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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on April 8,
2014, at 9:45 a.m. in room SR-328A of
the Russell Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on April 8,
2014, at 10 a.m., in room SR-328A of the
Russell Senate Office Building to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Advanced
Biofuels: Creating Jobs and Lower
Prices at the Pump.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 8, 2014, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 8, 2014, at 10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 8, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. in room SR-
2563 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on April 8,
2014, at 10 a.m. in room SD-406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on April 8, 2014, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Protecting Taxpayers from Incom-
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petent and Unethical Return Pre-
parers.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 8, 2014, at 10 a.m., to
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘National Secu-
rity and Foreign Policy Priorities in
the FY 2015 International Affairs Budg-
et.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 8, 2014, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-106 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct an executive
business meeting.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 8, 2014, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ATRLAND
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 8, 2014, at 3:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 8, 2014, at 2:15 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Paul Osadebe
and Emily Schwartz, interns with the
Senate Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Committee, be granted floor
privileges for the remainder of today’s
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2014 first quar-
ter Mass Mailing report is Friday,
April 25, 2014. If your office did no mass
mailings during this period, please sub-
mit a form that states ‘“‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations, or nega-
tive reports, should be submitted to
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the Senate Office of Public Records, 232
Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510-
7116.

The Senate Office of Public Records
will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
the filing date to accept these filings.
For further information, please contact
the Senate Office of Public Records at
(202) 224-0322.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to executive
session to consider Calendar No. 713;
that the nomination be confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order regarding
the nomination; that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

IN THE AIR FORCE

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be general
Gen. Paul J. Selva

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE THREATS TO
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND
EXPRESSION IN THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to Calendar
No. 322.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 361) recognizing the
threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion in the People’s Republic of China and
urging the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China to take meaningful steps to
improve freedom of expression as fitting of a
responsible international stakeholder.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Cardin amend-
ment, which is at the desk, be agreed
to; the resolution, as amended, be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2969) was agreed
to, as follows:
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On page 3, line 3, strike ‘‘by the United
States Government”’.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, reads as follows:
S. REs. 361

Whereas, in its 2013 World Press Freedom
Index, Reporters Without Borders ranked
China 173rd out of 179 countries in terms of
press freedoms;

Whereas China’s media regulator, the
State Administration of Press, Publication,
Radio, Film and Television, enforces a sys-
tem of strict controls, including an extensive
licensing system and government super-
vision by the Chinese Communist Party;

Whereas domestic radio and television
broadcast journalists in China must pass a
government-sponsored exam that tests their
basic knowledge of Marxist views of news
and Communist Party principles;

Whereas this state supervision of the
media distorts and blocks free and open cov-
erage of key issues including Tibet, political
unrest, and corruption by government offi-
cials, as well as Chinese foreign policy;

Whereas China’s media regulator officially
bans journalists from using foreign media re-
ports without authorization and forbids news
editors from reporting information online
that has not been verified through official
channels;

Whereas the Congressional-Executive Com-
mission on China (CECC) has documented
several instances of reprisals against and
harassment of independent journalists and
newspaper staff by the Government of the
People’s Republic of China, including Chi-
nese journalists working for foreign-based
websites and newspapers;

Whereas the Foreign Correspondents’ Club
of China has noted that foreign journalists
continue to face challenging work condi-
tions, visa denials or delays, and various
forms of harassment, and 70 percent of jour-
nalists surveyed in the FCCC’s 2013 annual
survey stated that ‘‘conditions have wors-
ened or stayed the same as the year before’’;

Whereas, according to the CECC, authori-
ties in China appeared to maintain or en-
hance policies to block and filter online con-
tent, particularly sensitive information
about rights activists, official corruption, or
collective organizing;

Whereas China is the world’s second larg-
est economy and the United States second
largest trading partner and has been a mem-
ber of the World Trade Organization since
2001;

Whereas China’s growing economic impor-
tance increases the need for the Government
of the People’s Republic of China to act
transparently and respect international
trading regulations; and

Whereas official government censorship de-
nies the people of China, including nearly
600,000,000 Internet users, their freedom of
expression, undermines confidence in China’s
safety standards, and causes increasingly se-
rious economic harm to private firms that
rely on unfettered access to social media as
a business model: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the importance of freedom of
the press to efforts to support democracy,
mitigate conflict, and promote good govern-
ance domestically and around the world;

(2) expresses concern about the threats to
freedom of the press and expression in the
People’s Republic of China;

(3) condemns actions taken by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China to
suppress freedom of the press, including the
increased harassment of Chinese and inter-
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national journalists through denial of visas,
harassment of sources, physical threats, and
other methods; and

(4) urges the President to use all appro-
priate instruments of United States influ-
ence to support, promote, and strengthen
principles, practices, and values that pro-
mote the free flow of information to the peo-
ple of China without interference or dis-
crimination, including through the Internet
and other electronic media.

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF
EMANCIPATION HALL

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of H. Con. Res. 90.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 90)
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony as
part of the commemoration of the days of re-
membrance of victims of the Holocaust.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 90) was agreed to.

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2223

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told
that S. 2223 is at the desk and I ask for
its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2223) to provide for an increase in
the Federal minimum wage and to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
increased expensing limitations and the
treatment of certain real property as section
179 property.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this legisla-
tion is sponsored by Senators HARKIN
and MERKLEY.

I ask for its second reading and ob-
ject to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

————

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, in accordance with Public Law
93-618, as amended by Public Law 100-
418, on behalf of the President pro tem-
pore and upon the recommendation of
the Chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nance, appoints the following members
of the Finance Committee as congres-
sional advisers on trade policy and ne-
gotiations to international con-
ferences, meetings and negotiation ses-
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sions relating to trade agreements: the
Senator from Oregon, Mr. WYDEN; the
Senator from West Virginia, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER; the Senator from New
York, Mr. SCHUMER; the Senator from
Utah, Mr. HATCH; and the Senator from
Iowa, Mr. GRASSLEY.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL
9, 2014

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Wednesday, April 9,
2014; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to S. 2199, the equal pay bill, with the
time until 11 a.m. equally divided and
controlled between the two leaders or
their designees prior to the cloture
vote on the motion to proceed to S.
2199.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the first
rollcall vote will be at 11 a.m. tomor-
row. Additional rollcall votes are ex-
pected during tomorrow’s session.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order,
following the remarks of, first, Senator
BENNET and then those of Senator
CASEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Colorado.

——————

IMMIGRATION REFORM

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I want
to return today to the subject of immi-
gration. Today marks the 285th day
since the immigration bill passed right
here in the Senate with almost 70
votes, and 285 days later we are still
waiting for the House of Representa-
tives to act on that bipartisan piece of
legislation.

Every single day the House drags its
feet on immigration, our borders re-
main less secure, our visa system keeps
us less competitive, our economy suf-
fers, and millions of families remain in
the shadows.

Hard-working immigrants who came
here to live the American dream and
who are part of the fabric of our com-
munities all over the State of Colorado
and all over the United States of Amer-
ica are suffering because Congress has
not passed a bill, families such as
Dulce Saenz’s family from Hudson, CO.
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