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and extend the Paul D. Wellstone Mus-
cular Dystrophy Community Assist-
ance, Research, and Education Amend-
ments of 2008.

S. 452

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 452, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to reduce the
incidence of diabetes among Medicare
beneficiaries.

S. 530

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
530, a bill to make participation in the
American Community Survey vol-
untary, except with respect to certain
basic questions, and for other purposes.

S. 635

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 635, a bill to amend the
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act to provide an
exception to the annual written pri-
vacy notice requirement.

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 635, supra.

S. 642

At the request of Mr. ENzI, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
COCHRAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 642, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act and title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to make the
provision of technical services for med-
ical imaging examinations and radi-
ation therapy treatments safer, more
accurate, and less costly.

S. 1011

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1011, a bill to require
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the centen-
nial of Boys Town, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1029

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Mr. ENzI) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1029, a bill to reform the
process by which Federal agencies ana-
lyze and formulate new regulations and
guidance documents.

S. 1143

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1143, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act with
respect to physician supervision of
therapeutic hospital outpatient serv-
ices.

S. 1332

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1332, a bill to amend title
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XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more timely access to home
health services for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program.
S. 1369
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1369, a bill to provide addi-
tional flexibility to the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System
to establish capital standards that are
properly tailored to the unique charac-
teristics of the business of insurance,
and for other purposes.
S. 1410
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1410, a
bill to focus limited Federal resources
on the most serious offenders.
S. 1694
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1694, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
a credit against income tax for the pur-
chase of hearing aids.
S. 1733
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1733, a bill to stop exploitation
through trafficking.
S. 1996
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDALL), the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR),
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO),
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER) and the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1996, a bill to protect and
enhance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for
other purposes.
S. 2013
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2013, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to provide for
the removal of Senior Executive Serv-
ice employees of the Department of
Veterans Affairs for performance, and
for other purposes.
S. 2171
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2171, a bill to address voluntary loca-
tion tracking of electronic communica-
tions devices, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 33
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 33, a concurrent resolu-
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tion celebrating the 100th anniversary
of the enactment of the Smith-Lever
Act, which established the nationwide
Cooperative Extension System.
——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
HARKIN, and Mr. BROWN):

S. 2204. A Dbill to establish the Propri-
etary Education Oversight Coordina-
tion Committee; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2204

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Proprietary
Education Oversight Coordination Improve-
ment Act”’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—The term ‘‘execu-
tive officer’’, with respect to a proprietary
institution of higher education that is a pub-
licly traded corporation, means—

(A) the president of such corporation;

(B) a vice president of such corporation
who is in charge of a principal business unit,
division, or function of such corporation,
such as sales, administration, or finance; or

(C) any other officer or person who per-
forms a policy making function for such cor-
poration.

(2) FEDERAL EDUCATION ASSISTANCE.—The
term ‘‘Federal education assistance’ means
any Federal financial assistance provided
under any Federal law through a grant, a
contract, a subsidy, a loan, a guarantee, an
insurance, or any other means to a propri-
etary institution of higher education, includ-
ing Federal financial assistance that is dis-
bursed or delivered to such institution, on
behalf of a student, or to a student to be used
to attend such institution, except that such
term shall not include any monthly housing
stipend provided under chapter 33 of title 38,
United States Code.

(3) PRIVATE EDUCATION LOAN.—The term
“private education loan”—

(A) means a loan provided by a private edu-
cational lender (as defined in section 140(a)
of the Truth in Lending Act (15 U.S.C.
1650(a))) that—

(i) is not made, insured, or guaranteed
under title IV of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.);

(ii) is issued expressly for postsecondary
educational expenses to a borrower, regard-
less of whether the loan is provided through
the educational institution that the subject
student attends or directly to the borrower
from the private educational lender (as so
defined); and

(iii) is not made, insured, or guaranteed
under title VII or title VIII of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 292 et seq. and
296 et seq.); and

(B) does not include an extension of credit
under an open end consumer credit plan, a
reverse mortgage transaction, a residential
mortgage transaction, or any other loan that
is secured by real property or a dwelling.

(4) PROPRIETARY INSTITUTION OF HIGHER
EDUCATION.—The term ‘‘proprietary institu-
tion of higher education’ has the meaning
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given the term in section 102(b) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(b)).

(6) RECRUITING AND MARKETING ACTIVI-
TIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the term ‘‘recruiting and
marketing activities’ means activities that
consist of the following:

(i) Advertising and promotion activities,
including paid announcements in news-
papers, magazines, radio, television, bill-
boards, electronic media, naming rights, or
any other public medium of communication,
including paying for displays or promotions
at job fairs, military installations, or college
recruiting events.

(ii) Efforts to identify and attract prospec-
tive students, either directly or through a
contractor or other third party, including
contact concerning a prospective student’s
potential enrollment or application for a
grant, a loan, or work assistance under title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1070 et seq.) or participation in
preadmission or advising activities, includ-
ing—

(I) paying employees responsible for over-
seeing enrollment and for contacting poten-
tial students in-person, by phone, by email,
or by other internet communications regard-
ing enrollment; and

(IT) soliciting an individual to provide con-
tact information to an institution of higher
education, including through websites estab-
lished for such purpose and funds paid to
third parties for such purpose.

(iii) Such other activities as the Secretary
of Education may prescribe, including pay-
ing for promotion or sponsorship of edu-
cation or military-related associations.

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Any activity that is re-
quired as a condition of receipt of funds by
an institution under title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.),
is specifically authorized under such title, or
is otherwise specified by the Secretary of
Education, shall not be considered to be a re-
cruiting and marketing activity under sub-
paragraph (A).

(6) STATE APPROVAL AGENCY.—The term
‘“‘State approval agency’’ means any State
agency that determines whether an institu-
tion of higher education is legally authorized
within such State to provide a program of
education beyond secondary education.

(7) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘veterans service organization’ means
an organization recognized by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for the representation of
veterans under section 5902 of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
committee to be known as the ‘‘Proprietary
Education Oversight Coordination Com-
mittee’ (referred to in this Act as the “Com-
mittee’’) and to be composed of the head (or
the designee of such head) of each of the fol-
lowing Federal entities:

(1) The Department of Education.

(2) The Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau.

(3) The Department of Justice.

(4) The Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion.

(5) The Department of Defense.

(6) The Department of Veterans Affairs.

(7) The Federal Trade Commission.

(8) The Department of Labor.

(9) The Internal Revenue Service.

(10) At the discretion of the President, any
other relevant Federal agency or depart-
ment.

(b) PURPOSES.—The Committee shall have
the following purposes:

(1) Coordinate Federal oversight of propri-
etary institutions of higher education to—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(A) improve enforcement of applicable Fed-
eral laws and regulations;

(B) increase accountability of proprietary
institutions of higher education to students
and taxpayers; and

(C) ensure the promotion of quality edu-
cation programs.

(2) Coordinate Federal activities to protect
students from unfair, deceptive, abusive, un-
ethical, fraudulent, or predatory practices,
policies, or procedures of proprietary institu-
tions of higher education.

(3) Encourage information sharing among
agencies related to Federal investigations,
audits, or inquiries of proprietary institu-
tions of higher education.

(4) Increase coordination and cooperation
between Federal and State agencies, includ-
ing State Attorneys General and State ap-
proval agencies, with respect to improving
oversight and accountability of proprietary
institutions of higher education.

(5) Develop best practices and consistency
among Federal and State agencies in the dis-
semination of consumer information regard-
ing proprietary institutions of higher edu-
cation to ensure that students, parents, and
other stakeholders have easy access to such
information.

(¢c) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) DESIGNEES.—For any designee described
in subsection (a), the head of the member en-
tity shall appoint a high-level official who
exercises significant decision making au-
thority for the oversight or investigatory ac-
tivities and responsibilities related to pro-
prietary institutions of higher education of
the respective Federal entity of such head.

(2) CHAIRPERSON.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation or the designee of such Secretary
shall serve as the Chairperson of the Com-
mittee.

(3) COMMITTEE SUPPORT.—The head of each
entity described in subsection (a) shall en-
sure appropriate staff and officials of such
entity are available to support the Com-
mittee-related work of such entity.

SEC. 4. MEETINGS.

(a) COMMITTEE MEETINGS.—The members of
the Committee shall meet regularly, but not
less than once during each quarter of each
fiscal year, to carry out the purposes de-
scribed in section 3(b).

(b) MEETINGS WITH STATE AGENCIES AND
STAKEHOLDERS.—The Committee shall meet
not less than once each fiscal year, and shall
otherwise interact regularly, with State At-
torneys General, State approval agencies,
veterans service organizations, and con-
sumer advocates to carry out the purposes
described in section 3(b).

SEC. 5. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall sub-
mit a report each year to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate, the Committee on Education and
the Workforce of the House of Representa-
tives, and any other committee of Congress
that the Committee determines appropriate.

(b) PUBLIC AcCCEsS.—The report described
in subsection (a) shall be made available to
the public in a manner that is easily acces-
sible to parents, students, and other stake-
holders in accordance with the best practices
developed under section 3(b)(5).

(c) CONTENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The report shall include—

(A) an accounting of any action (as defined
in paragraph (3)) taken by the Federal Gov-
ernment, any member entity of the Com-
mittee, or a State—

(i) to enforce Federal or State laws and
regulations applicable to proprietary institu-
tions of higher education;

(ii) to hold proprietary institutions of
higher education accountable to students
and taxpayers; and
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(iii) to promote quality education pro-
grams;

(B) a summary of complaints against each
proprietary institution of higher education
received by any member entity of the Com-
mittee;

(C) the data described in paragraph (2) and
any other data relevant to proprietary insti-
tutions of higher education that the Com-
mittee determines appropriate; and

(D) recommendations of the Committee for
such legislative and administrative actions
as the Committee determines are necessary
to—

(i) improve enforcement of applicable Fed-
eral laws;

(ii) increase accountability of proprietary
institutions of higher education to students
and taxpayers; and

(iii) ensure the promotion of quality edu-
cation programs.

(2) DATA.—

(A) INDUSTRY-WIDE DATA.—The report shall
include data on all proprietary institutions
of higher education that consists of informa-
tion regarding—

(i) the total amount of Federal education
assistance that proprietary institutions of
higher education received for the previous
academic year, and the percentage of the
total amount of Federal education assistance
provided to institutions of higher education
(as defined in section 102 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)) for such
previous academic year that reflects such
total amount of Federal education assistance
provided to proprietary institutions of high-
er education for such previous academic
year;

(ii) the total amount of Federal education
assistance that proprietary institutions of
higher education received for the previous
academic year, disaggregated by—

(I) educational assistance in the form of a
loan provided under title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.);

(II) educational assistance in the form of a
grant provided under title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.);

(IIT) educational assistance provided under
chapter 33 of title 38, United States Code;

(IV) tuition assistance provided under sec-
tion 2007 of title 10, United States Code;

(V) assistance provided under section 1784a
of title 10, United States Code; and

(VI) Federal education assistance not de-
scribed in subclauses (I) through (V);

(iii) the percentage of the total amount of
Federal education assistance provided to in-
stitutions of higher education (as defined in
section 102 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)) for such previous aca-
demic year for each of the programs de-
scribed in subclauses (I) through (V) of
clause (ii) that reflects such total amount of
Federal education assistance provided to
proprietary institutions of higher education
for such previous academic year for each of
such programs;

(iv) the average retention and graduation
rates for students pursuing a degree at pro-
prietary institutions of higher education;

(v) the average cohort default rate (as de-
fined in section 435(m) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1085(m)) for pro-
prietary institutions of higher education,
and an annual list of cohort default rates (as
defined in such section) for all proprietary
institutions of higher education;

(vi) for careers requiring the passage of a
licensing examination—

(I) the passage rate of individuals who at-
tended a proprietary institution of higher
education taking such examination to pur-
sue such a career; and

(IT) the passage rate of all individuals tak-
ing such exam to pursue such a career; and
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(vii) the use of private education loans at
proprietary institutions of higher education
that includes—

(I) an estimate of the total number of such
loans; and

(IT) information on the average debt, de-
fault rate, and interest rate of such loans.

(B) DATA ON PUBLICLY TRADED CORPORA-
TIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The report shall include
data on proprietary institutions of higher
education that are publicly traded corpora-
tions, consisting of information on—

(I) any pre-tax profit of such proprietary
institutions of higher education—

(aa) reported as a total amount and an av-
erage percent of revenue for all such propri-
etary institutions of higher education; and

(bb) reported for each such proprietary in-
stitution of higher education;

(IT) revenue for such proprietary institu-
tions of higher education spent on recruiting
and marketing activities, student instruc-
tion, and student support services, re-
ported—

(aa) as a total amount and an average per-
cent of revenue for all such proprietary insti-
tutions of higher education; and

(bb) for each such proprietary institution
of higher education;

(IIT) total compensation packages of the
executive officers of each such proprietary
institution of higher education;

(IV) a list of institutional loan programs
offered by each such proprietary institution
of higher education that includes informa-
tion on the default and interest rates of such
programs; and

(V) the data described in clauses (ii) and
(iii).

(i1) DISAGGREGATED BY OWNERSHIP.—The re-
port shall include data on proprietary insti-
tutions of higher education that are publicly
traded corporations, disaggregated by cor-
porate or parent entity, brand name, and
campus, consisting of—

(I) the total cost of attendance for each
program at each such proprietary institution
of higher education, and information com-
paring such total cost for each such program
to—

(aa) the total cost of attendance for each
program at each public institution of higher
education; and

(bb) the average total cost of attendance
for each program at all institutions of higher
education, including such institutions that
are public and such institutions that are pri-
vate;

(IT) total enrollment, disaggregated by—

(aa) individuals enrolled in programs taken
online; and

(bb) individuals enrolled in programs that
are not taken online;

(IIT) the average retention and graduation
rates for students pursuing a degree at such
proprietary institutions of higher education;

(IV) the percentage of students enrolled in
such proprietary institutions of higher edu-
cation who complete a program of such an
institution within—

(aa) the standard period of completion for
such program; and

(bb) a period that is 150 percent of such
standard period of completion;

(V) the total cost of attendance for each
program at such proprietary institutions of
higher education;

(VI) the average cohort default rate, as de-
fined in section 435(m) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1085(m)), for such
proprietary institutions of higher education,
and an annual list of cohort default rates (as
defined in such section) for all proprietary
institutions of higher education;

(VII) the median educational debt incurred
by students who complete a program at such
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a Dproprietary
cation;

(VIII) the median educational debt in-
curred by students who start but do not com-
plete a program at such a proprietary insti-
tution of higher education;

(IX) the job placement rate for students
who complete a program at such a propri-
etary institution of higher education and the
type of employment obtained by such stu-
dents;

(X) for careers requiring the passage of a
licensing examination, the rate of individ-
uals who attended such a proprietary insti-
tution of higher education and passed such
an examination; and

(XI) the number of complaints from stu-
dents enrolled in such proprietary institu-
tions of higher education who have sub-
mitted a complaint to any member entity of
the Committee.

(iii) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—To the extent practicable,
the report shall provide information on the
data described in clause (ii) for individuals
using, to pay for the costs of attending such
a proprietary institution of higher edu-
cation, Federal education assistance pro-
vided under—

(aa) chapter 33 of title 38, United States
Code;

(bb) section 2007 of title 10, United States
Code; and

(cc) section 1784a of title 10, United States
Code.

(IT) REVENUE.—The report shall provide in-
formation on the revenue of proprietary in-
stitutions of higher education that are pub-
licly traded corporations that is derived
from the Federal education assistance de-
scribed in subclause (I).

(C) COMPARISON DATA.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the report shall provide information
comparing the data described in subpara-
graph (B) for proprietary institutions of
higher education that are publicly traded
corporations with such data for public insti-
tutions of higher education disaggregated by
State.

(3) ACCOUNTING OF ANY ACTION.—For the
purposes of paragraph (1)(A), the term ‘“‘any
action’ shall include—

(A) a complaint filed by a Federal or State
agency in a local, State, Federal, or tribal
court;

(B) an administrative proceeding by a Fed-
eral or State agency involving noncompli-
ance of any applicable law or regulation; or

(C) any other review, audit, or administra-
tive process by any Federal or State agency
that results in a penalty, suspension, or ter-
mination from any Federal or State pro-
gram.

SEC. 6. FOR-PROFIT COLLEGE WARNING LIST
FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each academic year, the
Committee shall publish a list to be known
as the ‘“‘For-Profit College Warning List for
Parents and Students” to be comprised of
proprietary institutions of higher edu-
cation—

(1) that have engaged in illegal activity
during the previous academic year as deter-
mined by a Federal or State court;

(2) that have entered into a settlement re-
sulting in a monetary payment;

(3) that have had any higher education pro-
gram withdrawn or suspended; or

(4) for which the Committee has sufficient
evidence of widespread or systemic unfair,
deceptive, abusive, unethical, fraudulent, or
predatory practices, policies, or procedures
that pose a threat to the academic success,
financial security, or general best interest of
students.

(b) DETERMINATIONS.—In making a deter-
mination pursuant to subsection (a)(4), the

institution of higher edu-
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Committee may consider evidence that in-
cludes the following:

(1) Any consumer complaint collected by
any member entity of the Committee.

(2) Any complaint filed by a Federal or
State agency in a Federal, State, local, or
tribal court.

(3) Any administrative proceeding by a
Federal or State agency involving non-
compliance of any applicable law or regula-
tion.

(4) Any other review, audit, or administra-
tive process by any Federal or State agency
that results in a penalty, suspension, or ter-
mination from any Federal or State pro-
gram.

(6) Data or information submitted by a
proprietary institution of higher education
to any accrediting agency or association rec-
ognized by the Secretary of Education pursu-
ant to section 496 of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1099b) or the findings or
adverse actions of any such accrediting agen-
cy or association.

(6) Information submitted by a proprietary
institution of higher education to any mem-
ber entity of the Committee.

(7) Any other evidence that the Committee
determines relevant in making a determina-
tion pursuant to subsection (a)(4).

(c) PUBLICATION.—Not later than July 1 of
each fiscal year, the Committee shall publish
the list described in subsection (a) promi-
nently and in a manner that is easily acces-
sible to parents, students, and other stake-
holders in accordance with any best prac-
tices developed under section 3(b)(5).

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Ms. HEITKAMP):

S. 2210. A bill to amend the Richard
B. Russell National School Lunch Act
to require the Secretary of Agriculture
to make loan guarantees and grants to
finance certain improvements to
school lunch facilities, to train school
food service personnel, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to join my friend from
North Dakota, Senator HEITKAMP, in
introducing the School Food Mod-
ernization Act to assist schools in pro-
viding healthier meals to students
throughout the country.

School meals play a vital role in the
lives of our young people. More than 30
million children participate in the Na-
tional School Lunch Program every
schoolday. In Maine, 40 percent of chil-
dren qualify for free or reduced-price
meals based on household income.

The food served to these children has
a demonstrable effect on their health
and well-being. Many children consume
up to half their daily caloric intake at
school. In fact, children often get their
most nutritious meal of the day at
school instead of at home.

At the same time, too many of our
children are at risk of serious disease.
One-third of the children in this coun-
try are overweight or obese, which in-
creases their risk for heart disease,
high blood pressure, type 2 diabetes
and other chronic diseases. These ail-
ments may have a lifelong effect on
their health as they grow to adulthood.

Given the concerns about the health
of our children, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture has issued updated school
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meal nutrition standards that call for
increased servings of fruit, vegetables,
low-fat products, and whole grains
while limiting the intake of fats, sugar,
salt, and excess calories.

In response, our schools have stepped
up to the plate. Nationwide, schools
are working diligently to meet the
standards and serve healthier meals.
For example, in the New Sweden Con-
solidated School in Aroostook County,
ME, food service manager Melanie
Lagasse prepares meals from scratch
instead of opening cans or pushing a
defrost button. The school’s 64 stu-
dents, ranging from preschool to eighth
grade, have grown to relish the chicken
stew, baked fish, and whole grain pasta
and meatloaf that she makes fresh
every day.

Many schools, however, lack the
right tools for preparing meals rich in
fresh ingredients and must rely on
workarounds that are expensive, ineffi-
cient, and unsustainable. Schools built
decades ago lack the tools and the in-
frastructure necessary to comply fully
with the new USDA guidelines. In fact,
many lack any capacity beyond reheat-
ing and holding food for meal service.

To serve healthier meals to their stu-
dents, 99 percent of Maine school dis-
tricts need at least one piece of equip-
ment and almost half—48 percent—of
districts need Kkitchen infrastructure
upgrades. While some of the needs ap-
pear quite simple—food processors,
knives, serving-portion utensils, scales,
utility carts—there is still a cost. The
median equipment need per school is
$45,000.

Even more costly would be making
the required changes to infrastructure.
Forty-eight percent of Maine schools
need some kind of infrastructure
change to serve healthy meals. For ex-
ample, 41 percent of schools need more
physical space, 22 percent need more
electrical capacity, 21 percent need
more plumbing capacity, and 19 per-
cent need more ventilation. In addi-
tion, for Maine, 82 percent of school
districts are in areas defined as rural.

Add the equipment costs together
with the infrastructure costs and it is
estimated that overall, $58.8 million
would be needed just in Maine to serve
healthy meals to all of our students.
That far exceeds the $74,000 grant the
USDA awarded Maine in March for new
equipment.

Our bill aims to make better use of
current resources by authorizing loan
guarantee assistance and grants for
school equipment and infrastructure
improvements and by helping food
service personnel meet the updated nu-
trition standards. First, it would estab-
lish a loan guarantee assistance pro-
gram within USDA to help schools ac-
quire new equipment to prepare and
serve healthier, more nutritious meals
to students. School administrators and
other eligible borrowers could obtain
Federal guarantees for 80 percent of
the loan value needed to construct, re-
model, or expand their kitchens, din-
ing, or food storage infrastructure.
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Second, it would provide targeted
grant assistance to give school admin-
istrators and food service directors the
seed funding needed to upgrade kitchen
infrastructure or to purchase high-
quality, durable Kkitchen equipment
such as commercial ovens, steamers,
and stoves.

Finally, to aid school food service
personnel in meeting the updated nu-
trition guidelines, the legislation
would strengthen training and provide
technical assistance by authorizing
USDA to provide support on a competi-
tive basis to highly qualified third-
party trainers to develop and admin-
ister training and technical assistance.

We need to start our schoolchildren
off on the right food every day. If they
are going to compete in the global
arena, they need to be healthy and
their minds and bodies fully nourished.
This bill will help us achieve that goal.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 410—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
KIRK) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 410

Whereas the Armenian Genocide was con-
ceived and carried out by the Ottoman Em-
pire from 1915 to 1923, resulting in the depor-
tation of mnearly 2,000,000 Armenians, of
whom 1,500,000 men, women, and children
were Kkilled and 500,000 survivors were ex-
pelled from their homes, and the elimination
of the over 2,500-year presence of Armenians
in their historic homeland;

Whereas, on May 24, 1915, the Allied Powers
of England, France, and Russia jointly issued
a statement explicitly charging for the first
time ever another government of commit-
ting crimes ‘‘against humanity and civiliza-
tion”’;

Whereas Raphael Lemkin, who coined the
term ‘‘genocide’’, and whose draft resolution
for a genocide convention treaty became the
framework for the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide as the type of crime the
United Nations should prevent and punish
through the setting of international stand-
ards;

Whereas Senate Concurrent Resolution 12,
64th Congress, agreed to February 9, 1916, re-
solved that ‘‘the President of the United
States be respectfully asked to designate a
day on which the citizens of this country
may give expression to their sympathy by
contributing funds now being raised for the
relief of the Armenians’, who at the time
were enduring ‘‘starvation, disease, and un-
told suffering’’;

Whereas Senate Resolution 359, 66th Con-
gress, agreed to May 11, 1920, stated that
‘“‘the testimony adduced at the hearings con-
ducted by the subcommittee of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations have clear-
ly established the truth of the reported mas-
sacres and other atrocities from which the
Armenian people have suffered’’;

Whereas House Joint Resolution 148, 94th
Congress, agreed to April 8, 1975, resolved,

S2165

“That April 24, 1975, is hereby designated as
‘National Day of Remembrance of Man’s In-
humanity to Man’, and the President of the
United States is authorized and requested to
issue a proclamation calling upon the people
of the United States to observe such day as
a day of remembrance for all the victims of
genocide, especially those of Armenian an-
cestry . . .”;

Whereas House Joint Resolution 247, 98th
Congress, agreed to September 10, 1984, re-
solved, ‘“That April 24, 1985, is hereby des-
ignated as ‘National Day of Remembrance of
Man’s Inhumanity to Man’, and the Presi-
dent of the United States is authorized and
requested to issue a proclamation calling
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve such day as a day of remembrance for
all the victims of genocide, especially the
one and one-half million people of Armenian
ancestry. . .”’;

Whereas the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Council, an independent Federal
agency, unanimously resolved on April 30,
1981, that the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum would document the Arme-
nian Genocide in the Museum, and has done
so through a public examination of the his-
toric record, including lectures and the
maintenance of books, records, and photo-
graphs about the Genocide;

Whereas the Government of the Republic
of Turkey has continued its international
campaign of Armenian Genocide denial,
maintained a blockade of Armenia, and con-
tinues to pressure the small but growing
Turkish civil society movement for acknowl-
edging the Armenian Genocide;

Whereas, in April 2011, the month of re-
membrance of the Armenian Genocide, the
Government of the Republic of Turkey de-
molished a 100-foot-high statue in the city of
Kars which was erected to promote reconcili-
ation with Armenia;

Whereas the denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide by the Government of the Republic of
Turkey has prevented the meaningful ad-
vancement of a constructive political, eco-
nomic, and security relationship between Ar-
menia and Turkey; and

Whereas the teaching, recognition, and
commemoration of acts of genocide and
other crimes against humanity is essential
to preventing the re-occurrence of similar
atrocities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate—

(1) to remember and observe the anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide on April 24,
2014;

(2) that the President should work toward
an equitable, constructive, stable, and dura-
ble Armenian-Turkish relationship that in-
cludes the full acknowledgment by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Turkey of the
facts about the Armenian Genocide; and

(3) that the President should ensure that
the foreign policy of the United States re-
flects appropriate understanding and sensi-
tivity concerning issues related to human
rights, crimes against humanity, ethnic
cleansing, and genocide documented in the
United States record relating to the Arme-
nian Genocide.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 411—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE WITH RESPECT TO THE
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF MOLDOVA

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mrs. FISCH-
ER, Mr. COBURN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. JOHNSON
of Wisconsin, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and Mr.
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