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the last baseball stadium to have lights
installed in 1988. It was the first sta-
dium to have an organ playing music,
and that music remains to this day,
the first to build permanent concession
stands, the first to have live broadcast
of games. While there is some dispute
whether Wrigley was the first place to
allow fans to keep the balls hit into the
stands, it certainly is where the cus-
tom began of throwing back the oppo-
nent’s homerun balls.

Wrigley hasn’t always been home to
the Cubs exclusively. The Decatur
Staleys moved to play football there in
1921. You know them today as the Chi-
cago Bears, and from 1921 to 1970,
Wrigley was their home too. And the
reason they are called the Bears is be-
cause the Cubs were already playing
there. Wrigley has hosted soccer
matches, concerts, and even a National
Hockey League game. The first All-
American Girls Professional Baseball
League’s first All Star Game during
the 1943 midseason was played at
Wrigley Field. They brought in tem-
porary lights for that game.

The Wrigley experience means people
come to have fun at the game and be
involved in the game. It was as true in
1920 as it is today. Generations of kids
have come to Wrigley to watch their
first ballgame in the same seat their
parents and grandparents watched
theirs. For Cubs fans, the ball park is a
community as much as a place where
baseball is played. Wrigley Field is sur-
rounded by small businesses that de-
pend on the community. Fans go every
day by foot, by bicycle, by train, or by
car into the neighborhood known as
Wrigleyville to see the Chicago Cubs
play at their treasure of a stadium.

And they have seen legends. On June
26, 1920, a 17-year-old high school play-
er hit a game-winning grand slam com-
pletely out of the park when his New
York School of Commerce team played
Chicago’s Lane Tech High School. That
was Lou Gehrig. Babe Ruth’s called
shot? It was at Wrigley Field in 1932 in
the World Series. It is still debated. My
boyhood hero, St. Louis Cardinal Stan
Musial, recorded his 3000th hit in
Wrigley. In fact, it has been said that
the visiting clubhouse has had more
Hall of Famers in one room than any
other facility that exists in sports.

It is not just those visiting Wrigley
that made the memories but those we
claim as our own. Harry Caray was an
announcer for decades, but it was at
Wrigley Field where he became a leg-
end with his dark-framed glasses, jovi-
ality, and his singing ‘“Take Me Out To
The Ball Game” with the crowd. It is a
tradition still carried today. Ernie
Banks’ boundless energy and joy for
the game, ‘“‘Let’s play two!”” Ron Santo,
Billy Williams, Fergie Jenkins, Ryne
Sandberg, Hack Wilson, Andre Dawson,
Kerry Wood, and so many others are
beloved for their time playing for the
Cubs in The Friendly Confines.

“There 1is always next year,” a
phrase too often uttered by Cubs fans,
could just as easily be a promise that
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our field, Wrigley Field, is as much a
part of the future as it is our past.
Madam President, it is with great
pride that I ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating the 100th anniversary
of one of America’s greatest land-
marks, Wrigley Field. Holy cow, what a
ride it has been for such a wonderful
place at 1060 W. Addison in Chicago, IL.

REMEMBERING THE COLUMBINE
TRAGEDY

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, fifteen years ago, Colorado
communities were shaken by a horrific
act of violence at Columbine High
School where 12 students and a teacher
tragically lost their lives and many
others were injured. In the wake of this
violence, Coloradans came together to
be there for their friends and neighbors
and stood united as one community.

The strength of this community is
embodied no more clearly than by Col-
umbine High School principal Frank
DeAngelis. Principal DeAngelis is re-
tiring at the end of the school year,
capping 34 years of dedication to edu-
cation, community service, resilience,
and leadership.

Principal DeAngelis has spent the
past 18 years leading the school, ful-
filling the promise he made after the
attack that he would remain as prin-
cipal until all the students in Col-
umbine feeder schools at the time had
graduated.

It is this enduring spirit and the
strength of so many in the community
that have allowed us to heal and re-
flect. On this somber anniversary, let’s
remember the victims, honor the resil-
ience of the survivors, and collaborate
to find ways to reduce these types of
senseless tragedies.

Mr. BENNET. Madam President,
April 20 marked the 15th anniversary of
the tragic shooting at Columbine High
School. I come to the floor to honor
the memories of the 12 young, innocent
students, and beloved teacher we lost,
and to recognize the bravery that so
many educators and first responders
showed on that horrific day.

On the day of the anniversary, Colo-
radans gathered at Clement Park in
Littleton to remember the victims and
recommit to preventing these acts of
senseless violence from ever happening
again. Coni Sanders, the daughter of
Coach Dave Sanders who was Kkilled
that day, spoke at the gathering. If I
could just share a few of her words, I
think they ring very true.

She said,

Fifteen years ago, Columbine was a mas-
sacre. Columbine was a tragedy. Columbine
was synonymous with death. Today, we rec-
ognize that Columbine is a community and
that even the most violent of hate could not
shake us.

Coni’s words express the pain we
have all been left with in the wake of
too many similar tragedies in Colorado
and across the country. But her words
also remind us of the enduring strength
of our communities and the need to do
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more to combat gun violence in the
United States.

WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT

Mr. BEGICH. Madam President, this
month, 46 veterans from the Last Fron-
tier and Golden Heart Chapters of the
Honor Flight Network are traveling
from Alaska to Washington, DC, to
visit their memorials. I know you will
join me in welcoming these heroes to
our Nation’s capital and recognizing
their service to our Nation.

I would like to record the individual
names of those who traveled from Alas-
ka to be here today. World War II Vet-
erans of the Alaska Territorial Guard:
Mr. Wesley Aiken, Mr. Gust Bartman,
Mr. Sigurd L. Edwards, Mr. Daniel E.
Henry, Sr., Mr. Daniel K. Karmun, Mr.
David U. Leavitt, Sr., Mr. Henry H.
Neligan, and Mr. Vincent Tocktoo, Sr.
World War II Veterans: Mr. William R.
Alter, Army; Mr. Bruce E. Arndt,
Army; Ms. Nancy Baker, Army Air
Corp; Mr. Robert H. Breakfield, Navy;
Mr. William E. Bush, Marines; Mr. Nor-
man H.V. Elliott, Army; Mr. David K.
Fison, Navy; Mr. Frank E. Flavin,
Army; Mr. Kirtley E. Franse, Air Force
& Army; Mr. Malven R. Gaither, Navy;
Mr. Eldon L. Gallear, Merchant Ma-
rines; Mr. George G. Gilbertson, Navy;
Mr. Warren G. Hackney, Merchant Ma-
rines; Mr. Arthur Hammer, Air Force,
Mr. Robert P. Harrison, Army; Mr.
Donald M. Hoover, Navy; Mr. Robert L.
Johnston, Navy; Mr. Willard J.
Jorgensen, Army; Mr. Robert W.
Kittleson, Navy & Air Force; Mr. Gor-
don E. Kler, Navy; Mr. Thomas Lewis,
Navy; Mr. Gerald J. Lind, Air Force &
Army; Ms. Bette-Rae Mattoon, Navy
WAVE; Mr. Roby S. Mchone, Army;
Mr. Leon N. Merkes, Army; Mr. George
R. Painter, Merchant Marines; Ms.
Charlotte K. Schwid, Army; Mr. Joseph
E. Stanger, Air Force; Ms. Francis A.
Swaim, Army; Mr. George C. Swift,
Coast Guard; Mr. James H. Weaver,
Army; and Mr. Edward C. Willis, Mer-
chant Marines. Korean War Veterans:
Mr. William Blocolsky, Navy; Ms.
Lorane J. Mobley, Navy; and Mr. Rich-
ard C. Sullivan, Marines. Vietnam War
Veterans: Mr. Roger W. Brooks, Army;
Mr. Alan L. Coble, Army; and Mr.
Clifford E. Mobley, Army.

These veterans from Alaska join over
118,000 other veterans from across the
land who, since 2005, have traveled to
our Nation’s capital to visit and reflect
at memorials built here in their honor.
This Honor Flight was made possible
by generous public donations and con-
tributions from those who wish to
honor these heroes.

We owe so much to our active duty
military and veterans who put them-
selves in harm’s way for our country
and protect our freedoms. Without
their courage, commitment and sac-
rifice, we would not enjoy the liberties
we cherish today.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I ex-
tend my sincerest gratitude. I also ex-
tend my thanks to the staff, volunteers
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and supporters of the Honor Flight pro-
gram who make these trips possible.

Again, thank you to all Alaska vet-
erans and volunteers for their dedica-
tion, commitment, and service.

————————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO RENEE HENDERSON

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President,
today I wish to thank Renee Henderson
for her 43 years of outstanding service
to the Kenai Peninsula Borough School
District, Kenai community, and Kenai
Central High School on the occasion of
her retirement.

Since her first day working for the
Kenai Peninsula Borough School Dis-
trict on August 30, 1971, Ms. Henderson
has taught over 13,000 students. Ms.
Henderson provided students with
many life-changing experiences, in-
cluding traveling to destinations
across the world to perform.

Ms. Henderson has contributed to the
Kenai Peninsula community through
her hard work and dedication. She has
touched thousands of lives by being a
world-class musical professional. It is
only appropriate through her contribu-
tions to the community that the
school’s auditorium was named the
Renee C. Henderson Auditorium. She
has shared her appreciation for the gift
of music, through her concerts, tours,
private lessons and choir program, to
help countless young people nurture
their musical gifts and enrich the
world around them.

Along with Senator LISA MURKOWSKI,
I would like to extend my deepest ap-
preciation to Renee for her many years
of educational excellence. We wish the
absolute best to her as she begins this
next stage in her life.®

—————

SPECIAL OLYMPICS ALASKA

e Mr. BEGICH. Madam President, I
wish to recognize Special Olympics
Alaska for their outstanding job in im-
proving the lives of those with intellec-
tual disabilities.

Special Olympics was founded by the
late Eunice Mary Kennedy Shriver in
1962. Mrs. Shriver saw how unfairly
people with intellectual disabilities
were treated and founded Camp Shriv-
er, which eventually evolved to Special
Olympics in 1968. Special Olympics
Alaska also traces its beginnings back
to 1968, when they held their first State
games in 1969 in Fairbanks. Since then,
the Special Olympics Alaska programs
have grown to include over 500 athletes
and 1,000 volunteers around the State.

Through sports, the athletes are able
to see what they are capable of achiev-
ing and quickly gain confidence. I have
seen firsthand how Special Olympics
Alaska uses the power of sports to help
athletes learn about friendly competi-
tion and sportsmanship, as well as pro-
vide them with an opportunity to make
friendships that will last a lifetime.

In 2001, Anchorage hosted the Special
Olympics World Winter Games. More
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than 1,800 athletes representing 70
countries competed in 7 Olympic-type
winter sports—making this the largest
sporting event ever held in the history
of Alaska. This year, Special Olympics
Alaska will open its first Athlete
Training Center and Campus in An-
chorage on May 8. This facility will
give the athletes a dedicated facility to
practice and prepare for future games
in which they will represent Alaska.

I would like to recognize Special
Olympics Alaska and all the work they
do to improve the lives of people with
intellectual disabilities. I wish the ab-
solute best to the athletes, families
and supporters as they transition into
their new training center.e

———

REMEMBERING BUD PURDY

e Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I wish
to honor a true Idaho original, a man
who set the bar high for ranching and
conservation in my State and estab-
lished a world-class trout fishery.

Every so often, a generation produces
remarkable characters—individuals
who set their sights high and leave the
bar higher for us. Bud Purdy of Picabo,
ID, was one of those people. While he
could not claim Idaho by birth, he
more than proved to be an Idahoan
through his experiences, work ethic,
and inclinations. He began working on
a family sheep ranch in Blaine County
at Picabo, near Sun Valley, during
summers in 1928. Not long after, a
young Bud Purdy climbed nearby
Hyndman Peak at over 12,000 feet. He
graduated from college by the time he
was 20, and despite an offer to go into
banking, he chose to manage that fam-
ily ranch. He was a hunting partner for
writer Ernest Hemingway. There
wasn’t much Bud Purdy could not do.
He was still flying his own airplane at
the age of 94. He was—and is—consid-
ered an Idaho legend.

Bud made his mark in Picabo, Sun
Valley, and Idaho. Near his ranch there
is a creek that is world-renown—Silver
Creek. It was along that creek that
Bud joined a young Hemingway, actor
Gary Cooper, and many others to fish
and hunt birds. When Hemingway
moved to Idaho in 1959, he had already
been hunting with Bud for many years.
The Purdy ranch consisted of 6,000
acres along Silver Creek. The waters of
that creek are so crystal clear that you
can see the trout. I have been one of
those lucky enough to fish there. Bud
and his family were visionaries. They
donated a 3,500 acre easement to the
Nature Conservancy that meant the
land could never be subdivided, and the
world-class fishery remains there
today, just like it was when Bud ar-
rived 86 years ago.

Bud felt all ranchers should have a
strong conservation ethic, and he was
one of the first to employ rest-rotation
grazing to protect the land and water.
Bud got that message out as a founder
of the Idaho Rangeland Resource Com-
mission. He was recently inducted into
the Idaho Hall of Fame, joining the
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likes of Hemingway, poet Ezra Pound,
skier Picabo Street, former U.S. Sen-
ator William Borah, and agri-business-
man J.R. Simplot.

It was important to Bud to pass
along the message to care about the
land, and he has succeeded admirably.
As he told writer Steven Stuebner in
an article for the Rangeland Commis-
sion about the ranching profession:

Once you get started in it, you’re hooked.
Every morning, you get up and do something
different. You turn out on the range and ride
a horse every day. Even now, I go out and
make sure the water is OK, check the fences
and make sure the gates are closed. It’s just
a constant going out there and doing it. I
was never a cowboy, but I've ridden a million
miles.

That description of the ranch life in
Central Idaho sounds a long way from
Capitol Hill, but the hard work ethic
and the dedication to principle is what
made Bud Purdy an Idaho, and Amer-
ican, hero. His life of service is some-
thing we can all aspire to, or as Idaho
Governor Butch Otter said, ‘‘someone
whose life was a lesson in cowboy eth-
ics, common sense, stewardship and the
value of hard work and perseverance’’.®

————————

REMEMBERING RICKY DEL
FIORENTINO

e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President,
today I ask my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to Sheriff’s Deputy
Ricky Del Fiorentino, an exceptional
law enforcement officer, a devoted and
loyal friend, and most of all a dedi-
cated family man, who was tragically
killed in the line of duty on March 19,
2014.

Ricky Del Fiorentino was born and
raised in Napa, CA, where he excelled
in both football and wrestling at Napa
High School. His high school football
coach called him the best lineman he
had ever trained. Ricky also placed sec-
ond in the heavyweight division of the
State wrestling championship in 1982
and later earned a scholarship to wres-
tle at the University of Oklahoma. In
1998, he was inducted into the Napa
High Athletic Hall of Fame.

After graduating from the Napa Val-
ley Police Academy, Ricky joined the
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. His
distinguished 26-year law enforcement
career in Mendocino County included
10 years with the Fort Bragg Police be-
fore he returned to the sheriff’s depart-
ment in 2000. Residents of the
Mendocino coast remember Deputy Del
Fiorentino as a calm, towering pres-
ence and a guardian of the community.
At a candlelight vigil in his honor,
many community members described
him as gentle, helpful, trusting, loving,
and caring, relating personal inter-
actions that had stayed with them for
years.

Deputy Del Fiorentino was a re-
spected and experienced leader, pas-
sionate about his work and never hesi-
tant to help someone in need. In 1992,
he dove into the Noyo River to rescue
a young man who had jumped off the
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