uni-
versity, where he earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees. He received his
doctorate degree in community college
administration from Nova South-
eastern University.

Dr. Zeiss is passionate about his
adopted home State of North Carolina
and the importance of making a dif-
ference in his community. He has
served on several local, regional, and
national boards. He is the past chair of
the board of the American Association
of Community Colleges, past board
chair for the League for Innovation,
and was the Association of Community
College Trustees’ National Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the year for 2004-2005.

While it is evident he is deeply en-
gaged in his community, the true
sources of strength for Dr. Zeiss are his
wife Beth, his two sons, his daughter-
in-law, and his two grandchildren.

One of the first opportunities Dr.
Zeiss sought out when he arrived in
North Carolina was participation in
Leadership North Carolina, a nonprofit
organization that engages current and
emerging leaders from across the State
through ongoing networking and serv-
ice opportunities. In 1995, Dr. Zeiss
graduated from Leadership North Caro-
lina as an alumnus of Class I. In 2005,
the LNC board of directors recognized
his contributions to the State by pre-
senting him with the L. Richardson
Preyer Alumni Award, presented annu-
ally to an LNC alumnus whose dem-
onstrated leadership has made a sig-
nificant improvement in the quality of
life, economic well-being, and/or sense
of community in our State.

Elected as chair of Leadership North
Carolina in 2012, Dr. Zeiss has brought
his considerable leadership experience
and passion as an alumnus to strength-
en the organization during his 2-year
tenure. His work has positioned the
program for sustainability for years to
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come and strengthened its reputation
among leaders in business, govern-
ment, education, and the nonprofit sec-
tor. The measure of a good leader is the
legacy he or she leaves behind. Dr.
Tony Zeiss leaves North Carolina with
950 informed and engaged leaders and
has challenged them to leverage their
influence for the benefit of our State
and Nation.

On June 30 of this year, Dr. Tony
Zeiss will complete his tenure as chair
of the Leadership North Carolina board
of directors. We need strong, effective,
visionary leaders now more than ever.
Dr. Zeiss’s service to Leadership North
Carolina has been focused on pro-
moting the LNC program and soliciting
financial support for its sustainability
and growth, all while engaging, chal-
lenging, and informing future leaders. I
join the board of directors of Leader-
ship North Carolina in recognizing Dr.
Zeiss for his leadership, vision, and de-
termination.

As a fellow parent and grandparent, I
am grateful for the example Dr. Zeiss
has set for young people and the oppor-
tunities he has provided through the
gifts of education and leadership. He is
the embodiment of our State’s motto,
Esse Quam Videri, to be rather than to
seem, and I ask all my colleagues to
join me in thanking Dr. Tony Zeiss for
his service to North Carolina.e

———

FREMONT COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State, and it has been deeply
gratifying to see how my work in Con-
gress has supported these local efforts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Fremont County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities and a healthier, safer commu-
nity

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Fremont County worth over $155,000
and successfully acquired financial as-
sistance from programs I have fought
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hard to support, which have provided
more than $4.4 million to the local
economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be Fremont
County’s excellent work to secure
funding for firefighting equipment
through Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, FEMA, fire grants. I
look forward to seeing how Fremont
County has implemented this impor-
tant funding in their community.

Among the highlights:

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as—for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Fremont County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $896,975 for
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-
opment through targeted community
projects: In Southeast Iowa, we have
worked together to grow the economy
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects
including improved roads and bridges,
modernized sewer and water systems,
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Fremont County. In many
cases, I have secured Federal funding
that has leveraged local investments
and served as a catalyst for a whole
ripple effect of positive, creative
changes. I have fought for funding for
affordable housing programs through
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, which local economic de-
velopment officials have successfully
won over many years, securing over
$475,000 and helping to create jobs and
expand economic opportunities in Fre-
mont County.

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin Grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Fre-
mont County has received $150,000 in
Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in
Fremont County have received funds
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools
for technology totaling $47,400.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
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been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Fremont County has received
more than $2.6 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed-
captioned television but in the full par-
ticipation of people with disabilities in
our society and economy, folks who at
long last have the opportunity to con-
tribute their talents and to be fully in-
cluded. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Fremont County, both those with
and without disabilities, and they
make us proud to be a part of a com-
munity and country that respects the
worth and civil rights of all of our citi-
Zens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of ITowa, and spe-
cifically Fremont County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in Fre-
mont County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives, and, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa, and I will al-
ways be profoundly grateful for the op-
portunity to serve the people of Iowa
as their Senator.e

———

SHELBY COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
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ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Shelby County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to secure funding in
Shelby County worth over $544,000 and
successfully acquired financial assist-
ance from programs I have fought hard
to support, which have provided more
than $8.4 million to the local economy.

Of course my favorite memory of
working together has to be early in my
career when I helped Elk Horn to cut
through the bureaucratic red tape
holding its historical Danish windmill
at customs in New York due to import
levies. I also worked with community
leaders to see that they received a re-
fund of that levy. Soon after, I spent
one of my work days helping the people
of the community to rebuild it as a bi-
centennial project. The windmill stood
on Danish soil for 127 years before it
was purchased by the Elk Horn com-
munity. I am pleased that my state
staff director, Rob Barron, will be re-
visiting this site exactly 38 years after
my workday on May 1, 1976.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin Grants—for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Shelby
County has received $391,730 in Harkin
Grants. Similarly, schools in Shelby
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $20,000.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
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