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meal nutrition standards that call for 
increased servings of fruit, vegetables, 
low-fat products, and whole grains 
while limiting the intake of fats, sugar, 
salt, and excess calories. 

In response, our schools have stepped 
up to the plate. Nationwide, schools 
are working diligently to meet the 
standards and serve healthier meals. 
For example, in the New Sweden Con-
solidated School in Aroostook County, 
ME, food service manager Melanie 
Lagasse prepares meals from scratch 
instead of opening cans or pushing a 
defrost button. The school’s 64 stu-
dents, ranging from preschool to eighth 
grade, have grown to relish the chicken 
stew, baked fish, and whole grain pasta 
and meatloaf that she makes fresh 
every day. 

Many schools, however, lack the 
right tools for preparing meals rich in 
fresh ingredients and must rely on 
workarounds that are expensive, ineffi-
cient, and unsustainable. Schools built 
decades ago lack the tools and the in-
frastructure necessary to comply fully 
with the new USDA guidelines. In fact, 
many lack any capacity beyond reheat-
ing and holding food for meal service. 

To serve healthier meals to their stu-
dents, 99 percent of Maine school dis-
tricts need at least one piece of equip-
ment and almost half—48 percent—of 
districts need kitchen infrastructure 
upgrades. While some of the needs ap-
pear quite simple—food processors, 
knives, serving-portion utensils, scales, 
utility carts—there is still a cost. The 
median equipment need per school is 
$45,000. 

Even more costly would be making 
the required changes to infrastructure. 
Forty-eight percent of Maine schools 
need some kind of infrastructure 
change to serve healthy meals. For ex-
ample, 41 percent of schools need more 
physical space, 22 percent need more 
electrical capacity, 21 percent need 
more plumbing capacity, and 19 per-
cent need more ventilation. In addi-
tion, for Maine, 82 percent of school 
districts are in areas defined as rural. 

Add the equipment costs together 
with the infrastructure costs and it is 
estimated that overall, $58.8 million 
would be needed just in Maine to serve 
healthy meals to all of our students. 
That far exceeds the $74,000 grant the 
USDA awarded Maine in March for new 
equipment. 

Our bill aims to make better use of 
current resources by authorizing loan 
guarantee assistance and grants for 
school equipment and infrastructure 
improvements and by helping food 
service personnel meet the updated nu-
trition standards. First, it would estab-
lish a loan guarantee assistance pro-
gram within USDA to help schools ac-
quire new equipment to prepare and 
serve healthier, more nutritious meals 
to students. School administrators and 
other eligible borrowers could obtain 
Federal guarantees for 80 percent of 
the loan value needed to construct, re-
model, or expand their kitchens, din-
ing, or food storage infrastructure. 

Second, it would provide targeted 
grant assistance to give school admin-
istrators and food service directors the 
seed funding needed to upgrade kitchen 
infrastructure or to purchase high- 
quality, durable kitchen equipment 
such as commercial ovens, steamers, 
and stoves. 

Finally, to aid school food service 
personnel in meeting the updated nu-
trition guidelines, the legislation 
would strengthen training and provide 
technical assistance by authorizing 
USDA to provide support on a competi-
tive basis to highly qualified third- 
party trainers to develop and admin-
ister training and technical assistance. 

We need to start our schoolchildren 
off on the right food every day. If they 
are going to compete in the global 
arena, they need to be healthy and 
their minds and bodies fully nourished. 
This bill will help us achieve that goal. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 410—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr. 

KIRK) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 410 

Whereas the Armenian Genocide was con-
ceived and carried out by the Ottoman Em-
pire from 1915 to 1923, resulting in the depor-
tation of nearly 2,000,000 Armenians, of 
whom 1,500,000 men, women, and children 
were killed and 500,000 survivors were ex-
pelled from their homes, and the elimination 
of the over 2,500-year presence of Armenians 
in their historic homeland; 

Whereas, on May 24, 1915, the Allied Powers 
of England, France, and Russia jointly issued 
a statement explicitly charging for the first 
time ever another government of commit-
ting crimes ‘‘against humanity and civiliza-
tion’’; 

Whereas Raphael Lemkin, who coined the 
term ‘‘genocide’’, and whose draft resolution 
for a genocide convention treaty became the 
framework for the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide as the type of crime the 
United Nations should prevent and punish 
through the setting of international stand-
ards; 

Whereas Senate Concurrent Resolution 12, 
64th Congress, agreed to February 9, 1916, re-
solved that ‘‘the President of the United 
States be respectfully asked to designate a 
day on which the citizens of this country 
may give expression to their sympathy by 
contributing funds now being raised for the 
relief of the Armenians’’, who at the time 
were enduring ‘‘starvation, disease, and un-
told suffering’’; 

Whereas Senate Resolution 359, 66th Con-
gress, agreed to May 11, 1920, stated that 
‘‘the testimony adduced at the hearings con-
ducted by the subcommittee of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations have clear-
ly established the truth of the reported mas-
sacres and other atrocities from which the 
Armenian people have suffered’’; 

Whereas House Joint Resolution 148, 94th 
Congress, agreed to April 8, 1975, resolved, 

‘‘That April 24, 1975, is hereby designated as 
‘National Day of Remembrance of Man’s In-
humanity to Man’, and the President of the 
United States is authorized and requested to 
issue a proclamation calling upon the people 
of the United States to observe such day as 
a day of remembrance for all the victims of 
genocide, especially those of Armenian an-
cestry . . .’’; 

Whereas House Joint Resolution 247, 98th 
Congress, agreed to September 10, 1984, re-
solved, ‘‘That April 24, 1985, is hereby des-
ignated as ‘National Day of Remembrance of 
Man’s Inhumanity to Man’, and the Presi-
dent of the United States is authorized and 
requested to issue a proclamation calling 
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve such day as a day of remembrance for 
all the victims of genocide, especially the 
one and one-half million people of Armenian 
ancestry. . .’’; 

Whereas the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Council, an independent Federal 
agency, unanimously resolved on April 30, 
1981, that the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum would document the Arme-
nian Genocide in the Museum, and has done 
so through a public examination of the his-
toric record, including lectures and the 
maintenance of books, records, and photo-
graphs about the Genocide; 

Whereas the Government of the Republic 
of Turkey has continued its international 
campaign of Armenian Genocide denial, 
maintained a blockade of Armenia, and con-
tinues to pressure the small but growing 
Turkish civil society movement for acknowl-
edging the Armenian Genocide; 

Whereas, in April 2011, the month of re-
membrance of the Armenian Genocide, the 
Government of the Republic of Turkey de-
molished a 100-foot-high statue in the city of 
Kars which was erected to promote reconcili-
ation with Armenia; 

Whereas the denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide by the Government of the Republic of 
Turkey has prevented the meaningful ad-
vancement of a constructive political, eco-
nomic, and security relationship between Ar-
menia and Turkey; and 

Whereas the teaching, recognition, and 
commemoration of acts of genocide and 
other crimes against humanity is essential 
to preventing the re-occurrence of similar 
atrocities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate— 

(1) to remember and observe the anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide on April 24, 
2014; 

(2) that the President should work toward 
an equitable, constructive, stable, and dura-
ble Armenian-Turkish relationship that in-
cludes the full acknowledgment by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Turkey of the 
facts about the Armenian Genocide; and 

(3) that the President should ensure that 
the foreign policy of the United States re-
flects appropriate understanding and sensi-
tivity concerning issues related to human 
rights, crimes against humanity, ethnic 
cleansing, and genocide documented in the 
United States record relating to the Arme-
nian Genocide. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 411—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE WITH RESPECT TO THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND 
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF MOLDOVA 

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. COBURN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Wisconsin, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and Mr. 
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RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 411 

Whereas, since 1992, the Republic of 
Moldova has been recognized by the inter-
national community and the United Nations; 

Whereas, on March 3, 2014, the United 
States Government ‘‘reaffirmed the United 
States’ strong support for Moldovan sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity within its 
internationally recognized borders’’; 

Whereas the annexation of Crimea and vio-
lation of Ukrainian territorial integrity by 
the Russian Federation on the false premise 
of defending Russians and Russian speakers 
abroad violates the principles of sovereignty 
and territorial integrity; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian 
Federation has threatened to use its supply 
of energy resources as a means of intimida-
tion in order to influence the Government of 
Moldova; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian 
Federation has been actively issuing Russian 
passports to the residents of Transnistria; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian 
Federation maintains a contingent of Rus-
sian troops and a stockpile of Russian mili-
tary equipment and ammunition within the 
Moldovan territory of Transnistria; 

Whereas the Council of Europe, the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, and the Government of Moldova have 
called upon the Government of the Russian 
Federation to remove its troops from the 
territory of Moldova; 

Whereas, at the 1999 Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe Summit in 
Istanbul, Turkey, the Russian Federation 
committed to complete withdrawal of its 
military forces from the territory of the Re-
public of Moldova; 

Whereas Moldova has been a participant in 
NATO’s Partnership for Peace Program and 
has deployed military personnel in support 
of the NATO-led mission in Kosovo; and 

Whereas the stability and economic vital-
ity of the Eastern European region is in the 
national interest of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) affirms that it is the policy of the 

United States to support the sovereignty, 
independence, and territorial integrity of the 
Republic of Moldova and the inviolability of 
its borders; 

(2) calls upon the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to take steps to remove its 
military forces and materiel from within the 
internationally recognized territory of the 
Republic of Moldova; 

(3) supports constructive engagement and 
confidence-building measures between the 
Government of Moldova and the authorities 
in Transnistria in order to secure a peaceful 
resolution to the conflict; 

(4) expresses its belief that finding a last-
ing resolution to the Transnistria issue can 
only be accomplished by ensuring the free-
dom of the Government and the people of 
Moldova to determine their own future with-
out external pressure or coercion; 

(5) urges the President to consider increas-
ing security and intelligence cooperation 
with the Government of Moldova; and 

(6) affirms that lasting stability in Europe 
is a key priority for the United States and 
that it can only be achieved if the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of all parties is re-
spected. 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 

AND PENSIONS 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 

announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will to meet on April 9, 2014, at 10 
a.m., in room SD–430 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Addressing Primary 
Care Access and Workforce Challenges: 
Voices from the Field.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Bill 
Gendel of the committee staff on (202) 
224–5480. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will to meet on April 10, 2014, at 
10 a.m., in room SD–430 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Expanding Access to 
Quality Early Learning: the Strong 
Start for America’s Children Act.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Aissa 
Canchola of the committee staff on 
(202) 224–5363. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be auhorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 3, 2014, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on April 3, 2014, at 10 a.m., 
in room SD-406 of the Dirsken Senate 
office building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on April 3, 
2014, at 10 a.m., in room SD–215 of the 
Dirksen Sente Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 3, 2014, at 10 a.m., to hold an 
East Asia and Pacific Affairs sub-
committee hearing entitled ‘‘Evalu-
ating U.S. Policy on Taiwan on the 
35th Anniversary of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (TRA).’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 

Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 3, 2014, at 2 p.m. to conduct a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Closed/TS/SCI: Rus-
sia Briefing.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. REID. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 3, 2014, at 10 a.m., in SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct an executive business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. REID. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 3, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Senator 
BEGICH’s NOAA fellow, Bill Mowitt, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the 113th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SYRIA HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to 
the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 346. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 384) expressing the 

sense of the Senate concerning the humani-
tarian crisis in Syria and neighboring coun-
tries, resulting in humanitarian and develop-
ment challenges, and the urgent need for a 
political solution to the crisis. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 384) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of March 13, 2014, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

GOLD STAR WIVES DAY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be charged from further consid-
eration and the Senate now proceed to 
S. Res. 394. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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